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AS WE GATHER  

In verse 2 of Genesis, chapter 1, it states that in the beginning, 
“darkness was over the face of the deep.” The first recorded words 
spoken by God are “Let there be light.” And there was light, created as 
part of God’s good creation. There is another darkness in the world 
now—the darkness of sin. But again we hear of God’s bringing light 
through Jesus, the Son of God, who says, “I am the light of the world.” 
As those who reflect the light of Christ, we have a clear vision not only of 
this darkened world but, as children of the true light, we can look forward 
to the brightness of the new heaven and the new earth promised by our 
Lord. 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

549 ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS' NAME  
                                                                        LSB 549 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 
 

(Please rise as you are able) 
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INVOCATION 
  
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

 
OPENING SENTENCES           Revelation 19:1–2, 5–7 
 
P Praise our God, all you His servants, you who fear Him, small and 

great. 
C For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and 

exult and give Him the glory. 
 
P Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 
C for His judgments are true and just. 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  
P As children of the light and well beloved by our gracious God, let us 

come with confidence before the throne of grace to confess our sins 
and to receive absolution. 

C Almighty God, whose compassion never fails, we come before 
You in penitence. We know that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean and that we have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed. Grant us Your mercy, and spare us from the just 
punishment of our sin, which our Lord Jesus Christ has borne 
for us on the cross. Renew us by Your Hoy Spirit, that we may 
walk in the light of Your love, now and forever. 

 
P God has promised to grant His forgiveness to all who repent of their 

sins and turn to Him for mercy. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. May our God 
keep you in His grace, lead you in ways of faith and obedience, and 
bring you to live with Him forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

+ WORD + 
 

INTROIT                 Psalm 143:2, 5–6, 10–11; antiphon: v. 1 
 
P Hear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to my pleas for mercy! In Your 

faithfulness answer me, in Your righteousness! 
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C Enter not into judgment with Your servant, for no one living is 
righteous before You. 

 
P I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that You have done; I 

ponder the work of Your hands. 
C I stretch out my hands to You; my soul thirsts for You like a 

parched land. 
P Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God! Let Your good Spirit 

lead me on level ground! 
C For Your name’s sake, O Lord, preserve my life! In Your 

righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 
 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
P Hear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to my pleas for mercy! In Your 

faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 
 
 

 

833 LISTEN, GOD IS CALLING LSB 833 sts. ref, 1, 3 

 

 

 

 
 
© Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License .NET, no. 100012767. 
Public domain 
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SALUTATION  
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
P Let us pray. 

 
C   Almighty God, our heavenly Father, You graciously forgive our 

sins and lead us from darkness into light. By the working of the 
Holy Spirit, direct our lives that we may bring that light of Your 
grace to our world that, as Your beloved children, we may fulfill 
Your fatherly will. This we ask in the name of Jesus, Your Son, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Zephaniah 1:7–16 

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; the 
LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests.  And on the 
day of the LORD’s sacrifice—“I will punish the officials and the king’s 
sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire.  On that day I will 
punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, and those who fill their 
master’s house with violence and fraud.  “On that day,” declares the 
LORD, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second 
Quarter, a loud crash from the hills.  Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!  
For all the traders are no more; all who weigh out silver are cut off.  At 
that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men 
who are complacent, those who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not 
do good, nor will he do ill.’ Their goods shall be plundered, and their 
houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit 
them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from 
them.”  The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the 
sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud 
there.  A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day 
of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds 
and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the 
fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.  

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM             Psalm 90:1–12 
 
P Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
C Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had 

formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting 
You are God. 

 
P You return man to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!” 
C For a thousand years in Your sight are but as yesterday when it 

is past, or as a watch in the night. 
 
C You sweep them away as with a flood; they are like a dream, like 

grass that is renewed in the morning: in the morning it 
flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. 

 
P For we are brought to an end by Your anger; by Your wrath we are 

dismayed. 
C You have set our iniquities before You, our secret sins in the 

light of Your presence. 
 
P For all our days pass away under Your wrath; we bring our years to 

an end like a sigh. 
C The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength 

eighty; yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, 
and we fly away. Who considers the power of Your anger, and 
Your wrath according to the fear of You? 

 
P So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 

EPISTLE  1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no 

need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware 
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people 
are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will 
come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they 
will not escape. But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to 
surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of the 
day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, 
as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. For those who sleep, 
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sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. But since we 
belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has not 
destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might 
live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build one another 
up, just as you are doing. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

GRADUAL       Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5 

P These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
C They have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb. 
 
P Blessed are those whose strength is in You, 
C in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
 
 

676 BEHOLD A HOST, ARRAYED IN WHITE  LSB 676 st. 2 
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Public domain 

(Please rise as you are able) 

 

VERSE Matt. 25:29a 

P  Alleluia. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have 
an abundance. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 25:14–30 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants 
and entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he 
went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and 
traded with them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had 
the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one 
talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after 
a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with 
them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing 
five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I 
have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 
and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also who had the two 
talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; 
here I have made two talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set 
you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had 
received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be 
a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you 
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scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master answered him, 
‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not 
sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have 
received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him and 
give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will more 
be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into 
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 

 
 
725 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER  

 

 

 
 
© Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 
100012767. 
Public domain 
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SERMON: “Not of Darkness”  

 

 

 

 

 

(Please rise as you are able) 

 

 
CREED The Second Article 
 
P In the Second Article, we confess the work of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, who takes away our sin and rescues us from the snares of 
the devil. We confess: 

C And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

 
P What does this mean? 
C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father 

from all eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is 
my Lord,  
 
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, 
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the 
power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death,  
 
that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and 
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness,  
 
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  
 
This is most certainly true. 
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OFFERING  

 

 
 
781 WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN        sts. 1–2 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 
 
 
LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER  
 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 

dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray 
that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, 
and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 
me. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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918 GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT REDEEMER  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 4. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good 

News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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November 19th – November 25th 2017 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Tuesday  7:00 p.m.   Bible Class 

Wednesday:  9:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.   God’s Clothes Closet 

Wednesday  7:00 p.m.   Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Saturday:     Yard Crew 

Saturday:  4:30 p.m.   Worship Service 

Sunday:  9:00 a.m.            Bible Class / Sunday School    

10:00 a.m.           Worship w/communion  

Altar Color: Green 

Old Testament   Ezekiel 34:11-16,20-24 

Psalm 95:1-7a 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 

             Holy Gospel Matthew 25:31-46 

Coffee Social in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Birthdays this week: 

11/19  Bruce Timm   11/24 Betty Dunstan 

11/20  Thomas Gray   11/24 Phyllis Smith 

11/23  Flora Hite 

Flowers: 

Given by Bob Love in memory his father, Robert K. Love 

Given by Betty Dunstan in memory of Jesse Dunstan celebrating 

his 12th year in heaven on November 19th. 

Given by Kathy and Brad Colvin celebrating “GOTSHA” Day No.6! 

We love Christian ever so much.  Continued praise for all your 

studies and what’s ahead for you!  God’s blessings on you! 

December Newsletter 

Please submit any articles you want in the December Newsletter 

by this Wednesday, November 22nd! 

RightNow Media 

Have you checked your email for the invitation to RightNow 

Media?  If you have not gotten an invite, please check with the 

church office to see if we have your correct email address. 
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A Show Palace Christmas Spectacular 

The LWML/ Mary Martha group has paid for 32 good seats at the 

December 10th 1 pm show at the Show Palace in Hudson FL. 

This year is A DOO WOP Christmas.  The group is selling the 

dinner/show tickets for $40.00 each.  They are 10 seats available. 

Please sign your name to the list in the narthex.     

Checks should be made to the Mary Martha Group 

 

Can you help out in the God’s Clothes Closet? 

Our current volunteer sorters are asking if any of you are available 

to help sort through the donated clothes given to God’s Clothes 

Closet.  They do the sorting on Wednesday’s when the God’s 

Clothes Closet is opened from 9:30 – 1pm.  Any amount of time 

within those hours would be appreciated.    

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS – (okay, so I’m a little early!) 

It’s time to start writing those Christmas letters and addressing cards to 
family & friends. 

This year we will, again, put up a Christmas tree in the Narthex for you to 
“decorate” with your Christmas cards to family and friends here at 

Christ Lutheran.  (Saves on postage!) 
Look for the tree to be in the Narthex the first week of December.  There 

will be ribbons available for attaching to the tree. 
 
 

 

 

 

Stewardship Corner 

When things aren’t going well, we may find it difficult to be 

thankful.  We look at our problems and think, “Woe is me!”  God’s 

Word, however, tells us: “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks 

in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 

Thessalonians 5:16-18).  How is this possible?  Only as we focus on 

Christ can we be thankful, no matter what our circumstances 

are.  Study the Biblical saints: Paul and Silas singing in prison; Peter 

and John rejoicing that they are counted worthy to suffer for 

Christ.  Their secret was their focus on Christ instead of 

themselves. 
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Christmas in our Clothes Closet 

If you wish to donate Christmas gifts to children visiting the Clothes 

Closet during the coming Advent season, they would be most 

welcome.  Flyers are being given to the people who are coming 

to the clothes closet, that they can pick up donated toys on 

Wednesday, December 13th. 

The Clothes Closet needs unwrapped toys valued at $10.00 or less 

so they can be handed out to the children.  We expect happy 

smiles and laughter from them, provided, as always, by our church 

family. 

Thank you so much for your generosity.   

Toys can be left in the Narthex in the Christmas paper wrapped 

boxes. 

The Mission Board and Clothes Closet Staff. 

Thank you to the Happy Sew ‘N Sews 

An idea was shared to the Happy Sew ‘N Sews this week that 

required making small blankets for stuffed animals that were being 

donated by members to the Clothes Closet.  The Happy Sew ‘N 

Sews sewed some blankets up with what flannel material they had 

on hand this week.  Each bear or stuffed animal will hopefully have 

a blanket that the children can snuggled with when sad. 
I’m Your Burden Buddy 

…Author Unknown 

I’m not a very fancy buddy – I’m plain and 

rather small. 

Even so, someone who loves you, said that I 

should come to call. 

Hide me underneath your bed – or set me on a 

shelf, 

And when you get discouraged I will do my 

best to help. 

I brought my favorite blanket – that I 

snuggle when I am sad. 

It’s a present from my granny, made for days 

when things seem bad. 

My granny always told me, “Life is like a 

patchwork quilt. 

Just give Jesus all the pieces, and He’ll 

make a pretty quilt.” 

I don’t always see the pattern, sometimes He 

seems so far away. 

Then I clutch my favorite blanket, and I 

pray. . and pray. . . and pray. 

For I’m just a “Burden Buddy” – from someone 

who really cares. 

When you see me, please remember 

You are in their thoughts and in their 

prayers. 



16 

 

We pray for our members 

“Church that is a Family”:  
 

 

Art Weyde had his cat scan showed 

that he is clean! We offer a pray of 

thanks! 

Leona (Lee) Janashek is in Atria Park 

Memory Care Baypoint Village.    We 

pray for her peace and comfort. 7927 

State Road 52 Room # LG234 
Hudson Fl 34667. 

Shirley Schuknecht is recovering at 

home from surgery she had done on 

her foot. We pray for healing and 

comfort.  12402 Maleo Road Weeki 

Wachee, FL 34614 

 

We pray for family and friends of 

the congregation: 

 

John Digges (a former member and 

elder) has high blood pressure causing 

kidney failure.  He is prepared for home 

dialysis. 

Lonny Staylor (Nell Ohff’s cousin) was 

diagnosed with bone marrow 

problems.  We pray for a successful trial 

treatment. 

Amanda Florio (niece of Bert Florio) is 

recovering at home from having a 

tumor removed from her brain.  We 

pray for her recovery and strength. 

 

We pray for our relatives or 

friends serving our country: 

Breanna Crouse (Granddaughter of 

Henrietta Rice) is a nurse in the army 

and is waiting for her deployment 

orders.  We pray for her comfort. 

 

Please check our newsletter for all on 

our pray list. 
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