
 

   

 
CONTEMPORARY/LIVESTREAM WORSHIP  

(10:30 AM) 
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FIRST DAY OF ADVENT 
NOVEMBER 28, 2021 
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INTRODUCTION 
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expectation, but that expectation 
finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a 
“righteous Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 
the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly 
await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word 
and supper. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
Stand 

 
P This is the day that the Lord has made: 
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps 118:24) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism as the presiding minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills 

the hungry with good things.   
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.  

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P God for whom we wait,  
C in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing that 

your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of 
self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your 
children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of 
your saving grace. Amen. 

 
P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

† your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

C Amen. 

First Day of Advent     10:30 A.M. 
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GATHERING HYMN               THE KING OF GLORY 

Refrain 
The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
Open the gate before him, lift up your voices. 
 
1. Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him? 
 he is Emmanuel, the promised of ages. 
 
2. In all of Galilee, in city or village,  
 he goes among his people, curing their illness. 
 
3. Sing then of David’s Son, our Savior and brother; 

in all of Galilee was never another. 
 
4. He gave his life for us, the pledge of salvation; 
 he took upon himself the sins of the nation. 
 
5. He conquered sin and death; he truly has risen, 
 And he will share with us his heavenly vision. 
 
Text: Willard F. Jabusch, Music: Israeli traditional  Text ã 1968, 1995 Willard F. Jabusch, admin. OCP Used by permission CCLI license No. 759240.  CCLI Song # 
#2699129  

 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  
C By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem 

us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE              LAURA BARTON 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Children are excused for Sunday School 

 
 

FIRST READING                         JEREMIAH 33:14-16 
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts righteously 
both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—
“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel.  
 
14

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of  
Israel and the house of Judah. 

15
In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 

spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 
16

In those days     
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 
“The Lord is our righteousness.”  
 
R   Word of God, word of life 
C   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 24 
Refrain: sung first by Cantor, then by all 
C Lord, this is the people who long to see your face. 
 Lord, this is the people who long to see your face. 
 
Verses sung by Cantor 
1. All creation is the work of God.  The earth and all creatures belong to the Lord. 
 From mountains to valleys, from ocean to land, the Lord God made them all. 
 
2. Who will climb the sacred mountain, the holy place of God? 
 Those who have not done evil, whose hearts are pure, whose eyes are not blind. 
 
SECOND READING             1 THESSALONIANS 3:9-13 
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In 
this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing 
church. 
 
9
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because 

of you? 
10

Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore what-
ever is lacking in your faith. 
  

11
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 

12
And may the 

Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for 
you. 

13
And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God 

and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  
 
R Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 
GOSPEL VERSE 
C Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you; 

We have come with open hearts, O, let the ancient words impart. 
 
GOSPEL READING                        LUKE 21:25-36 
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there 
will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and 
receive God’s promised redemption.  
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 21

st 
chapter 

C Glory to You, O Lord 
 
[Jesus said:] 

25
“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 

among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
26

People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 

27
Then 

they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 
28

Now when these 
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near.” 
  

29
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 

30
as soon as they sprout 

leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 
31

So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 

32
Truly I tell you, this genera-

tion will not pass away until all things have taken place. 
33

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 
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34

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 
the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 

35
like a trap. For it will come 

upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 
36

Be alert at all times, praying that you may have 
the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”  
 
P The Gospel of our Lord 
C Praise to You, O Christ 
 
Sit 

 
Stand 
 

SONG OF THE DAY                 JESUS, COME TO US 
Refrain 

Jesus, come to us, lead us to your light. 
Jesus, be with us, for we need you. 

 
1) Lord, we come before you, listen to our prayer. 
 Fill us all with hope and your love. 
 Refrain 
 
2) Lord, you give us wonders, your glory to all. 
 We believe in you. Come to us. 
 Refrain  
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — APOSTLES CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth.  
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He sufered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven,  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Sit 
 
MINISTRY MOMENTS (ANNOUNCEMENTS) 
 
 

SERMON “THE WAITING IS THE HARDEST PART” SEMINARIAN ROB WILLIAMSON 
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OFFERING (Please place your offerings in the collection plate located by the doors as you exit) 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                WORSHIP TEAM 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all 

your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ     
Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
We invite all baptized Christians who desire God's presence and forgiveness in their life to receive 
Communion. The tray contains your choice of white grape juice in the center or wine; you may also choose 
wine from the chalice. Gluten free wafers are available. Children are encouraged to come forward for a 
blessing 
(St. Alphonsus de Liguori 1696-1787) 

 
Sit 
 

COMMUNION HYMN                STRONGER 
 

Ben Fielding/Reuben Mogan, 2007 Hillsong Music Publishing (Admin. By EMI Christian Music Publishing) Used by permission CCLI License No. 
759240 CCLI song #5060810 

1) There is love that came for us, 
Humbled to a sinner’s cross.  
You broke my shame and sinfulness. 
You rose again victorious. 

  
2) Faithfulness none can deny,  

through the storm and through the fire. 
There is truth that sets me free.  
Jesus Christ who lives in me. 

  
Chorus: 

You are stronger;  
you are stronger. 
Sin is broken;  
you have saved me;  
it is written. 
Christ is risen.  
Jesus, you are Lord of all. 

 3) No beginning and no end.  
You’re my hope and my defense. 
You came to seek and save the lost.  
You paid it all upon the cross.  

Chorus 
  
Bridge: 

So let your name be lifted higher,  
Be lifted higher,  
Be lifted higher.  
(Repeat 3x) 

 
Chorus 2x 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in God’s grace, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P Most High God, 

you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 

 
BENEDICTION 
P The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy  Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN               SING TO THE KING  
 
1.  Sing to the King Who is coming to reign 

Glory to Jesus, the Lamb that was slain 
Life and salvation His empire shall bring 
And joy to the nations when Jesus is King  
Repeat 

 
Chorus: 

Come, let us sing a song 
A song declaring that we belong to Jesus 
He’s all we need 
Lift up a heart of praise 
Sing now with voices raised to Jesus 
Sing to the King 

 
2.   For His returning we watch and we pray 

We will be ready the dawn of that day 
We'll join in singing with all the redeemed 
'Cause Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King  
 

Chorus 
 
Repeat verse 2  
 
Chorus 
 
2003 worshiptogether.com songs (Admin.  by EMI  Chr istian Music  Publishing)  s ixsteps Music  (Admin.  by  EMI Christian Music Publi shing) 
CCLI  song #4010902  

 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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