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On page 51 Allison explains how he intends to present the doctrine of Ecclesiology.


He presents in the first 50 pages a minimal concept of the church. In other words, the 
irreducible minimal elements that make a church the church. He summarized by saying, “The 
church is Christ followers who:

1. on a local level, worship, mature, and evangelize together as a particular church.

2. on a global level, constitute the universal church of all who embrace the gospel.

3. when deceased, become part of the heavenly church, enjoying rest from their earthly 

labors and worshiping the Lord face-to-face.

4. long for Christ’s return and their participation in their wedding to the Lamb.


The remainder of the book will focus on the first point, presenting the church in terms of its 
local expression according to the following topics:

1. identify

2. leadership

3. government

4. ordinances (or sacraments)

5. ministries

6. future


He will begin each topic by presenting the common ground (the essence, or core) shared by 
most churches throughout history. He concludes the discussion of each topic by describing 
how this essence expresses itself in actuality for particular groups of churches (e.g. Roman 
Catholics, Presbyterians, Baptists, etc).


On pages 74-85 Allison details the three roles of a pastor as Elder, Shepherd, and Overseer, 
providing the biblical categories for us as we train church revitalizers. 


The foundations for the Resound Church Health Assessment comes from Allison’s teaching on 
Ecclesiology, his fuller text being Sojourners and Strangers: The Doctrine of the Church which 
is one of the volumes of the Foundations of Evangelical Theology. The Church Health 
Assessment examines the development of the following nine values of a healthy church divided 
into three sets: Identities (worshipers, family, missionaries), Foundations (Gospel, Bible, 
prayer), and Structures (membership, discipleship, leadership).


