
Good morning, 
I am pleased to send out the notification that we will be meeting in the Sanctuary Sunday, May 

17th at 10:45 am. We will also continue the Facebook Live and posting of the service on our 
website afterwards for those that do not attend in person. 

At 10:00 we are going to have tables set up in the fellowship hall if you would like to come early 
and have a little social interaction at a distance. Everything will be spaced appropriately. 

We will Not have Sunday School, Children's Church, or Mission Friends this week.  
The Nursery Suit in the Sanctuary will be clean and ready if a family needs to use it, but we will 

not be providing a worker Sunday. 
 
Remember, if you are high risk, not feeling good, sick in any way, or just uncomfortable coming 

on Sunday, enjoy the Lord's day at home and join us online. That is okay. 
 
Our church leadership team has met and come up with a few guidelines. I have also been 

meeting with other church pastors and they had some good ideas and talking points. 

● First, we want to be respectful of other people during this time. We understand 
everyone is in a different situation whether it be your home environment or your 
medical health. So if we all follow the recommended actions no one will feel awkward. 

● I want every person that comes on campus to feel welcome and not be put in any 
uncomfortable situation.  

○ This why our greeters have been through training over the years. Think First 
Impressions Team. What impression will we leave for anyone that joins us 
Sunday? 

● So here are some things to consider. 
● We want people to socially distance, but understand everyone has a different social 

group. 
○ If you have a large family or a group of people in the church that you have 

been with during this time, we are not asking you to avoid them. 
■ If your family takes up two rows in the sanctuary, that is okay, and 

would be awkward to ask them to separate. 
■ If you work with or have been gathering with a church family, it is okay 

for you to sit with them, you have been doing that already. 
■ We just need to remember that many people have been staying at 

home and not interacting with other social groups, so we need to 
respect their social group as well. 

■ This is a good teaching moment for us to discuss with little ones. We do 
not want to look like some of the stores right now that have people just 
walking all around and not respecting social distancing. 

○ Every other row will be marked in the sanctuary so we will be able to keep a 
good social distance. 

○ We are asking that if you do sit in the same row as another family group, that 
you keep at least 3 chairs between you. 



● We are going to use some of the same guidelines we had for food distribution. 
○ When I arrive on campus I will be wearing my mask, just like when I go to the 

store. 
○ When I greet you, it will be with a wave and a smile, even if you can't see the 

smile. 
○ Remember, we want to respect everyone's social circle and not put them in an 

uncomfortable position. 
○ We will have coffee in the fellowship hall but we will serve you just like the 

drive through restaurants have been doing. Our server will have a mask and 
food service gloves. 

● Linda has been doing a great job of keeping the church cleaned and it smells like 
Lysol and all kinds of other cleaners, so rest assured it has been disinfected after our 
community outreach events. 

○ We will be providing more hand sanitizer if you need it, and the high contact 
surfaces like the doors are being wiped down more regularly. 

To keep this email as short as possible I am going to leave off all of the other things we are 
doing behind the scenes and even changes to the church service. Leaders of each portion 
of the service have been a part of the discussion and have more details if you need them. 

 
I will be sending an email to the FIT team to give them more specific guidance. 
 
IF You Have a question or a concern please contact me. You will not offend me by asking 

questions, we may have overlooked something and I would rather you asked the question.  
 
In His Service, 
 
Rick Downing 
Pastor 
 


