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Guyton Christian Church 

April 2020 Newsletter 
Web: http://www.GuytonChristianChurch.org 

HE IS RISEN INDEED! 
 

He is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 

Let’s take a minute to dwell on that marvelous news. It comes to mind as Easter approaches, but it’s as true 
on Christmas as it is on Easter. We look back on the Resurrection of Jesus and forward to our own; the  

evidence of His is the assurance of ours. He is risen indeed!  
 

We do not fear death, but He came that we might have life, and life in abundance! Above any ceremony or 
material possession, we treasure life, for ourselves and for all those around us, for our parents and for our 
children.  
 

For that reason, we have to face the elephant in the room – namely, the Covid-19 virus. 
 

We are not in crisis mode, but we are acting in ways to avoid a potential crisis. We need not fear, because 
knowledge is power. We know how the virus spreads and how to avoid it.  
 

The Covid-19 virus is a particularly tricky disease. You can spread the virus to others before symptoms 

appear. Children can spread the virus and never have symptoms. It lives for hours on hard surfaces, so it’s 
easy to pick it up and pass it along through touch. It can be briefly airborne as well. Common sanitizers and 
cleaning agents are effective against the virus, as are simple soap and water.  
 

In Georgia, a statewide shelter-in-place order is in effect for vulnerable persons and those over age 65. The 
city of Guyton has passed a state-of-emergency ordinance that prohibits nonessential meetings of more 
than 10 people, in effect through April 30. Hospitals and nursing homes in our area are closed to visitors. All 
of these are wise precautions in light of how this virus spreads. Our worship will be online for the rest of 
April, and until further notice. 
 

I am livestreaming a Bible study daily at 5 p.m. on Facebook. We’re livestreaming Sunday morning services 
as well. Sunday services will be available for later viewing at our website  

(https://GuytonChristianChurch.org). We are blessed to have this technology. We are also blessed to have 
telephones, and I urge everyone to be more active about checking on fellow church members. I also  

respectfully ask that you mail in your tithes and offerings to keep the church strong. 
 

With Jesus and the prophets, I say, “Fear Not!” This is not a crisis. Social distancing is what we are doing to 
avoid a crisis. We will celebrate Easter as a church when we gather again in the sanctuary, whenever that 
may be. Meanwhile, I will celebrate the Resurrection with every breath, every fiber of my being, every  

minute of the day. He is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Joel 

https://GuytonChristianChurch.org
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All of our Military 
at home & abroad, & all of 

those who protect us. 
Kyle Flowers 

Gary Hall 
William Hintz 

Jerimiah Inman 
Rebecca Inman 
Victoria Inman 

CMSgt Tom McQuiston 
Ozzy Morales 
Haley Pope 

Benjamin Rud 
Ashley Rutherford 

Medie Still IV 
 
 

Health & Wellbeing 
My Father’s House 
The Fillin’ Station 

Allisa Alexander 
Michael Thomas Alley 

Becky Archer 
Renee Arnsdorff 

Tandi Austin 
Miriam Babb 
Linda Barner 
Randy Bashlor 
Jelane Battle 
Janice Beard 

Sandy Beckman 
Al Beiner 

Alvin Berry 
Beverly Bodnar 

Korey & Keith Bolinger 
Geneva Boyles 
Leonard Boyles 
James Breeletik 
Brisher Family 
Ethel Brown 
Alex Burdo 
Jerry Burns 
Evan Carr 

Linda Clark 
Suzanne Collier 
Brenda Coward 
Delma Cowart 

Ed Cox 
Jeff Cox 

Nell Crapps 
Brian Davis 

Carolyn Dixon 
Greg Durrence 

Audry Edwards, Sr. 

Monroe Epting 
Family of John Farell 

Angie Fedie 
Beth Flynt 

Sue Forkner 
John David Fulcher 

Demitra Gibson 
Bailey Griffin 
Craig Griffin 
Fred Griffin 
Clive Hale 
Diane Hill 

Chris Hinely 
Jean Hinely 

H. D. Holifield 
Victor Jackson 

Mckenna Jordan 
Annette Lamb 
Diane Lindsay 
Shannon Long 
Parker McCoy 
Wren Mason 
Angie Moore 
Kathy Murphy 

Margareta O’Connell 
Chris Orrico 

Wyndell Palmer 
Tom Parker 

Denise Pevey 
Rachel Pevey 
Reed Pevey 

Keith Pontbriand 
Dustin Poole 

Matthew Proctor 

Chris Reid 
Arden Reiser 
Amy Rippey 

Carolyn Seckinger 
Joe Secich 

Laura Sellers 
Henry Southward 

Ann Stevens 
Don Thomassen 

Bryan & Shannon Thompson 
Matt Tinker 
Ava Tinsley 
Nicole Todd 

Charles Usher 
Dennis & Jenny Vesely 

Hayden Warren 
Johnny & Deborah Warren 

Mary Lou Waters 
John Wesley 

Eddie Wilkerson 
Shaw Wilkerson 

Irene Wood 
Eugenia Zipperer 

Jim Zipperer 
 

Bereavement 
Families of 
Ralph Hall 

James Taylor 
Luther True 

 

 
 
 
 

Prayer  
Concerns 

 
Sunday Morning Worship Services will be live-streamed on Facebook. Join us!  

https://www.facebook.com/guytoncc/  
Please prepare your communion ahead of time so we can partake together. 

Don’t forget to continue sending your tithes and offerings to P. O. Box 5, Guyton, GA 31312. 
 

Regularly scheduled activities of the church are postponed until further notice: 
Sunday School 
Sojourners 
Youth 
The Fillin’ Station 
Gospel Jam 
Loose Threads 
Choir Practice 
Eula Powers Circle 
Disciples Men 
Young at Heart Bingo & Luncheon 

 

Please check the church’s website for the latest information. 
(www.GuytonChristianChurch.org) 

We pray that everyone is safe 

and well these days. If you need 

help or assistance during this 

time, please contact the office or 

Pastor Joel. 

https://www.facebook.com/guytoncc/
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Watch for the Morning:  
Social Distancing 

As An Act of Compassion 

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; my soul 

waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, 

more than those who watch for the morning. -Psalm 130:5-6 

 

 Life has changed significantly over the past two weeks.  

 In the “new normal” of social distancing in response to 

COVID-19, the Church is working hard to adjust quickly. Most 

have canceled in-person worship and gatherings, and moved to 

online platforms as a means of staying connected. Many are 

finding ways to serve their neighbors and continue critical mis-

sion commitments in spite of new challenges. The gifts of the 

church are needed now more than ever, and our Disciples con-

gregations have shown incredible resilience in adapting to these 

unprecedented circumstances.  

 In a situation that continues to evolve quickly, there are 

many unknowns. There will be many opportunities for congrega-

tions to serve our neighbors as needs emerge in the days ahead. 

But for now, one thing is certain: social distancing is an act of 

compassion. Staying home and self-isolating to protect the vul-

nerable is what love looks like during this time when we don’t 

always know what else to do.   

 Of course, not everyone can stay home. Many continue 

to work on our behalf: medical professionals; those who care for 

the elderly; workers who stock our grocery shelves and those 

who keep our utilities running; childcare workers who work so 

that other essential personnel can care for the rest of us; and so 

many others who we may not see. In this moment of crisis, we 

are all connected in ways that we have perhaps taken for grant-

ed in the past. But it is precisely for the good of these popula-

tions that many of us can choose to distance ourselves. The de-

cision to stay at home and away from crowds helps to protect 

those who are serving essential duties right now and at greater 

risk for exposure. 

 It may seem counterintuitive, that people of faith 

choose this moment of crisis to retreat from society. But these 

are uncharted waters; taking a step back and reducing the risk 

of infection for the most vulnerable among us is in fact a great 

act of service and sacrifice. The elderly, the immunocompro-

mised, and those who care for them are at great risk from this 

illness. With limited testing available--and with many who are 

infected remaining asymptomatic-- any of us might have been 

exposed. Perhaps if we all treat this disaster as if it has already 

affected us, doing everything within our power to prevent fur-

ther transmission, then many lives might be saved.  

 In this Lenten season, we “wait for the Lord,” togeth-

er. As the Psalmist says, we watch for the morning. Maybe this 

year, that waiting and watching takes on a more literal mean-

ing. We pray that this pandemic be contained and that a vac-

cine emerge quickly-- but our prayers become physically em-

bodied as we wait, and watch, from home.  

 At a later time, we may be called upon to serve and 

respond in a different way together. But for now, waiting may 

mean just that-- waiting, watching from a distance, and praying 

for those who work for our good.  

 Week of Compassion works with partners to alleviate 

suffering. Our wider church lives into this mission commitment 

in so many different ways--around the world, around the year. 

In this season of uncertainty, we don’t know what faithful re-

sponse will look like in the long term. But for now, we have the 

power to act. Every time you choose to stay home, you are 

loving and serving your neighbor in a radical act of compassion. 

These daily sacrifices of social distancing will help us all stay 

well, as we watch for the morning.  

 
 
 
 
We are grateful for your ongoing support that allows Week of Com-
passion to remain active even in times of uncertainty. While we have 
suspended staff travel for this season, we continue operations and 
remain in conversation with our partners about critical needs and 
responses, making preparations to support community recovery when 
the time comes. We will continue to share updated resources on our 

website (https://www.weekofcompassion.org/ ) and social media 

platforms.    

https://www.weekofcompassion.org/
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4 Teri Massey 
12 Ron Clary 
15 Paul Lindsay 
16 Mary Grace Fisher 
20 Lucas Bailey 
28 Harley Farmer 

April 
Birthdays 
 

April 
Anniversaries 

 

Can’t locate that dish?

Check the  

Christian Center!  

The Fillin’ Station 
Community Food Pantry 

 
While The Fillin’ Station is closed during the Covid-
19 virus, we are continuing to take donations of 
nonperishable items. Please drop off in Mission 
Central in the Christian Center.  
 
 

Save your plastic grocery bags, also! 
 

 

For church members only, if someone is in 
need of food, please contact the office.  
Special arrangements can be made. 

 
 
 
 
 

Closed until further notice. Normally open 
Tuesday & Thursdays, 10am—1pm 
1290 Ga Hwy 119 South, Springfield 

3 Medie & Barbara Still 
9 Junior & Autumn Burnsed 
20 Clyde & Vivian Alley 
21 Ramie IV & Heather Antee 
23 Daniel & Ashley Farmer 
25 Gary & Stephanie Hall 

 
29 Marion Godwin 
30 Benjamin Rud 
30 Jonathan Rud 
30 Judy Zittrouer 

Regional Assembly 
New Date! 

November 13 & 14 
 

Registration & information at gadisciples.org. 

 

Maundy Thursday 
April 9 @ 8 pm (from your home!) 

 

On the night of the Passover Celebration, Jesus 
went to the garden of Gethsemane to pray. 
Let’s join Him from our homes!  Sign up for our 
Prayer Vigil online at 
www.GuytonChristianChurch.org.  
 
Times are in 30-minute increments. However, 
you are encouraged 
to sign up for more 
than one slot as the 
time passes quickly. 
If you do not have 
internet, please call 
the office at  
912-772-3478. 

Community  
Easter Sunrise  
Service @ 7 am 

 
 

 
Stay tuned for  
details! 
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Servants in Ministry — Communion — April 

Date Elders Deacons Deaconesses Acolyte 

     

     

     

     

     

Servants in Ministry — Children Worship & Wonder — April 

Date Storyteller Worship Helper 
Junior Greeter 

Story 

    

    

    

    

    

Servants in Ministry — Wednesday JYF Youth  — April 
Rotation Workshops “Samuel” 

Date Workshop @ 
6:00—6:45p 

YY Workshop 
Leader / Shepherds 

Light Supper 
@ 6:45p (JYF, DL, CYF) CC 

    

    

    

    

I Samuel 1-3, “The Story of Samuel”  
 

Memory Verse: “Speak Lord, I’m listening.” I Samuel 3:9 
 

God spoke to the people in the Bible. God still speaks to us today through the 
Bible, through those who love us, through preachers and teachers, through Chris-
tian friends, through worship and prayer.  Learn how Samuel heard the Lord and 
what his response was to God’s call. 

 

Our Stories for April: 

Jesus’ Last Passover — Matthew 26: 26-28 

Jesus is Risen: Appearance to Mary Magdalene — Matthew 27: 57-28:10; John 20: 1-18 

Jesus is Risen: The Road to Emmaus — Luke 24: 1-35 

The Good Shepherd and the Lord’s Supper — Psalm 23; John 10; Matthew 18 

Join us for Communion each Sunday as we fellowship via  

live-streaming on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/guytoncc/ 
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Rev. Joel Tucker, Senior Pastor 
Email: pastorjoeltucker@me.com; Cell: (561) 252-0493 

Youth Coordinator: Chris Walz; Email: charrx93@hotmail.com; (912) 429-8922 

Office hours: Sun 12:30-5:30; Tues 10-2; Wed 1-5:30; Thurs 2-6; Fri 2-6; Sat 2-6 

Admin. Assistant: Becky Malcom; Office Hours —Mon-Thu, 9am-Noon 
Email: gcchurch@planters.net          Office: (912) 772-3478 
Mail: P. O. Box 5, Guyton         The Rock: (912) 772-8415 
Fax: (912) 772-4206         Christian Center: (912) 772-8843 
           Sanctuary: (912) 772-3478 

Church offices located at 306 Central Boulevard, Guyton. 
Web: http://www.GuytonChristianChurch.org 

Mailing address: P. O. Box 5, Guyton, GA 31312 

CYF at  
The Rock 

 

We love our 
youth! 

 

 

Have you tried 

ZOOM? 
It’s a video conference app for your 

phone or computer. 

We use it for Pastor’s daily Bible study. 
We can use it for meetings, too. 

To try it, just click 

https://
tinyurl.com/

w5272zs 

Install the  

software (first 
time only) 

 

Then join us 
online at 5 p.m. 

daily. 

 

Perform a random 
act of kindness!  

Summer Camps! 

What a great way for children, 
youth, and adults to step away from 
their day-to-day routines and focus 
more intensely on their relationship 
with God, to experience Christian 

community, and to practice living out their spir-
itual values in a supportive atmosphere! 
If you are interested in attending camp, 
please contact Debbie Snooks or the church 
office. 
 
 
 

Camp Christian, Gordon, GA — Multiple 
camps for various age groups. For information & 
registration, go to gadisciples.org. 
 
Camp Kicklighter, Shellman’s Bluff, GA — 
CYF May 31 - June 5. 9th - 12th grades 
Chi-Rho June 7 - 12 6th - 8th grades 
Junior June 14 - 19 3rd - 5th grades 
For information, go to https://
www.facebook.com/groups/6233669902/  

ZOOM 
Bible Study  

5p 

https://tinyurl.com/w5272zs
https://tinyurl.com/w5272zs
https://tinyurl.com/w5272zs
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6233669902/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6233669902/
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Take a moment to check  

on your friends and neighbors!  

 

   

Pack a Shoebox! 

Guyton Christian Church 
Children’s Mission Project 

 
This will be an on-going project to benefit children in need  

who live in Effingham County. 
 

1. Get a shoe box or a $1 plastic box from discount store 
2. Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl or a boy, and the age category: 2-4, 5-9, 

or 10-14. Place label on top of box please. 

3. Fill with gifts. Select a medium to large “wow” item (soccer ball with pump or stuffed 
animal), then fill with other fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies. 

4. Bring to church! Place on pew in Christian Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make a tag so we know who would enjoy your gift! 
Girl or Boy Ages 2-4 Ages 5-9 Ages  10-14 
 

You may consider including the following in your box: 
 A “wow” item (doll, soccer ball, foam ball, toy truck or boat, stuffed animal, Frisbee, kite, baseball 
& mitt, hacky sack, tennis ball, ) 
 Personal Care Items (comb, hairbrush, toothbrush, washcloth, bar soap, adhesive bandages, blanket, lip 
balm, flashlight, nail clipper & file, stick deodorant) 
 Clothing & Accessories (shirts & pants, underwear, shoes & socks, flip-flops, hat/scarf/mittens, decorative 
hat, sunglasses, hair accessories) 
 Crafts and Activities (puzzles, binoculars, chalkboard & chalk, playing cards, jump rope, kaleidoscope, col-
ored pencils & small sharpener, crayons & coloring book, building blocks, notebooks, watercolor set) 
 Toys (finger puppets, plastic tools, Etch-a-Sketch, interactive toys with buttons, lights, noise,  
yo-yo, toy cars, foam ball) 
 School Supplies (pencils, small sharpener, pencil case, markers, notebooks, index cards, safety scissors, ruler, 
protractor, solar-powered calculator) 
 Batteries for any items that need them 
 

A more complete list by age group is in The Gallery.  

Jack Reiser received his Eagle Scout medal  
during a special candle ceremony held at The 
Depot, March 1, 2020.  
 
 



 

Guyton Christian Church (DOC), April 2020, Page 8  www.GuytonChristianChurch.org 

 
Paul Lindsay 

 
Paul joined our church family 

December 8, 2019 Wiped Clean 
  
 For the past two weeks, all anyone has talked about has been the Corona Virus epidemic, so I thought this 
would be the perfect time to talk about literally anything else.  For reasons that don’t bear mentioning, I’ve spent more 
time than usual lately in leisure activities like reading, playing video games, and oh yeah: studying the Scriptures, so I 
thought I’d share something with you from my quiet time. 
 

 Lately, I’ve been in the book of 2Corinthians.  It seems only fair.  I’ve gotten so much use out of 1Corinthians 
(shout-out to Sojourners and my Sunday School class that have both heard me talk about chapter 15 in particular ad 
nauseum), that I thought I’d see how the sequel stacks up.  In particular, I want to draw your attention to verses 16 
through 21 in chapter 5.   
 

 Paul starts this passage off by saying that, as Christians we are a new creation.  We’ve got a clean slate.  “The 
old has passed away, and see, the new has come! (v17b)” We don’t have to carry around any guilt from our pasts, we 
don’t own those actions anymore.  We don’t have to go to those places anymore.  We don’t have to think those 
thoughts anymore.  We’re changed; something totally different.  In the verse prior, Paul says something interesting 
related to this “From now on, then, we do not know anyone from a worldly perspective. (v16a)” So we don’t think of 
people along the lines we used to.  Social or economic status, race, ethnicity, political affiliation, family name, 
hometown, level of education … this list goes on and on with thousands of minute ways to divide us into ever smaller 
groups for handy categorization in the eyes of the rest of the world, but for Christians none of it matters anymore.  All 
that matters is Christ and our relationship to Him, and Christ died for the PhD student drowning in debt today just as 
much as He did for the illiterate emperor of 2000 years ago.  To quote Christian rapper Lecrae “Your life ain’t wrapped 
up in what you drive/ the clothes you wear, the job you work/ the color of your skin, naw you’re a Christian first.” 
 Obviously, this new attitude towards others isn’t limited to those who believe as we do.  We want to win them 
to Christ with the Lord’s help, but we would never say that they’re deserving of less dignity before they accept Him.  
Their dignity as God’s beloved creations who bare His image are the very reason we love and reach out to them.  I 
need to remember this when I’m sitting in traffic (which weirdly hasn’t been happening as much lately).  Pastor Joel 
said something on social media Wednesday that struck me “Now that we all have so much time on our hands, Face-
book is getting ugly again. Please, think twice before you post. Please!”  Now I’m not entirely sure why people would 
be spending more time online these days, but whatever the reason he’s absolutely right. It’s always been so much easi-
er to be rude online.  Just like it’s so easy to get angry while driving.  Something about the way we see the world takes 
that one level of abstraction from person to post or person to car, and dehumanizing another individual becomes 
frighteningly easy.  But remember what Paul said!  We are not to see the world that way anymore.  We’re brand new, 
we don’t know people after a worldly fashion any longer and what’s more, in verse 20 Paul says that we are ambassa-
dors for Christ. 
 

 This is all the more relevant to the way we treat people when we look at verses 16-21 as a whole and realize 
that Paul’s theme in this passage is reconciliation.  “That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed the message of reconciliation to us. (v19)” Through 
Christ, God is no longer counting the world’s sins against them.  That goes double for those of us who have accepted 
Jesus’ death on the cross which we remember this time of year.  And as ambassadors of that reconciliation, we need to 
go and do likewise.  When someone posts something offensive to you on the internet, don’t hold it against them.    
Instead, say, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” It isn’t easy. 
 With people being so on edge right now, be a voice for reconciliation.  Remember that you are an ambassador 
for Christ.  Don’t do anything to tarnish the Royal Name of your King in Heaven.  And remember: you’re washed in the 
Blood, but you should also wash your hands for at least 20 seconds at a time. 
 
For Christ and His Kingdom, 

Chris 
Chris Walz 
Youth Coordinator 
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Old Time  
Gospel Sing Revival 

at Guyton Christian Church 
March 5—8, 2020 
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A Word from our Board Chairman… 
 
 

I know we are all feeling disappointed that we are missing our time of 
worship together each Sunday morning. It’s a testament to how much 
we care for each other that we are saddened by this time apart. Pastor 
Joel is doing a great job of keeping us all connected on Facebook with 
his Pastor’s Peace on the Parsonage Porch and our livestreamed  
worship services. I hope you will all join us at 5 PM weekdays, and Sunday at 11 AM. 
 
Meanwhile, we have some exciting news to share. We plan to livestream a Sabbath @My 
Father’s House service on Palm Sunday, April 5th, at 11 AM. 
 
Many of you have expressed an interest in knowing exactly what the service looks like, and 
God has provided a great opportunity for us to show you. 
 
In honor of Autism Awareness month in April, we are asking everyone to wear blue while 
viewing the service. Take some photos of your family to share with us. We know this isn’t 
exactly the same as being together in My Father’s House, but once we open our hearts to 
worship, invite Jesus in, and are ready to praise His Holy Name, our living rooms or our 
porches become our personal sanctuaries. We can receive all God has to offer us right 
where we are, just as we are.  
 

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.”  - Matthew 18:20 

 
We hope that you will join us for this special presentation of Sabbath @ My Father’s 
House. 
 
And once we have done our part to protect the most vulnerable among us, and the threat 
has passed, we will meet and worship on fourth Sundays in our beautiful depot once again. 
All of you are in my daily thoughts and prayers. May we continue to pray for one another 
and to look out for each other.  
 
Please reach out to me, the church office, or Pastor Joel if we may be of any assistance. 
 
Much Love, 
 

Vicki 
Vicki Wilkerson 
Chairman of the Board 
 
 
 

 

 


