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Thanks for Their Gifts
10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were 
concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, 
for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this 
through him who gives me strength.
14 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles.

Chapter Summary
Paul specifically asks two Christian women, Euodia and Syntyche, to settle their personal dispute. 
Other Christians are encouraged to act as reasonable, Christ-filled people. Paul notes that his 
experiences have taught him to be content with whatever material blessings he has. This reliance 
on the power of Christ not only allows believers to be content, it produces peace in our 
relationships to other Christians. This also requires a deliberate choice to set our attention on 
positive things. Paul extends sincere thanks to the Philippians for their generous support.

Context Summary
Philippians 4:10–20 describes how Christians can overcome worry and worldly desires, regardless 
of their circumstances. By making a purposeful decision to be content, a believer can trust God to 
provide our true needs, and not be consumed with materialism or anxiety. Paul has learned this 
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skill through his many trials and ministry experiences. Paul also thanks the Philippians for their 
generosity, and expresses his confidence that God will bless them for it.

Verse 13: Despite his frequent need, and harsh treatment, Paul joyfully declares his confidence 
that God will allow him to endure anything. Paul's words reflected the Gospel teachings that 
nothing is impossible with God (Matthew 19:26; Mark 10:27; Luke 1:37). Paul had declared 
elsewhere that if God is for us, who can be against us (Romans 8:31)?

This perspective can also be found in the Old Testament. Jeremiah 32:17 notes that nothing is too 
hard for the Lord. Job 42:2 declares God can do anything. God's closest followers have long 
known that with God, nothing is impossible, whether Abraham's promised son Isaac, the people 
of Israel crossing the Red Sea, or the people entering the Promised Land under the leadership of 
Joshua. God provides on time, in His time, every time. Paul's confidence can be found throughout 
his writings (2 Corinthians 3:4; 7:16; 8:22; 10:2; 11:17; Galatians 5:10; Ephesians 3:12; 2 
Thessalonians 3:4).

This verse can, however, be taken out of context. Paul's comment is specifically referring to the 
ability of a Christian to endure under hardship and persecution. Despite well-meaning use of 
the words, this text does not teach that a Christian is empowered to accomplish any 
task simply because they are saved.

Out of Context: This verse has nothing to do with dunking a basketball, hitting a game-winning 
homerun, bench-pressing a bus, winning the lottery or closing a business deal.

In Context: The Apostle Paul is under house arrest awaiting his trial, where he may possibly be 
put to death for preaching the resurrection of Jesus.

However, instead of being defeated by unfortunate circumstances, Paul is using this opportunity 
to teach the young church in Philippi that he can endure any and every circumstance—ups and 
downs, highs and lows—because he has a strength that only comes from Christ.

This supernatural strength to endure all seasons and situations is always with Paul because the 
Holy Spirit of Christ is always with him, even in prison.
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Chapter Summary
Jesus uses two questions from the disciples to teach important lessons. The "greatest" in the 
kingdom is the one who humbles himself like a child. Temptation is unavoidable in earthly life, 
but it's worth going to extremes to avoid falling for it. Even so, those who fall should not be hated 
and despised. God the Father values them highly and wants none of them to perish. In fact, Jesus 
lays out a clear, careful process to confront sin in others before removing them from the 
community. Christ also replies to Peter's question about forgiveness with a parable. This story 
represents both God's amazing forgiveness, and the way we ought to respond as Christians.

Context Summary
Matthew 18:15–20 describes the process Jesus gives to the disciples for dealing with sin-related 
conflict among a group of believers. The first step is for the one who is wronged to go and speak 
privately with the one who has sinned in hopes of restoring the relationship. If the sinful person 
refuses to repent, the same wronged person should return with one or two others and then take 
the issue to the church or assembly. If repentance never happens, that person should be treated 
as an outsider. This is also the process Christians are expected to follow in cases of disagreements 
or other arguments: individually, then privately, then publicly.

Verse 20: This is another one of Scripture's more famous and often-quoted statements. This 
simple promise from Jesus to His disciples follows a teaching about what God the Father would 
do for them when two or three of them agreed in prayer about a specific subject (Matthew 
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18:15–19).

Now Jesus adds the reason the Father will do what these two or three disciples of Jesus ask. The 
key is not their personal power or merit. It is because when two or three of them gather in the 
name of Jesus, Jesus is there with them. This is a promise for the days to come after Jesus returns 
to heaven. It is an assurance that He will, in some way, be present among them. It also explains 
why God the Father will grant these requests made by the disciples. It will be because Jesus is 
omnipresent—existing in all places—and therefore with them.

This must have been comforting to Jesus' disciples as they thought about carrying out these 
heavy responsibilities He was giving to them. What a weight of responsibility, as well, to make the 
right choices about what to request from the Father.

Out of Context: This verse is usually quoted as an encouragement to one another when there is 
low attendance for a worship service or given as a benediction during a prayer meeting.

In fact, if someone really wants to stretch this verse, they may use it as justification for skipping 
church to “worship” with their family at home, while the football game is playing in the 
background.

In Context: This verse falls specifically within the context of church discipline and dealing with 
wayward believers.

It is meant to be an encouragement to church leaders during tough times of loving confrontation 
to say that God would be present with the two to three witnesses as they are intentional in 
correcting and restoring a fallen brother or sister.
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10 This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to 
you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” declares 
the LORD, “and will bring you back from captivity.[b] I will gather you from all the nations and 
places where I have banished you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you back to the place from 
which I carried you into exile.”

Out of Context: This verse is typically given to someone as a sentiment during a difficult time, or 
on a graduation card after crossing a stage receiving his or her diploma or degree.

As a stand-alone promise, it appears as though God exists to make us all popular, rich, healthy, 
and powerfully well known! God declares the American Dream over my life!

In Context: This incredible promise is given not to an individual, but to a people group—Hebrews 
exiled in Babylon. God promised that He had not given up on His people and that even though 
things looked dire, they still had a future and a hope!

So, the word “prosper” doesn’t refer to money or material blessings; it refers to physical and 
spiritual salvation. It’s a beautiful promise that God is not done with His people and that their 
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future and hope were only found in Him.

The promise is that He will see His plans through, and His people get to be a part of them.

Jeremiah 29 is addressed to the exiles in Babylon. As punishment for the sins of Judah, God was 
going to send the Babylonians to destroy Jerusalem and the temple and to carry away many of 
the people to Babylon. (See Jeremiah 25:8–14 for one example.) At the time Jeremiah 
wrote Jeremiah 29, Nebuchadnezzar had already removed some Jews to Babylon (see verse 1), 
although the total destruction of Jerusalem and the temple was still to come. Jeremiah writes to 
the exiles to tell them that people would return to the land after 70 years (verse 10). Then he 
reassures them in verse 11 that God has not forsaken them. They will be restored. God’s plans for 
His Chosen People were “for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope” (NLT).

In the primary application, Jeremiah 29:11 has nothing to do with any person living today. This 
verse applied only to the Jews who were in exile in Babylon during the sixth century BC. However, 
the sentiment expressed is so beautiful and encouraging, is there not any sense in which it applies 
today? The answer is, yes.

Jeremiah 29:11 has other applications. In particular, this verse reflects a more general principle of 
God’s grace and affections for those whom He loves, including the modern church. This more 
general application can be made because of the unchanging nature of God.

God had promised to bring Israel back; therefore, the exiles could be assured that they had a 
future and a hope. This promise was not made to all nations at the time, but only to Israel. 
Likewise, God has promised believers in Christ certain things that are not applicable to the human 
race in general. For those who are in Christ, God has promised that our sins are forgiven and we 
stand before God justified. God has plans for those in Christ, and those plans are good.

Shades of Jeremiah 29:11 are seen elsewhere in Scripture, such as in Romans 8:31–39: “If God is 
for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how 
will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against 
those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No 
one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God 
and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? . . . No, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Believers in Christ can be confident that all things will work together for our good and that God 
has a future planned for us. We have hope that “does not put us to shame” (Romans 5:5). We 
have been given promises to rely on, just as Israel was. So, if by quoting Jeremiah 29:11 we are 
thinking of our security in Christ, then the wording is appropriate, even if the historical context 
does not apply.

A word of caution, however, that Jeremiah 29:11 can be misused as well. First, it is sometimes 
wrongly applied to humanity in general. Strictly speaking, the promise of Jeremiah 29:11 does not 
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apply to every human being, but only those who are in Christ. Perhaps it could even be extended 
as part of the invitation to receive Christ: “If you come to Him, He promises you a future and a 
hope!” Outside of Christ, the only Savior, there is no future and no hope (see John 3:18). Too 
often, Jeremiah 29:11, quoted without context and applied universally, is made to give the 
impression that God is a doting grandfather who just wants to spoil us.

The second danger of using this verse without understanding the context is the same as the 
danger of taking Romans 8:28 out of context. Jeremiah 29:11 promised that the nation of Israel 
would be restored, but very few of the exiles lived to see the fulfillment of that prophecy 70 years 
later. Most of them died without seeing the future that God had planned. Likewise, the future 
and hope we have in Christ are not a guarantee that things will go well in this life. For most 
believers throughout history and in the world today, the world is a cold and dangerous place. In 
fact, the promise outlined in Romans 8:28 is specifically that, even though believers will face all 
sorts of dangers and persecutions in this life (trouble, hardship, persecution, famine, nakedness, 
danger, sword—see verse 35), Christ will never abandon them. In this life, believers have hope 
because of the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, but the future and the hope and the 
prosperity that God has planned for believers will be fully realized only after this life of suffering is 
over.
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Chapter Summary
Matthew 7 is the last of three chapters that record what is now known as the Sermon on the 
Mount. Jesus commands His hearers not to pronounce shallow or hypocritical judgment. He 
describes God as a generous Father eager to give good things to His children when they ask. He 
commands His followers to enter the narrow gate and walk the hard road to life. False prophets 
can be recognized by their fruit, meaning their actions and choices. At the same time, good deeds 
are not absolute proof that someone has true faith. To live by Jesus' teaching is like building the 
house of your life on a solid foundation instead of shifting sand.

Context Summary
Matthew 7:1–6 delivers Jesus' declaration that His followers must not pronounce God's judgment 
on each other. Those who do try to take God's role in this way will be judged in the same way 
themselves. Human beings are not qualified to pronounce judgment because they are blind to 
their own sin. To help another with a speck in his eye, a person must first remove the log of 
obvious sin from his own eye. He also warns against wasting time or effort on those who clearly 
have no interest; they won't appreciate it and may attack you for it.

This may be the most often-misused verse in the entire Bible. Modern culture garbles this 
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comment into a command to never disapprove or correct the actions of another. This 
mishandling of Christ's words is out of context three times over. First and foremost, Christ does 
not say "never judge," He warns that there is a consequence to judgment. Second, this statement 
is immediately followed by instructions from Christ on the proper way to use judgment. Third, 
Jesus' other teachings explicitly indicate that right judgment is necessary (John 7:24), while 
hypocritical or shallow judgment is wrong.

Even so, this verse—especially the first two words in most English translations—is a favorite 
quote of those attempting to twist Scripture.

Jesus has been teaching within the context of Israel's religious leaders and the way they practice 
their righteousness (Matthew 5:20; 6:1). He has called out as hypocrites those who call attention 
to themselves as they give to the needy and pray and fast. Under their leadership, Israel's worship 
of God had become about proving one's worthiness to other people instead of humbly serving 
God. So, on the one hand, righteous acts were performed to get approval from others. On the 
other hand, controlling religious leaders looked for opportunities to express condemnation 
against those they didn't see as sufficiently pious.

Following that example, the everyday people of Israel learned to perform religious duty for 
others' approval, and to belittle those who did differently than they preferred. The result was a 
false religious experience: pride and fear of judgment instead of humility and graciousness to 
others.

In that context, Jesus says to the crowds of Jewish people following Him not to unfairly judge 
others in order not to be unfairly judged. He is talking about having an arrogant attitude: taking 
the place of God. Lack of humility and grace in how we perceive others leads us to wrongly 
declare one person's righteousness worthy and another person unworthy merely based on our 
assumptions. To judge in this way is to assume authority over others that God has not given. In 
the end, God will judge those who judge in this way.

This does not teach that God's people should never express an understanding of the difference 
between right and wrong. In a crystal-clear statement, Jesus teaches in John 7:24 that His 
followers must be careful to make right judgments instead of judging others by external 
appearances. Also, God often gives Christians the responsibility to make judgments about truth 
and falsehood (Galatians 1:8–9; Philippians 3:2; 1 John 4:1) and to hold fellow Christians 
accountable for sin (1 Corinthians 5:5).

What is condemned here is shallowness and hypocrisy: passing judgment on other believers as if 
one were God. This sneering kind of condemnation is clearly and repeatedly forbidden (Romans 
14:10–13; James 4:11–12).

Jesus has commanded His followers not to judge (Matthew 7:1), but this statement is not meant 
to be ripped out of context and misapplied. Here, Christ begins giving some of the context needed 
to interpret those words. Christians should not take God's place in declaring some people 
righteous and others unrighteous, when we look only using shallowness or ignorance. They must 
not be judgmental—implying something unfair or inappropriate—because God has not given 
them this authority. Those who pass judgment on others for differences of opinion, or doubtful 
matters, are attempting to take God's place of judgment over His people. Those attitudes 
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motivate people to perform righteous acts in order to be approved by others instead of God.

Jesus now offers a solemn warning. Those who pronounce judgment on others as if they were 
God will be judged with exactly the same force and to the same degree. Some commentators 
understand Jesus to be expressing a principle of human nature. Judgmental people always end up 
being judged by everyone else. Their attempt to hold everyone else to a higher standard provokes 
the people around them to measure every action they themselves take. Holding others to 
unreasonable standards leads to charges of hypocrisy. In that sense, this parallels the ideas of 
forgiveness and mercy (Matthew 6:14–15). Those who unfairly judge others lack understanding 
of their own limitations.

Other commentators understand Jesus to be warning about judgment from God, Himself: He will 
judge those who judge others. He will hold judgmental people accountable for attempting to take 
on His role. He will bring perfect justice by judging those who are wrongly critical with using the 
same exacting standards they attempted to afflict on others.

Out of Context: We’re living in a day that values tolerance above all, unless, of course, someone 
disagrees with our beliefs, lifestyles, or opinions; then, we’re extremely intolerant. We may even 
boldly shout, “Only God can judge me!” However, this is Tupac theology, not Biblical theology.

In Context: This verse is not a warning against speaking out against certain actions or behaviors. 
In fact, in other places of Scripture, we’re told “we’ll know them by their fruit.”

We’re also commanded in the Great Commission to “make disciples,” which includes helping 
others wage war against sin. However, Matthew 7 is a warning against self-righteousness and 
hypocrisy.

If we’re going to correct someone, then we must expect to be held to the same standard. If we 
judge with aggression, then we can expect to be judged with aggression.

Even though we remove the plank in our eye, Jesus still says we must remove the speck in our 
brother’s.

9




