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A Message from our Pastor 

CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING 

Hear the latest updates on what is happening in our church and 

participate in the governing process.  All members are requested 

to attend this meeting to be held on  Sunday, June 12, at about 

10:45 am, immediately following our worship service in the 

Meeting House and online via Zoom. A quorum of 25 active 

members is required. Please mark your calendar and plan to 

attend. 

Agenda:   

 Approval of minutes from the March 27 Quarterly Meeting 

 Treasurer's Report 

 Nominating Slate - Presentation and Vote 

 Ministry Reports 

 New Business 

See you there! 
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“If music be the food of love, play on!” – William Shakespeare, 

Twelfth Night, Act 1, Scene 1 

Music has always been an important aspect of my life.  Part of 

my family’s lore is one set of grandparents met in a longstanding 

choir in Chicago, and one of my parents’ early dates was to a 

performance of Handel’s Messiah.  One grandfather sang at 

weddings and other special occasions.  For me, one of the 

deepest spiritual experiences is when a piece of music touches 

my soul. 

So that love of music has me very much looking forward to the 

wide variety of upcoming opportunities here on the Green in the 

coming months.  Beginning 10 June, the 2nd annual Summer 

Music on the Green series kicks off a season of Friday nights 

listening to live music with friends, food, and fun.  This year’s 

performers look to span jazz, folk, independent, and classic pop 

and rock.  Watch for the schedule in the next few weeks and plan 

to join us for a time of relaxation and re-connection with friends 

old and new.  Don’t forget to order your picnic dinner ahead from 

the PO café! 

If classical music is more your style, the Washington Friends 

of Music take over the Meeting House on Friday nights in August, 

with the New Baroque Soloists bringing works by Bach, Handel, 

Vivaldi, Telemann, and others to life. 
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ANNUAL Meeting:   June 12, 2022 

Our deacons are responsible for 

the worship, hospitality, and 

pastoral care of the church.  They 

are available to speak with you 

about any matters pertaining to 

these things.  You may contact 

them at the numbers beside each 

name.   

Wayne Hileman  

Sheila Anson  

Greg Breault 

Susan Elliott  

Judith Gorra  

Dan Lovallo  

Hailey Lovallo  

Susan Loyd Turner 

Cara Michalski  

Henrietta Small 

Terri Tibbatts   

Dave Werkhoven   

Sunday Services  

Join us Sunday at 10 am  

in person,  

online via Zoom or YouTube. 

No matter who you are - or where 

you are -  

you are welcome here! 

Online Connection Info: 

Zoom 

https://zoom.us/j/598785427 

Meeting ID: 598 785 427 

Password: 572708 

To phone in (audio only): 

 (646)558-8656 

 Meeting ID: 598785427# 

 Password:  572708 

YouTube, live or pre-recorded, 

https://tinyurl.com/firstchurch-

youtube 

Ways to give to our church 

 

 

We appreciate your giving!  Did you 

know you can give online, either 

click the “Give Online” icon above 

or the “Give Now” button  

on our Home page? 

OTHER OPTIONS: 

 Use the NEW "Vanco Mobile" 

Church phone app (available in 

Android or iPhone version) 

 Online bill pay through your 

bank 

 Mail a check to:   

First Congregational Church  

PO Box 1285  

Washington, CT  06793 

Rev. Robyn Gray, Pastor 860-868-0569, x 11  

       Pastor.Robyn@firstchurchwashingtonct.org 

        Available by phone or email; email is preferred.  

Carrie Loyd, Christian Ed Superintendent 

Jesse Ofgang, Organist/Principal Musician  

Kathleen Sauvageau, Bookkeeper 

Bookkeeper@firstchurchwashingtonct.org  

       By appointment as needed;  

 always available by email. 

Karen Esslinger, Admin. Assistant 

        860-868-0569, ext10 

 Mon and Wed, 1 pm—5:30 pm (remote) 

 Tues and Thurs, 9 am—1:30 pm (remote) 

Council Members 

Rev. Robyn Gray, PhD Pastor, 860-868-0569, X 11 

OPEN, Moderator 

OPEN,  Vice-Moderator/ Stewardship,  

Michelle Gorra, Treasurer 

Susan Elliott, Clerk and Deacons’ Rep 

Millie Johnson, Christian Ed.  

Dick Connor, Finance 

Carol Glintenkamp, Missions 

Alecia Evans, Music & Drama 

John Lintner, Personnel  

Ben Grinnell, Trustee 

FCC STAFF and COUNCIL 

General Church Info and Council’s Corner  

Note that email addresses and phone numbers other than the church office number have been removed from the Deacon, 

Council and staff listings because of ongoing problems with phishing emails and texts sent to and among these addresses 

and numbers.  Because we post on our website, we needed to take these security measures.   

Please refer to the church directory for contact information.  

https://zoom.us/j/598785427
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDsVwO8xnoyx0YCWtbTXx9g/featured
https://zoom.us/j/598785427
https://tinyurl.com/firstchurch-youtube
https://tinyurl.com/firstchurch-youtube
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOfWMtEUrthVYTM3EuNBMpKa6LyvD9eZ_F1OGVLl-PCpSums9tj3wI7okSf0MyMa8uqozYHO0ql7FgeviF6oCAUA=&ver=3
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Then beginning 3 July, it’s time for our 4th annual 

Broadway sermon series.  Over 4 Sundays, we’ll spend 

time with a different musical each week, finding 

spiritual themes and enjoying a couple meaningful 

songs from the show.  It’s a fun time to hear a little 

different music in worship, and also think a little more 

deeply about some of our favorite musicals.   

Listen for music to enhance your shopping 

experience at the Green Fair as well.  You never know 

who might be singing or playing during our tag sale 

extravaganza, happening this year on 9 July. 

Looking ahead, I recently had a conversation with 

a local resident about hosting a weekly “singing circle” 

on the Green, where singers of all skill levels come 

together and make amazing music together, without 

anything written down.  What a wonderful opportunity 

to create something beautiful, without the stress of 

focusing on a performance.  Stay tuned for information 

about this exciting development. 

In the nearer term, if you like to sing, don’t 

overlook joining our chancel choir.  Talk to our 

musician extraordinaire, Jesse Ofgang, if you’re 

interested in singing about once a month.  No audition 

necessary! 

So if music is your jam (see what I did there?), 

opportunities abound to enjoy music in many forms 

this summer.  If, as Shakespeare says, music truly is 

the food of love, we will all be stuffed by the time 

September rolls around.  I hope to see you at some of 

these exciting events in the next few 

months.  
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With you  

on the journey, 

** Indicates a Communion Sunday.   

In person—Elements will be distributed  

Online—Grab something to eat and drink before logging in. 

DEACONS OF THE MONTH  

May:  Greg Breault and Dave Werkhoven 

June:  Dan Lovallo and Hailey Lovallo 

      WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  USHERS  

May 1 **   Helen Hughes Susan Loyd Turner 

Mar 8  John Lintner Al Trowbridge 

May 15  Karen Esslinger Millie Johnson 

May  22 TBD Sarah Jenkins 

May 29 Greg Breault Liddy Adams 

June 5 Dan Lovallo Hailey Lovallo 

June 12 Youth Group Henrietta Small 

June 19 Michelle Gorra Sheila Anson 

June 26 Trish Grinnell Cara Michalski  

Sunday Morning Ministry Schedule 

 

From the Nominating Committee 

It’s that time of year when we 

begin working on the nomination 

slate for the governance of the 

church.  If you are interested in 

learning more about what is 

available and what it takes to 

help keep the church a healthy 

member of this community, please reach out to 

the office or directly to Wayne Hileman or Trish 

Grinnell to find out more*.  New members are 

always welcome to join Council or Deacons.  It is 

a great way to learn about and get involved in the 

church and you will find it a more deeply reward-

ing relationship.  

Thank you for considering! 

Trish Grinnell  and Wayne Hileman 

Nominating Committee  

To contact Trish and Wayne, you can email them 

through www.firstchurchwashingtonct.org/

staff_leadership or email the church office. 

Newcomers’ Orientation Luncheon – Sunday, May 1 

There will be a new member orientation luncheon THIS Sunday, May 1, in the Parish House immedi-

ately following the 10 am service.  If you are new to the church, whether you've thought of joining or 

not, you are invited to attend to learn more about our church.  There's no obligation and it's a great 

opportunity to meet members of our Council and Deacons, and of course, Pastor Robyn and ask any 

questions you may have.   Please let us know if you would like to attend, though, by emailing Pastor Robyn. 

mailto:admin@firstchurchwashingtonct.org?subject=nominating%20committee
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SUNDAY SCHOOL and YOUTH GROUP 

Join us for Sunday School this spring! We are excited to be back to our routine, starting 

each Sunday in the Meeting House, then moving to our Sunday School classroom and the 

Nursery. We start each Sunday with gratitude and our own Breathe In/Breathe Out 

exercise. This month, the kids' list included breathing in sunshine, peace, summer break, fun movies, friends, and 

tacos; and breathing out math tests, presentations, anger, braces, and darkness. As the warmer weather begins, we 

will take our learning and exploring out to the Green! Join us each Sunday to be a part of the adventure! 

Youth Group next meets on Sunday, May 22nd from 11am-1pm! Over the course of this year, the 

group has refined and perfected a hearty repertoire of games, the perfect pizza-to-Oreo lunch 

ratio, and the conversation starter questions that get the best laughs. Join us in May to be a part 

of the fun! All middle and high schoolers welcome. Email Carrie 

(dce@firstchurchwashingtonct.org) to be added to the list.  
 

Volunteers Needed to help with Christian Education programming! 

Each Sunday, the CE program relies on the kindness of volunteers to help keep our kids safe and engaged. We are 

in search of a few more volunteers (high school age or older) to join Carrie in the classroom and Nursery a few times 

a year (once every couple of months). You will not need to prepare lessons or supplies, just come over to Wersbe 

Hall and enjoy the time with the awesome kids in our church family!  For more details or to sign up for a Sunday, 

please connect with Carrie (dce@firstchurchwashingtonct.org).  

Christian Education and Faith Formation 

BE A PART OF THE FOOD CHAIN! 

The Washington-Warren and New Milford Food Banks rely on donations from people 

like us.  Won’t you make donation of food, cleaning supplies and personal care items to our local food banks a 

regular part of your routine.   

You may drop off shelf stable food, personal care and cleaning products to the shopping cart in the Parish 

House entryway Monday—Friday, 8 am to 4 or Sunday mornings. 

To see more about how the New Milford Food Bank operates and what it looks like, you can watch their video 

here:  https://www.facebook.com/TownofNewMilfordCT/videos/1082317702259089  

INSPIRATIONAL RESOURCES - Looking for a little daily inspiration?  Every 2 months, we make available 

new issues of the Upper Room guide that includes a daily reading and scripture verse.  The stories 

included are contemporary, relevant and inspirational.  This handy little booklet is pocket-sized but 

there is also a large print copy for anyone who needs that extra help.   

The new May-June issue is available on the literature table near the main entrance to the Parish House. 

The 2022 version of the Green Fair will be Saturday, July 9. The committee is starting preparations 

for another fantastic event with some changes this year. We will still accept chairs and nice rugs but 

gone (for now at least!) are the beds, dressers, tables, etc. We are also rethinking the food and are 

considering a food truck or two. Other additions include an expected increase in music offerings and 

silent auction items. Children's area will have more crafts and activities as well. 

What does all this mean for you? It means we need help! Help getting quality auction items. Help with making 

the bake tent the best ever! Help in all other the areas as well. If you have helped before, we will be sure to tap you 

again. If you are new to our community, please ask where you can be most useful. This is truly a community event 

and we welcome all to pitch in and join the fun!  

Any questions? Contact fair c-chairs Scott Brady or at Michael Gorra. 

mailto:dce@firstchurchwashingtonct.org
mailto:dce@firstchurchwashingtonct.org
https://www.facebook.com/TownofNewMilfordCT/videos/1082317702259089
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The Green Team will meet on Sunday, May 15, 

immediately following worship (in person) to discuss 

plans relative to the Green Fair.   

Anyone wishing to get involved is invited to attend. 

Meanwhile, we’d like to share these great tips for actions you 

can take to make a difference. 

On Earth Day Sunday, April 24, we celebrated and honored 

the Earth with a special worship service and then followed 

with a coffee hour that highlighted locally produced foods as 

well as a focus on reducing waste.  Besides some delicious 

locally produced cheeses and popcorn snack from Lesser Evil 

Snacks located in nearby Danbury, we had some apple cake 

made from Averill apples.  Buying locally produced foods 

reduces the fuel consumption and transportation costs of 

foods coming from other regions of the country and world.  

And farms that grow food locally take better care of their soils 

and other limited resources.  To find local farms for a variety 

of products, go to ctgrown.org  

and www.pickyourown.org/CT.htm 

We also shared some infographics that describe how we can 

reduce food waste in our 

homes and lower our 

impact on climate change 

with our food choices! 

We’re sharing those here 

with you and hope you’ll 

find some actionable 

information to get you 

started! 

Note that the image in the 

upper right shows protein 

sources from low impact of 

vegetables and grains to 

the highest of ruminant 

animals.   Use this as an 

impetus to reduce the 

number of meals you 

consume that include 

things like beef and lamb 

in favor of plant-based 

proteins or meats and dairy 

that have a lighter impact. 

Green Team Update 

https://ctgrown.org/
https://www.pickyourown.org/CT.htm
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Yoga Classes offered by Julie Haesche weekly: 

Mobility + Strength, 9:30—10:30 am Mondays - offers a comprehensive workout, all without any weights. When 

your body moves properly, you feel better. Science has proven that improved mobility can mitigate the risk of injury 

in everyday life and improve strength both on and off the mat.  This class is for people of all ages and ability levels 

to help you build flexibility in the joints, strength in the surrounding muscles and length in the whole body. 

Gentle Flow, 10 - 11:15 am Wednesdays - a calming, stress-relieving class to stretch and strengthen the body, 

gradually. The practice incorporates gentle movement, mindful breathing, and guided relaxation to build self-

awareness and unwind. Students have the opportunity to slow down, delve deeper into poses, and release tension 

from body and mind. This class is open to all levels and is suitable for those who are new to yoga.  

Flowers 

May 1 Given by the Hoadley children in honor of the 11 grandchildren and 18 great grandchildren  

of Nelson and Peggy Hoadley 
May 8  In honor of my parents, Georgia and Robert Middlebrook, who came to Washington in 1966  

and celebrated their anniversary every May 10 

May 15  Given in loving memory of Harold "Ace" & Norma K. Anson and Wylie & Mary Kinney  

by Sheila Mary Anson 

May 29  Given by Helen Rauch Hughes in loving memory of her mother, Marjorie Rauch  

June 12 In loving memory of Peter Armstrong, given by Henrietta, Paul, and Amanda 

June 19  In loving memory of Barbara McConnell Daniell,  

married in this sanctuary to Harry W. Daniell on June 22, 1952 

June 26 In celebration of the marriage of Christina Hull Cornell and Jonathan Michael Ruel, given by her family 

May and June flower sponsorship dates open and available to sponsor:  5/22 and 6/5 

Steeple Lighting     

May 1 In loving memory of Sue Werkhoven, given by her family. 

May 8 In memory of Nancy B. Houldin, given by her family. 

May 29 Given by Helen Rauch Hughes in loving memory of her mother, Marjorie Rauch 

 Given by Barbara Nye in loving memory of Norman  

June 5 Given by Toppy in loving memory of Walter M. (Jed) Pickett, Jr.  

June 12 In loving memory of Barbara McConnell Daniell,  

married in this sanctuary to Harry W. Daniell on June 22, 1952 

 In  memory of Rev. Lee A. Neuhaus and Kurt P Neuhaus.  Given by the Neuhaus Family 

 Given by Barbara Nye in loving memory of family who have "gone home" before me 

June 26 Given by The Reichs in loving memory of Stephen C. Reich 

May and June steeple lighting dates open and available to sponsor:  5/15, 5/22 and 6/19 

If you would like to sponsor either flowers or steeple lighting in March. April or into the future,  

please contact the church office by email:  admin@firstchurchwashingtonct.org or phone (860) 868-0569. 

Flowers  & Steeple Lighting              

LOAVES and FISHES - VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY! 

We are next scheduled to prepare and serve a dinner at Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House on 

Thursday, June 30 and will need a couple of volunteers to serve plus others to provide food.  Please 

keep an eye out for more information but if you want to really help us out, you can sign up in advance 

at www.firstchurchwashingtonct.org/loaves__fishes_meal_service 

http://www.firstchurchwashingtonct.org/loaves__fishes_meal_service
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Weekly on Sundays  

Sunday Services are hybrid: in-person in the Meeting House and online for 

those who choose.   

10 am - Worship with us online (see details on p2) 

10 am - Sunday School - .  (see p 4) 
 

Other Weekly Activities in Wersebe Hall 

9:30 am - Mondays - Yoga for Mobility and Strength* 

9:30 am - AA  (currently only meeting online) 

10 am - Wednesdays - Gentle Flow* 

5 pm - Thursdays - Tai Chi** 

10 am - Fridays - AA Meeting 

Noon Fridays - New Beginnings pot luck gathering in the church hall  

* Descriptions on page 6.  Preregistration is required for yoga -  

    Contact Julie Haesche at www.juliehaesche.com/  

** For Tai Chi - Contact Jampa Stewart.  Drop-ins welcome. 

May 
Sun, May 1, following worship - Newcomers’ Orientation and Luncheon 

Sun, May 8 - MOTHERS’ DAY 

Sun, May 15, 11 am-Noon - Green Team Planning Meeting 

Tue, May 17, 6 pm - Litchfield South Assoc Dinner and Meeting (PH/MH) 

Wed, May 18, 6:30 pm - Council Meeting 

Mon, May 23 - Judea Journal content deadline 

Sun, May 29, 11 am -1 pm, Youth Group Meeting (Wersebe Hall) 

Mon, May 30 - MEMORIAL DAY - Office Closed 

June 
Sat, Jun 4 - Wedding:  Ziebold-Falcon 

Fri, Jun 10 - Music on the Green 

Sun, Jun 12 - Confirmation (during the worship service) 

Sun, Jun 12, 11 am - ANNUAL Congregational Meeting 

Mon, Jun 13 - Judea Journal content deadline 

Fri, Jun 17 - Music on the Green 

Sun, Jun 19, 10 am - FATHERS’ DAY Pavilion Service  

In the Riverwalk Pavilion, behind the 

Washington Primary School 

School St, Washington Depot  

Tue, Jun 22, 6:30 pm - Council meeting 

Fri, Jun 24 - Music on the Green 

Sat, Jun 25 - Wedding: Cornell-Ruell 

Sun, Jun 26, 10 am - Pride Service 

            1 pm -  Pride on the Green 

Thu, Jun 30, 3:30 - 6 pm - Loaves and Fishes  

 

 

 

June Birthdays 

May Birthdays 

9 ...... Annabel Urquhart 

10 .... Alexa Lewis 

11 .... Carolyn Muszala 

14 .... Tilden Evans 

16 .... Riley Brady 

20 .... Art Peterson 

23 .... Linda Frank 

28 .... Hailey Lovallo 

2........Lyle Nichols 

15......Cara Michalski 

 ......... .Debbie Swigart 

 ......... .James Urquhart 

17 .... .Carrie Loyd 

….…… Mary Rivers 

18…….Jennifer Urquhart 

20 .... ..Tony Vengrove 

22 ......Carol Glintenkamp 

23 .... ..Sheila Anson 

24 .... ..Scott Brady 

CALENDAR of ACTIVITIES and EVENTS for May and June 

May-June 2022 

Reach out and send these folks your well-wishes! 

And...please let us know if we missed anyone so that  

we may update our database!!   

ANNIVERSARIES - May/June  

June 1 - Terri Tibbatts and Nic Nichols (37 years) 

June 12 - Austin and Mink Farmer (1 year) 

June 16 - John and Susan Loyd Turner (10 years) 

June 24 - Emelie and Mike Burl (5 years) 

June 30 - Karen and Jim Esslinger (21 years) 

http://www.juliehaesche.com/


Whoever you are, and wherever you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

6 Kirby Road 

P.O. Box 1285 

The First Congregational 

Phone: 860-868-0569 

E-mail: 

admin@firstchurchwashingtonct.org 

POSTMASTER:  ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE EXPEDITE DELIVERY 

               The Margaret P. Addicks  

                  Memorial Blood Drive 

              Sunday, May 22, 9 am-2 pm 
 

 WHERE:  Frederick Gunn School 

            The Upper Gym, Rt 47, Washington, CT 

          To reserve your time:   

Call 1-800-Red Cross (1-800-733-2767)   https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive 

The Red Cross is experiencing the worst blood shortage in over a decade. If 

this date, times or location are not convenient for you, there are other 

locations in the area holding drives, too.  

Click the link or call the number on the left to reserve your time. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive

