




John 10: 28-29 

(NIV) 

28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has 

given them to me, is greater than all[c]; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  

(MSG) 

I give them real and eternal life. They are protected from the Destroyer for good. No one can steal them from out of 

my hand. The Father who put them under my care is so much greater than the Destroyer and Thief. No one could ever 

get them away from him. 

Chapter Summary 

This passage continues Jesus' discussion with the religious leaders of Jerusalem, seen in chapter 9. Jesus lays out three 

separate analogies about His ministry, using the concept of sheep and shepherds. In those statements, Jesus explains 

why some people refuse to accept Him, declares Himself the only means of salvation, and again predicts His sacrificial 

death. This leads to controversy. Later, Jesus is cornered by a mob in the temple grounds. They once again try to stone 

Him as He repeats His divine claims, but He escapes in some way not fully described by the text. After this, Jesus leaves 

the area and returns to the region where John the Baptist had once preached. 

a. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish: Jesus described the benefits and blessings that come to His 

sheep. They have eternal life, given by Jesus. This eternal life begins now, but is greater than physical life. 

b. Neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand: It is to be expected that the Good Shepherd would take good care 

of His sheep. The sheep are safe and secure in hand of the Good Shepherd. 

c. No one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand: God’s sheep find safety in the both the hand of the Good 

Shepherd and God the Father. It’s comforting to know that the hands that created the world hold on to the believer. 

i. My Father is greater than all: “More powerful than all the united energies of men and demons. He who loves 

God must be happy; and he who fears him need fear nothing on this side eternity.” (Clarke) 

Context Summary 

John 10:22–42 happens a few months after the controversy described in chapter 9 through the first half of chapter 10. 

Here, Jesus is cornered, in an overt threat, by the same religious leaders He has been castigating for years. He echoes 

the metaphors of sheep and shepherd He employed after giving sight to a blind man. Jesus points out that His teachings 

and miracles are all consistent with predictions of the Messiah, but these men refuse to accept Him. This culminates in 

another attempt on Jesus' life, which He somehow avoids. This represents the last time Jesus will publicly teach prior to 

His crucifixion. 

Verse 28: In this verse, Jesus expands on the metaphors He used earlier in this chapter. Jesus explained that those who 

are "His" are like sheep—they only respond to the voice of their own shepherd. How a person reacts to Jesus proves 

whether they are, or are not, part of His "flock" (John 10:1–6). Jesus also claimed to be like the single opening in a sheep 

pen: "the Door" which was the only means of finding rescue from danger (John 10:7–9). He also proclaimed Himself the 

"Good Shepherd," contrasted with selfish leaders like those He speaks with in this passage, and spoke of His willingness 

to die for the sake of those who are His (John 10:10–14). 

 

Jesus speaks these words while being overtly threatened by His critics. They've cornered Him in an awkward spot in the 

temple and are daring Him to repeat His claims (John 10:22–24). Rather than simply repeat them, Jesus is expounding on 

them. 

 

This statement is a crucial part of our understanding of the gospel. Jesus has already made it clear that there are only 

two categories of people, spiritually speaking: those who are "in," and those who are "out." These two groups are 
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separated by Jesus Christ, who is "the Door." Those who belong to Christ are safe from being taken away, as a wolf 

might grab a sheep in the wild (John 10:12). Here, Jesus uses the same Greek root word found in His description of a 

wolf who "snatches" a sheep. Those who are part of Jesus' flock cannot be taken away. 

 

Jesus also makes a crystal-clear, unmistakable reference to the nature of the eternal life He offers: it is permanent and 

irrevocable. The eternal life granted by Jesus to His "sheep" cannot and will not ever be stolen, revoked, or lost. 

 

This same phrase also echoes Jesus' conversation with Nicodemus (John 3:16). There, Jesus proclaimed an offer that 

those who believed would "never perish". 

Verse 29: When explaining His ministry, using shepherding analogies (John 10:1–14), Jesus made the claim that His 

authority was given by God the Father (John 10:17–18). This caused controversy and debate—some thought Jesus was 

insane (John 10:20), others that His miracles proved He was a sincere messenger of God (John 10:21). The men who are 

accosting Jesus now are entirely convinced that He's wrong. They have cornered Jesus in an awkward location in the 

temple (John 10:22), probably already armed with rocks (John 10:31), and are daring Him to repeat these claims (John 

10:24). 

 

In response, Jesus pointed out that their disbelief was the result of stubbornness (John 5:39–40). They were not willing 

to believe since they were not part of the "sheep" given to Jesus by the Father (John 10:25–27). Jesus then continued to 

proclaim that the eternal life He offers (John 3:16) is absolutely irrevocable. In the prior verse, Jesus uses a Greek 

phrasing that is emphatic and forceful: they will not perish for all of eternity. 

 

Here, Jesus again links His power and authority with that of God the Father. Those who are saved through Jesus Christ 

are saved because they are "given" to Jesus, and given by God. Jesus once again uses the symbolism of being 

"snatched," which He referred to in the prior verse (John 10:28) as well as His earlier statements about eternal life (John 

10:12). Here, though, He indicates that it is the hand of the Father from which they cannot be taken. 

 

The implication is that the hand of Jesus is identical to the hand of the Father—a conclusion Jesus is about to state very 

directly. 
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Matthew 16:19 

(NIV) 

19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be[d] bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be[e] loosed in heaven.”  

(MSG) 

19 “And that’s not all. You will have complete and free access to God’s kingdom, keys to open any and every door: no 

more barriers between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. A yes on earth is yes in heaven. A no on earth is no in 

heaven.” 

Chapter Summary 

A group of Pharisees and Sadducees demand a miracle from Jesus, though He has already performed many. Jesus 

refuses and warns the disciples to beware of the teachings of these religious leaders. Jesus asks the disciples who the 

people say He is, as well as their own opinion. Peter says Jesus is the Christ, and is commended for that statement. Jesus 

begins to reveal that He must suffer and be killed before being raised on the third day. Peter's attempt to scold Jesus 

results in a devastating rebuke. Jesus then says all who would follow Him must take up crosses of self-denial. 

Context Summary 

Matthew 16:13–20 describes a conversation between Jesus and the disciples about His identity. It takes place about 25 

miles north of the Sea of Galilee in the district of Caesarea Philippi. Jesus asks who the people say He is and then asks 

who the disciples say He is. Peter says Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus says this declaration of faith 

will be the rock on which He will build His church. 

Verse 19: Jesus is still responding to Peter's simple acknowledgement that Jesus is the Christ––or Messiah––and the Son 

of the living God. Jesus has said Peter is blessed to understand this, an understanding given to him by God the Father. 

Jesus then tells Peter that He will build His church on "this rock," meaning the truth Peter just declared, or the 

declaration of that truth itself (Matthew 16:13–18). 

 

Now Jesus gives authority to Peter to act on His behalf. He has done this before in sending out the twelve to represent 

Him in Israel (Matthew 10:5–15). Jesus will give this same authority to all twelve disciples both before and after His 

resurrection (Matthew 18:18; John 20:23). 

 

Jesus describes the authority He is delegating to them as the "keys to the kingdom of heaven." He says that whatever 

they bind or loose on earth will be bound or loosed in heaven. Only the most trusted servant in the household would be 

given the keys to the doors of the estate. In handing them over, the master of the house would be sharing His authority 

to open and close, to lock and unlock, the entrance to His home. 

 

Peter and, eventually, the rest of the apostles, are being assigned a crucial role in introducing the gospel to the world. In 

Christ's name, they will declare He is the Messiah and that faith in Him is the only entrance into His kingdom. In His 

name, they will also exercise discipline within the church, setting the standard for both what is true and how that truth 

will be practiced. When the apostles declare something bound or loosed in Jesus' name, the power that resides in 

heaven will respond and make it so. 

 

What Jesus is not doing is freeing the disciples to act on their own wisdom and will as they lead His church in the 

coming years. He is giving them responsibility, authority, and supernatural power to lead the church according 

to His will and His teaching. 
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Matthew 19: 30 

(NIV) 

30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first. 

(MSG) 

This is the Great Reversal: many of the first ending up last, and the last first.” 

Matthew 20: 16 

(NIV) 

16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

(MSG) 

16 “Here it is again, the Great Reversal: many of the first ending up last, and the last first.” 

 

Chapter 19 Summary 

Pharisees ask Jesus if it is lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause. Jesus reminds them marriage was designed 

by God at creation. Divorce, then, is lawful only in the case of sexual immorality. A rich young man asks Jesus what good 

thing he must do to have eternal life. Jesus insists only God is good. He challenges the man's sincerity by asking him to 

give all his wealth to the poor and follow Him. The man's refusal demonstrates how easy it is to prefer wealth to 

dependence on God. In response to the disciples' question, Jesus says salvation is impossible with men but not with God. 

Context Summary 

Matthew 19:16–30 describes Jesus' conversation with a wealthy young man who asks how to attain eternal life. Jesus 

begins by establishing a standard of goodness, suggesting the man keep all the commandments. When the man says he 

has done this, Jesus suggests he give up his wealth to follow Him. The man's sad reaction proves he's unwilling to make 

God the real priority of his life. Using this as an example, Jesus warns that wealth can make it difficult for someone to 

accept salvation. 

Verse 30: The disciples have learned of an astonishing eternal future that waits for them. They have also heard about 

great rewards for anyone who fully commits to following Christ (Matthew 19:28–29). Jesus concludes that promise with 

a puzzling statement intended to set up the parable which begins the next chapter. 

 

Jesus says that many who are first will be last, and the last first. The parable will explain the idea more fully, but in 

general it seems to be this: Those who have lost the most on earth to follow Jesus in this life will receive eternal rewards 

alongside those who sacrificed much less by comparison. Not all the rewards will be the same, necessarily, but some 

who were wealthy on earth will be the last in the kingdom and some who were last on the earth will be first in the 

kingdom. In all cases, God will keep His promises to all, and none will have legitimate reasons to describe God as unfair. 

Nor will anyone have reason to think their status in life directly reflects their status in eternity. 

Chapter 20 Summary 

Jesus illustrates His earlier comments about how some of the "first will be last, and the last first" (Matthew 19:30) with a 

parable about hired workers. He then clearly tells His disciples about His impending death and resurrection. The mother 

of James and John asks Jesus to make her sons number two and three in His kingdom. Jesus tells the disciples that true 

greatness won't come by flaunting authority as the Gentile leaders do. Instead, they will become great by serving each 

other, even as a slave does, as Jesus Himself has done. He then heals two blind men immediately before entering 

Jerusalem. 

 



Context Summary 

Matthew 20:1–16 is a parable illustrating what Jesus meant in saying that some of the last will be first and the first last 

in the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 19:30). When a master hires five groups of workers at different times throughout 

the day, he pays the last group the same amount that he pays the group hired early in the morning. Though that group 

grumbles, they received what they had agreed to earn and had not been cheated. The master insists he has the right to 

show generosity to whomever he wishes. Jesus concludes by saying, again, that the last will be first, and the first last. 

Themes found in this parable are echoed in the later portion of the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:25–32). 

Verse 16: This verse bookends this passage with Matthew 19:30. Jesus had assured the disciples of a rich reward in the 

kingdom of heaven for all they have given up for His sake, as well as eternal life. He had added, though, that many who 

are first will be last, and the last first, in the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 19:27–30). Then He told the parable in this 

passage (Matthew 20:1) to illustrate what He meant by that. 

 

Now Jesus makes the same statement in reverse order to show that He has explained what it means that the last will be 

first, and the first last. That may be, but not all commentators agree about what exactly He meant. 

 

Some suggest the parable is about Israel and the Gentiles who will come into the kingdom by faith in Christ, making 

those who come through Christ first even though they came to be included in the family of God last. Others hear Jesus 

describing a general reversal in the kingdom of position and status on earth, making the rich poor and the lowly great. 

Still other teachers believe the meaning of the parable should be restricted to the disciples themselves to quiet their 

arguing about who was greatest among them. 

 

The bottom line of the parable, however, seems to be that all are received and rewarded by God based on His grace. He 

gives much to those He wishes to, in Christ, based not on their worthiness but on His own generosity. Some of those 

who are last, least deserving of reward in the kingdom of heaven, may become first in receiving God's grace precisely 

because of their lack of apparent work or effort. Others who gave up much for Jesus and seemingly did great things for 

God may be last in terms of their apparent relative reward. It is all for God to say. 
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