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AS WE GATHER
In one well-known Collect of the Church, we pray that the Lord would be
with us as we are called to “ventures of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.” Certainly Martin
Luther must have had the sense of unending ventures, untrodden paths,
and unknown perils as he brought the focus of the Church back to the
proclamation of the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ in the sixteenth century.
It is a blessing to be able to look back to those times and “travel” with
Luther and other servants of God from that era. Discovering a deeper
appreciation of how they went out with good courage, assured that the
hand of God was leading them and God’s love was supporting them, can
encourage us on our journeys of faith in our times. May we be blessed
on our journeys!

+ PREPARATION +
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(Please rise as you are able)

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

Psalm 46:1–2, 11
P God is our refuge and strength,
C a very present help in trouble.
P Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
C though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea.
P The Lord of hosts is with us;
C the God of Jacob is our fortress.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Let us confess our sins to God, our merciful Father.
C Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all
things and judge of all people, we admit and confess our
sinfulness. We have not always walked in Your ways according
to Your Law. We repent and are truly sorry for our sins, those
known to us and those unknown. Have mercy on us, gracious

3

God, because of the redemption won for us by Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Forgive us all that needs the forgiveness found in Him
alone, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, move us to serve You
faithfully as we await Christ’s coming in glory. This we ask
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
P In His mercy, God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who
repent and turn to Him. As a servant of Christ, I announce to you the
grace of God and by His authority I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

PRAYER
P Let us pray.
C Almighty God, in Your design for creation You place Your
people in families. We thank You for the gifts that come to us
through our family members and for all those related to us
through the household of faith. Lead us daily to treasure those
whose lives intersect with ours and, as the Holy Spirit works
within us, bind us ever more closely together in Jesus’ name for
time and for eternity. We ask this through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Please be seated

SEQUENCE 1: FAMILY
! A Reformation journey that centers on Martin Luther is of necessity a
family event. Luther changed centuries of tradition in the Western
Church by encouraging the marriage of clergy—including monks and
nuns, if they felt that the married estate was their calling. And Luther
had nothing but praise for being married. He wrote: “Next to God’s
Word, the world has not a more lovely and endearing treasure on
earth than the holy state of matrimony, which He has Himself
instituted, preserving it, having adorned and blessed it above all
stations.” Although Luther was initially hesitant to marry, fearing that
he could be executed as a heretic at any time, the encouragement of
his family and friends and the acceptance by Katharina von Bora of
his proposal of marriage led him to be married in the summer of
1525.
@ The home that Martin and his beloved Katie established was one in
which the joy of family life was central. Six children were born to the
couple, and the household expanded as the family took in orphans
and relatives who needed a place to call home. Although Luther was
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busy with his church and university duties, he made sure there were
times of enjoyment for everyone in the family circle. He stated, “Work
is not the only way to serve the Lord. Celebrating and relaxing can
be service as well.” Joining for singing and playing musical
instruments together, especially after the evening meal, was a
special way in which the Luther family celebrated and relaxed.
! The convivial tone that Luther set for family life was in contrast to the
way in which he had been reared. Both his father, Hans, and his
mother, Margaretha, were typical of their era in being firm
disciplinarians who raised their son strictly and with great
expectations. Their son Martin, named for a caring and charitable
saint, always maintained his respect for his parents. In his Large
Catechism, Luther commented on the Fourth Commandment in this
way: “To the position of fatherhood and motherhood God has given
special distinction above all positions that are beneath it: He does
not simply command us to love our parents, but to honor them” (LC I
105). Luther maintained close ties with his parents, who were
especially delighted at the birth of their grandson Hans in June 1526.
Martin and Katie Luther set the standard for parsonage life that
influenced the following generations of clergy families in many ways.
@ In medieval times it was almost an assumption that children were
born and reared for the benefit of their parents, who exerted control
over every aspect of their lives. In advocating that proper education
for all children, Luther asserted that children were to be raised for the
good of the entire society, not just for their own personal gain and for
the wealth of their immediate families. He wrote: “For if we wish to
have excellent and able persons both for civil and Church leadership,
we must spare no diligence, time, or cost in teaching and educating
our children, so that they may serve God and the world. We must not
think only about how we may amass money and possessions for
them” (LC I 172–73). Luther believed in the spiritual, moral,
intellectual, and physical education of young people, a heritage kept
alive in Lutheran homes and churches today.
P Luther saw both work and relaxation as gifts from God, a perspective
we can gratefully share five hundred years later. Typical of his
outlook was his observation that “the Christian should be a person of
few words and great deeds.” Joining in a liturgical song from Luther’s
era that could well have been sung in the Luther home as well as in
the City Church of Wittenberg, we join in singing “Kyrie! God,
Father.”
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+ WORD +
FIRST READING

Deuteronomy 6:4–9
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your
heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and
when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 119:89–96
C Forever, O Lord, Your word is firmly fixed in the heavens.
! Your faithfulness endures to all generations; You have established
the earth, and it stands fast.
@ By Your appointment they stand this day, for all things are Your
servants.
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! If Your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in my
affliction.
@ I will never forget Your precepts, for by them You have given me life.
C I am Yours; save me, for I have sought Your precepts.
! The wicked lie in wait to destroy me, but I consider Your testimonies.
@ I have seen a limit to all perfection, but Your commandment is
exceedingly broad.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

SEQUENCE 2: HERITAGE
! Reader 1: The legacy of Martin Luther and his co-workers from the
time of the Reformation certainly is related to our lives of faith. Luther
rediscovered the good news of God’s forgiveness in Christ given by
faith without any merit or worthiness on our part. Luther, in
translating the Old and New Testaments into the language of the
German people, opened Scripture to everyday people and thus
reinvigorated what is called “the priesthood of all believers.” Luther’s
liturgical writing and hymn composition for the Church changed the
shape of sacred music and made it a treasure to be shared by all
Christians in worship. Luther’s focus on “what put forth Christ”
redirected the proclamation of Christian preachers and has
influenced the direction of world Christianity for half a millennium.
@ Luther’s influence reaches far beyond the world of the Church and
local congregations. His emphasis on the value of each person
paved the way for government systems that reflected the will of more
than a ruler or ruling class. Luther’s insistence on education for girls
as well as for boys set the stage for universal education of all
children. His insistence that being married was to be valued as much
as the monastic life chosen by many in his time has elevated the
status of the family. Luther’s love for and contributions to the music
of the Church continue to echo in sanctuaries around the world.
P The psalmist writes: “The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup . . . .
The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a
beautiful inheritance” (Psalm 16:5a, 6). Luther relied on the Lord for
direction throughout his amazingly productive life. We are blessed by
the heritage we have received and gratefully remember the
contribution of the leaders of the Reformation era, as we are directed
to do in the following Epistle from Hebrews.
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EPISTLE

Hebrews 13:7–9
Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Do not be led away
by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be
strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those
devoted to them.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

708 LORD, THEE I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART LSB 708 st. 1
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(Please rise as you are able)
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HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 10:38–42

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman
named Martha welcomed him into her house. And she had a sister called
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching. But Martha
was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said,
“Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her
then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are
anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary.
Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from
her.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Please be seated

750 IF THOU BUT TRUST IN GOD TO GUIDE THEE
LSB 750 sts. 1–4
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SERMON: FAMILY AND HERITAGE
A reflection on the theme family and heritage may be used in conjunction
with the appointed Readings.
(Please rise as you are able)

NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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CATECHISM

The First Article
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
P What does this mean?
C I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members,
my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and
home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly
and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body
and life.
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me
from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.
For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey
Him.
This is most certainly true.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.
We pray as Your people, gracious Lord, for the whole Church, that
the name of Jesus may be honored throughout the world and the
Gospel message of salvation may joyfully be proclaimed. Lord, in
Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P We pray for the nations, mighty Lord, that the things that lead to
peace may be accomplished and that people may live without fear in
all places around the globe. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P We pray for our families, loving Lord, and for the neighborhoods in
which we live. May there be a sense of mutual trust and care in
every place. May the work of elected officials, civil servants, and
caregivers be blessed among us. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P We pray for the armed forces of our nation, defending Lord, that they
may carry out their assignments with a sense of support and
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purpose. Lord in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P We pray for those with special needs this day, caring Lord, as we
remember those who are hospitalized, [including . . .], those who
mourn, the unemployed and underemployed, the chronically ill and
shut-in, and all others whose situations are not known to us at this
time. We also remember those who are traveling away from home in
this season. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Lord of time and of eternity, we thank You for the faithful examples of
devoted Christians of previous generations whose witness and
ministry has blessed us. Guide us that we may continue in the ways
they have established, that one day we may rejoice together
eternally at Your throne. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer. Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Please be seated

OFFERING
Please sign & pass the Welcome Books in the pews during the Offering

895 NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD

LSB 895 st. 1
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REFORMATION-ERA HYMN INTRODUCTION
L In the final pages at the back of our hymnals is a section called
indexes, which give the sources for the texts, tunes, translations, and
arrangements of the music that we sing week by week. The era of
the Reformation has provided the Church with a great treasury of
hymnwriters, including Johann Walter, author of “The Bridegroom
Soon Will Call Us.” Walter has a special place of honor in the history
of music in the Lutheran Church because in 1524 his Geistliches
gesang Buchleyn (which means a small spiritual songbook) was
published. The preface for the book was written by Martin Luther.
The songbook met with great success; almost five hundred years
later, Lutheran congregations are still singing the songs that Walter
chose to include in the little hymnbook.
P Johann Walter’s other special contribution to the music of the Church
comes from the fact that he and an associate by the name of Conrad
Rupsch spent three months at the home of Martin Luther in 1525 to
help Luther adapt music for the Deutsche Messe, an order of service
in the language of the people in the Wittenberg area. The service in
German was first used in the Town Church of Wittenberg on October
29, 1525. Throughout his career as a church musician, Johann
Walter, who is remembered with a day of commemoration on April
24, continued to write hymn texts for school children as well as for
adults in Lutheran congregations, many on the themes of the last
judgment and eternal life. The hymn by Walter that we will sing was
originally thirty-three stanzas. We now sing “The Bridegroom Soon
Will Call Us.”
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SEQUENCE 3: REFORMATION JOURNEY
DESTINATIONS
The PowerPoint presentation that accompanies this section may be used
here.
! A Reformation journey that is focused on the life of Martin Luther
takes the traveler on a circular path. The place where Luther was
born and the house in which he died are only a few blocks away from
each other in the town of Eisleben in central Germany. The house in
which he was born around midnight on November 10, 1483, was a
comfortable living space for Margaretha and Hans Luder and their
growing family in the Saxon mining village. The new baby was taken
by his father from the family home the day after his birth for Holy
Baptism in the church of Sts. Peter and Paul and was named for St.
Martin of Tours, a Christian chaplain of the fourth century, whose day
on the church calendar is November 11. When Martin was three
months old, his family moved to the nearby town of Mansfeld, where
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Martin began his school career, receiving an education according to
the classical model, which included Latin, rhetoric, and logic as well
as music. Luther always treasured his rural roots, enjoyed being out
in the countryside, and included reflections on village life and
elements of folk wisdom in his preaching and writing.
@ No Reformation journey is complete without a visit to the city of
Wittenberg, which is now known officially as Lutherstadt Wittenberg
because of its most famous resident, Martin Luther. In the year 1502,
Elector Frederick the Wise decided to establish a university in his
royal city. It was named the Leucorea University of Electoral Saxony
and soon began to attract local and international students and a
growing faculty. In 1508, Martin Luther was invited to visit the town
and give lectures at the university. His lectures were held in the
Augustinian cloister, which would later become Luther’s home, and
in the Castle Church. Although his first lecture assignment was for
only one semester, he received a permanent assignment to the
school in 1511. Wittenberg would be his home for the rest of his life.
Among his activities in Wittenberg, Luther served as university
lecturer, hymnwriter, counselor and arbiter of legal matters, and
preacher at St. Mary’s, the city church. Beginning in 1508, Luther
lived in the Augustinian cloister in Wittenberg, not far from the town
center. After Luther’s marriage to Katherine von Bora, he was given
this residence to serve as his family home by the elector of Saxony.
Two of the highest places in elevation in the city of Wittenberg are
the Market Square, which today includes a statue of the great
reformer, and the Castle Square, location of All Saints’ Church—also
known as the Castle Church—where Luther’s grave is located. The
famous wooden doors to which he nailed the Ninety-Five Theses in
1517 have been replaced by a permanent bronze “Theses Door”
erected in 1858.
P If there was any specific event that became central to the
Reformation, it was Martin Luther’s appearance before the royal diet,
or assembly, called by Emperor Charles V in the city of Worms, an
imperial fortress city located on the Rhine River. One of the oldest
cities in Germany, it is the location of the Cathedral of St. Peter,
which was already more than three hundred years old when Luther
came to the city in April 1521. Although the building in which Luther
made his courageous stand before the emperor in defense of the
Gospel is no longer extant in Worms, the reformer and his
associates are well remembered in the city through a massive
monument crafted in 1868 that features a number of the major
personalities of the Reformation era surrounding Luther himself. At
the conclusion of his hearing before the emperor, Luther
commended himself to God, saying simply, “God help me. Amen.”
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As Luther left Worms at the end of ten days, his ideas for reforming
the Church contained in the writings he would not disavow were only
beginning to take root and grow in Germany and beyond.
(Please rise as you are able)

CLOSING COLLECT
P Heavenly Father, our help and aide in all situations of life, mercifully
guide and govern us by Your Word and Spirit that in all the cares and
occupations of our life we may always remember that we are ever
walking in Your loving sight; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

919 ABIDE, O DEAREST JESUS LSB 919 sts. 1–4
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If you have trouble reading
this bulletin, we do have full
size bulletins printed. Ask one
of the ushers if you need one.

Keep informed when out of town.
Recent bulletins and
newsletters are now available for
viewing
www.clcfla.org
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Announcements
October 1st – October 7th 2017
THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Tuesday
Wednesday:
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Bible Study
God’s Clothes Closet
Choir
Happy Sew ‘N Sews
Bell Choir
Game Night
Yard Crew
4:30 p.m.
Worship
9:00 a.m.
Bible Class / Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Worship w/communion
Altar Color: Red
First Reading Isaiah 66:1-2
Psalm 119:97-104
Epistle Galatians 4:1-6
Holy Gospel Luke 18:15-17

Coffee Social in the Fellowship Hall

Birthdays this week:
10/02 Ramone Williams
10/03 Kelly Leschner
10/05 Gerry Smith

10/06 Joe Keating
10/07 Jean Hahn

Anniversary this week:
10/01 Bruce & Laurie Timm

35 years

Flowers:
Given by Mickey Denner and family in memory of Nikki and Rey
Lewerentz 25 years in heaven.

Oktoberfest:
Our annual OKTOBERFEST will be held on October 14th, 5-8 pm
Authentic German food and music by the Deuschmeister Blas
band. German beer and wine available. Tickets are $15 dollars
and are available in the Narthex.
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Book of Romans
On Tuesday October 3, 2017 we will begin a Bible Study on the
Book of Romans : Martin Luther called Romans a ‘brilliant light’ and
‘the soul’s daily bread’ which ‘can never be read too often or
‘studied too much’(Preface to Romans) We will end in the middle
of April, so please sign up in the Narthex so we know how much
material to prepare. Please supply your own binder.

500th Anniversary of the Reformation
Lots of plans are being made for events to help us CELEBRATE the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation together as a Family of Faith.
Please plan to be a part of these events, and help as you are
able. Information is available on the bulletin board, in the
newsletters and in the Sunday bulletins.

Attendance total Saturday September 23rd: 22
Attendance total Sunday September 24th: 85
Weighted
YTD Budget
(Jan - August)

Actual Gen’l Fund
YTD Giving
(Jan - August)

$141,900.00

$140,308.14

Dedicated
In YTD
(Jan - August)
$26,640.04

THOSE WHO ARE SERVING YOU
Pastor:

Rev. Paul Meseke

Organist:

Robin Walter

pastor@clcfla.org

This Week

October 8th

Elders:

Josh Hady
Rick Bruner

Josh Hady
Daryl Schaller

Acolytes:

Conor Knoll

Kaylyn Hady

Ushers:

Phil Huntwork
Carol Huntwork
Betty Dunstan
Janice Beamer
Mickey Denner
Bob Love

Kathy Colvin
Robert Jarvis
Karl Kinzer
Janet Kinzer
Brad Colvin
Joyce Jarvis

Phil Huntwork
Carol Huntwork
Barbara Reign

Tom Knoll
Carol Huntwork
Barbara Reign

Greeters:
Reader:
Sound:
Altar Guild:
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We pray for our members
“Church that is a Family”:

Cody Gray had a procedure
removing skin cancer. We pray for her
healing. 1974 Petunia Brooksville FL
34601
Nell Ohff is recovering at home. We
pray for her healing and quick
recovery. 22252 Garmisch Way
Brooksville FL 34601
Kathie Schmidt has returned to the
hospital for another procedure to heal
her esophagus. She will be
hospitalized for 5 weeks after surgery.
6465 Pine Meadows Dr. Spring Hill FL
34606
Joyce Thives is at Northbrook Health &
Rehabilitation. We pray for her
recovery and comfort. 925 Ponce
DeLeon Blvd Lot 36 Brooksville FL 34601

We pray for family and friends
of the congregation:
Dawn (daughter of Ken Eustice) She
had a brain tumor operation and we
pray for Your divine intervention and
strengthening of faith for the family.
Timothy Driscoll (Son of Pearl Stippich)
Has been diagnosed with colon
cancer we pray for proper treatment
and a quick recuperation

Prayer Requests – If you would like to include someone on our prayer list
please write prayer requests to Pastor Meseke. You may also call 352-796-8331 also.

Meredith Tannhauser is now in a
pulmonary rehab in Land O Lakes.
We pray for her healing and recovery.
210 Bell Ave Brooksville FL 34601

Name: ______________________________Contact me at: ______________________

Marilyn Schaller had surgery on her
pelvis on Wednesday at Oak Hospital.
We pray for her healing and comfort.
6 Foxglove Ct. Homosassa FL 34613
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We pray for family and friends of the congregation:
Robert Driscoll (Grandson of Pearl Stippich ) Has undergone
surgery for cancer we pray for a full recovery.
Trevor Clark (great grandson of Pearl Stippich) At 12 years of age
he has been diagnosed with Juvenile Diabetes. We pray for Your
help throughout his life as he lives with diabetes.
Ernest Holcomb (customer of Alan Halladay) After multiple
surgeries Ernest now has a blood infection, we pray for healing
and recuperation.
Cody Gornto (Grandson of Ernie & Nell Ohff) recovering from foot
surgery. We pray for a full recovery.
La Ray Nagele (Friend of Fran Folsom) Has cancer in both of her
breasts and is spreading. We pray for her health and comfort.
Keith Vanlandingham (Son of Gary & Marsha Vanlandingham) is
doing well after having surgery. We thank God for his recovery.
Robert Hilton (son of Theresa Hilton) had a stroke. We pray for his
health and a full recovery.
Drema Gottsman (Daughter-in-law of Marlene Gottsman) received
a pacemaker, with other heart issues. We pray for her
recuperation and health
Please check our newsletter for all on our pray list.

Stewardship Corner
Through His prophet Malachi, God invites us to put Him to the
test. He says to us, “’Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that
there may be food in My house. Test Me in this, ‘says the Lord Almighty,
‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so
much blessing that you will not have room enough for it’” (Malachi
3:10). God wants us to give generously, and He promises to bless
us graciously and abundantly in return. We will be blessed
spiritually, and, in His sovereignty, God may even choose to bless
some of us materially. As we put Him to the test through our
giving, we express our gratitude, faith, and obedience which
pleases God.
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