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INTRODUCTION 
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit 
guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and 
divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is the gift of 
the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory revealed in Christ.    
 
YOUR COURTESY IS REQUESTED 
In order to provide a worshipful experience for everyone, please turn off the ringer on your 
cellular phone. If you truly need to be accessible during the next hour, please use the 
‘vibrate-only’ setting so as not to disturb those sitting around you. 
 

Congregational Steering Team 2022 
 

 
Large Print bulletins are available from the ushers 

Contemporary service begins on page 15 
 
 

 
Free WiFi is available for your convenience. Use #discovertheshepherd when tagging the 
church on social media. Login: SOH Guest P SOHGuest; Password: SOHGuest 
 
 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under License  
#SB094393. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights  
reserved. Used by permission .   

 
 

We exist to proclaim the message of salvation in Christ through 
joyful worship, quality education and loving service 

 
President John Erickson 

Secretary Jeanne Meyers 

Treasurer Judy Horan 

Education Laura Barton 

Outreach Chris Curtis 

Operations Stan Stolte 

Congregational Life Pat Alvestad 

Stewardship Glenn Wylie 

Missions Joyce Reed 

Youth Rep Vacant 
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PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand as you are able 

 
P This is the day that the Lord has made: 
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps 118:24) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism as the presiding minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by 

name. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P Most merciful God,  
C we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have 

turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We 
have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed to 
show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the 
things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory 
of your Son born among us, and reflect  your love for all creation. Amen. 

 
P Rejoice in this good news: In † Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descend-

ants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. 
Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

C Amen. 

The Seventh Sunday After The Epiphany     8:30 A.M. 
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GATHERING HYMN  IN CHRIST THERE IS NOT EAST OF WEST 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. O Lord Jesus,  
C make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love, 

where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine 
master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
 

 
Please stand for the Gospel reading as you are able 
 
GOSPEL VERSE 

Please be seated 

Please stand as you are able 
 
 

SERMON “UNREASONABLE LOVE” PR. SCOT SORENSEN 

FIRST READING Genesis 45:3-11, 15 PAGE 19 

PSALM 25 To You, O Lord  PAGE 19 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 PAGE 20 

GOSPEL READING   Luke 6:27-38 PAGE 20 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          LORD OF ALL NATIONS, GRANT ME GRACE 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — APOSTLES CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



 

 8 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Please be seated 
 
MINISTRY MOMENTS (ANNOUNCEMENTS) 
 
OFFERING (Please place your offerings in the collection plate located by the doors as you exit) 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                WORSHIP TEAM 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and 

guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and 
prepare us to   carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light. 

C Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the 
Jordan you proclaimed him your  beloved Son, and in the miracle of water turned to 
wine he revealed your glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the  

majesty of your glory. 
 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but have eternal life. 
 We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to    

accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
 In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 
C Christ has died.  
 Christ is risen.  
 Christ will come again. 
 
P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to 
bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance withal your saints. 

 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P  Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.  

We invite all baptized Christians who desire God's presence and forgiveness in their life to receive 
Communion. The “Eucharistables” with options of wine or grape juice are located on the round table in 
the narthex. Please see an usher for the gluten-free option. 

 
Please be seated 
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COMMUNION HYMN               LAMB OF GOD 

 
Please stand as you are able 
 

BLESSING 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in God’s grace, now and   

forever. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance 

of your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strength-
ened with the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls 

you by name,† bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever. 
C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN        CHRIST IS ALIVE! LET CHRISTIANS SING 

 
DISMISSAL 
P Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
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PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
Please stand as you are able 

 
P This is the day that the Lord has made: 
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps 118:24) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism as the presiding minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by 

name. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P Most merciful God,  
C we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have 

turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We 
have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed to 
show hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the 
things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory 
of your Son born among us, and reflect  your love for all creation. Amen. 

 
P Rejoice in this good news: In † Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descend-

ants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. 
Live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

C Amen. 

The Seventh Sunday After The Epiphany     10:30 A.M. 
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GATHERING SONG           INSTRUMENTS OF YOUR PEACE  
Chorus 
 Lord, make us instruments of your peace; 
 Where there is hatred let Your love increase. 
 Lord, make us instruments of your peace; 
 Walls of pride and prejudice shall cease, 
 When we are Your instruments of peace. 
 
1) Where there is hatred we will sow His love; 
 Where there is injury, we will never judge. 
 Where there is striving, we will speak His peace; 
 To the people crying for release, we will be His instruments of peace.  
 Chorus 
 
2)  Where there is blindness we will pray for sight; 
 Where there is darkness, we will shine His light. 
 Where there is sadness, we will bear their grief; 
 To the millions crying for release, we will be His instruments of peace. 
 Chorus 
 
Words and music by Kirk and Deby Dearman, Copyright© 1993 Expressions of Praise Music Maranatha! Music Music Services, Inc. Maranatha! Music All rights reserved. Used 
by permission CCLI #759240, Song #1136271.  
 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. O Lord Jesus,  
C make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love, 

where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine 
master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                ROB WILLIAMSON 
Children are excused for Sunday School 
 
Please be seated 

 
Please stand for the Gospel reading as you are able 

 
 

FIRST READING Genesis 45:3-11, 15 PAGE 19 

PSALM 25 To You, O Lord  PAGE 19 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 PAGE 20 
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GOSPEL VERSE 
C Holy words long preserved for our walk in this world, 

They resound with God's own heart Oh, let the Ancient words impart.  
 
 Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you; 

We have come with open hearts, O, let the ancient words impart. 
 

Please be seated 

Please stand as you are able 
 

SONG OF THE DAY                  MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT  

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — APOSTLES CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

SERMON “UNREASONABLE LOVE” PR. SCOT SORENSEN 

Chorus 
Make me an instrument of your love.  
Let me be a channel from above. 
Make me an instrument of your love,  
--an instrument of your love 

 
1. When a friend is in need  

Of an open heart, 
Let me be there, oh let me be there. 
When a friend is lost  
With nowhere to go,  
Let me be there. Chorus 

 

2. When someone is hungry,  
When someone is cold, 
Let me be there, oh let me be there. 
When someone needs help  
To carry their load, 
Let me be there. Chorus 

 
3. If someone should wonder  

Is God still alive, 
 Let me be there, let me be there.  
If someone should wonder  
Does God really care,  
Let me be there. Chorus  

Larry Olson and Karol Baer © 1989 Dakota Road Music, All rights reserved.CCLI LICENSE#1861481  

GOSPEL READING   Luke 6:27-38 PAGE 20 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Please be seated 
 
MINISTRY MOMENTS (ANNOUNCEMENTS) 
 
OFFERING (Please place your offerings in the collection plate located by the doors as you exit) 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                WORSHIP TEAM 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and 

guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and 
prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light. 

C Amen. 
 
Please stand as you are able 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.  
  
 We invite all baptized Christians who desire God's presence and forgiveness in their life to receive     

Communion. The “Eucharistables” with options of wine or grape juice are located on the round table in 
the narthex. Please see an usher for the gluten-free option. 

  
 If you are worshiping in your homes, you are invited to commune each other, or to take communion    

yourself. You may use these words:  

 The body of the Christ, given for you. The blood of the Christ, shed for you. 
 
For those abstaining from communion, I invite you to offer a blessing to each other. Here are two options: 
1. Marking the forehead in the sign of the cross and saying:  

 (Name) child of God, know that you are loved and protected by God. 
2. Prayer for those abstaining from Communion: 

 My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I 
love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, 
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from 
you. Amen 
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COMMUNION SONG            HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD  

Words and Music by Chris Tomlin © 2004 Six Step Records Used by permission CCLI license No. 759240. Song #4348399  
 
Please stand as you are able 
 

BLESSING 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in God’s grace, now and    

forever. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of 

your house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened 
with the    richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls 

you by name,† bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever. 
C Amen. 

1) The splendor of the King,  
Clothed in majesty  
Let all the earth rejoice  
All the earth rejoice  
He wraps himself in Light,  
And darkness tries to hide  
And trembles at His voice  
Trembles at His voice  

 
Chorus: 

How great is our God,  
Sing with me  
How great is our God,  
And all will see how great,  
How great is our God  

2) Age to age He stands  
And time is in His hands  
Beginning and the End  
Beginning and the End  
The Godhead Three in One  
Father Spirit Son  
The Lion and the Lamb  
The Lion and the Lamb  

 
Chorus 3x  
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SENDING SONG        THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS BY OUR LOVE  

Text Peter Scholtes, b. 1938 Tune St. Brendan’s with refrain: Peter Scholtes C 1966, F.E.L. Publications, assigned to the Lorenz corp., 1991Used by permission CCLI license No. 
759240.  CCLI Song # 26997 
 

DISMISSAL 
P Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 

1. We are one in the Spirit. 
 We are one in the Lord. 
 We are one in the Spirit. 
 We are one in the Lord. 
 And we pray that all unity 
 May one day be restored. 
 
Refrain  

And they’ll know we are Christians  
by our love, by our love. 
Yes, they’ll know we are  
Christians by our love. 

 
2. We will walk with each other.  
 We will walk hand in hand. 
 We will walk with each other. 
 We will walk hand in hand. 
 And together we’ll spread the news 
 That God is in our land.  Refrain 

3. We will work with each other. 
 We will work side by side. 
 We will work with each other. 
 We will work side by side. 
 And we’ll guard human’s dignity 
 And save human’s pride.  Refrain 
 
4. All praise to the Father,  
 From whom all things come.  

And all praise to Christ Jesus,  
His only Son. 
And all praise to the Spirit,  
Who makes u-s one.  Refrain  
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READINGS 
 
FIRST READING                          Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself to them. Now the 
second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God has used their evil intentions for 
good to preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them. 

 
3
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could 

not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
  

4
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, 

“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 
5
And now do not be distressed, or 

angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. 

6
For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in 

which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 
7
God sent me before you to preserve for 

you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 
8
So it was not you who 

sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. 

9
Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says 

your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 
10

You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children 
and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 

11
I will 

provide for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and 
your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ ” 

15
And he kissed all his 

brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 
 
R   Word of God, word of life 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 25                  To You, O Lord  
Refrain: sung first by Cantor, then by all 

C To you, O Lord, I lift up, I lift up my soul, my God. 
 
Verses sung by Cantor 

1.  Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me your paths. 
 Guide me in your truth, for you are my God, and for you I will wait. 
 
2.   Good and upright is the Lord; he shows us the way. 
 He guides the meek to justice, he teaches the humble to follow his ways. 
 
3.   Your way, O Lord, is kindness to those who are true. 
 Your friendship is with those who love you; you reveal to them your Word. 
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SECOND READING            1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” Using the     
metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches passionately about the mystery of      
following Christ’s perfect life into eternity.    

35
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 

come?” 
36

Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 
37

And as for what you 
sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some 
other grain. 

38
But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own 

body. 
  

42
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 

imperishable. 
43

It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power. 

44
It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, 

there is also a spiritual body. 
45

Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living     
being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 

46
But it is not the spiritual that is first, but 

the physical, and then the spiritual. 
47

The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the 
second man is from heaven. 

48
As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; 

and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 
49

Just as we have borne the 
image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
  

50
What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the     

kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  
 
R Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL                    Luke 6:27-38 
Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower radical love,    
blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders. Living in harmony with God’s 
intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing. 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 6

th 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord 
 
[Jesus said:] 

27
“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 

you, 
28

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 
29

If anyone strikes you on 
the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold 
even your shirt. 

30
Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your 

goods, do not ask for them again. 
31

Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
  

32
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 

who love them. 
33

If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same. 

34
If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what 

credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 
35

But love your 
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you 
will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 

36
Be     

merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
  

37
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be        

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 
38

give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 
 
P The Gospel of our Lord 
C Praise to You, O Christ 


