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Advent, A Season of Faith Practice

By the Rev. Cheryl Anderson, Pastor

“Let all mortal flesh keep silence/ practice for December, I have

And with fear and trembling stand/ been explalnlng that we won't
be focusing on one particular

Ponder nothing earthly minded/ For faith practice during Advent.
And then I realized that
observing Advent is itself a
God to earth descendeth/ Our full faith practice. Faithful Advent
homage to demand.” observance involves many of
the other faith practices that
we have been exploring. The

with blessing in His hand/ Christ our

(traditional French carol)

This year, we have been Christian season of Advent
focusing on a single faith practice bears little resemblance to the
each month. September was overloaded, pressure cooker,
“Keeping Sabbath;” October was non-stop cocktail .party- '
“Living Stewardship;” and Nutcracker-Messiah-Salvation-
November was “Hospitality.” Army bell- rin.ging-mall'jSanta-
When asked about the faith photo-op-barking-dogs-jingle-

Continued, page 2

Events with Calendar on CENTER PAGES (6 and 7)!!

Advent Meditations

Fifteen minutes prior to each Sunday
service in Advent, Patricia Nicholas-Gomes
will offer meditative music for quiet
reflection.

Please plan to come a little early and just sit. In
silence. Use the time to practice a little Sabbath in

the busi-ness of what has become a very commercial holiday. If you
don’t choose to come for the Advent Meditations, please be mindful of
others who have come for this and observe quiet in the sanctuary. Then,
of course, share time for fellowship and refreshment AFTER worship, in
Wersebe Hall.

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Dec 1 - 10 am Worship Svc with
Communion

Dec 2 - 7 pm Grace Fellowship
Dec 8 - 10 am Worship Svc*
Dec 9 - 7 pm Grace Fellowship
Dec 15 - 10 am Worship Svc
Dec 16- 7 pm Grace Fellowship

Dec 22 - 10 am Worship Svc*
Dec 23 - 7 pm Grace Fellowship

Dec 24 -5:30 pm Lessons & Carols
10 pm Lessons & Carols
(Candlelight)

Dec 29 - 10:00 am - Worship Svc
and Carol Sing

Dec 23 - 7 pm Grace Fellowship

*Sunday School and Child Care
Available
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From the Pastor (continued from page 1)

bells-retail-extravaganza that
America calls the “Christmas
Season.” In fact, it couldn’t be
much farther from it. The
words to the traditional
French carol above, about
keeping silent and waiting
describes Advent observance.

Advent is a time of preparation
for the coming of the Kingdom of
God, not the coming of Santa. It is
intended to be a time when we ask
ourselves: “If Jesus were to really
return this year, would we greet
him with joy and wonder like the
shepherds did, or would we send
assassins like Herod did?” Advent
is an introspective time; a time for
assessing our progress on life’s
journey; and a time to reorder our
priorities for the coming year. It is
a time to slow down rather than
speed up.

The Christmas “season” is
actually celebrated in the Christian
calendar for twelve days: from
Christmas through Epiphany.
During the Christmas season, |
love listening to WJMJ radio.
They play Christmas carols for

Advent in 2 Minutes

twelve days straight.

I know that it would be
unrealistic of me to suggest that any
of us attempt to pull the plug on all
the social obligations and special
events of this time of year. But in
the interest of promoting Advent
observance; the church will be
offering a number of different
opportunities for moments of
Advent silence this month — for
peace and pondering in the midst of
the clamor:

Each Sunday during Advent,
starting on December 1%, our new
organist, Pat, will be offering fifteen
minutes of meditative music before
worship for quiet reflection.

Anne-Marie and I will be
continuing the Grace Fellowship
group meditation and discussion on
Mondays at 7:00pm. All are
welcome to come experience some
guided and silent meditations.

We are offering a Wednesday
morning Bible Study on Handel’s
Messiah- learning about the Old
Testament prophetic texts and
Handel’s musical settings. The four

-session study will begin the day
before Thanksgiving and continue
through the Wednesday before
Christmas. We will meet at 10:30
am and all are welcome. There are
books available for purchase or loan.

In cooperation with our New
Beginnings ministry, Anne-Marie
and [ will be leading a special
“Christmas Service of Comfort and
Peace” on Sunday evening,
December 22™, for anyone
struggling to find joy and peace this
season. It will be a quieter,
candlelight service, followed by
refreshments in the Parish House.

I hope you can set aside some
“Sabbath” time in this busy season
to experience the refreshment and
renewal of the Advent season. Join
us. Grace and Peace to all.

Not quite sure about the relationship between Advent and Christmas? Check out
Busted Halo's two-minute video that describes why we celebrate Advent and wait to

celebrate Christmas. Got to our website:

Www.FirstChurchWashingtonCT.org and

click on the Advent in 2 Minutes link on the home page.

Stewardship Campaign - Progressing Nicely

Thank you to all those church members and friends who have sent in their
\\ pledge forms and made gifts. Your quick response to our appeal was most

appreciated.

For those who have not sent in yvour forms or gifts, please do so at your

Drive
(4

Phil Farmer, Stewardship Chair

earliest convenience before the holiday rush. Your generosity will allow us to
continue our worship, youth and mission programs.

|
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fMleet Our Staff

Rev. Cheryl Anderson, Pastor
Beth Lovallo, Sunday School Teacher

Patricia Nicholas-Gomes, Organist/ Choir
Director

Karen Esslinger, Admin. Assistant
Al Trowbridge, Sexton
Ministers: All the Members

Pastor Cheryl works Sundays through
Thursdays. Daily schedule varies
based on congregational needs.

It is best to call for an appointment.

Church Office Hours

Karen -
Mon and Wed, 1 pm—5:30 pm
Tues and Thurs, 9 am—2 pm
Susan J -
Mon, Wed, and Fri, 1 pm—5:30 pm
(860) 868-0569 or congreg.church@snet.net

Susan will be out of office Nov 9 thru Dec 2

The Council’s Corner

Council Members
Cheryl P. Anderson, Pastor 860-868-0569, ext 11
Michael Gorra, Moderator, 860-868-7852

Phil Farmer, Vice-Moderator/ Stewardship,
860-868-7177

Susan Jahnke, Treasurer, 860-868-7785

Henrietta Small and Peter Armstrong, Co-Clerks,
860-868-7672

OPEN, Christian Ed
Dave Werkhoven, Trustees, 860-868-0054
Wayne Hileman, Deacons, 860-868-7235

John Turner and Annie Baur, Missions,
(JT) 860-868-0868; (AB) 860-799-6308

Trish Grinnell, Music & Drama, (TG) 860-799-0190
John Geoghan, Finance, 860-868-6764

The next deadline for Judea Journal
news, articles or other information is
January 15

Call to Congregational Meeting

Sunday, January 12 at 11:00 AM

in Wersebe Hall,
immediately following worship.

Agenda:

Woodruff House Update

More Members Initiative Update
Green Fair 2014

Open and Affirming Update
Access Health CT Update

NS otk =

Approval of Minutes from Sept 29 Quarterly Meeting

Committee reports to include Housing Report

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

See you there!

Hevwietto Small and Peter Armstrong,
Co-Clerks
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Missions and Outreach

Friends and helpers:

Sorry we had to cancel the Missions meeting on November 24. We will announce a new date for that over
the coming weeks. Rather than add something more to the December schedule, we will plan this meeting for
a date after the new year.

Meanwhile, please consider including the charities we serve in your holiday giving plans. Can you think
of a better way to honor the one whose birthday we celebrate this season?

If you have any questions or ideas for and about our missions program, contact us:
- John (860-868-0868) and Annie (860-799-6308) ;

The Giving Tree Gifts Are Due Back!

On Sunday, December 1, please bring your tags and the associated gifts to
worship to be blessed as part of our offering that day. All gifts must be returned
to the office no later than Thursday, December 5, so they can be consolidated and
transported to the Salvation Army in Waterbury.

Remember, these toys are made available to qualifying families at a fraction of
the cost so they can select and wrap toys to give to their children on Christmas.
Because of this, toys should not be wrapped but may be presented in a gift bag.
Gift wrap is also welcome!

Disaster Relief

The United Church of Christ has issued an appeal for $250,000 for response to Typhoon Haiyan,
which left a tragic trail of death and destruction when it passed over the Philippines on Friday. News
outlets report that officials fear that as many as 10,000 people may have died. Hundreds of thousands
have been displaced.

Early reports indicate that the weakened storm has caused much less damage in China and Vietnam,
but UCC disaster response officials are monitoring the situation there.

While One Great Hour of Sharing funds have already started to flow to our partners in the United
Church of Christ in the Philippines and the ACT Alliance, we know from our all-too-recent experience
that recovery will take both a long time and a lot of resources. In the UCC, we provide support as we can
for those who respond early, and we remain for the long haul.

Heres how you can help:

1. Pray for the people and communities impacted by catastrophic weather and all those who serve as
first responder emergency personnel.

2. Make a gift payable to First Congregational Church with a memo Typhoon Haiyan. We will send all
gifts onto the Connecticut Conference, UCC.

Food Donations: Moving into the cold months, the reality is that many people need to choose
between food, heat and electricity. Please make a special effort to contribute to our shopping
8 cart this month!

| The need for food to help people fill in the gaps in their month, where income or other assis-
tance is just not making ends meet, is ongoing. Please consider making a regular donation
to our basket by including the FOOD BANK in your weekly grocery list!
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Christian Education - All Church Topic for December is, of course, Advent!

Youth Group

The Youth Group unanimously decided to throw another holiday party for
the children at the Winchester Emergency (homeless) Shelter in Winsted agaln <Lr|§+qu P q
this year. It will be on Sunday, December 15th. Like we did last year, we will
leave the church about 2:00 in the afternoon to drive up there and set up. The
group will decorate and provide refreshments. There will also be crafts and a %
pinata, and most likely music! The men’s group that brought gifts and ,\94’3;’

Ao M \
supervised parents’ activities with selecting and wrapping gifts will also join us. > ﬁ /

There will be NO YOUTH GROUP MEETING this month.

Sunday School

The Advent season kicks off with the annual Advent wreath-making workshop with Pastor
Cheryl. We already have over a dozen families of children and youth signed up. If you
did not sign up but are still interested, come anyway! Everyone will begin in the Meeting
House and then the young people will leave with Pastor Cheryl
after the baptism of Diana Elaine Klemm.

During Time for Children and Youth each Sunday in Advent,
_as is our tradition, the Christmas story will be told a little at a
Advent Wreath  time as the various characters make their way to the manger. In
WORKSHOP  Sunday School for the remainder of the service time, they will
explore the topics of Advent in a variety of activities and will
rehearse their parts in the musical presentation of “Silent Mice, Holy Mice”
scheduled for Sunday, December 15.

Also, please let Beth Lovallo, our Sunday School Teacher, know if your child will be at the 5:30 pm
Christmas Eve service and sign them up to be in the pageant that evening.

Adult Book Study

This month, the Thursday evening group will continue with their reading and discussion of Meeting
Jesus Again for the First Time, by Marcus Borg. Join us for some great discussion!

The Wednesday morning group has begun a new study of Hallelujah, The Bible and Handel’s
Messiah by Carol M. Bechtel. This group meets at 10:30 am and there’s always room for 1 more!

Contact Pastor Cheryl if you would like to join us—or just stop in.

Grace Fellowship at First Congregational Church

A' v Join us weekly for our 7:00 Monday evening spiritual practice in the
Parish Hall. Grace Fellowship meets every Monday night at 7:00 PM in the
_ church parlor. We are a gathering of people who are trying to make conscious
““  contact with God through mediation, reflection, discussion and laughter. Grace
e vouks 5 D 1clet 1 e Fellowship is a great way to become connected with the spiritual side of the
A i church and with others who are in transition in life. Come join us! If you have
any questions please email Anne-Marie Davenport at amedavenport@yahoo.com.
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Happenings

Men’s Breakfast is on Saturday, December 7 at 7 am in Wersebe Hall. All men are welcome!

Comfort and Peace Christmas Service

Feeling sad and lonely this holiday season? Or maybe a little blue? Perhaps this year it is not the
season of joy and something feels just "not quite right" or "the way it used to be".

Come join the First Congregational Church in Washington on Sunday, December 22nd at 6:00 PM as we
gather together in a service of comfort and peace during this Christmas Season. Refreshments and
fellowship to follow the service in the church hall.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 Su.nday, December 15 - Come to he:::ur the
children and youth of our congregation
5:30 pm present this musical that tells the story of
&S CANDLELIGHT SERVICE how the world's most beloved Christmas
carol, Silent Night, came to be written. Filled
with humor and fun, this unforgettable
Christmas tale is shared through the antics
of some very wise mice and a lazy church cat
named Sebastian.

AT 10:00 pm

SAVE THE DATES—Coming in 2014!

Sunday, January 12, 2014 at 6:00 PM - “Two Sopranos” A vocal recital
featuring Patricia Nicholas-Gomes and Elizabeth Kelsay.

Friday, February 8 at 7 PM - Cabin Fever Country Dance here in Wersebe Hall!

December Birthdays THIS -'_‘:\_‘T— MONTH'S December Birthdays

1 ... Steven Cornell bl rt h d CI YS 13 ... Sharon Yorzinski

2 s Sarah Bronson 21...... Pastor Cheryl

o Please let us know if we missed
6 ... John Minnis 29...... Beth Lovallo, Gregory Kraft
anyone so that we may update our
31 ... Colin Loyd

database!!
8 ....... laslyn Lewis Contact Karen at (860) 868-0569.

7 ... Susan Elliott, Ferris Gorra
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December 2013

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
ADVENT 1 7PM- Grace | 9:30 AM- AA 10:30 AM - Adult | 7:00 PM - Adult | 10:00 AM - AA 7 AM-Men’s
10 AM - Worship Svc Fellowship Book Study Book Study 6:00 PM - NB Pot Breakfast
and avent 11 AM - 6:30 PM-NB _ Luck Supper \5
wreath-maxking Bereavement |  Divorce Support | 6:30 PM - ASAP )
workshop for Support Community MEN'@
children/youth with Group Project S
Pastor Cheryl
11 AM - Coffee Hour
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
ADVENT 2 7PM- Grace | 9:30AM- AA | 10:30 AM - Adult | 6:30 PM - 10:00 AM - AA
8:30 AM - Choir Fellowship | 12:15 PM- Book Study Council Mtg
10 AM - Worship Sve | 11 AM - Rotary Club
w/ Communion Bereavement | 6:30 PM-NB 6:30 PM - ASAP | 7:00 PM - Adult | 6:00 PM - NB
and Sunday School Support Divorce Support | Community Book Study Pot Luck
Group Project
11 AM - Coffee Hour
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
ADVENT 3 11 AM - 9:30 AM - AA 10:30 AM - Adult | Noon - LSA 10:00 AM - AA
10 AM - Worship Sve Bereavement Book Study Clergy Lunch
w/ “Silent Mice, Support
o Gro 6:30 PM-NB _ _
Holy Mice” - a up Divorce Support | 6:30 PM - ASAP | 7:00 PM - Adult | 5.00 pp - NB
children/youth 7 PM - Grace Community Book Study Pot Luck
musical presentation] Fellowship Project
11 AM- Coffee Hour
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
ADVENT 4 7PM- Grace [ 9:30 AM-AA 10:00 AM - AA
10 AM - Worship Svc Fellowship 6:00 PM - NB
w/ Sunday School Lessons & Carols Pot Luck
11 AM - Coffee Hour 5:30 and 10 PM
6 PM - Service of
“Comfort & Peace”
29 30 31 January 1
10 AM - Worship Sve | 7 PM - Grace | 9:30 AM - AA New Year's Day On New Years’ Day,
I Carol Sing Fellowship the New Baroque Soloists with Doug
11 AM - Coffee Hour 6:30 PM-NB 4:00 PM - Concertll Meyers, Artistic Director, and sponsored by

Divorce Support

Washington
Friends of
Music

the Washington Friends of the New
Baroque Soloists, will be having another
New Years’ Day concert at
4 PM in the Meeting House,
followed by a reception in Wersebe Hall.

December 2013

To access an online calendar, visit Www.FirstChurchWashingtonCT.org
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Worship Support Ministry

DEACONS OF THE MONTH: JUDIE GORRA AND TERRI TIBBATTS (NOV)
WAYNE HILEMAN AND DAN LOVALLO (DEC)
USHERS & WORSHIP WELCOME CHILD SUNDAY COFFEE
DATE s
GREETERS ASSISTANT ANNOUNC’M’TS CARE SCHOOL HouURr
Karen and Jim .
DEC 1 Esslinger Wayne Dan Lovallo Shirley Beth John Minnis
Hileman Downs Lovallo
Al Trowbridge, Cara and
DEC 8 . i
John Linter, HHuelﬁgs Wayne Hileman IS)TS(;E LE\(/E;RO the Lewis
COMMUNION TBD g Girls
DEC 15? John Minnis and N/A Susan Loyd- Shirley Beth OPEN
CHILDREN'S Dan Lovallo Turner Downs  Lovallo
PRESENTATION
DEC 22 Cara Mmh?lSk]. RIS Linda Frank  Ellen Willert S el OPEN
the Lewis Girls Downs Lovallo
Liddy Adams,
Sheila Anson, Scott
DEC 24 (5:30) Tilden, Ben N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
LESSONS & CAROLS Grinnell, John and
Susan Loyd-Turner
DEC 24 qorw | Judie Gorraand ¢ oy o N/A N/A N/A N/A
CANDLELIGHT SVC Al Trowbridge
DEC 29 Al Trowbridgeand  Caraand o pieman N/A N/A OPEN
CAROL SING MariLyn Roze Emma Lewis
Conrad Weeks,
JAN S E :
o || RIS SERES e e G ey B OPEN
COMMUNION MariLyn Roze, Downs  Lovallo
John Lintner
Peter Armstrong  Michelle and ) Shirley Beth
JAN 12 and Ben Grinnell  Abby Gorra Wayne Hileman Downs  Lovallo
John Geoghan and Rev. Cheryl . Shirley Beth
JAN 19 Sue Elliott Anderson AllEm Wilert Downs Lovallo
Susan Loyd Turner Susan Loyd Shirley Beth
JAN 26 and Terri Tibbatts John Turner Turner Downs Lovallo
Hospitality
¢ The Communion server marked with an asterisk is assigned to bring the bread. Eﬁ'ﬁ; Mmlstry

If you are scheduled and cannot do it for some reason, please make arrangements &=
for a replacement and then notify Karen in the church office.

Coffee Hour Hosts are needed for dates marked “OPEN”, Call the office (860) 868-0569.
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New Website! 3 )

A Little Story of Christmas:

Each Christmas, a family celebrated by holding a birthday
party for Jesus. To remind themselves of Jesus’ presence,
they placed a chair of honor for him at their dinner table.

Check out our new website that
went live Thanksgiving week!

The highlight of the party was singing “Happy Birthday”
to Jesus and then blowing out the candles on a special cake.
One Christmas, a visitor asked the family’s 5-year-old
daughter, “Did you get everything you wanted for

This promises to be a much more
dynamic site with all current
information available there plus
more to come, including photo

S »”
galleries, a “Prayer Chain” and Christmas?
Ore. The girl paused and then answered, “No! It’s not my
birthday!”

Advent Candle Lighting

On each Sunday during Advent, one of our families begins the service by lighting the Advent wreath
candle for that week and reading a special liturgy. The following families will participate in that
devotional this month.

December 1 - The Klemm Family December 15 - OPEN
December 8 - OPEN December 22 - OPEN
December 24 - OPEN

Please contact the church office or Pastor Cheryl if your family would like to participate on
either of the open Sundays.

Flowers and Steeple Lighting Memorials
Flowers - See Christmas Memorials (Page 11) to honor a person or intention
Steeple Lighting (week of...)

Dec 1 - In loving memory of Howard and Margery Bronson, Clinton and Helen Swan, Helen
Swan Coughlin, Frances Swan Mygatt, Clarence and Marion Bronson, Margaret Bronson
Taylor, Helen Bronson Brooks, given by the Bronson Family.

Dec 8 - In loving memory of Howard and Margery Bronson, Clinton and Helen Swan, Helen
Swan Coughlin, Frances Swan Mygatt, Clarence and Marion Bronson, Margaret Bronson
Taylor, Helen Bronson Brooks, given by the Bronson Family.

Dec 15 - OPEN
Dec 22 - Given by Ed and Beth Collum Kosco in loving memory of her father, Rex E. Collum

- Given by Susan J. McMaster and David G. McMaster in loving memory of Jean and
Claude (Mac) McMaster, Marian Hickox Fowler, and Emelyn Colton Hickox.

- Given by Debbie Swigart and Family in loving memory of Elizabeth Graham
Dec 29 - Toppy, Reese & Vi in loving memory of Hon. Walter M. (Jed) Pickett, Jr.

Flowers (during the year) are $65 per week. Steeple Lighting is $25 per week.

If you have a particular date or dates you wish to sponsor flowers or steeple lighting, please contact
Karen in the church office to check availability. Call (860) 868-0569.
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Christmas Memorials

It is the tradition of our Church to collect memorial contributions to decorate the Meeting House in
celebration of the Advent and Christmas season.

In what has become another Christmas tradition of generosity, we are again offering alternative
memorial options that will provide food and/or shelter to our neighbors in need in Washington and
beyond.

The contributions given for food will be combined with donations from others in town to help fill many
of the holiday baskets assembled by community volunteers. Wrapped boxes representing this food will
again decorate the platform at the front of the church, along with any poinsettias requested. The new
gifts of shelter are symbolic of the shelter given for the birth of the Christ child and will be donated to
the Winsted YMCA homeless shelter.

In order to meet the Town Hall’s deadline for donations to be included in Christmas food baskets, all
contributions must be received in the office by December 8.

To remember your loved ones, please indicate the item you wish as a memorial and the text in the
space provided. Return, with payment, to the church office.

Pointsettia $ 20 -
Lg Wreath $ 30

Sm Wreath $ 15

Full Food Gift Box $ 50

1/2 Food Gift Box $ 25

Grocery Gift Bag $ 15

Night(s) of Shelter $ 10 each

Please print my information as follows:
O In Memory of ... OR O In Honor of ...

Given by
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We invite you, your family and friends
to join us in celebrating this holiday season!

The Spirituals
A Haitian  -American choral group performing a concert of
old inspirational music with a new twist.

Saturday, November 30 4:30 PM
Tickets: $20 Call church for details.

Join us for  Advent Meditations
The first four Sundays in December at 9:45 AM

15 minutes of contemplative time with special music
befOre the regular worship service at 10 AM.

Silent Mice, Holy Mice (Presentation by Children and Youth)
Sunday, December 15 at 10:00 AM

Comfort and Peace Christmas Service
For those who feel it is not the season of joy, that something
Gather with us for a service of comfort and peace.

Sunday, December 22 at 6:30 PM

Christmas Eve Services - Tuesday, December 24

Lessons & Carols for All Ages at 5:30 PM
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 10:00 PM

Sunday, Dec 30th 10:00 AM Christmas Carol Sing

Save the Dates!! Coming in 2014!

“Two Sopranos” A vocal recital
featuring Patricia Nicholas -Gomes and Elizabeth Kelsay.

Sunday, January 12, 2014 at 6:00 PM

“Cabin Fever” Community Dance
Friday, February 7, 2014, from 7 to 9 PM in Wersebe Hall.

Dance caller Patricia Campbell will again lead the fun, with music by Friso Hermans & Friends.

First Congregational Church, UCC
6 Kirby Road, Washington, CT

For more information: 868 -0569 , Congreg.Church@snet.net

www.FirstChurchWashingtonCT.org
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The First Congregational Church
of Washington, Connecticut

6 Kirby Road
P.O. Box 1285

Phone: 860-868-0569

E-mail: congreg.church@snet.net
Website: www.uccwebsites.net/
firstcongwashingtonct.html

POSTMASTER: ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
t DATED MATERIAL—PLEASE EXPEDITE DELIVERY
o our Chuvch

Whoever you are, and wherever you are on your life’s journey, you are welcome.

God’s Heart Toward Us

Bryon and Ruthie were unemployed one December. Wanting their seven children to have gifts
to open on Christmas morning, they took $20 and shopped diligently at the thrift store, finding
seven small items to place under a tiny tree they’d found in a field. Feeling desperate about all
their other needs and guilty for praying for presents, the couple asked God to bless their kids.

On Christmas Eve, a couple they barely knew, friends of friends from church, called and
asked to stop by. They pulled up in a 15-passenger van and asked if Bryon and Ruthie’s kids
could help carry in “a couple of things.” In fact, the rear seats had been removed and the vehicle
was filled with packages and groceries. The next morning, the family unwrapped goodies both
practical and fun.

“We felt as if the Lord was saying, “This is my heart toward you. I want to bless you,” Bryon
writes. “It is the Lord’s heart to bless his children.”

—Adapted from Miracles: 32 True Stories,
Joanie Hileman



