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INTRODUCTION 
The Second Reading announces that "So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!" That new life is for both 
prodigal sons and elder brothers.  That new life is even for congregations, and God invites 
everyone to the celebration. 
 
YOUR COURTESY IS REQUESTED 
In order to provide a worshipful experience for everyone, please turn off the ringer on your 
cellular phone. If you truly need to be accessible during the next hour, please use the 
‘vibrate-only’ setting so as not to disturb those sitting around you. 
 

Congregational Steering Team 2022 
 
 
 

 
Large Print bulletins are available from the ushers 

 
 
Free WiFi is available for your convenience. Use #discovertheshepherd when tagging the 
church on social media. Login: SOH Guest P SOHGuest; Password: SOHGuest 
 
 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under License  
#SB094393. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights  
reserved. Used by permission .   

 
 

We exist to proclaim the message of salvation in Christ through 
joyful worship, quality education and loving service 

 
President John Erickson 

Secretary Jeanne Meyers 

Treasurer Judy Horan 

Education Laura Barton 

Outreach Chris Curtis 

Operations Stan Stolte 

Congregational Life Pat Alvestad 

Stewardship Glenn Wylie 

Missions Joyce Reed 

Youth Rep Vacant 
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PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand as you are able 

 
P This is the day that the Lord has made: 
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps 118:24) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism as the presiding minister begins. 

 
P In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in 

our pilgrimage. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P Holy One,  
C we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your      

promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have squandered 
our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst.  Have    
mercy on us!  Forgive us and turn us again to you.  Teach us to follow in your 
ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 

 
P Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be 

saved.  In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of 
love.  In † Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.  God journeys with you and teaches you 
how to live in love. 

C Amen. 
 
 

The Fourth Sunday In Lent     8:30 A.M. 
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GATHERING HYMN        THERE’S A WIDENESS IN GOD’S MERCY 

 
 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. God of compassion,  
C you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our     

baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Please be seated 

 
Please stand for the Gospel reading as you are able 

Please be seated 

Please stand as you are able 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY            WHAT A WONDROUS LOVE IT THIS 

SERMON “IT’S A PARTY! WANNA COME?” PR. SCOT SORENSEN 

FIRST READING JOSHUA 5:9-12 PAGE 19   

SECOND READING  2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21 PAGE 19   

GOSPEL READING   LUKE 15:1-3, 11B-32 PAGE 20   
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Please be seated 
 
MINISTRY MOMENTS (ANNOUNCEMENTS) 
 
OFFERING (Please place your offerings in the collection plate located by the doors as you exit) 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC               WORSHIP TEAM 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we  gather at 

your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, 
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness 
should give way to your own brilliant light.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. 
  

All creation sings your praise. Sun, moon, and stars reflect your glory. 
Mountains, lakes, and forests declare your wonders. 
  
With Sarah and Abraham we go out in faith, trusting your promise. 
With Miriam and Moses we celebrate our deliverance from bondage. 
With Naomi and Ruth we bind ourselves together in covenant love. 
With Jonathan and David we delight in the gift of deep and abiding friendship. 
With Mary and Elizabeth we welcome your presence in the birth of Jesus, the Holy One. 
With Lazarus, Martha, and Mary we give thanks for the blessings of family. 
With disciples and followers we marvel at the reign of God come near. 
With saints through the ages we ponder the mystery of Christ’s dying and rising. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed,… 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With hearts full of memories and hopes, we break this bread and share this cup, 
remembering the death and resurrection of Christ, and his promise to be with us always 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

C Christ has died.  
 Christ is risen.  
 Christ will come again. 
 
P Come down, O Love divine. 

Come among us, O passionate Fire. 
Come within us, O Spirit of unity. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
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P At this table make us your body. 
Form us to be people of justice and peace. 
Fill us with gratitude and generosity 
that we may bear the fruit of love in word and deed. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P Praise to you, Author of creation. 

Praise to you, O Beloved One. 
Praise to you, O Giver of all good things. 
Praise to you, blessed and holy Trinity, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Here is food and drink for the journey.  Take and be filled.  

We invite all baptized Christians who desire God's presence and forgiveness in their life to     
receive  Communion. The tray contains your choice of white grape juice (in the center) or wine. 
Gluten-free wafers are available. Children are encouraged to come forward for a blessing. 

 
Please be seated 
 

SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION            LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN           ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME 

Please stand as you are able 
 

BLESSING 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you in his 

grace.  
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of 

life.  Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 
C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the    

journey.  Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, † bless you this day and  always. 
C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN         LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand as you are able 

 
P This is the day that the Lord has made: 
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps 118:24) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism as the presiding minister begins. 
 
P In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in 

our pilgrimage. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P Holy One,  
C we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your      

promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have squandered 
our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst.  Have    
mercy on us!  Forgive us and turn us again to you.  Teach us to follow in your 
ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 

 
P Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be 

saved.  In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of 
love.  In † Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.  God journeys with you and teaches you 
how to live in love. 

C Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG               LOVE COME DOWN  

The Third Sunday In Lent     10:30 A.M. 

Chorus 
I will sing forever, 
Of Your love come down 
With my hands to heaven, 
Shout Your praises loud 
I was lost in darkness, 
When You pulled me out 
I will sing forever, 
Of Your love come down 
 

1. I once was blind, I could not see 
Chains of sin had shackled me 
But God in heaven, heard my plea 
And Jesus, Jesus rescued me 
Yea, Jesus, Jesus rescued me   
Chorus 

2. Grace so sweet, it floods my soul 
And hope eternal won't let go 
My debt erased, at Calvary 
When Jesus, Jesus rescued me 
Yea, Jesus, Jesus rescued me 
Chorus 
 

Bridge 
Well, there's a home, beyond the sky 
A song we'll sing, for all of time 
The grave is empty, I am free 
'Cause Jesus, Jesus rescued me 
'Cause Jesus, Jesus rescued me! 
Chorus 2X 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. God of compassion,  
C you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our     

baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE            PR. SCOT SORENSEN 
Children are excused for Sunday School 
 

Please stand for the Gospel reading as you are able 

 
GOSPEL VERSE 
C Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world, 

They resound with God's own heart Oh, let the Ancient words impart.  
 
 Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you; 

We have come with open hearts, O, let the ancient words impart. 
Please be seated 

 
Please stand as you are able 

SONG OF THE DAY           I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 

John 11:25 By Jamie Owens Collins © 2012 Fairhill Music, Inc. All rights reserved. SonWest Roundup Music Leader CD-ROM © 2013 Gospel Light, Ventu-
ra, CA 

FIRST READING JOSHUA 5:9-12 PAGE 19  

SECOND READING  2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21 PAGE 19  

GOSPEL READING   LUKE 15:1-3, 11B-32 PAGE 20  

SERMON “IT’S A PARTY! WANNA COME?” PR. SCOT SORENSEN 

Verse 
Every one of us needs rescue from sin.  
That’s why Jesus came to die.  
Jesus told us if we put our trust in Him,  
We will have eternal life. 
Jesus rose up from the grave.  
Here’s the promise that He gave. 

Chorus 
I am the resurrection and the life. 
I am the resurrection and the life.  
He who believes in me will live,  
even though he dies. 
I am the resurrection and the life. 

Repeat verse and chorus 



 

 15 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Please be seated 
 
MINISTRY MOMENTS (ANNOUNCEMENTS) 
 
OFFERING (Please place your offerings in the collection plate located by the doors as you exit) 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC               WORSHIP TEAM 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at 

your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, 
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 
Please stand as you are able 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Here is food and drink for the journey.  Take and be filled.  
  
 We invite all baptized Christians who desire God's presence and forgiveness in their life to receive 

Communion. The tray contains your choice of white grape juice (in the center) or wine. Gluten-free    
wafers are available. Children are encouraged to come forward for a blessing. 

  
 If you are worshiping in your homes, you are invited to commune each other, or to take communion 

yourself. You may use these words:  
 The body of the Christ, given for you. The blood of the Christ, shed for you. 
 
For those abstaining from communion, I invite you to offer a blessing to each other. Here are two options: 
1. Marking the forehead in the sign of the cross and saying:  
 (Name) child of God, know that you are loved and protected by God. 
2. Prayer for those abstaining from Communion: 

 My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen 
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COMMUNION SONG              LORD, I NEED YOU   

Christy Nockels | Daniel Carson | Jesse Reeves | Kristian Stanfill | Matt Maher Used by permission CCLI license No. 759240 CCLI Song # 5925687 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 

BLESSING 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you in his 

grace.  
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P Let us pray. Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, 

the bread of life.  Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 
C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the    

journey.  Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, † bless you this day and  always. 
C Amen. 

1) Lord, I come, I confess 
Bowing here I find my rest 
Without You I fall apart 
You're the One that guides my heart 

 
Chorus 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You 
Every hour I need You 
My one defense, my righteousness 
Oh God, how I need You 

 
2) Where sin runs deep Your grace is more 

Where grace is found is where You are 
And where You are, Lord, I am free 
Holiness is Christ in me    
Chorus 

Bridge 
Teach my song to rise to You 
When temptation comes my way 
And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 
Jesus, You're my hope and stay    
Chorus 

 
Tag 

You're my one defense,  
my righteousness 
Oh God, how I need You 
My one defense, my righteousness 
Oh God, how I need You 
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SENDING SONG                     GREATER  

Barry Graul, Bart Millard, Ben Glover, David Garcia, Mike Scheuchzer, Nathan Cochran, Robby Shaffer2014 D Soul Music   (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson 
Music Publishing, Inc.) Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing   (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 9t One Songs   (Admin. by 
Capitol CMG Publishing)  Mercy Me Music   (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Wet As A Fish Music   (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Used 
by permission CCLI license No. 759240.  CCLI Song #7020475 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

Verse 1: 
Bring your tired and bring your shame 
Bring your guilt and bring your pain 
Don't you know that's not your name 
You will always be much more to me 
  
Pre-Chorus1: 
Every day I wrestle with the voices 
That keep telling me I'm not right 
But that's alright 
  
Chorus: 
‘Cause I hear a voice 
And he calls me redeemed 
When others say I'll never be enough 
And greater is the One  
Living inside of me 
Than he who is living in the world 
In the world...In the world 
And greater is the One  
Living inside of me 
Than he who is living in the world 
  
Verse 2: 
Bring your doubts and bring your fears 
Bring your hurt and bring your tears 
There'll be no condemnation here 
You are holy, righteous and redeemed 

Pre-Chorus 2: 
Every time I fall  
There'll be those who will call me a mistake,  
Well that's ok 
  
CHORUS: 
Whoa, ohhh ohhhh ohhh   He's Greater 
  
Bridge: 
There’ll be days I lose the battle 
Grace says that it doesn't matter 
‘Cause the cross already won the war 
He's Greater...He's Greater 
I am learning to run freely 
Understanding just how He sees me 
And it makes me love him more and more 
My God is greater  
(He's Greater, He’s Greater) 
Than he who is living in the world 
 
Chorus--Bridge—Chorus 
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READINGS 
 
 
FIRST READING                           JOSHUA 5:9-12 
By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the miraculous manna 
that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring their forty years of wilderness     
wandering to an end at Gilgal. 

 
9
The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And 

so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
 
 

10
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the 

fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 
11

On the day after the passover, on that 
very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 

12
The 

manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had 
manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.  
 
R   Word of God, word of life 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SECOND READING               2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21 
Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He is 
our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness. 
 
16

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 

17
So if  

anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, every-
thing has become new! 

18
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, 

and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19

that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us. 

20
So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal 

through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21

For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.  
 
R Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL                  LUKE 15:1-3, 11B-32 
Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned it. The 
grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older brother who        
believes it is his obedience that has earned his place in the father’s home.  
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 15

th 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord 
 
1
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 

2
And the  

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 
 

3
So he told them this parable: 

11b
“There was a man who had two sons. 

12
The younger of 

them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So 
he divided his property between them. 

13
A few days later the younger son gathered all he 

had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute   
living. 

14
When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, 

and he began to be in need. 
15

So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 

16
He would gladly have filled himself with 

the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 
17

But when he came to 
himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but 
here I am dying of hunger! 

18
I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and before you; 
19

I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 

20
So he set off and went to his father. But while he 

was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed him. 

21
Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against  

heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
22

But the father said to 
his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his    
finger and sandals on his feet. 

23
And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and          

celebrate; 
24

for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And 
they began to celebrate. 
 

25
“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 

heard music and dancing. 
26

He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 
27

He 
replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 
got him back safe and sound.’ 

28
Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father 

came out and began to plead with him. 
29

But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these 
years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; 
yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 
 
30

But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 
you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 

31
Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with 

me, and all that is mine is yours. 
32

But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother 
of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ”  
 
P The Gospel of our Lord 
C Praise to You, O Christ 


