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Guyton Christian Church 

August 2020 Newsletter 
http://www.GuytonChristianChurch.org 

The Eyes Have It 
 

 When I look out over the sanctuary on Sunday mornings, it feels a bit alien to see everyone wearing 
masks. But, surprisingly, I can recognize faces. I can still tell who smiles and who frowns, who thinks the  
pre-packaged Communion was a little sour, who thinks that last statement was right or wrong, funny or 
puzzling.  Our eyes are very expressive. 
 

 I would have sworn the Bible says, “The eyes are the window to the soul.” The original saying, “The 
eyes are the mirror to the soul,” appeared in English in 1596 in “The Regiment of Life”, a medical textbook 
translated from French by lawyer and pediatrician Thomas Phayre. The Bible doesn’t say it  —  but it comes 
close. 
 

 In Luke 11:34 Jesus said, “The eye is the lamp of your body; when your eye is clear, your whole body 
also is full of light; but when it is bad, your body also is full of darkness.” In Matthew adds at 6:23, “If then 
the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!” 
 

 The old saying implies that we can see the soul by looking at the eyes, just as I can see your smile 
over the mask. But Jesus is talking about the light that comes in through your eyes. In other words, can you 
see the truth of the Gospel? If so, your whole body, your whole life, will be enlightened. 
 

 Our lives are shaped by what we observe and understand. Paul knew this when he said, “Whatever 
is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable -- if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.” (Philippians 4:8) Or, as the old computer 
programmers might say, “Garbage in, garbage out!” 
 

 We are bombarded with bad information and mean-spirited commentary. It’s easy to get drawn  
into the drama of a debate, even when more drama is the last thing we need. On the other hand, there is 
good news out there, too, especially the Good News about Jesus Christ and the love of God!  
 

 I can’t see your soul or read your minds by looking through your eyes – but you can express to     
others with your eyes, your face, your words and your actions. If your eye is clear – if you dwell on the 
Good News and teachings of Jesus – then the light that illuminates you will light the way for others as well.  
 

 “A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil 
things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.” (Luke 6:45) 
When I find myself negative, critical, argumentative, or depressed, I consider where my mind has been, 
what I’ve been reading, viewing and listening to. Then I turn off the news and open my Bible, or I log off  
Facebook and call a friend.  
 

 Christ has the power to change us, and we have the power to change the world. Let’s open our 
eyes. Let’s dwell on good things and let His light shine through those windows. 
 
God bless, 
 

 

Pastor Joel 
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All of our Military 
at home & abroad, our  

medical personnel ,  
first responders & all of those 

who protect us. 
Our Heroes! Thank you! 

 
James Breeletick 

Kyle Flowers 
Becky Freeman 
Charlie  Harris 
William Hintz 

Jerimiah Inman 
Rebecca Inman 
Victoria Inman 
Ian McQuiston 

Tom McQuiston 
Ozzy Morales 
Haley Pope 
Ryan Ronk 

Benjamin Rud 
Ashley Rutherford 

Medie Still IV 
Kimberly & Blaine Geiger 

 

 
 
 

Ministries of GCC 
Disciples Men 

Eula Powers Ladies Circle 
Family Promise 

The Fillin’ Station 
GAP Wheelchair Ramps 

Gospel Jam 
My Father’s House 

Samaritan Fund 
 
 
 
 

Health & Wellbeing 
Lynne Allen 

Michael Thomas Alley 
Becky Archer 

Renee Arnsdorff 
Wendell Arnsdorff 
Maria Assanowich 

Tandi Austin 
Miriam Babb 
Linda Barner 
Tyler Barnes 

Roger Beckman 
Sandy Beckman 

Al Beiner 
Alvin Berry 

Geneva Boyles 
Leonard Boyles 

Linda Clark 
Suzanne Collier 
Delma Cowart 

Ed Cox 
Jeff Cox 

Nell Crapps 
Gayle Dasher 

 
 
 

Health & Wellbeing Continued 

Carolyn Dixon 
Greg Durrence 

Audry Edwards, Sr. 
Doris Jane Edwards 
Family of John Farell 
John David Fulcher 

Erin Godwin 
Bill Griffin 

Mike Kessler 
Annette Lamb 
Becky Martin 
Angie Moore 

Mark New 
Chris Orrico 

Shirley Palmer 
Tom Parker 
Angie Pevey 

Denise Pevey 
Rachel Pevey 
Arden Reiser 
Jack Reiser 
Amy Rippey 

Joel Rud 
Sheila Saxon 

Carolyn Seckinger 
Joe Secich 
Kurt Smith 

Glenda Stone 
Don Thomassen 

Bryan Thompson 
Charles Usher 

Eddie Wilkerson 
Irene Wood 

Eugenia Zipperer 
Jim Zipperer 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Bereavement 

Families of 

Randy Dobson 
Monroe Epting 

Fred Griffin 
Reed Pevey 

 

We pray that  
everyone is safe and 
well these days. If 
you need help or  
assistance during this 
time, please contact 
the office or 
Pastor Joel. 

For God so loved the world  
that He gave … 
 
Giving is an act of love. We give because God 
first loved us. He freely offers us salvation. Your  
donation to Guyton Christian Church helps us 
continue our outreach to our community. 
 
Online: 
https://tinyurl.com/GuytonCC 
 
 
 
Mail: 
Guyton Christian Church 
P. O. Box 5 
Guyton, GA 31312 

 

Thank you! 

Pastor’s Cabinet Meeting 
Monday, August 3, 2020 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Christian Center (Please RSVP) AND Via 

ZOOM. Watch your email for the link and 

password. 



 

Guyton Christian Church (DOC), August 2020, Page 3  www.GuytonChristianChurch.org 

Disciples Men 
 

Mon., August 17th 
 
 
 

7p, The Pavilion /  
Christian Center 

 
 
 
 

Host/Devo:  
Jim Swann 

 

 
Eula Powers Circle 

Thurs., August 20th @ 7p 
Location & Hostess:  TBA 

 
Fellowship meeting this month. 

 

 
 

           Loose Threads 
Tues. August 11th 

6:30pm 
Christian Center 

Prayer Meeting 

Meet at the Pavilion 
(Behind Christian Center) 

 

Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

Please wear masks and 
maintain social distancing.  

 

Guyton Christian Church 

Hosted week of July 5th—Thanks to all 

who helped prepare meals and serve! 

 

Our next time to host is October 11th. 

Catch Pastor Joel’s 

Bible Study 

Tuesdays @ 5p 
https://facebook.com/guytoncc 

 

Celebration of Life 

Monroe Epting 
After a long illness, Monroe Epting passed away 
during the month of July to join his pre-deceased 
wife, Lurene Epting. Mr. Epting had been a  
resident of Pulaski Rehabilitative Care Center for 
several years.  
 

Leo Fred Griffin, III 
The home-going service for member Fred Griffin 
was held Saturday, July 18 in a private service 
held at Strickland and Sons Funeral Home,  
Springfield. Graveside services followed in Guyton 
Cemetery. Our deepest sympathies are extended 
to his wife Claudette, daughter Jennifer and son 
Craig, as well as to all his family and friends.  
 

Ernest LuReed Pevey 
The Lord has taken Reed home to be with Him. 
Graveside services will be held at 10:00 a.m., 
Tuesday, August 4, 2020, at Guyton Cemetery. 
 
 
 
Please continue to keep each of these families in 
your thoughts and prayers during this difficult 
time.  

 
 

We’re 
Back! 
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1 Kaytie Summerour 
2 Beverly Bodnar 
4 Jennifer Reiser 
5 Stuart Jennings 
8 Angie MacKay 
11 Frank Carter 
11 Molly Moore 
12 Vivian Alley 
16 Wesley Dawson  

August 
Birthdays 
 

August 
Anniversaries 

 
 

The Fillin’ Station 
Community Food Pantry 

 
We are OPEN!  Drive-thru only... 
 We are continuing to take donations of non-
perishable items. Please drop off in Mission Central 
in the Christian Center. 
 
 

Save your plastic grocery bags, also! 
 
 

August’s Collection Item:  
Rice & Hamburger Helper 
 
 

 
 
 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
10 a.m. until 1 p.m.—Drive thru ONLY 
1290 Ga Hwy 119 South, Springfield 
 

Volunteers are always needed! 

7 Lamar & Sheri Hall 
9 Joel & Nancy Tucker 
11 Teri & Elisa Massey 

16 Jack Malcom 
16 Geraldine Reese 
18 Abigail Burnsed 
24 Zachary Antee 
24 Theresa Pevey 
25 Kayla Ronk 
28 Shaw Wilkerson 

SABBATH 
 @ 

  

    

 
Special Online Service 

Broadcast each Sunday @ 10a 
 

This worship service is tailored for 
autistic individuals—however, all are 
welcome!  For information, please 
contact Vicki W.  

Stay safe! 
 
 
 
 
 

* Wear your mask in public  
* Maintain safe distance 
* Wash your hands! 

Volunteers needed 
 

The Fillin’ Station! 
10a-1p 
 
 

Contact Bobbie if you can help! 

Collections 
 

We still collect can tabs for Guyton  
Elementary School, and expired batteries 
(wrap ends with masking tape) and the curly 
florescent light bulbs for appropriate  
disposal. Collection boxes are in the Christian 
Center in Mission Central! 
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Servants in Ministry — Communion — August 
—Tentative— 

Date Elders Diaconate / Greeters Acolyte 

Aug 2 
Shannon Thompson 

Michael Moore 
Nancy Summerour 

Jim Swann 
Christian Petersen 

Aug 9 
Vicki Wilkerson 
Michael Smith 

Joyce Ann Tuten 
Shaw Wilkerson 

TBD 

Aug 16 
Ginny Clary 
Medie Still 

Sheri Hall 
Sandra Kelley 

TBD 

Aug 23 
Mary Grace Fisher 

Chad Zittrouer 
David Proctor 
Ray Zittrouer 

TBD 

Aug 30 
Claudette Griffin 
Marshall Reiser 

Bill Exley 
Kelly Long 

Edward Hall 

Children Worship & Wonder — Stories for August 

Date Storyteller 
(tentative) 

Story 

Aug 2 Becky 
Listening to one of  

God’s Stories: The Light 

Aug 9 Leana The Good Shepherd 

Aug 16 Sandra 
The Good Shepherd and 

The Lost Sheep 

Aug 23 Jennifer Creation 

Aug 30 Becky Abram & Sarai 

 

Calling ALL Older Youth! 

The CYF group is having a cookout Saturday, August 1 at 

6:30 p.m. at The Rock. Please bring a side dish and let Chris 

know you are coming and what you are bringing. Lots of 

fun, socially distanced games and more. Come join us! 

Saturday, August 1 
6:30p 

The Rock 
 

In case of rain, the cook-out will be cancelled. 
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Rev. Joel Tucker, Senior Pastor 
Email: pastorjoeltucker@me.com; Cell: (561) 252-0493 

Youth Coordinator: Chris Walz; Email: christopherwalz88@gmail.com; (912) 429-8922 

Office hours: Sun 12:30-5:30; Tues 10-2; Wed 1-5:30; Thurs 2-6; Fri 2-6; Sat 2-6 

Admin. Assistant: Becky Malcom; Office Hours —Mon-Thu, 9am-Noon 
Email: gcchurch@planters.net          Office: (912) 772-3478 
Mail: P. O. Box 5, Guyton         The Rock: (912) 772-8415 
Fax: (912) 772-4206         Christian Center: (912) 772-8843 
           Sanctuary: (912) 772-3478 

Church offices located at 306 Central Boulevard, Guyton. 
Web: http://www.GuytonChristianChurch.org 

Mailing address: P. O. Box 5, Guyton, GA 31312 

Virtually Youth 
We love our youth! 

 

Catch the Wednesday Chat online with  
Chris beginning at 6 p.m. 

Pastor’s Bible 
Study 

 

 

 

 

Facebook.com/
GuytonCC 

 

Tuesdays @ 5p 

Facebook 
Bible Study  

Tuesdays @ 5p 

New contact  
information?  
 
Please let the office know so we can keep 
you in the loop with our communications. 
 

New address? 
New phone number? 
New email address? 

Steward our future church 

For clarifying our thoughts and helping us to reset priorities, 
there’s nothing like a crisis—whether it’s a job layoff, a death in 
the family, social upheaval or a health emergency. 
 
With Covid-19 we’ve witnessed plenty of all of these, and more. 
Despite our natural resistance to change, we’re learning new 
ways to live. As a disciple of Christ, what thoughts have clarified 
for you? As a follower of Jesus, what personal priorities have you 
reset? 
     
The questions arise because you are the church, we are the 
church together and stewards of the church. We will pray the 
Holy Spirit will guide us to a “new normal” of holy living as both 
disciples and community that will be different-and better-than 
what we’ve known.   
 
What might that look like? Here are some questions to pray over 
and discuss: 
 

• When your church suspended in-person worship, what ways 
did you find to stay connected to God? To one another? 
What did this teach you about holy living? About  being 
church together? 

• Covid-19 forced us to “be church” without buildings. What 
has this revealed about the nature of community? About the 
value of buildings? As we go back into our buildings, how can 
things be different? Why must they be? 

• In light of what we’ve learned, what values, ideas, traditions, 
habits should we let go of? Which should we keep? What 
really matters? And why? 

• How can your insights, strengths and gifts help to shape the 
future of your life as a disciple and follower of Jesus? Of your 
congregation? What can you give to the future church in 
time, talent and treasure? 

 
Covid-19’s crises are still teaching us. As stewards of God’s 
church, we can renew and restructure our church to fulfill God’s 
mission. With God’s guidance, we will. 
 
 
 
 

Rob Blezard 
www.stewardshipoflife.org 
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Take a moment! 

Thank God for your blessings... 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need fillers! 

Children’s Mission Project 
 

The Education Committee, on behalf of the children and youth of our congregation, are 
promoting an on-going project to benefit children of Effingham County who are in need. 
We are collecting items that would be important to someone who has been relocated for 
various reasons. 
 
Can you donate a “wow” item? Maybe a 
sports ball, a toy robot, truck, or a cute doll, 
or stuffed animal? 
 
Or maybe several packages of small  
package crayons and a few coloring books? 
 
Or maybe some small items of 
hygiene products? 
 
Any donations are appreciated. There is a 
collection bin in the Christian Center.  
 
Thank you! 

 
Musicians, Singers & Everybody Else! 

Join our Ole Time 
 

Gospel 
JAM 

 
 
 

Live at 6p Sundays! 
@ The Depot 

109 Lynn Bonds Ave., Guyton 
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Number 3 

 
 Just this past Sunday, we held another wonderful Sabbath @ My Father’s House virtual  
service.  It was my privilege to be part of this service as the reader of the Story, an element of the 
Sabbath service that we adapted from the Children’s Worship & Wonder.  The story was “The Ten 
Best Ways to Live” -a simple and creative way to introduce the 10 Commandments.  It reminded me 
of the very first lesson I ever taught to our teens when I first started working here at Guyton  
Christian Church. 
 Did you know there’s a commandment in the Ten that most people get wrong?  It’s the third 
commandment, the one about God’s name: “Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in 
vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.”  That’s how we usually 
think of it, because that’s how the KJV translated it, and odds are that’s the way we learned it first.  
Even if it wasn’t the old-fashioned, Shakespearian language, we probably at least heard it taught to 
us as “Don’t take God’s name in vain.”  Most people assume that means don’t use God’s name as a 
swear word, because of that word there: take.  But what if that’s not the best translation? 
 The word that is translated in the King James Version as “take” in the original Hebrew of the 
Old Testament is “nasah,” and it’s literal meaning is “to lift, carry, bear, or take.”  It’s actually the 
same word that Cain uses in Genesis 4:13 when he says “My punishment is too great for me to 
bear!”  Knowing that, changes things a little bit, don’t you think?  If the commandment is “Don’t  
carry God’s name in vain,” then it seems to me like it’s probably not meant to address when a  
person tells their loved ones “God, I had a stressful day at work today!” 
 A better interpretation for this commandment today would be “don’t do evil in God’s name” 
or even “don’t put words in God’s mouth.”  I don’t know about you, but this is way different from 
what I learned in Sunday School!  I still get uncomfortable when someone says “God” and it is very 
clear that they aren’t praying, but that’s not the point of Commandment 3 (technically, it’s not the 
point on 2 levels, since “God” isn’t even His name, it’s YHWH, which we render in English as LORD, 
but that’s a topic for another time).  What the commandment is saying, I think, is far more serious.  
Have you ever tried to talk to someone about the Gospel, only for them to say “Oh, yeah? If God is 
so loving, then what was up with the Crusades?”  I wonder just how many conversations have been 
stopped by that, or a similar question about the Salem witch trials.  Do you see my point?  When 
someone does evil and claims that they’re doing it in the name of God, it does so much more  
damage than just the physical act; it injures people’s souls hundreds of years later. 
 This is why being a false prophet during Old Testament times was taken so seriously.  If you 
were shown to be a false prophet, you were put to death.  In a much less serious example, this is 
part of the reason why I don’t have any exterior markings on my car (aside from that massive dent 
on the driver’s side).  I get road rage, like so many others do, and if I ever found out that I was  
yelling, raising cain and carrying on in traffic, and someone saw a cross or a “Jesus fish” on my  
bumper or rear window and thought “Psh. Oh yeah, ‘blessed be the peacemakers’ my foot.”  I don’t 
know how I’d ever atone for that.  LORD, please forgive us for carrying your name in vain. 
 

For Christ and His Kingdom, 

Chris Walz 

Youth Coordinator 
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Notes of Thanks 

Dear Church Family — 
 

Thank you for your support and  
prayers during our family’s loss.   
It is with deep appreciation and love that  
we remember our church family in this time of 
mourning. One of Fred’s favorite scripture  
readings gives us comfort — “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe 
also in me. My Father’s house has many 
rooms; if that were not so, would I have told 
you that I am going there to prepare a place 
for you? And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come back and take you to be with 
me that you also may be where I am. You 
know the way to the place where I am going.” 
John 14:1-4 NIV 
 

In Christian love, 
 

Claudette Griffin 
Jennifer, Marshall, Jack, Sam & Lawton Reiser 
Craig, Kimberly, Bailey & Robby Griffin 
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The Year of Inconvenience 

  
 
 I think we can all agree we could just call 2020 the year of inconvenience. 
 We have seen cancellations, or at least modifications, of countless parties,  
vacations, ceremonies, church services -- and the list goes on. The struggle and frustration 
is further complicated by the noise, those raised voices of disagreement in the midst of 
the confusion. 
 But we, as believers, as members of our church family, are blessed to know that our 
God has everything under control. Though we have been confused and uncertain at times, 
caught up in the inconveniences, we strive to keep our hearts and minds centered  
on Jesus. 
 We have continued our ministries, cared for one another, and made the necessary 
accommodations to gather safely for in-person worship services. 
 We are creatures of habit, and don’t care much for change. But let us be mindful 
that change is inevitable, and those things that seem so inconvenient to us may be a part 
of His plan. Perhaps the changes we must make during this pandemic serve to reset our 
priorities. Perhaps He is placing us more directly on the path of His will and not our own. 
 Though things look a little different right now, we continue to be the church. As we 
look for new ways to serve, may we never throw up our hands in frustration over  
inconveniences. May our glad servants’ hearts not be scarred by the noise and confusion. 
 We know Our Savior’s love for us, and may we listen for His voice and follow His 
guidance above all of the noise. We don’t know what tomorrow brings, but He does. 
 I pray we never forget we are called to love one another, to share God’s Word, and 
to further His Kingdom. 
 That is still our mission, even in this year of inconvenience. 
 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for You.”  
-- 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 
May The Lord continue to bless and keep you all, 
 

Vicki Wilkerson 
 

Board Chairman 


