
Continued, page 3 

A Message from our Pastor 

CALL TO QUARTERLY MEETING 

Hear the latest updates on what is happening in our church and 

participate in the governing process.  All members are requested 

to attend this meeting to be held on  Sunday, March 27, at 

about 10:45 am, immediately following our worship service in 

the Meeting House and online via Zoom. A quorum of 25 active 

members is required. Please mark your calendar and plan to 

attend. 

Agenda:   

 Approval of minutes from the January Quarterly Meeting 

 Treasurer's Report 

 Report on Progress of the Bell Structure Support Project 

 Ministry Reports 

 New Business 

See you there! 

Dimitri Willert, Moderator 

March - April 2022 
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Daylight Savings Time: 

      Spring ahead on March 13 

“We keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new 

things, because we’re curious and curiosity keeps leading us 

down new paths.” – Walt Disney 

 The old saying goes “March comes in like a lion and goes 

out like a lamb.”  I’m not sure what the weather will be like as we 

turn the page into this new month, but this year with March 

comes Lent, kicking off with Ash Wednesday on the 2nd.  If you’re 

so inclined, I’ll be on the Green at the PO with ashes and a short 

prayer from 7:30-9:30 that morning. 

 Our theme for Lent this year is “Moving Home.”  If you’ve 

ever moved into a new home, you know it can take many 

decisions as we go from an idea to being all settled into a new 

place, and how once we get there, we’re never the same as when 

we left.  This Lent we’ll journey through the gospel of Luke, 

touching on a few of Jesus’ well-known parables paired with 

readings from the Hebrew bible, while thinking about the steps to 

moving home, as some call it, from the drawing table to the newly 

placed kitchen table.  Ash Wednesday reminds us we need to 

change our current path and turn back toward God.  Easter 

symbolizes the new home we have in a resurrected Christ.    

 For this Lenten journey, we can think about a new way of 
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2021-22 Quarterly Meeting Schedule:   2022, March 27, June 12 (Annual Mtg) 

Our deacons are responsible for 

the worship, hospitality, and 

pastoral care of the church.  They 

are available to speak with you 

about any matters pertaining to 

these things.  You may contact 

them at the numbers beside each 

name.   

Wayne Hileman  

Sheila Anson  

Susan Elliott  

Judith Gorra  

Dan Lovallo  

Hailey Lovallo  

Susan Loyd Turner 

Cara Michalski  

Henrietta Small 

Terri Tibbatts   

Dave Werkhoven   

Ellen Willert  

Sunday Services  

Join us Sunday at 10 am  

in person,  

online via Zoom or YouTube. 

No matter who you are - or where 

you are -  

you are welcome here! 

Online Connection Info: 

Zoom 

https://zoom.us/j/598785427 

Meeting ID: 598 785 427 

Password: 572708 

To phone in (audio only): 

 (646)558-8656 

 Meeting ID: 598785427# 

 Password:  572708 

YouTube, live or pre-recorded, 

https://tinyurl.com/firstchurch-

youtube 

Ways to give to our church 

 

 

We appreciate your giving!  Did you 

know you can give online, either 

click the “Give Online” icon above 

or the “Give Now” button  

on our Home page? 

OTHER OPTIONS: 

 Use the NEW "Vanco Mobile" 

Church phone app (available in 

Android or iPhone version) 

 Online bill pay through your 

bank 

 Mail a check to:   

First Congregational Church  

PO Box 1285  

Washington, CT  06793 

Rev. Robyn Gray, Pastor 860-868-0569, x 11  

       Pastor.Robyn@firstchurchwashingtonct.org 

        Available by phone or email; email is preferred.  

Carrie Loyd, Christian Ed Superintendent 

Jesse Ofgang, Organist/Principal Musician  

Kathleen Sauvageau, Bookkeeper 

Bookkeeper@firstchurchwashingtonct.org  

       By appointment as needed;  

 always available by email. 

Karen Esslinger, Admin. Assistant 

        860-868-0569, ext10 

 Mon and Wed, 1 pm—5:30 pm (remote) 

 Tues and Thurs, 9 am—1:30 pm (remote) 

Council Members 

Rev. Robyn Gray, PhD Pastor, 860-868-0569, X 11 

Dimitri Willert, Moderator 

OPEN,  Vice-Moderator/ Stewardship,  

Michelle Gorra, Treasurer 

Susan Elliott, Clerk and Deacons’ Rep 

Millie Johnson, Christian Ed.  

Dick Connor, Finance 

Carol Glintenkamp, Missions 

Alecia Evans, Music & Drama 

John Lintner, Personnel 

FCC STAFF and COUNCIL 

General Church Info and Council’s Corner 

Note that email addresses and phone numbers other than the church office number have been removed from the Deacon, 

Council and staff listings because of ongoing problems with phishing emails and texts sent to and among these addresses 

and numbers.  Because we post on our website, we needed to take these security measures.   

Please refer to the church directory for contact information.  

https://zoom.us/j/598785427
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDsVwO8xnoyx0YCWtbTXx9g/featured
https://zoom.us/j/598785427
https://tinyurl.com/firstchurch-youtube
https://tinyurl.com/firstchurch-youtube
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOfWMtEUrthVYTM3EuNBMpKa6LyvD9eZ_F1OGVLl-PCpSums9tj3wI7okSf0MyMa8uqozYHO0ql7FgeviF6oCAUA=&ver=3
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doing things or thinking about things that we can 

envision as our new home, and make efforts to get 

there as we travel these 6 weeks of pondering and 

reflection, death and resurrection. 

 Now that we are back in the Meeting House on 

Sundays, it’s also a good time to consider what our 

church home means to us, whether that is the building 

itself or the community within it.  What did it mean pre-

pandemic?  What did we miss about it while we were 

away, and are there things we’d like to improve or 

enhance now that we’re back?  What can we leave 

behind, and what can we create anew in this doubly-

liminal time of Lent and return? 

 I hope you will join us for the entire Lenten 

season, but if you can’t make it all, mark your 

calendars now for the Procession of the Palms on April 

10th, our Maundy Thursday service at 7:30 pm on April 

14th, and two opportunities on Easter April 17th - either 

the Sunrise Service at the Stone Church in New 

Preston with our friends at Salem, or our regular 

worship time at 10 am.  Watch for expanded 

announcements (and maybe some exciting updates!) 

about all these events as we get closer. 

Www.FirstChurchWashingtonCT.org March—April 2022 

 

With you  

on the journey, 

Photo Information 

Photos are periodically taken during 

worship and other Church events and 

activities to share with our friends and 

membership online and in print.  If you do 

not wish to have photos of you or your 

children (where applicable) used in Church 

promotional materials please let us know. 

** Indicates a Communion Sunday.   

Grab something to eat and drink before you log in. 

“Do your little bit of good where you are;  
its those little bits of good put together  

that overwhelm the world.” 
—Archbishop Desmond Tutu (born 1931) 

Nobel Peace Prize Winner 

DEACONS OF THE MONTH  

March :  Susan Loyd Turner and Cara Michalski 

      WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  USHERS  

Mar 6 **   Cara Michalski Lee Parsons 

Mar 13  Sheila Anson Dave Werkhoven  

Mar 20  Liddy Adams Jim Esslinger 

Mar 27  Dimitri Willert Sarah Jenkins 

2/22— The schedule for the following few months is in 

the works.  Volunteers, be on the lookout in your in-box 

for the latest from Sheila Anson.    

Sunday Morning Ministry Schedule 

There are always opportunities to participate in 

this community by being an usher or reader at a 

Sunday service.  Have you ever thought about it?  If 

so, give Sheila Anson or one of the other Deacons 

(names and phone numbers on page 2) a call to 

answer any questions or to volunteer.  Or email 

Sheila at ansonsheila@yahoo.com. Being a reader or 

usher or reader can be quite an enjoyable 

experience and make your time on Sunday morning 

even richer!  

As a reader, you get a unique perspective of the 

congregation from up on the pulpit (when we are in 

person).  As a reader online, you don’t have to step 

too far out of your usual role as participant and with 

minimal tutorial on the process, you can make an 

important contribution to the worship experience.   

As an usher/greeter (in person services only), 

you have a few responsibilities but in return have an 

awesome opportunity to meet people and provide a 

welcoming presence to folks coming in the door.  

Volunteering as an Usher or Reader 



FOOD BANK NEEDS  These are the most needed right now: 

Canned Beans  

Spam  

Condiments (mayo, salsa, maple syrup)  

Coffee and Tea 

Dry Cereal 

Juices (no grapefruit) 

Seltzer 

Baking Supplies (baking soda, vanilla) 

Gluten Free non-perishables 

 

Non-food items: 

Toothpaste, toothbrushes 

Paper Goods (Toilet paper, facial tissues, paper 

towels) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL and YOUTH GROUP 

Join us in Sunday School this spring as we prepare for Easter! Starting Sunday, March 6th 

through Palm Sunday, April 10th, we will be working on gaining a deeper understanding of 

the Easter story through our creative endeavors. The Sunday Schoolers will be putting 

together a video production to be shared with our church community, including the script, scenery, props, and 

puppets!  

We will learn, create, ask, and share as we celebrate the season.  

Each week, the Sunday Schoolers will start in the Meeting House before they are dismissed to Wersbe Hall where 

we can spread out and have ample space for fun and games. Please wear a mask!  

Save the Date: Easter Sunday, April 17th, Join us for an Easter egg hunt on the Green!  

Details to come.  

You're invited! All middle and high schoolers are invited to join us on the fourth Sunday of each month 

for Youth Group! We will meet from 11am-1pm (right after worship) in Wersbe Hall for lunch, 

conversation, community, and games.  

For more information, please or to get on the Sunday School or Youth Group mailing list, contact Carrie Loyd. 

Christian Education and Faith Formation 

BE A PART OF THE FOOD CHAIN! 

The Washington-Warren and New Milford Food Banks rely on donations from people 

like us.  Won’t you make donation of food, cleaning supplies and personal care items to our local food banks a 

regular part of your routine.   

You may drop off shelf stable food, personal care and cleaning products to the shopping cart in the Parish 

House entryway Monday—Friday, 8 am to 4 or Sunday mornings. 

To see more about how the New Milford Food Bank operates and what it looks like, you can watch their video 

here:  https://www.facebook.com/TownofNewMilfordCT/videos/1082317702259089  

INSPIRATIONAL RESOURCES - Looking for a little daily inspiration?  Every 2 months, we make available 

new issues of the Upper Room guide that includes a daily reading and scripture verse.  The stories 

included are contemporary, relevant and inspirational.  This handy little booklet is pocket-sized but 

there is also a large print copy for anyone who needs that extra help.   

The new March-April issue is available on the literature table near the main entrance to the Parish House. 

https://www.facebook.com/TownofNewMilfordCT/videos/1082317702259089
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Carol Glintenkamp, Missions Chair 

Missions and Outreach 

Friday, Mar 11, 1 - 6 pm 
 

WHERE:  Roxbury Congregational Church 
        24 Church St, Roxbury, CT 

To reserve your time:   
Call 1-800-Red Cross (1-800-733-2767)  

We are scheduled to prepare and serve a dinner at Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House on Thursday, 

March 31 and will need a couple of volunteers for sure.  We also may need to gather up some 

volunteers who can prepare or purchase food to serve that day.  Please keep watch for updates in the 

weekly eNews on the full needs with an opportunity to sign up.  If you are interested in helping in any 

capacity, feel free to contact me or Karen in the church office. 

And please make a donation for our Easter Memorials this year (see page 6 for the order form).  The charity 

we’ve selected this year is RIP Medical Debt Relief.  In addition to donations made specifically for that, if you 

purchase flowers, any proceeds beyond the cost of the flowers will also go to this cause.   

Their mission is to end medical debt and be: 

A source of justice in an unjust healthcare finance system: Our unique and highly leveraged debt abolishment 

model combines the generosity of donors with debt industry expertise to produce a high volume of debt relief 

return, mitigating significant financial and mental distress for millions of people. 

A unique solution for patient-centered healthcare providers: By partnering with us, health care systems can 

strengthen individuals and communities by relieving dormant, uncollectible, and damaging bad debts and can 

identify opportunities to refine their financial assistance programs to better serve their communities.  

A moral force for systemic change: Our work brings attention to the range of negative impacts caused by medical 

debt and a deeper understanding of its causes. These efforts support progress toward a more 

compassionate, transparent, equitable and affordable healthcare system.  

If you’d like to understand more about the problem in the hopes of arriving 

at a better solution, you can read the book, “End Medical Debt” by Jerry 

Ashton, Robert Goff and Craig Antico. The issues addressed in this Atlantic 

article are the same and do a decent job of explaining the systematic 

problems with medical billing, the buying of medical debt, and the latitude to 

pursue payment indefinitely.    

https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/08/medical-bill-debt-

collection/596914/ 

Interested in helping out with any missions activiites? Contact me! 

Www.FirstChurchWashingtonCT.org March-April 2022 

The Red Cross is experiencing the worst blood shortage in 

over a decade. If this date, times or location are not 

convenient for you, there are other locations in the area 

holding drives, too. Click here or call the number on the left. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive 

In response to our Books & Bears 
drive 

Anyone interested in helping our church become a greener congregation is invited to join us 

in a planning meeting.  By taking up the challenge and committing to taking incremental but 

important steps toward protecting God’s Creation, we can take action to promote a shift toward a 

better, healthier and more stable environment for everyone.   

 To kick this off, the Green Team will meet on Sunday, March 13 at noon via Zoom.  

Connection information is the same as Sunday worship so details can be found on our home page:  

www.firstchurchwashingtonct.org.     
In this meeting, we will discuss the structured program of the Southern New England Conference of the UCC, review where we 

are currently and where we’d like to go with this.  Your voice matters!  Join us. 

For more information on the program and its details, go to:  https://www.sneucc.org/environmental-ministries 

Green Team Update 

https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/08/medical-bill-debt-collection/596914/
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/08/medical-bill-debt-collection/596914/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
http://www.firstchurchwashingtonct.org
https://www.sneucc.org/environmental-ministries
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Easter Memorials 

Flowers 

Mar 6 In loving memory of Barbara McConnell Daniell, Granddaughter of Rev. and Mrs. Robert Carter 

Mar 20  In loving memory of Sue Werkhoven, given by her family. 

Apr 17  Easter Flowers and RIP Debt Relief 

Apr 24 In loving memory of Nancy Houldin, given by her family. 

March and April flower sponsorship dates open and available to sponsor:  3/13, 3/27, 4/3, 4/10 

Steeple Lighting     

Mar 6 In loving memory of Barbara McConnell Daniell, Granddaughter of Rev. and Mrs. Robert Carter 

Mar 20 In memory of Valerie Peterson, given by Art and Liz Peterson 

Apr 3 Given by Susan McMaster in loving memory of her uncle, Edward Colton Fowler 

March and April steeple lighting dates open and available to sponsor:  3/13, 3/27, 4/10, 4/17, 4/24 

If you would like to sponsor either flowers or steeple lighting in March. April or into the future,  

please contact the church office by email:  admin@firstchurchwashingtonct.org or phone (860) 868-0569. 

Flowers  & Steeple Lighting              

With the expectation that we will celebrate Easter in person this year, we are again offering the 

opportunity to purchase potted flowers as well as donations to RIP Debt Relief.  See page 3 for more 

information about the benefits of this Debt Relief program. 

Gifts may be given in memory of loved ones, other intention, or anonymously.  Flowers are priced 

separately below.  All memorials will be listed in the Easter Sunday bulletin. 

 

Dedication:        In Memory of ...        In Honor of…     In Thanksgiving for… 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Given by:    ______________________________________________________________________ 

Choice of Flowers:    ____ Hyacinths $10 (Circle: Blue, Pink or White)             ____ Easter Lilies $20 

                                   _____ Tulips $10    (Circle: Pink, Purple, Red, Yellow, Bi-Color)     

Alternative Donation to RIP Debt Relief:  _________ (fill in amount) 

Total Amount:  $___________    Check # __________    or Cash 

All memorial forms with payment must be turned in to the church office by Wednesday, March 30. 

Please make checks payable to: First Congregational Church and note “Easter Memorials” on the memo line of 

your check.   We cannot guarantee flowers for orders after April 2. 

If you order flowers, you may pick up your flowers after worship on Easter. If you don’t wish to keep them yourself, 

we encourage you to give them to someone who needs uplifting … OR… if you would like to donate them to the 

church, we will plant them in the church yard this spring. 



Page 7  Www.FirstChurchWashingtonCT.org 

Weekly on Sundays  

Sunday Services are hybrid again: in-person in the Meeting House and online 

for those who choose.  The plan is always subject to change if case numbers 

rise again.  Notification of any changes will be included in our weekly emails.  

Thank you for your patience in this continuing season of pandemic. 

10 am - Worship with us online (see details on p2) 

10 am - Sunday School - .  (see p 4) 
 

Other Weekly Activities in Wersebe Hall 

9:30 am - Mondays - Yoga for Mobility and Strength* 

9:30 am - AA 

10 am - Wednesdays - Gentle Flow* 

5 pm - Wednesdays - Tai Chi** 

5 pm - Thursdays - Tai Chi** 

10 am - Fridays - AA Meeting 

Noon Fridays - New Beginnings pot luck gathering in the church hall  

* Descriptions at bottom of the page.  Preregistration is required for yoga -  

    Contact Julie Haesche at www.juliehaesche.com/  

** For Tai Chi - Contact Jampa Stewart.  Drop-ins welcome. 

March 
Wed. Mar 2 - 7:30-9:30 am - Ash Wednesday (“Ashes to Go” at the PO) 

Sun, Mar 13 - DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME—SPRING AHEAD!! 

Sun, Mar 13, Noon-1 pm - Green Team Planning Meeting 

Tue, Mar 15, 6:30 pm - Council Meeting (online) 

Sat, Mar 19, Super Saturday (morning and afternoon workshops available) 

Sun, Mar 27, following church service - Quarterly Congregational Meeting (see p 1) 

Sun, Mar 27, 11 am -1 pm, Youth Group Meeting (Wersebe Hall) 

April 
Sun, Apr 10, 10 am - PALM SUNDAY Service 

Thur, April 14, 7:30 pm - Maundy Thursday  

Sun, Apr 17,     EASTER  

Sunrise Service on New Preston Hill 

10 am - Service  

Tue, Apr 19, 6:30 pm - Council meeting 

Sun, Apr 24, 11-1 pm - Youth Group Meeting 

 

 

 

April Birthdays 

March Birthdays 

3 ...... Noah Johnson 

 ........ Anne Low  

4 ...... Wayne Hileman 

6 ...... Gretchen Farmer 

10 .... John Lintner 

 ........ Kate Vengrove 

19 .... Vi Owens 

20 .... Reese Owens 

24 .... Katie Grinnell 

30 .... Matt Muszala 

2........Joe Mustich 

3 .......Henrietta Small 

5 ....... .Austin Farmer 

6 ....... .Eva Evans 

18 .... .David Low 

26…… Matt Brady 

27…….Michelle Gorra 

 ......... ..Cooper Vengrove 

30 ......Dan Lovallo 

CALENDAR of ACTIVITIES and EVENTS for March and April 

March-April 2022 

Yoga Classes offered by Julie Haesche weekly: 

Mobility + Strength, 9:30—10:30 am Mondays - offers a comprehensive workout, all without any weights. When 

your body moves properly, you feel better. Science has proven that improved mobility can mitigate the risk of injury 

in everyday life and improve strength both on and off the mat.  This class is for people of all ages and ability levels 

to help you build flexibility in the joints, strength in the surrounding muscles and length in the whole body. 

Gentle Flow, 10 - 11:15 am Wednesdays - a calming, stress-relieving class to stretch and strengthen the body, 

gradually. The practice incorporates gentle movement, mindful breathing, and guided relaxation to build self-

awareness and unwind. Students have the opportunity to slow down, delve deeper into poses, and release tension 

from body and mind. This class is open to all levels and is suitable for those who are new to yoga.  

ANNIVERSARIES - March  

Mar 18 - Michael & Michelle Gorra (27 years) 

Mar 24 -  Beth & Dan Lovallo (21 years) 

http://www.juliehaesche.com/


Whoever you are, and wherever you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome here. 

 

6 Kirby Road 

P.O. Box 1285 

The First Congregational 

Phone: 860-868-0569 

E-mail: 

admin@firstchurchwashingtonct.org 

POSTMASTER:  ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE EXPEDITE DELIVERY 

Washington Refugee Resettlement Project 

When we welcome and help resettle refugees, we provide  

lifesaving support to our newest neighbors and, at the same time,  

strengthen our communities by uniting around a common cause. 

Things are developing quickly! We are expecting our family in a couple of short weeks and still need specific 
volunteers and donations. Together, we’ve accomplished a lot in the past few months, but much of our work is still 
ahead of us. Can we count on you? 
Below are the our most sought after opportunities for community involvement. To volunteer or learn more, please 
email us at info@wrrp.net as soon as possible. 

Volunteer Drivers 
Underwrite Afghan Literacy Materials  
Education & Cultural Orientation Volunteers 
Social Media Manager Volunteer 

Pashto Interpreters 
Employment 
In-Kind Donations: We Still Need Clothing! 
 

Contribution checks can be made out to:  "Washington Refugee Resettlement Project"  
and mailed to:  Washington Refugee Resettlement Project, 60 Hinkle Road, Washington, CT 06793.  

St. John's Foundation, Washington, CT is acting as fiduciary for WRRP.  
St. John's Foundation is a 501c3 non-profit organization.  

mailto:info@wrrp.net

