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As We Gather
Our reward for being called to work in God’s kingdom does not change
based on how long we have been in our Lord’s service. After all, we are
saved by grace through faith, not by works. Isaiah’s call for the wicked and
unrighteous to return to the Lord shows God’s immense compassion for all
people, no matter when they return to Him. God’s ways are not our ways,
yet we continue to work in His kingdom until He calls us when we die. Paul
is struggled with a desire to depart and be with Christ and a desire to go on
living and laboring for the Lord. Death and life contend, but Paul knows life
will win. He knows that Jesus will return, raise the dead, and dwell with
them forever.

PREPARATION
555 Salvation unto Us Has Come

LSB 555 sts. 1–4
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(Please rise as you are able)

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Opening Sentences

Psalm 27:1, 4a, 5

P The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
C The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
P One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after:
C that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
P For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble;
C He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will lift me high
upon a rock.

Confession and Absolution

Psalm 27:6, 9; Isaiah 55:6–7

P As we come to the house of the Lord, we know that we are unworthy of
God’s love. We have sinned against friends and families, neighbors and coworkers.
C We have not loved God with our whole heart. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have grumbled against God and His
authorities. We have sought selfish desires instead of God’s will.
P We turn to God in repentance and implore Him for mercy.
Silence for reflection
P Lord, hide not Your face from us. Turn not Your servants away in anger.
C Do not forsake us, O God of our salvation!
P The prophet Isaiah writes, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call
upon Him while He is near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that He may have
compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” The
Lord is near to you. He has drawn near in the person of Jesus Christ, whose
death and resurrection bring forgiveness, life, and salvation. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen. And now my head shall be lifted up. I will offer sacrifices with
shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord.
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WORD
Introit

Ps. 116:12–13, 15–16; antiphon: Ps. 116:17

P I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of
the LORD.
C What shall I render to the LORD for all his benefits to me?
P I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD.
C Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.
P O LORD, I am your servant;
C I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my
bonds.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of
the LORD.

833 Listen, God Is Calling

LSB 833 sts. ref, 1, 3

© Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no.
100012767.
Public domain
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Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P Let us together pray.
C Lord God, heavenly Father, You are the Author of life. Direct us in
our vocations that we may serve You in humble gratitude, seeking unity
and peace with all people, which is ours by the blood of Christ; through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 55:6–9

“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to our
God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 27:1–9 (antiphon: v. 4a)

P The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
C When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes,
it is they who stumble and fall.
P Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war
arise against me, yet I will be confident.
C One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may
dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the
beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.
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P For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me
under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.
C And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me,
and will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and
make melody to the LORD.
P Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me!
C You have said, “Seek my face.” My heart says to you, “Your face,
LORD, do I seek.”
P Hide not your face from me. Turn not your servant away in anger, O you
who have been my help.
C Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation!

Epistle

Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30

I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really
served to advance the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the
whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.
And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my
imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.
for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and
hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as
always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For
to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard
pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that
is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.
Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for
your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you may have ample cause
to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.
Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that
whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are
standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith
of the gospel, and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a
clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from
God. For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not
only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, engaged in the same conflict
that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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(Please rise as you are able)

Verse

Ephesians 2:8

P Alleluia. By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not
your own doing; it is the gift of God. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel

Matthew 20:1–16

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the
laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going out
about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to
them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give
you.’ So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour,
he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others
standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They
said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the
vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the
last, up to the first.’ And when those hired about the eleventh hour came,
each of them received a denarius. Now when those hired first came, they
thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius.
And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, saying, ‘These
last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a
denarius? Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last
worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what
belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will be first,
and the first last.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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745 In God, My Faithful God

LSB 745 sts. 1–4

Public domain

Sermon: Laboring for the Lord
(Please rise as you are able)

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Dear heavenly Father, You are the Lord of the harvest. Raise up
missionaries who are willing to spread the Gospel of life and salvation to the
ends of the earth. Grant them confidence and zeal to do Your work. Send
Your Holy Spirit into the hearts of those who will hear the Word of Christ,
that they may believe in You. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Lord, You are our rock and our refuge. Grant Your peace to all those who
live in fear, especially immigrants, refugees, and all who are oppressed. Be
their light and their salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Lord, look with favor upon those who are homeless, unemployed, or
underemployed. Grant them patience in the midst of suffering and
meaningful vocations in Your perfect timing. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Lord, we know that Your ways are not our ways, but sometimes we fail
to understand Your will. Strengthen the hearts of those who are coping with
disappointment, especially those struggling with infertility or miscarriage.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Lord, be with those who are nearing the end of life. Send them comfort
and strength as they will soon rest from their labors. Point them to the hope
of Christ’s return and the resurrection of the dead. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Lord, we ask Your blessing and healing upon all who are sick or
recovering, [especially . . .]. Cheer their hearts and heal their bodies
according to Your perfect will. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Lord, comfort those who mourn the death of loved ones, [especially . . .].
We know that to live is Christ and to die is gain. Keep our eyes fixed on
Jesus, hopeful for His return, our resurrection, and the restoration of all
creation. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
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P Lord, You are the source of every good and perfect gift. We rejoice today
with those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, and other special occasions,
[especially . . .]. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Finally, Lord, guide Your Church to live in a manner worthy of the
Gospel of Christ, standing firm in unity and truth as a witness to the world of
Your light and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P We ask all of these things in Your name, O Lord.
C Amen.

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Please be seated

OFFERING
Please sign & pass the Welcome Books in the pews during the Offering

781 We Give Thee But Thine Own

LSB 781 sts. 1–2

Public domain
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(Please rise as you are able)

Luther's Evening Prayer
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You
would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously
keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil
foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you
peace.
C Amen.

826 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying

LSB 826 sts. 1–2, 4

Public domain
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 4. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Announcements
September 24th – September 30th 2017

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Tuesday
Wednesday:
Saturday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.

Bible Study
God’s Clothes Closet
Yard Crew
4:30 p.m.
Worship
9:00 a.m.
Bible Class / Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Worship w/communion
Altar Color: Red

Coffee Social in the Fellowship Hall

Birthdays this week:
09/27 Robert Jarvis
09/27 Trevor Scrivens

Flowers:
Given by Bob Love in loving memory of his mother Helen Love and
sisters, Kathy Love and Alice Zahler.

(Please let the church office know of any changes in your addresses or
phone numbers.)
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Lots of plans are being made for events to help us CELEBRATE the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation together as a Family of Faith.
Please plan to be a part of these events, and help as you are
able. Information is available on the bulletin board, in the
newsletters and in the Sunday bulletins.

Stewardship Corner
King David said, “I will not sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt offerings
that cost me nothing” (2 Samuel 24:24). David knew the
importance of giving to God something meaningful or of value.
David felt that his giving should cost him something. When we
give sacrificially, as David did, we understand that it has less to
do with how much we give than how much we give up. To give
sacrificially means that we give something we love to something
we love even more. For example, we value our money, but we
value God’s love for us even more.

Who could or should consider being a
candidate for the Church Council?
Church members who have a genuine love for Jesus Christ and his
church, who are concerned about God's will - the mission and
direction of their church, who are willing to speak up and work for
the betterment of this community, the family of faith called Christ
Lutheran Church. Prospective council members need not have
experience in church leadership. (Here is where you get that
experience.)

Should I consider being a candidate for the church
council?
The honest answer is - yes, if you are reading this and the above
terms seem to fit you. Talk with Josh Hady or Linda Meseke. We are
looking for candidates for next year. Bless you!
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We pray for our members
“Church that is a Family”:

Daryl Schaller as he deals with the
logistics of getting he and Marilyn
back home to the U.S. We pray for his
strength and patience.
Meredith Tannhauser is now in a
pulmonary rehab in Land O Lakes.
We pray for her healing and recovery.
210 Bell Ave Brooksville FL 34601
Cody Gray had a procedure
removing skin cancer. We pray for her
healing. 1974 Petunia Brooksville FL
34601
Nell Ohff is recovering at home. We
pray for her healing and quick
recovery. 22252 Garmisch Way
Brooksville FL 34601
Kathie Schmidt is recovering from
surgery at home. We pray for a quick
recovery. 6465 Pine Meadows Dr.
Spring Hill FL 34606
Joyce Thives Hospitalized in Bayfront
Brooksville Hospital. We pray for her
recovery and comfort. 925 Ponce
DeLeon Blvd Lot 36 Brooksville FL 34601

Prayer Requests – If you would like to include someone on our prayer list
please write prayer requests to Pastor Meseke. You may also call 352-796-8331 also.

Marilyn Schaller who fell and broke
her pelvis in London is presently in the
hospital in London and undergoing
therapy to enable her to fly home for
further rehab and recuperation. We
pray for her healing and comfort.
6 Foxglove Ct. Homosassa FL 34613

Name: ______________________________Contact me at: ______________________

Karl Queen had surgery cancelled
due to illness. He was sent to ER this
week from falling multiple times. 725
Desoto Ave Apt 29 Brooksville FL 34601
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We pray for family and friends of the congregation:
Franz Walter (husband of Robin Walter) is scheduled for shoulder
surgery this Wednesday. We pray for a successful surgery and a
quick recovery.
Cody Gornto (Grandson of Ernie & Nell Ohff) recovering from foot
surgery. We pray for a full recovery.
La Ray Nagele (Friend of Fran Folsom) Has cancer in both of her
breasts and is spreading. We pray for her health and comfort.
Robert Hilton (son of Theresa Hilton) had a stroke. We pray for his
health and a full recovery.
Keith Vanlandingham (Son of Gary & Marsha Vanlandingham) is
doing well after having surgery. We thank God for his recovery.
Drema Gottsman (Daughter-in-law of Marlene Gottsman) had
successful pacemaker surgery. She had a culture done on her
heart value. We pray for her recovery and health.
Please check our newsletter for all on our pray list.
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What Luther Says
HOW RUINOUS reasoning may become when one believes
in an election to salvation that is based on particular
grace, Luther shows at the close of a sermon in 1534, on
Matt. 20:1-16.
Particular Grace Makes Desperate Those who hold that
God is not willing to favor everybody with salvation
become either desperate or secure, godless people who
spend their lives as cattle and think: After all, it is
already decreed whether I am to be saved or not. Why,
then, should I be inclined to take great pains in the
matter? No, this is not the way to think. You have the
command to hear God’s Word and to believe that Christ
is your Savior and has paid for your sin. See to it that
you carry out this command. If you find yourself
unbelieving or weak, pray God for His Holy Spirit, and
do not doubt that Christ is your Savior and that you to be
saved through Him if you believe in Him, that is,
comfort yourself with Him. Our dear Lord Jesus Christ
grant this to us all. Amen.

35 Days till Reformation
Sunday
If you have trouble reading
this bulletin, we do have full
size bulletins printed. Ask one
of the ushers if you need one.

Keep informed when out of town.
Recent bulletins and
newsletters are now available for
viewing
www.clcfla.org
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