
 

 

Director of Missions Report 
 
God’s kingdom is advancing throughout our region and to the 
ends of the earth! As you review all the ministry reports for this 
past year it will become obvious to you that the churches in the 
Cape Girardeau Baptist Association take seriously the mission 
Jesus entrusted to his church. The gospel is advancing locally and within our region 
among collegiate students, Filipinos, Hispanics, and most recently the Deaf. Our 
churches are also seeking renewal as they evaluate themselves, their community, and 
their leadership to seek how they can maximize their resources to reach lost people with 
the gospel and move them to maturity in Christ, deploying them in ministry also.  
 
One of my greatest joys this past year is to have been certified as a Pathfinder in the 
Refocus process created by Corpus, a church revitalization ministry based in Atlanta 
GA. They have also certified me as a coach to come alongside pastors and churches to 
better serve them as they journey through the revitalization process. This process often 
has greater opportunity to begin during a pastoral transition which is why Corpus 
developed a tool to assist Transitional Revitalization Pastors. Currently we have two 
men in our association that have been trained to serve in this role. Of course we still 
partner with the Resound Network of the Missouri Baptist Convention in these areas of 
ministry; we are just adding more tools in our toolbox to provide the right help at the 
right time for our churches. One of our churches has already launched their disciple-
making strategy, three others are in process, and another church will begin developing 
their strategy later this month.  
 
As a way of engaging some of our communities, we have recently been given archery 
equipment to use in our shared ministry. In addition to being available at our summer 
camps, churches can offer an eight (8) week evangelistic outreach program to children, 
students, and entire families using archery instruction and practice as a tool to share the 
gospel. The curriculum is developed by Centershot and has three complete eight week 
studies: evangelism, discipleship, and stewardship. We can train people from your 
church to become archery instructors, even if they have never shot a bow before. Just 
let me know if you are interested in doing this at your church so we can get your church 
on our calendar! 
 
Thank you for your continued support for one another and partnership.  It is a joy to 
serve as your Director of Missions! 
 
For the Glory of God, 
John Vernon, Director of Missions 


