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“Blessed are all who fear the Lord, who walk in obedience to God.  

You will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours.” – Psalm 128:1-2 

Looking out on the frozen tundra that is the Green right now, it’s a stretch to remember all the exciting 

outdoor activities that have taken place here lately, even during this pandemic.  Between First Church, St 

John’s, the PO Café, the Frederick Gunn School, the Gunn Historical Museum, and the Gunn Memorial Library, 

there is usually something to look forward to, even if it’s a small thing like a delicious hot cup of coffee and a 

smile at the PO, or finding a book you’ve been meaning to read at the library. 

What a treat it was, then, to learn this bright and wintry week that 3 of our neighbors - the PO, the Gunn 

Historical Museum, and The Frederick Gunn School - were voted best Café, best Museum, and best 9-12th 

grade private school, respectively, in Litchfield County Magazine’s annual Reader’s Choice rankings. 

We are so blessed to have these great establishments steps away from the Meeting House, and even more 

so in the ways we’ve been able to work together in the last year.  The PO 

was an important collaborator for our Summer Music On The Green series, 

offering amazing picnic meals on warm summer nights, plus hot chocolate 

and gingerbread for our inaugural caroling and tree lighting event in 

December, and extra blankets for our last-minute outdoor Christmas Eve 

service.  This past October, the Museum expanded its cemetery tour to 

include the front porch of the Meeting House, where our own Michael Gorra 

portrayed former pastor Ebenezer Porter.  It’s been a thrill to work with 

curator Stephen Bartkus and Shepaug Valley School students on an oral 

history project capturing the stories of Washington’s LGBTQ+ members, 

several of whom have ties to First Congregational. 
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Worship at a Glance 

10 AM Sunday Worship  

2/6 Online Worship with  

               Communion  (ONLINE only) 

             (Sunday School 9:15 online) 

2/13  Worship - in person & online 

2/20  Worship - in person & online 

2/27  Worship - in person & online 

3/2 Ash Wednesday— 

                  Service time TBD 

3/6 1st Sunday in Lent 

 Worship with Communion 

              - in person and online 

3/13 Worship - in person & online 

3/20 Worship - in person & online 

3/27 Worship - in person & online 

Beginning 2/13, Sunday School will 

be back in person and will follow 

the worship plan if something 

changes.  Or be sure Carrie Loyd 

has your contact info. 

The Green Congregation Challenge is a step-by-step program 

that helps churches take small, but consequential, actions 

toward protecting God’s Creation.  We believe we are at a 

tipping point in the climate crisis when the witness of people 

of faith is vital.  

The Green Team is interested in taking up the challenge.  Are you with 

us?  Or maybe you want to learn more?  See page 5 for some general 

information and plan to join us on Sunday, February 6 at 1 pm on Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 819 7139 7158          Passcode: 516573 (click on pdf to join) 

Or email the church office for a link. 

https://sneucc-org.zoom.us/j/81971397158?pwd=TFhsNlBnNTdwbDh1djBzckcvell4QT09
mailto:admin@firstchurchwashingtonct.org?subject=Green%20Congregation%20Challenge%20Meeting%20-%20Feb%206%20at%201%20pm


 

Page 2  

Birthdays 6 

Calendar   6 

Governance 2 

From the Pastor   1 

Green Congregation 

Challenge 
5 

Memorials—Weekly 6 

Missions & Outreach   4 

Refugee Resettlement 4 

Sunday Morning  

       Ministry 3 

Worship Gathering Info 3 

In this issue: 

2021-22 Quarterly Meeting Schedule:   2022, January 9, March 27, June 12 (Annual Mtg) 

Our deacons are responsible for 

the worship, hospitality, and 

pastoral care of the church.  They 

are available to speak with you 

about any matters pertaining to 

these things.  You may contact 

them at the numbers beside each 

name.   

Wayne Hileman  

Sheila Anson  

Susan Elliott  

Judith Gorra  

Dan Lovallo  

Hailey Lovallo  

Susan Loyd Turner 

Cara Michalski  

Henrietta Small 

Terri Tibbatts  

Dave Werkhoven   

Ellen Willert  

Ways to give to our church 

 

 

We appreciate your giving!  Did you 

know you can give online, either 

click the “Give Online” icon above 

or the “Give Now” button  

on our Home page? 

OTHER OPTIONS: 

 Use the NEW "Vanco Mobile" 

Church phone app (available in 

Android or iPhone version) 

 Online bill pay through your 

bank 

 Mail a check to:   

First Congregational Church  

PO Box 1285  

Washington, CT  06793 

Rev. Robyn Gray, Pastor 860-868-0569, x 11  

        Available by phone or email; email is preferred.  

Carrie Loyd, Christian Ed Superintendent 

Jesse Ofgang, Organist/Principal Musician  

Kathleen Sauvageau, Bookkeeper  

       By appointment as needed;  

 always available by email. 

Karen Esslinger, Admin. Assistant 

        860-868-0569, ext10 

 Mon and Wed, 1 pm—5:30 pm (remote) 

 Tues and Thurs, 9 am—1:30 pm (remote) 

Al Trowbridge, Sexton  

Council Members 

Rev. Robyn Gray, PhD Pastor, 860-868-0569, X 11 

Dimitri Willert, Moderator 

OPEN,  Vice-Moderator/ Stewardship,  

Michelle Gorra, Treasurer 

Susan Elliott, Clerk and Deacons’ Rep  

Millie Johnson, Christian Ed.  

Dick Connor, Finance 

Carol Glintenkamp, Missions 

Alecia Evans, Music & Drama 

John Lintner, Personnel 

FCC STAFF and COUNCIL 

General Church Info and Council’s Corner 

The deadline for the March 

Judea Journal is  

Thursday, Feb 16. 

Note that email addresses and phone numbers other than the church office number have been removed from the Deacon, 

Council and staff listings because of ongoing problems with phishing emails and texts sent to and among these addresses 

and numbers.  Because we post on our website, we needed to take these security measures.   

Please refer to the church directory for contact information.  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOfWMtEUrthVYTM3EuNBMpKa6LyvD9eZ_F1OGVLl-PCpSums9tj3wI7okSf0MyMa8uqozYHO0ql7FgeviF6oCAUA=&ver=3
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In late January, we heard the words of Paul’s first 

letter to the Corinthians: “If one member suffers, all 

suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all 

rejoice together with it.”  As a member of this wonderful 

community up here on the Green, we rejoice together 

with these fantastic neighbors and allies.  And while we 

haven’t (yet!) had the opportunity for an exciting 

partnership with The Frederick Gunn School, we will 

continue to look for ways in which to inspire each other.  

While not on the Green, we also share a shout-out to 

Aspetuck Animal Hospital and our 3 amazing 

veterinarians, Drs. Ferris Gorra, Michael Gorra, and 

Trish Grinnell, for being named best veterinary practice.  

Congratulations to Depot Dog as well, also with ties to 

First Congregational, for snagging third place for best 

new retail store. 

As we continue to trudge through the 3-dog-nights 

of winter, these accolades remind us of the great times 

we’ve had in the past year, and encourage us to look 

forward to more fun activities when it gets warmer once 

again.  For those desperate for a sign of spring – 

pitchers and catchers are expected to report to training 

camp around Valentine’s Day. 

In the very short term, we look forward to gathering 

again in the Meeting House (masked and distanced) 

after a brief time back online only.  We are so grateful 

that the case numbers and hospitalizations have come 

down steadily in the last weeks, and we’re excited to 

worship in-person and online together again beginning 

13 February.  We are so blessed that everyone who 

makes worship happen has continued to be flexible as 

the story of this pandemic still unfolds. 

Www.FirstChurchWashingtonCT.org 

Sunday Services Are In-Person Again as of Feb 13 (and online) 

As infection rates and case numbers have decreased, we're moving Sunday services back to in person as well as 

online beginning February 13. Thank you for your patience in this continuing season of pandemic. 

Join us Sunday at 10 am in person, online via Zoom or YouTube. 

No matter who you are - or where you are - you are welcome here! 

How to join live with Zoom, via YouTube live stream, or by phone: 

February 2022 

With you on the journey, 

** Indicates a Communion Sunday.   

(online) Take a few moments to gather up something to eat and 

drink for communion before you log in.    

in person)  Grape juice and gluten-free crackers will be provided. 

DEACONS OF THE MONTH  

FEBRUARY:  HENRIETTA SMALL & SUE ELLIOTT 

         WORSHIP ASSISTANTS    

Feb 6 **   John Lintner 

Feb 13  Helen Hughes  

Feb 20  Dan Lovallo 

Feb 27  Wayne Hileman 

MARCH:  SUSAN LOYD TURNER & CARA MICHALSKI 

         WORSHIP ASSISTANTS    

Mar 6 **   Cara Michalski 

Mar 13  Sheila Anson  

Mar 20  Liddy Adams 

Mar 27  Dimitri Willert 

Sunday Morning Ministry Schedule 

Zoom 

https://zoom.us/j/598785427 

Meeting ID: 598 785 427 

Password: 572708 

To phone in (audio only): 

(646)558-8656 

Meeting ID:  598785427# 

Password:  572708 

To watch on YouTube, live or pre-recorded, go to:  https://tinyurl.com/firstchurch-youtube 

https://zoom.us/j/598785427
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDsVwO8xnoyx0YCWtbTXx9g/featured
https://zoom.us/j/598785427
https://tinyurl.com/firstchurch-youtube


Missions and Outreach 

FOOD BANK NEEDS  These are the most needed right now: 

Canned Beans  

Spam  

Condiments (mayo, salsa, maple syrup)  

Coffee and Tea 

Dry Cereal 

Juices (no grapefruit) 

Seltzer 

Baking Supplies (baking soda, vanilla) 

Gluten Free non-perishables 

 

Non-food items: 

Toothpaste, toothbrushes 

Paper Goods (Toilet paper, facial tissues, paper 

towels) 

 

BE A PART OF THE FOOD CHAIN! 

The Washington-Warren and New Milford Food Banks rely on donations from people 

like us.  Won’t you make donation of food, cleaning supplies and personal care items to our local food banks a 

regular part of your routine.   

You may drop off shelf stable food, personal care and cleaning products to the shopping cart in the Parish 

House entryway Monday—Friday, 8 am to 4 or Sunday mornings. 

To see more about how the New Milford Food Bank operates and what it looks like, you can watch their 

video here:  https://www.facebook.com/TownofNewMilfordCT/videos/1082317702259089  

Climate disruption is disproportionately harming the most vulnerable communities and 

stealing the future from our youth. 

Yet, the Connecticut government and corporations are failing us on climate action. Join the 

Connecticut Citizen Action Group and at least 25 other sponsors as they plan to gather for a 

March in Hartford to amplify the voices of the most vulnerable communities and urge 

Connecticut to Lead on Climate. 

The March will be led by drummers with stops at Eversource (CTs largest utility), Travelers (the worst insurer 

for climate in the world), DEEP, and finishing at the State Capitol where the Governor and legislators will be kicking 

off the legislative session.  Click here for more information and to register. 

Masks will be required for this event and all related Covid safety protocols will be in place. 

Not available at that day and time but still want your voice heard?  Contact your legislators as they begin the 

new legislative session this month and address some important environmental issues. 

The Washington Refugee Resettlement Project (WRRP), now 

officially a recognized IRIS Community  

Co-Sponsor, is preparing to receive a family sometime by the end of February, according to the most recent 

update.  IRIS is continuing to be incredibly stretched as they continue to settle refugees in Connecticut.  The staff 

is dedicated but exhausted.  Please pray for their strength and support in all ways.   

If you are moved to do so, you may also make a donation to WRRP to help cover additional costs due to the delay 

in the family’s arrival.   To get on their mailing list for updates or to donate or volunteer, go to 

www.wrrp.net.                “It takes a village to settle a refugee family!” 
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https://www.facebook.com/TownofNewMilfordCT/videos/1082317702259089
https://actionnetwork.org/events/climate-justice-march?link_id=0&can_id=050957e7173c5d6e99bcdeaec756a755&source=email-join-us-feb-8-connecticut-climate-justice-march&email_referrer=email_1419177&email_subject=join-us-feb-8-connecticut-climate-justice-march
https://stjohnswashington.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5e7fec340e58d8b5bb867327&id=aaf75c7d35&e=5d133324e6


Green Congregation Challenge 

Let’s build on prior work of the Green Team and of this 

congregation!  The SNEUCC Environmental Ministries Team has 

updated and expanded the Green Congregation Challenge, 

building on prior green programs from historic conferences.   

They’ve solicited feedback from the 70 plus congregations who 

have been recognized for achieving Green Congregation status.   

They’ve expanded the resources available and have included 

curriculum for children and adults, and opportunities for youth. 

How Do We Join the Green Congregation Challenge? 

We choose and complete at least one step from each category 

(Educate, Organize, Connect and Advocate) and at least four 

steps from Reduce/Recycle/Rethink, to reach a total of 14 steps 

and receive recognition for completion of our level.   

Levels must be completed in order, but there is flexibility.  We 

may have ideas that aren’t listed, or we may want to adapt a step 

from another Level that matches the energy and interest of our 

congregation.   

How Does It Work? 

The SNEUCC Green Congregation Challenge now offers about 25 

action options for each of four levels with ample resources to get 

us started.   

They’ve mapped out options that allow our congregation to 

develop and implement goals that are tailored to our 

circumstances. 

Level One focuses on actions that make it easy to “Get Started”. 

Level Two expands those successes to “Create a Plan” specific 

to the needs and strengths of our congregation. 

Level Three inspires us to “Build Momentum” for bigger goals 

and greater involvement. 

Level Four helps us to “Expand Impact” to leverage changes 

needed to slow the climate crisis.  

with the Rev. Emma Brewer-Wallin 
Minister of Environmental and 

Economic Justice for the 

Southern New England Conference, 

United Church of Christ 

via Zoom 

Meeting ID: 819 7139 7158 

Passcode: 516573 
 

Or use this link: 

https://sneucc-org.zoom.us/

j/81971397158?

pwd=TFhsNlBnNTdwbDh1djBzckcve

ll4QT09 

JOIN US FOR A VIRTUAL MEETING  

- SUNDAY, FEB 6 @ 1 PM 

Our Congregation Matters!  You Matter! 

Regardless of our size, ages or history, we can take steps that move toward a healthier and more sustainable 

future.   

Our congregation can inspire our local community to broader action.  Our members can motivate people through 

their networks.  There are plenty of things anybody can do just from a phone or laptop. 

The Green Congregation Challenge can help us move beyond what we have already done in the past several years 

and on to the next level of engagement. 

To view all four levels of the Green Congregation Challenge, visit www.sneucc.org/green-congregation-challenge 

You can also visit them on social media and share posts with your networks:   

Now is the time.  You can attend a no obligation informational meeting with us to learn more about this.  Get 

involved!  We’d love to have your energy and input - and support! 
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https://sneucc-org.zoom.us/j/81971397158?pwd=TFhsNlBnNTdwbDh1djBzckcvell4QT09
https://sneucc-org.zoom.us/j/81971397158?pwd=TFhsNlBnNTdwbDh1djBzckcvell4QT09
https://sneucc-org.zoom.us/j/81971397158?pwd=TFhsNlBnNTdwbDh1djBzckcvell4QT09
https://sneucc-org.zoom.us/j/81971397158?pwd=TFhsNlBnNTdwbDh1djBzckcvell4QT09
http://www.sneucc.org/green-congregation-challenge


Weekly on Sundays:   

Beginning February 13, Sunday morning services are again IN PERSON and 

Online after a short time online only.  Thank you for your patience. 

10 am - Worship with us online (see details on p3) 
10 am - Sunday School    

   (Online at 9:15 am for Feb 2 and then back in person on Feb 13.) 

Other Weekly Activities in the Meeting House 

3:30 pm - Sundays - SingOutCT Musica Collina (older group) * 

4-5 pm - Thursdays - SingOutCT Belltones* 

5:30 - 7 pm - Thursdays - SingOutCT Canzone di Collina* 

 

Other Weekly Activities in Wersebe Hall 

3:30 pm - Sundays - SingOutCT Musica Collina (older group)  

9:30 am - Mondays - Yoga for Mobility and Strength** 

9:30 am - AA 

10 am - Wednesdays - Gentle Flow Yoga** 

5 pm - Wednesdays - Tai Chi*** 

5 pm - Thursdays - Tai Chi*** 

10 am - Fridays - AA Meeting 

Noon Fridays - New Beginnings pot luck gathering in the hall  

* For SingOut information, contact Alecia Evans aleciaevans@aol.com 

** Descriptions at bottom of the page.  Preregistration is required for 

yoga -  Contact Julie Haesche at www.juliehaesche.com/  

*** For Tai Chi - Contact Jampa Stewart  

February 

African-American History Month 

Mon, Feb 14 - Valentines’ Day 

Mon, Feb 21 - Presidents’ Day 

Tue, Feb 15, 6:30 pm - Council meeting (likely virtual) 

Sun, Feb 27, 5-7 pm - Youth Group Meeting (tentative, contact Carrie) 

 

Feb Birthdays 

3...... Doug Urquhart 

9 .......Dimitri Willert 

12 .... .Tessa Johnson 

18 .... .Abby Gorra 

22…  .Judie Gorra 

………..Leslie Lintner 

…..……Sara Osborne 

24 .... ..Susan Loyd Turner 

28 ......Andrew Grinnell 

CALENDAR of ACTIVITIES and EVENTS for January and February 

 

Mar 2 - Ash Wednesday 

Mar 6 - 1st Sunday in Lent 

Mar 13 - 2nd Sunday in Lent 

Mar 20 - 3rd Sunday in Lent 

Mar 27 - 4the Sunday in Lent 

Apr 3 - 5th Sunday in Lent 

Apr 10 - Palm Sunday 

Apr 17 - EASTER 

Reach out and send these folks your well-wishes!  

And...please let us know if we missed anyone so 

that we may update our database!!   

ANNIVERSARIES - Feb  

Feb 14 -  Pam and Tom Osborne (41 years) 

Feb 28 - Jennifer and Doug Urquhart (24 years) 

Flowers 

Feb 6 In celebration of Estelle Bronson's long life and service to First Church and her 

community, given by the Bronson Family. 

Feb 13 In loving memory of Tom Kaczynski, Sr. and Karl and Teresa Esslinger, given by Karen and Jim Esslinger 

Feb 20  OPEN 

Feb 27  Given by David and Sarah Low for their grandpa, Rick Faubert 

Steeple Lighting     

All Sundays in February are open and available to sponsor:  2/6, 2/13, 2/20 and 2/27  

If you would like to sponsor either flowers or steeple lighting in January or into the future,  

please contact the church office by email:  admin@firstchurchwashingtonct.org or phone (860) 868-0569. 

Flowers  & Steeple Lighting              

Page 6 

http://www.juliehaesche.com/

