
 

 

Director of Missions Report 
 
The emphasis of the association this past year has been on 
church planting. Pastor Mike Parry will be preaching this year’s 
annual sermon with that focus as we celebrate all that God has 
accomplished. Two significant steps that have taken place is the 
establishment of the International Christian Fellowship in Fruitland and Poplar Bluff as 
they will be voted on to become members of the Missouri Baptist Convention during the 
MBC annual meeting in a few weeks. We will then be able to vote to accept ICF-
Fruitland as a member church at our January 2021 Executive Board meeting, God 
willing. Additionally, the Church Planting Center has voted to call a Hispanic church 
planting catalyst to begin working in southeast Missouri to start churches. There is a job 
description of this role included in this book of reports. 
 
Even with the Covid virus causing major disruptions in our typical way of life, we were 
able to have several training opportunities. We completed our first ever cohort of 
pastors studying how to revitalize a local church. We had nine men complete the ten 
month training!  We had several pastors attend the Midwest Leadership Summit in 
Springfield IL, a partnership of 10 State Conventions. Finally, the first week of October 
the MBC has arranged for me to attend a Pathfinder Training offered by Corpus Vitae 
which will enable me to lead pastors and churches through a six-step church 
revitalization process. 
 
I have been privileged to serve Missouri Baptists this year as a part of the MBC 
Cooperative Program Vision Task Force.  The purpose of this task force is to make a 
recommendation to the MBC regarding how we can better steward the resources God 
has given us to fulfill the Great Commission.  We have been examining everything 
Missouri Baptists are doing, including how the MBC partners with local associations and 
national entities like NAMB and the IMB. Please be in prayer for this Task Force as they 
seek to faithfully fulfill their charge. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and partnership.  It is a joy to serve as your 
Director of Missions! 
 
For the Glory of God, 
John Vernon, Director of Missions 


