
 

   

 
CONTEMPORARY/LIVESTREAM WORSHIP  

(10:30 AM) 
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INTRODUCTION 
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a lovely tribute to the 
little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in no 
uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It is the kind 
of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the 
Lord’s death.”   
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
Stand 

 
P This is the day that the Lord has made: 
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps 118:24) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism as the presiding minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills 

the hungry with good things.   
C Amen. 
 
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.  

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P God for whom we wait,  
C in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing that 

your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of 
self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your 
children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of 
your saving grace. Amen. 

 
P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

† your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

C Amen. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent     10:30 A.M. 
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GATHERING HYMN                 EMMANUEL 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
C With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may re-

ceive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE             ROB WILLIAMSON 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Children are excused for Sunday School 

 
 
 

FIRST READING                          MICAH 5:2-5a 
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future shepherd-king who, like  
David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This 
king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to  
Jesus .  
 
  

2
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 

3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 

4
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 

5a
and he shall be the one of peace.  

 
R   Word of God, word of life 
C   Thanks be to God. 

Refrain: 
Come, come Emmanuel! 
Son of God, appear.  
Heaven and earth, rejoice! 
Salvation is drawing near. 
Salvation is drawing near. 
 
1) O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 And ransom captive Israel, 
 That mourns in lonely exile here 
 Until the Son of God appear (Refrain) 

2) Oh come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 Who ordered all thing mightily; 
 To us the path of knowledge show, 
 And teach us in her ways to go. (Refrain) 
 
5) Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee,  
 O Israel 
 Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee,  
 O Israel (Refrain) 
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PSALM 27                THE LORD IS MY LIGHT  
Refrain: sung first by Cantor, then by all 
C The Lord is my light, the Lord is my light, 
 The lord is my light and my salvation. 
 

Verses sung by Cantor 
1. The Lord is my light and my salvation; if God is my help, whom shall I fear? 
 The Lord is my refuge, my stronghold and my strength; why should I be afraid? 
 
2. There is but one thing that I want; to live in the dwelling place of God; 
 to look all my days on the beauty of the Lord, and contemplate God’s holy temple. 
 
3. I shall see for myself the grace of God, the dawn of that day among the living. 
 Wait for the Lord, find strength in your hearts; have courage and wait for God. 
 

SECOND READING                  HEBREWS 10:5-10 
The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the significance of Christ’s coming. 
Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of all, 
one through which we are made a holy people.   
 
5
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
  but a body you have prepared for me; 
 

6
in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 
 

7
Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8
When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and 

burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 
9
then he added, “See, I 

have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 
10

And it is by 
God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  
 
R Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

GOSPEL VERSE 
C Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you; 

We have come with open hearts, O, let the ancient words impart. 
 
GOSPEL READING                     LUKE 1:39-45 [46-55] 
Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled with the Holy Spirit and with 
faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, 
scatters, lifts up, and fulfills all things.  
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1

st 
chapter 

C Glory to You, O Lord 
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39
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 

40
where she 

entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
41

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 

42
and exclaimed with a loud 

cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
43

And why has this   
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 

44
For as soon as I heard the sound of 

your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 
45

And blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
  

46
And Mary said, 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
  

47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 
48

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 

49
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 
 

50
His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 
 

51
He has shown strength with his arm; 

  he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 

52
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

  and lifted up the lowly; 
 

53
he has filled the hungry with good things, 

  and sent the rich away empty. 
 

54
He has helped his servant Israel, 

  in remembrance of his mercy, 
 

55
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  
 
P The Gospel of our Lord 
C Praise to You, O Christ 
 
Sit 

 
Stand 
 

SONG OF THE DAY             JESUS, NAME ABOVE ALL NAMES 
Jesus, name above all names,  
beautiful Savior, glorious Lord, 
Emmanuel, God is with us,  
blessed Redeemer, living Word. (Repeat) 
 
Text and music: Naida Hearn Text and music ã1974 Scripture in Song a division of Integrity Music, Inc.  
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — APOSTLES CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

SERMON “THE BIRTH OF JESUS NEVER SAVED ANYONE” PR. SCOT SORENSEN 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH — APOSTLES CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Sit 
 
MINISTRY MOMENTS (ANNOUNCEMENTS) 
 
OFFERING (Please place your offerings in the collection plate located by the doors as you exit) 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                WORSHIP TEAM 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all 

your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ     
Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P   Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
We invite all baptized Christians who desire God's presence and forgiveness in their life to receive 
Communion. The tray contains your choice of white grape juice in the center or wine; you may also choose 
wine from the chalice. Gluten free wafers are available. Children are encouraged to come forward for a 
blessing 
 
 
Sit 
 

COMMUNION SONG              MIGHTY TO SAVE  

 
Stand 
 
BLESSING 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in God’s grace, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
P Let us pray. Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form 

us to be   bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, 
our host and our guest. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy  Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C Amen. 
 
 

1) Everyone needs compassion, 
A love that’s never failing. 
Let mercy fall on me. 
Everyone needs forgiveness, 
A kindness of a Savior, 
The hope of nations. 

 
Chorus 

Savior. 
He can move the mountains. 
Our God is mighty to save. 
He is mighty to save, 
Forever, 
Author of salvation. 
He rose and conquered the grave. 
Jesus conquered the grave. 

2) So, take me as you find me. 
All my fears and failures. 
Fill my life again. 
Give my life to follow 
Everything I believe in. 
Now I surrender, Yes, I surrender. 

 
Chorus 
 
Bridge 

Shine your light and let the whole world see 
Singing for the glory of the risen King, Jesus 
(Repeat) 

 
Chorus  

Words and music by Ben Fielding, Reuben Morgan. 2006 Hillsong Publishing, Integrity Music, Inc.. Used by permission. CCLI license No. 759240. Song No. 4591782  

http://www.ccli.com/LicenseHolder/Search/CopyrightSearch.aspx?a=P11878&an=Integrity%20Music,%20Inc.
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SENDING HYMN            THE KING OF GLORY COMES  
Refrain 
 The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
 Open the gate before him, lift up your voices. 
 
1. Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him? 
 he is Emmanuel, the promised of ages. 
 
2. In all of Galilee, in city or village,  
 he goes among his people, curing their illness. 
 
3. Sing then of David’s Son, our Savior and brother; 
 in all of Galilee was never another. 
 
4. He gave his life for us, the pledge of salvation; 
 he took upon himself the sins of the nation. 
 
5. He conquered sin and death; he truly has risen, 
 And he will share with us his heavenly vision. 
 
Text: Willard F. Jabusch, Music: Israeli traditional  Text ã 1968, 1995 Willard F. Jabusch, admin. OCP Used by permission CCLI license No. 759240.  CCLI Song 
#2699129  

 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 


