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INTRODUCTION 
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut down! 
The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and 
come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the 
gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good news for all of us. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
YOUR COURTESY IS REQUESTED 
In order to provide a worshipful experience for everyone, please turn off the ringer on your 
cellular phone. If you truly need to be accessible during the next hour, please use the 
‘vibrate-only’ setting so as not to disturb those sitting around you. 
 

Congregational Steering Team 2022 
 
 

 
 

Large Print bulletins are available from the ushers 
 

 
Free WiFi is available for your convenience. Use #discovertheshepherd when tagging the 
church on social media. Login: SOH Guest P SOHGuest; Password: SOHGuest 
 
 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under License  
#SB094393. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights  
reserved. Used by permission .   

 
 

We exist to proclaim the message of salvation in Christ through 
joyful worship, quality education and loving service 

 
President John Erickson 

Secretary Jeanne Meyers 

Treasurer Judy Horan 

Education Laura Barton 

Outreach Chris Curtis 

Operations Stan Stolte 

Congregational Life Pat Alvestad 

Stewardship Glenn Wylie 

Missions Joyce Reed 

Youth Rep Vacant 



 

 3 

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand as you are able 

 
P This is the day that the Lord has made: 
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps 118:24) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism as the presiding minister begins. 

 
P In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in 

our pilgrimage. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P Holy One,  
C we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your      

promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have squandered 
our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst.  Have    
mercy on us!  Forgive us and turn us again to you.  Teach us to follow in your 
ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 

 
P Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be 

saved.  In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of 
love.  In † Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.  God journeys with you and teaches you 
how to live in love. 

C Amen. 
 
 

The Third Sunday In Lent     8:30 A.M. 
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GATHERING HYMN          JUST AS I AM, WITHOUT ONE PLEA 

 
 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. Eternal God,  
C your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and res-

urrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your sav-
ing love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Please be seated 

 
Please stand for the Gospel reading as you are able 

Please be seated 

Please stand as you are able 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                 WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS 

SERMON ACCOUNTABILITY AND MERCY  PR. SCOT SORENSEN 

FIRST READING ISAIAH 55:1-9 PAGE 19  

SECOND READING  1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-13 PAGE  20 

GOSPEL READING   LUKE 13:1-9 PAGE 20  
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Please be seated 
 
MINISTRY MOMENTS (ANNOUNCEMENTS) 
 
OFFERING (Please place your offerings in the collection plate located by the doors as you exit) 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC               WORSHIP TEAM 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we  gather at 

your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, 
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior    
Jesus Christ; who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that 
our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light.  And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. 
  

All creation sings your praise. Sun, moon, and stars reflect your glory. 
Mountains, lakes, and forests declare your wonders. 
  
With Sarah and Abraham we go out in faith, trusting your promise. 
With Miriam and Moses we celebrate our deliverance from bondage. 
With Naomi and Ruth we bind ourselves together in covenant love. 
With Jonathan and David we delight in the gift of deep and abiding friendship. 
With Mary and Elizabeth we welcome your presence in the birth of Jesus, the Holy One. 
With Lazarus, Martha, and Mary we give thanks for the blessings of family. 
With disciples and followers we marvel at the reign of God come near. 
With saints through the ages we ponder the mystery of Christ’s dying and rising. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed,… 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
With hearts full of memories and hopes, we break this bread and share this cup, 
remembering the death and resurrection of Christ, and his promise to be with us always 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

C Christ has died.  
 Christ is risen.  
 Christ will come again. 
 
P Come down, O Love divine. 

Come among us, O passionate Fire. 
Come within us, O Spirit of unity. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
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P At this table make us your body. 
Form us to be people of justice and peace. 
Fill us with gratitude and generosity 
that we may bear the fruit of love in word and deed. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P Praise to you, Author of creation. 

Praise to you, O Beloved One. 
Praise to you, O Giver of all good things. 
Praise to you, blessed and holy Trinity, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Here is food and drink for the journey.  Take and be filled.  

We invite all baptized Christians who desire God's presence and forgiveness in their life to     
receive  Communion. The tray contains your choice of white grape juice (in the center) or wine. 
Gluten-free wafers are available. Children are encouraged to come forward for a blessing. 

 
Please be seated 
 

SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION            LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN             I LAY MY SINS ON JESUS 

Please stand as you are able 
 

BLESSING 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you in his 

grace.  
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of 

life.  Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 
C Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
P You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the    

journey.  Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, † bless you this day and  always. 
C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN           LORD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS 

DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 



 

 12 

 

The Third Sunday In Lent 
March 20, 2022 

Sh
ep

he
rd

 o
f 
th

e 
H

il
ls

 L
ut

he
ra

n
 C

hu
rc

h 
58

0
 T

ri
ni

ty
 D

ri
ve

   
❖

  V
ac

av
ill

e,
 C

A
 9

56
87

   
❖

  (
70

7)
 4

48
-8

59
9 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP + 8:30 AM  page 3 
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP + 10:30 AM  page 13 



 

 13 

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand as you are able 

 
P This is the day that the Lord has made: 
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps 118:24) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism as the presiding minister begins. 

 
P In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in 

our pilgrimage. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P Holy One,  
C we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your      

promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have squandered 
our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in our midst.  Have    
mercy on us!  Forgive us and turn us again to you.  Teach us to follow in your 
ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 

 
P Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be 

saved.  In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of 
love.  In † Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.  God journeys with you and teaches you 
how to live in love. 

C Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG               GUIDE MY FEET  

Text: African American Spiritual:  Public Domain 

The Third Sunday In Lent     10:30 A.M. 

1) Guide my feet while I run this race. 
 Guide my feet while I run this race. 
 Guide my feet while I run this race, 
 for I don’t want to run this race in vain! 
 
2) Stand by me while I run this race. 
 Stand by me while I run this race. 
 Stand by me while I run this race, 
 for I don’t want to run this race in vain! 

3) Search my heart while I run this race. 
 Search my heart while I run this race. 
 Search my heart while I run this race, 
 for I don’t want to run this race in vain! 
 
4) Guide my feet while I run this race. 
 Guide my feet while I run this race. 
 Guide my feet while I run this race, 
 for I don’t want to run this race in vain! 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. Eternal God,  
C your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, death, and res-

urrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and bring your sav-
ing love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                 LAURA BARTON 
Children are excused for Sunday School 
 

Please stand for the Gospel reading as you are able 

 
GOSPEL VERSE 
C Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world, 

They resound with God's own heart Oh, let the Ancient words impart.  
 
 Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you; 

We have come with open hearts, O, let the ancient words impart. 
Please be seated 

 
Please stand as you are able 

SONG OF THE DAY                   SEEK YE FIRST  

FIRST READING ISAIAH 55:1-9 PAGE 19  

SECOND READING  1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-13 PAGE 20  

GOSPEL READING   LUKE 13:1-9 PAGE 20  

SERMON ACCOUNTABILITY AND MERCY  PR. SCOT SORENSEN 

1.  Seek ye first, the Kingdom of God 
And his righteousness, all these things 
shall be Added unto you.  
Al-le-lu, Allelujah 

  
Refrain 

Lord listen to your children praying, 
Lord, send your spirit to this place, 
Lord listen to your children praying, 
Send us love,  
send us power,  
send us grace. 

2.  Ask and it shall be given unto you, 
Seek and ye shall find; 
Knock and it shall be opened unto you. 

 Al-le-lu, Allelujah  Refrain 
  

3.  Man shall not live by bread alone 
But by every word  
that proceeds from the mouth of God. 

 Al-le-lu, Allelujah  Refrain 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Please be seated 
 
MINISTRY MOMENTS (ANNOUNCEMENTS) 
 
OFFERING (Please place your offerings in the collection plate located by the doors as you exit) 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC               WORSHIP TEAM 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we   gather at 

your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, 
come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 
Please stand as you are able 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Here is food and drink for the journey.  Take and be filled.  
  
 We invite all baptized Christians who desire God's presence and forgiveness in their life to receive 

Communion. The tray contains your choice of white grape juice (in the center) or wine. Gluten-free wa-
fers are available. Children are encouraged to come forward for a blessing. 

  
 If you are worshiping in your homes, you are invited to commune each other, or to take communion 

yourself. You may use these words:  
 The body of the Christ, given for you. The blood of the Christ, shed for you. 
 
For those abstaining from communion, I invite you to offer a blessing to each other. Here are two options: 
1. Marking the forehead in the sign of the cross and saying:  
 (Name) child of God, know that you are loved and protected by God. 
2. Prayer for those abstaining from Communion: 

 My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and 
unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen 
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COMMUNION SONG        WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS  

 
Please stand as you are able 
 

BLESSING 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you, and keep you in his 

grace.  
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P Let us pray. Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, 

the bread of life.  Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 
C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the    

journey.  Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, † bless you this day and  always. 
C Amen. 

1) What a friend we have in Jesus,  
 All our sins and griefs to bear! 
 What a privilege to carry  
 Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
 Oh, what peace we often forfeit;  
 Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
 All because we do not carry  
 Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
 
2) Have we trials and temptations?  

Is there trouble anywhere? 
 We should never be discouraged 
 Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Can we find a friend so faithful  
 Who will all our sorrows share? 
 Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness 
 Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

3) Are we weak and heavy laden,  
Cumbered with a load of care? 

 Precious Savior, still our refuge 
 Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Do your friends despise, forsake you?  
 Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 In his arms he’ll take and shield you;  
 You will find a solace there. 
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SENDING SONG             HE WAS DESPISED AND REJECTED 
 
1. He was despised and rejected by his very own. 

He was despised and rejected by his very own. 
He was defiled and revealed,  
And by his wounds we have been healed. 
He was despised and rejected by his very own. 

 
2. He was oppressed and afflicted by his very own. 

He was oppressed and afflicted by his very own. 
He was defiled and revealed, And by his 
wounds we have been healed. 
He was despised and rejected by his very own. 

 
3. He bore our grief and our sorrow as his very own. 

He bore our grief and our sorrow as his very own. 
He was defiled and revealed,  
And by his wounds we have been healed. 
He was despised and rejected by his very own. 

 
Repeat Verse 1 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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READINGS 
 
 
FIRST READING                           ISAIAH 55:1-9 
To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a celebration of abun-
dant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those who return to God will enjoy new life 
and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our ways. 

 
 

1
Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

  come to the waters; 
 and you that have no money, 
  come, buy and eat! 
 Come, buy wine and milk 
  without money and without price. 
 

2
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
  and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 

3
Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 
 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
  my steadfast, sure love for David. 
 

4
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 

5
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
 because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
  for he has glorified you. 
 
 

6
Seek the Lord while he may be found, 

  call upon him while he is near; 
 

7
let the wicked forsake their way, 

  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
 let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 
  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 

8
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

  nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
 

9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

  so are my ways higher than your ways 
  and my thoughts than your thoughts.  
 
R   Word of God, word of life 
C   Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING               1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-13 
Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He is 
our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness. 
 
1
I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the 

cloud, and all passed through the sea, 
2
and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in 

the sea, 
3
and all ate the same spiritual food, 

4
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they 

drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 
5
Nevertheless, 

God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. 
 

6
Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they 

did. 
7
Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to 

eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 
8
We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some 

of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 
9
We must not put Christ to the 

test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 
10

And do not complain as some 
of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 

11
These things happened to them to 

serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the 
ages have come. 

12
So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. 

13
No test-

ing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let 
you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so 
that you may be able to endure it. 
 
R Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL                   LUKE 13:1-9 
Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is deserved into a 
hard call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for ultimate 
judgment will be tempered by patience.  
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 13

th 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord 
 
1
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.
2
[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because 

these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?
3
No, I 

tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 
4
Or those eighteen who were 

killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders 
than all the others living in Jerusalem? 

5
No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all per-

ish just as they did.” 
 

6
Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 

looking for fruit on it and found none. 
7
So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three 

years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why 
should it be wasting the soil?’ 

8
He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig 

around it and put manure on it. 
9
If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can 

cut it down.’ ”  
 
P The Gospel of our Lord 
C Praise to You, O Christ 


