Peace Notes
Prince of Peace Anglican Church
February 2016

What is Lent?
The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ are at the very heart of
Christianity. The good news of the Gospel is that God has acted in history
to conquer evil and reconcile sinners to himself through the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus. For those who have been united with this Jesus – who
have submitted to Him as Savior and Lord – have been united with Him in
the likeness of His death and will one day be united with Him in the likeness
of His resurrection (Rom. 6:5). Lent, therefore, is about living out of our
union with, and identity in, Christ. Lent is first and foremost about
the Gospel making its way deeper into our lives.
On the Christian calendar, Lent (from Latin, meaning “fortieth”) is the forty days
beginning on Ash Wednesday and leading up to Easter Sunday. Sundays themselves
are not counted in these forty days, as they are generally set aside as days of renewal
and celebration (“mini-Easters” of sorts).
The number forty carries great biblical significance based on: the forty days of rain
Noah and his family endured in the flood, the forty years Israel spent in the wilderness,
Jesus’ forty-day fast in the wilderness, the forty days Jesus spent on the
earth after his resurrection, and so much more. Forty days has been used
by God to represent a period of trial, testing, and preparation.
Likewise, Lent is a season of preparation and repentance during which we anticipate
the death (Good Friday) and resurrection (Easter Sunday) of Jesus. It is this very
preparation and repentance – aimed at grasping the intense significance of the
crucifixion – that gives us a deep and powerful longing for the resurrection, the joy of
Easter.
>>>

As the title of this devotional suggests, Lent is a journey to the cross:
meditating on our sin and weakness, looking to Jesus as our perfect
example and substitute, and being heightened in our worship of his
victory over Satan, sin, and death. On the cross, Jesus took our place to
appease God’s righteous anger toward our sin and rebellion. He was
separated from God so that we could experience union with God. He was
crushed by God so that we could be adopted by God. He was raised with
God so that we too might be raised with God. The drama of how this
unfolded is the story of Lent.
The journey of Lent is to immerse ourselves in this grand story so that it might increase
our appreciation of Easter and love for Jesus. May we mourn the darkness in our hearts
and rejoice in the light of God who came into the world to save us!
- Pastor John

The Word of the Lord for February 2016
Feb.

Old Testament

Psalm

6/7
Exodus 34:29-35
99
10*
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
103
13/14 Deuteronomy 26:1-11 91
20/21 Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 27
27/28
Exodus 3:1-15
103

New Testament

Gospel

1 Corinthians 12:27-13:13 Luke 9:28-36
2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10
Matt. 6:1-6, 16-21
Romans 10:5-13
Luke 4:1-13
Philippians 3:17-4:1
Luke 13:22-35
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

* Ash Wednesday

Prayer, Praise and Thanksgiving
Please remember in your prayers: Virginia Roberts, James
Montgomery (Janice Bull’s brother), Bruce Davis, Jim Sites,
Blanche Heidengren, Leininger family, Florence Daugherty, Tom
P., Theresa Woodman, Benjamin DeLouis, Carol Matthews, Chuck
Matthews, Christine (Chuck & Carol’s daughter), Jim Roberts, Patti
Davis, Herb Smith, Janice Sarver, Betty, Chris and David Harris (Rebecca Martelli’s
family), Tom DiSanto, Marion Morgan, Cindy Lang, Hugh & Ruth Williams, Deacon
Dennis Wilson, Dick & Dee Fuller, Nicki, Jim. Our Homebound: Susan Cipriani,
Evelyn Hoffman, Alice Miracle, Josephine (Jill) Bull.
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Monthly Praise and Worship Service
Thursday, February 25
6:30 pm

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper February 9
Join us for a wonderful time of fellowship and feasting on the
eve of the beginning of Lent on Tuesday, February 9 at
6:00 pm. If you can help with serving, cooking or cleanup,
please sign up at the back of the church. There is no cost for
the meal of pancakes, applesauce, and beverages. A love
offering basket will be available.
Ash Wednesday
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 10 this year. Christians have
observed this season of the church year since the fourth century. It’s
traditionally a time of reflection, penitence and spiritual renewal before
Easter. Our Ash Wednesday Service will be at 7:00 pm and will include
Holy Communion and the optional imposition of ashes.
Looking
Ahead: Father Philip will lead us in a Passover Seder during Holy Week—it is planned
for Monday, March 21.
The Annual Meeting of Prince of Peace Anglican Church,
including election and installation of Vestry members, will take
place on Sunday, February 14, 2016, following the 10:30 am
worship service. Everyone is encouraged to attend! The Annual
Report will be available on February 6/7. Please read it thoroughly!
Vestry News
At the January Vestry meeting, the Vestry approved the minutes and financial reports
for November and December as well as:
Did Bible Study together on the theme of LOVE (for Valentine's Day)
Began to explore the development of policies to protect the church from state
policies that go against our faith
Discussed looking into rates on different building insurance plans to reduce
our premiums
Thanked outgoing Vestry members for their faithful service: Joe Chontos,
Rhonda Fisher, Jim Fisher
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Wednesday Night Lenten Supper
With Two Education Classes
Beginning on February 17, 6:00 – 8:00 pm
Class #1 – The Comeback
Feel like you’ve blown it? Reached the point of no return? That your life hasn’t gone
as planned? If so, you are not alone. We all know what it feels like when life disappoints
us or doesn’t work out as we’d hoped. We all know what it’s like to long for something
different, something better and something more.
No matter what kind of discouragement, grief, pain, trouble or
heartache we encounter, God always offers a new beginning, a change
of heart or a powerful spiritual turnaround. God is in the business of
giving fresh starts to people. He gives hope to the hopeless, direction
to the directionless, help to those who need help. God is always good,
all the time, and His plans will always prevail, even when our plans
fail. God helps us prevent our current circumstances from getting the
final say!
Drawing on his own experiences and pivotal Bible stories, author Louis Giglio shows
how God is all about comebacks. This Lent, on Wednesday evenings, we’ll be looking
at the book, ‘The Comeback’, which will remind us that God can use our mess and still
make a masterpiece.
Sign Up at the back of the church if you can attend and let us know what
you can bring to share. We will have ONLY soup, salad and bread for our
Lenten Suppers. Dinner is at 6 pm; Classes begin at 6:45. Free 1st chapter
of the book is on the back table in the Sanctuary.
Class #2 - Financial Peace University Details
Financial Peace University is a life-changing program that teaches you
how to make right decisions with your money. You’ll be empowered
with the practical skills and confidence needed to achieve your financial
goals and experience true financial peace! Each of the 9 lessons deals
with a different topic that will change the way you think about
personal finance. Dave teaches about how to save money, live on a budget,
communicate about money, eliminate debt, find bargains and experience the joy of
giving.
The class will be part of our Wednesday evening dinner and instructions series and will
begin February 17. The class will meet from 6:45-8:15, preceded optionally by a free
supper at 6:00. There will be 9 class sessions, running until April 20. (There will be
no class on Wednesday in Holy Week, March 23.)
>>>
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If you elect to take the course, the cost of the course
package is about $99.00 per couple. Experience
has shown that on average course participants have
an $8,000 turn around in their finances in the first
90 days! Financial assistance is available upon request. You may enroll by completing
a registration form at the church, or contacting Pastor Bob Richard (724.301.9073,
fr.bob.richard@gmail.com). If you have any questions, contact Pastor Bob.

AARP Safe Driver Course
For persons 50 and over, AARP offers a Safe Driver Course to help us
better understand and respond to the ways that driving has changed for
us over the last decades. Pastor Bob Richard will again be teaching this
class on Saturdays February 13 and 20 from 9 am to 1 pm at Trinity
Anglican Church, 370 Beaver St, Beaver, PA 15009. To register, contact
Pastor Bob Richard (724.318.8429; fr.bob.richard@gmail.com). Persons who
complete the course can receive a discount of at least 5% on their auto insurance.

January Youth Update
Hello Prince of Peace Family!
Our youth group ended 2015 with a Christmas party. We played a fun
Christmas-themed game, had dinner together, watched a movie
about Saint Nicholas and the spirit of giving, and had a competition
of desserts baked by the youth (well... actually they all got parents or
siblings to do most of the work for “their” desserts
– but they helped!). Now that we’ve returned from the holidays, we
are planning to go to Winter Jam (an awesome Christian concert
with 10 different bands, and a speaker) and have a Super Bowl
party together.
We continue to meet each week on Sunday from 6-8 pm for games, snacks, fellowship,
Bible study, and prayer – all youth in 5th through 12th grades are welcome! If you’d like
more information, I or Pastor John would be happy to talk with you and answer any
questions you might have. Please continue to pray that our youth will grow in their
knowledge and love of the Lord!
In Christ,
Jason Waller
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2016 OUTREACH AND MISSIONS AT PRINCE OF PEACE
“Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look
around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting.” John 4:35
I read this verse in my daily reading this morning, and was again challenged by it. Yes,
I have made some efforts during 2015 in prayer, giving and action to share the Gospel
with those who have not yet responded, BUT the fields are chock-a-block full of people
with ‘ripened’ hearts who need to hear the Good News of Jesus’ salvation.
At Prince of Peace together we have done much also to reach out to the community
around us and to more distant places, but there is much more we can all do in 2016;
AND it is getting more urgent as the time for our Lord’s return gets ever closer.
Below are some events during the first half of the
year that the Outreach Committee is planning for.
Please take note of them and ask the Lord how you
can use them to help you reach out to others with
the Gospel. In addition consider what other
opportunities you might like to see provided and talk to any member of the Outreach
Committee or to Pastor John. Don’t forget to look at the Missions Table in the
Fellowship room and take materials to help you pray and get involved.
February 6/7: World Missions Day – there will be some special prayers and
materials and the sermons will have a Missions theme
February 9: Shrove Tuesday – invite friends to the Pancake Supper
February 17 – March 16: Lenten dinners and Bible Studies
March 12/13 Missions in Focus Weekend – focused on local Anglican
outreaches
April 16: Free Windshield Washing Outreach
May 7: Bikers’ Blessing
Sometime in the spring: providing a meal for the Church in the
Margins service at the Uncommon Grounds Café in Aliquippa on a
couple of Saturday evenings.
>>>
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New Wineskins Conference
The New Wineskins for Global Mission Conference is scheduled for April 7-10
at Ridgecrest, near Ashville, North Carolina. Speakers include missionaries
from around the world with dynamic stories to tell; and the worship will be
awe-inspiring. I am planning to go and would love for a group of Prince of
Peace members to come with me. You will not be disappointed; I guarantee!
Registration details are on the Missions Table.
Passover Seder
The Prince of Peace Passover Seder will be on the Monday of Holy Week (March 21),
rather than the Tuesday, as we had it last year. We have now held a Seder here for the
last three years. Last year we invited guests, and enjoyed a wonderful
evening. I am moved this year to make our Seder a more ‘in-house’
celebration; and I would love to have more of our own members plan
to attend. Whether you have been to a Seder previously or not, it will
be, I believe, an informative and spiritually satisfying experience. I
particularly want to encourage you to bring children and young people, and I will make
sure they get to take part. Sign-up sheets will be available in church very soon.
Choices Pregnancy Center Support
Don’t forget to bring back the Choices Baby Bottles by Easter. If you have
not gotten one yet, some more are available on the Missions table.
Pastor Philip for your Outreach Committee
Thank you for your Christmas Outreach Donations!
Thank you to everyone who brought in coats, jackets, scarves, hats
and mittens for the Uncommon Café in Aliquippa and for Shepherd’s
Heart Fellowship in Pittsburgh. Your generous donations warmed a
lot of people this winter; as did the donations to C.A.S.T. that were
used to help with the heating bills for those in need.
Cheryl Glus, who coordinated all of this, noted that she attended the Christmas Eve
party at the Café, and also helped with the gift wrapping for that event. She and two
others purchased Christ-centered gifts at the Family Christian Book store. She
requested that when you shop there, to keep this ministry in mind! If you would like
to assist Cheryl with this ministry, please contact her!
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Side by Side – Pastor John and Blanche Heidengren
“Pour out your heart to him, for God is our refuge.” (Psalm
62:8b NLT) The Bible says when we go through a season of loss, the
first thing we need to do is release our grief.
Tragedy always produces strong emotions — anger, fear, depression,
worry, and sometimes guilt. These feelings are scary to us, and we
don't know what to do with them. When we've experienced a major loss, these
enormous feelings bubble up within us. If we don't deal with them now, it will take us
far longer to recover.
Some of us have never dealt with grief in our life. We're stuffers. We push it down. We
pretend it's not there. That's why we're still struggling with emotional stress in our life
from losses from years ago.
But Jesus taught us about grief: "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted” (Matt. 5:4). It's OK to grieve. When someone dies as a Christian, we know
they're in heaven, so we don't grieve like the world. We're not grieving for their sake;
we're grieving for our own sake, because we're going to miss them.
Psalm 62:8 says, "Pour out your heart to him, for God is our refuge." Those of us who
are going through a loss right now need to understand that if we don't release our grief,
it will pour out eventually. Feelings that are pushed down fester, and eventually they
explode in a much worse situation.
So cry out to God, "God, I’m hurt! I'm grieving! This is a tough one to take.” David, in
the Psalms, often spills his guts: "God, I'm in a tough time right now. I am really, really
hurting.” Cry out to God, just like David did. Release your grief first so that God can
begin to heal your heart. ~ Pastor John

With LOVE being on the minds and
's of most people as Valentine's Day
is coming up soon, I want to share a wonderful truth: You are on God's
mind all the time...yes, YOU... and He loves you more than you can
imagine! Let's look at a few verses in the living Word of God, the Bible, that
tell us how much He treasures those who love Him and follow Him.
From Isaiah 43:4a, we see that God sees us as "precious in His eyes, and honored and
He loves us." Have you ever been told that before you were even born, you were a
"twinkle" in your dad's eyes? We are like "twinkles" in our heavenly Father's eyes! It is
so encouraging to know that we are treasured as His children.
>>>
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In Jeremiah 31:3, God declares to His people Israel, "I have loved you with an
everlasting love, therefore I have continued My faithfulness to you." Unlike some
people's fickle love for us, God's love for us is faithful, dependable and will last
FOREVER. It will go on and on throughout eternity. In heaven we will experience the
outpouring of His love upon us and there will be nothing in the way of our receiving
that divine affection; no sin or devil to keep us from His amazing love!
Finally in 1 John 4:9, we read that, "In this the love of God was made manifest among
us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him." He
sent His Son, Jesus, to show us His love. He doesn't just talk of His love for us, He acts
on it! As we "live through Him," may we do the same in sharing that love with others!
~ Blanche
Bishop of Pittsburgh Search Process
(Nov. 7, 2015 - From a letter by The Rev. Paul Cooper, Co-Chair, Transition Committee)
In August, the Bishop discreetly disclosed to the Standing
Committee his desire to retire. The Standing Committee is the
elected body that has two important functions in diocesan life: (1)
a council of advice for the bishop; and (2) holds episcopal
authority when there is no bishop, which consequently means
exercising oversight of the transition between bishops. The
Standing Committee immediately began work to shape a process
that would be honoring to God and best for our diocese.
Shaping a Process – the Old Ways. In the past, a search process for a bishop was
often executed by a centralized search committee that received and vetted names,
producing a slate of candidates to present to Convention. A “dog and pony show” then
paraded candidates before deputies, and Convention voted. There were a few “pros”
but a lot of “cons” to that system. Once the slate of candidates was announced, political
campaigning ensued. Politics, power-brokering, caucusing, and palace intrigue
reigned. Anxiety, lobbying, and political maneuvering often triumphed, and the system
often favored the politically savvy.
Shaping a Process – A New Day. The Standing Committee knew we needed a
better, more godly approach. As a part of the Anglican Church in North America, we
have new and different Provincial Canons, and we have a new and different College of
Bishops to work with.
>>>
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A Better Way. We grew convinced that we need prayer, not politics; and
discernment, not a search. We also want a process that honors, protects, and enhances
the local voice, not centralized power in decision-making. Ultimately, we want a process
that also provides room for God’s voice too.
Discerning, not a Search. There are three Scripture passages that the
Standing Committee considered: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 (Samuel anointing David);
Acts 1:12-26 (the election of Matthias to replace Judas); and 1 Timothy 3:1-13
(St Paul’s wisdom to St Timothy about qualifications for Bishops and
Deacons). We know that we’re not Samuel, picking a king. We also know that
we’re not Peter, picking a replacement Apostle. Over-spiritualizing our work
would be counterproductive. Our job – together as we listen to one another and pray –
is to discern the leader that God knows we need. Not what I need or what I think you
need, but the leader God knows we need.
The Process.
This is what the Standing Committee proposes:
Step 1. Listening and communicating (November – December 2015). We will
communicate and fine-tune the process. We will create a conduit for the whole diocese
to suggest names for consideration.
Step 2. Diocesan-wide call to prayer and discernment (January 2016). We will release
resources for parishes and individuals. We will likely have a Day of Prayer event.
Step 3. Discernment in Districts (February 2016). Formal
nominations will be decided in the Districts. The Districts will
meet to worship, pray. Working from a provided roster of
suggested names, or suggesting any other qualified name, the
District will forward up to three Nominees – as agreed to by a
majority in both lay and clergy deputations. (Our District,
District One, will meet on Saturday, February 13 from 1-4 pm to choose up to three
names for the ballot—please pray for the seven persons from Prince of Peace who will
be voting: Pastors John, Philip, Greg, Dennis and deputies Jim Fisher, Rhonda Fisher
and Darlene Miller.
in

Step 4. Discernment for the Nominees (March 2016). Nominees’ qualification will be
determined. We will then contact nominees to receive their consent to stand (or not),
and questionnaires will be answered and received. Background checks will also be
completed.
>>>
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Step 5. Discernment in Special Convention (April 2016). Names and materials will be
published for anyone to read. Convention deputies will meet with Nominees for public
questions and answers (Fri, Apr 22); and Convention will cast ballots (on Sat, April 23).
Our Aims. Our desire is to facilitate an open, decentralized, and transparent process.
We want prayer, not politics. We want discernment, not a search. We want all voices
honored, especially God’s.
Communication. We look forward to hearing from you if you have
questions or concerns. The Standing Committee has already received
very helpful feedback, and we are here to help. Above all, we ask for
your prayers – for spiritual protection, for godly wisdom, and for true
discernment. We can’t wait to greet the leader God knows we need.
Update
1. Diocesan Day of Prayer & Fasting. Please set aside Wednesday, February 3,
2016 as a special day of Prayer and Fasting. Information and resources will be available
soon.
2. Suggest Names for Bishop. Thank you to everyone who has suggested names so
far. To date, we have received 52 submissions that have yielded 35 names. Submissions
have come evenly from clergy and laity, which is great. The deadline to submit a name
is January 25. Find the form and other information on the Diocesan website. The
suggested names will create a "Roster" which will be a resource to the Districts’
Nominating Meetings. The Roster will be provided to clergy and laity first, then posted
on the Diocesan website.
3. District Nominating Meetings are currently being scheduled. Please keep the
clergy and lay deputies in your prayers.
NEW Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study
Come and join us for our new class Healthy and Free on Wednesday mornings at
9:30 am beginning on February 17. (Please note the date change!) The cost is $17.00
for the workbook, and a $10.00 optional donation to help purchase
the DVD and leader guide. The study, by Beni Johnson, will guide you
on a journey towards health. Her conversational, yet in-depth
teaching style is complimented with helpful study tools, so you can
experience the fullness of what it mean to walk in heaven’s health.
Contact Blanche Heidengren for more information or to register for
the class.
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+ Christian Symbol +
Anchor - Because in ancient times an anchor represented safety, early
Christians adopted it as a symbol of their hope in Christ. "We have this
hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure" (Hebrews 6:19, NIV).
Word play may have been involved: ankura, Greek for "anchor," sounds
similar to en kurio, or "in the Lord." As Latin became Christians' primary
language, however, the "anchor-Lord" connection would have faded.

From a worship bulletin in Santa Clara, California:

After the presentation, a lively debate
ensured …
Before publication, some lively proofing shoud ensue.
Bible Quiz
At a time of deep struggle in Elijah’s life, God made his presence known to him. How?
A.
B.
C.
D.

In a strong and destructive wind
In an earthquake
Through fire
Through silence Answer: See Page 15
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“A Different Type of Prayer”
Heavenly Father, Help us remember that the
jerk who cut us off in traffic last night is a single
mother who worked nine hours that day and
was rushing home to cook dinner, help with
homework, do the laundry and spend a few
precious moments with her children.
Help us to remember that the pierced, tattooed,
disinterested young man who can’t make change
correctly is a worried 19 year old college student,
balancing his apprehension over final exams with
his fear of not getting his student loans for next
semester.
Remind us, Lord, that the scary looking bum,
begging for money in the same spot every day
(who really ought to get a job)! is a slave to
addictions that we can only imagine in our worst
nightmares.
Help us to remember that the old couple walking
annoyingly slow through the store aisles and
blocking our shopping progress are savoring this
moment, knowing that, based on the biopsy report
she got back last week, this will be the last year
that they go shopping together.
Heavenly Father, remind us each day that, of all
the gifts you give us, the greatest gift is love. It is
not enough to share that love with those we hold dear.
Open our hearts not just to those who are close to us
but to all humanity. Let us be slow to judgment and
quick to forgiveness and patience
and empathy and love. Let your JOY well up in our hearts.
Amen (author unknown)
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Smile!
The local news station was interviewing an 80-year-old lady because she had just gotten
married for the fourth time. The interviewer asked her questions about what it felt like
to be marrying again at 80, and then about her new husband's occupation.
"He's a funeral director," she answered.
The newsman then asked her if she wouldn't mind telling him a little about her first
three husbands and what they did for a living. She paused a few moments, needing time
to reflect on all those years. A smile came to her face and she
answered proudly, explaining that she had first married a
banker when she was in her 20's, then a circus ringmaster when
in her 40's, and a preacher when in her 60's, and now - in her
80's - a funeral director.
The interviewer looked at her, quiet astonished, and asked why
she had married four men with such diverse careers.
She replied, "I married one for the money, two for the show,
three to get ready, and four to go!"
From The Joyful Noiseletter Jan-Feb 2016; via Joyce Keyser, Gilford, NH used with
permission. [And thank you to Pastor Philip and Sylvia Bottomley for passing this
along!]
Love Notes
When it comes to relationships, kid quotes are priceless:
“I love you so much that even God is amazed!”
“Dear Mom, I love when you spend time with you.” (A mom can only dream!)
“I’m sorry that I’ve been chasing you outside. If you start to like me, I will not
chase you.”
Responding to a note that asked, “Do you like me?” a child wrote, “I don’t know.
I don’t know myself yet. Plus I’m under a lot of stress at home so, I can’t tell.
P.S. You don’t know yourself until you’re 18.”
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Answer to Bible Quiz on page 12 - D (See 1 Kings 19:9-12, NRSV.)

The deadline for articles for the March 2016 issue of Peace Notes
is Friday, February 19. Please email your articles to the editor,
Bev McKee at gbmckee1@verizon.net; call her at 724 457-7105,
or give them to the Church Secretary, June Statler.

Prince of Peace Anglican Church
1314 Gringo Rd.
Aliquippa, PA 15001
Pastor John M. Heidengren
Phone 724 375-5351
E-mail
Princeofpeaceanglicanhopewell@outlook.com

Website
Worship
www.pop-church.com
Saturday - 6:00 P.M.
Sunday - 8:00 A.M. & 10:30 A.M.
Prince of Peace is part of the Anglican diocese of Pittsburgh, the Anglican Church in
North America, and the worldwide Anglican Communion, and is part of God’s one
holy catholic and apostolic Church.
Vision Statement
We the members of Prince of Peace Church are called to...go into the world, caring for
people with God’s love, inviting people to follow Jesus, and then teaching them to obey
Jesus in all they do.
Mission Statement
Our vision is fulfilled as we intentionally train followers of Jesus to...
Worship God passionately,
Care for each other graciously,
Study God’s ways diligently,
Give to God sacrificially,
Connect purposefully with outsiders,
Serve God’s church whole-heartedly...so that those separated from God would
experience Jesus and follow Him.

