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INTRODUCTION 
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the baptizer’s voice in the          
wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ 
as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the      
gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in capturing a vision of 
the “salvation of God.”  
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
Stand 

 
P This is the day that the Lord has made: 
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps 118:24) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism as the presiding minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills 

the hungry with good things.   
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.  

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P God for whom we wait,  
C in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing that 

your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of 
self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your 
children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of 
your saving grace. Amen. 

 
P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

† your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

C Amen. 

Second Day of Advent     8:30 A.M. 
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GATHERING HYMN  FLING WIDE THE DOOR 

 
 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  
C By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us 

for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
 
FIRST READING                          MALACHI 3:1-4 
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) will  
prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are    
refined.  
 
1
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 

suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts. 

2
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 

when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 

3
he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 

he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings 
to the Lord in righteousness. 

4
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 

the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.  
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R   Word of God, word of life 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 116 
Refrain: sung first by Cantor, then by all 
C I will walk in the presence of the Lord,  
 I will sing of the good things that God has done for me.   
 I will walk in the presence of the Lord. 
 
Verses sung by Cantor 
1. Love you, I love you, you have heard my voice. 
 I will call your name, cry out your name, as long as I shall live. 
 
2. Comfort me, you care for me, you have rescued me. 
 You have heard my cry, heard my plea, You save my soul from death. 
 
3. Gracious is your hand O God, merciful and just. 
 God, your love protects the lowly ones, your kindness has no end. 
 
SECOND READING               PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11 
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in partner-
ship with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his 
friends as he encourages them to grow in love and knowledge.  
 
3
I thank my God every time I remember you, 

4
constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers 

for all of you, 
5
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 

6
I am confident of 

this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 
Christ. 

7
It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all 

of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 
of the gospel. 

8
For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ         

Jesus. 
9
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full 

insight 
10

to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, 

11
having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the 

glory and praise of God.  
 
R Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 
GOSPEL READING                         LUKE 3:1-6 

 
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As 
we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political and religious authority that 
will be challenged by this coming Lord.  
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 3

rd 
chapter 

C Glory to You, O Lord 
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1
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 

and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 
and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 

2
during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 

came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 
3
He went into all the region around the Jordan, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 
4
as it is written in the book of the 

words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 

5
Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 

6
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”  

 
P The Gospel of our Lord 
C Praise to You, O Christ 
 
Sit 
 

Stand 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                COMFORT, COMFORT NOW MY PEOPLE 

 

SERMON “HARD WORDS.  LOVING WORDS.” PR. SCOT SORENSEN 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — APOSTLES CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Sit 
 
MINISTRY MOMENTS (ANNOUNCEMENTS) 
  
OFFERING (Please place your offerings in the collection plate located by the doors as you exit) 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                WORSHIP TEAM 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all 

your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ     
Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts 
C We lift them to the Lord 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make 
all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
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And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P You are indeed hold, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of 

your glory. 
 You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 

not perish but have eternal life. 
 We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish 

all things for our salvation. 
 In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

he comes. 
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious 

resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord 
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise 
and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, and these your 
own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may 
be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed 
to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance withal your saints. 

 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
We invite all baptized Christians who desire God's presence and forgiveness in their life to receive 
Communion. The tray contains your choice of white grape juice in the center or wine; you may also choose 
wine from the chalice. Gluten free wafers are available. Children are encouraged to come forward for a 
blessing 
(St. Alphonsus de Liguori 1696-1787) 

 
Sit 
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SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION            LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN       FOR THE BREAD WHICH YOU HAVE BROKEN 

 
Stand 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in God’s grace, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be  

bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host 
and our guest. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy  Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN           PREPARE THE ROYALE HIGHWAY  

 DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 


