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AS WE GATHER  

As we await the final coming of the Lord, we prepare ourselves faithfully 
for the final day. Our lives are filled with the kind of eager expectation 
that awaited the arrival of a bridegroom to a feast in Jesus’ day. We do 
not know the time of that arrival, but we are certain about it happening. 
Our preparation for the final day of earth or our final day on earth flows 
from our Baptism and is enriched by our interaction with the saints of 
God gathered for worship. We gather in the Lord’s house and at His 
Table, joyfully anticipating the feast to come. 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

940 HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE THY NAME LSB 940 sts. 1–5 
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5 Holy Father, Holy Son, 
    Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
Though in essence only one, 
    Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee 
While we own the mystery. 

 
Public domain 
 

INVOCATION  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Revelation 15:3–4 

P Great and amazing are Your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! 
C Just and true are Your ways, O King of the nations! 
 
P Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? 
C For You alone are holy. 
 
P All nations will come and worship You, 
C for Your righteous acts have been revealed. Alleluia! 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

P Let us confess our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 
 
C Merciful Father, we bring before You our confession, imploring 

Your mercy for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. We are 
sinful from birth and daily add to that burden. Our actions have 
been thoughtless and have resulted in evil. Our words have 
been hurtful, and we have not always honored Your name in our 
speaking. We have left undone many things that could have 
brought glory and praise to You. O Lord, grant us Your grace 
and the blessing of forgiveness. By the renewing work of the 
Holy Spirit, lead us to amend our sinful lives, that we may grow 
daily in righteousness and be bringers of peace in our time. 

 
P Because of the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus, God promises full and 

free forgiveness. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive 
you all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be. 

C Amen. 
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+ WORD + 
 

INTROIT Psalm 84:1, 9–12; antiphon: v. 3 

P Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may lay her young, at Your altars, O Lord of hosts, my 
King and my God. 

C How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 
 
P Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of Your anointed! 
C For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
 
P I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in 

the tents of wickedness. 
C For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor 

and honor. 
 
P No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly. 
C O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in You! 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
P Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 

where she may lay her young, at Your altars, O Lord of hosts, my 
King and my God. 

 
 

KYRIE  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

763 WHEN PEACE, LIKE A RIVER LSB 763 sts. 1, ref, 4 
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Public domain 
 

SALUTATION  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Let us pray. 
 

C   Lord Jesus, You have called Your people to love justice and to 
do acts of kindness. Grant that we may be bearers of Your 
justice in the world, awaiting the time of Your return as judge on 
the Last Day; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
with Father and the Holy Spirit is worshiped and glorified, now 
and eternally. 

 Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Amos 5:18–24 

Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! 
Why would you have the day of the LORD? 

It is darkness, and not light, 
as if a man fled from a lion, 
and a bear met him, 

or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, 
and a serpent bit him. 

Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light, 
and gloom with no brightness in it? 

“I hate, I despise your feasts, 
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
I will not accept them; 

and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, 
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I will not look upon them. 
Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 
But let justice roll down like waters, 

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

PSALM Psalm 70 

P Make haste, O God, to deliver me! O Lord, make haste to help me! 

 
Women: Let them be put to shame and confusion who seek my life! 

Let them be turned back and brought to dishonor who desire 
my hurt! 

 
Men: Let them turn back because of their shame who say, “Aha, 

Aha!” 
 
Women: May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You! May those 

who love Your salvation say evermore, “God is great!” 

 
Men: But I am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God! You are my 

help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay! 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 

EPISTLE  1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who 
are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For 
since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we 
declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

GRADUAL Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5 

P These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
C They have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb. 
 
P Blessed are those whose strength is in You, 
C in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
 

(Please rise as you are able) 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 25:1–13 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  Five of them were foolish, and 
five were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 
with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at 
midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.’ Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us 
and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while 
they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward 
the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he 
answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for 
you know neither the day nor the hour. 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

Please be seated 
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516 WAKE, AWAKE, FOR NIGHT IS FLYING  LSB 516 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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SERMON: Let Justice Roll Down like Waters, 
               and Righteousness like an Ever-flowing Stream 
 

(Please rise as you are able)  
 

CREED First Article 

P In the First Article, we confess that our bodies are a gift of God. It is 
the gracious action of our Creator that continues to preserve us 
during our earthly life. That care continues beyond death as we look 
forward to everlasting life. We confess: 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 

 
P What does this mean? 
C I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has 

given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, 
my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
 
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 
home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly 
and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body 
and life. 
 
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me 
from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine 
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. 
For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey 
Him. 
 
This is most certainly true. 

  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all 
people according to their needs. 
 
We pray for the Church, the gathering of God’s forgiven people, that 
we may support and encourage one another as we await the day of 
the Lord’s return. 

C In mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
P We pray for our nation, our state, our local community, and our 

neighborhoods. May justice roll down like waters and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream in our courts and in all centers of 
government, that we may lead lives that are peaceful and peaceable. 

C In mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
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P We pray for those who serve among us as leaders in the Church, 
that they may find support and joy in their service. We pray that 
many young men and women would be led into vocations of service 
in the Church, encouraged by our prayers and our gifts. 

C In mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
P We pray for those with special need for our petitions in these times, 

including the sick and hospitalized, the shut-ins, those facing 
challenges in employment or in other parts of their lives, that their 
needs may be met according to God’s gracious plan. This day we 
remember [names . . . and] all those in need of our prayers. 

C In mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
P We pray, O Lord, that we may use all of the good gifts You have 

given us with thanksgiving, caring for our own bodies, using the 
talents we have been given, and seeking to be the neighbors and 
friends You have designed us to be. 

C In mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
P We thank You, Lord, for the witness left to us by Your saints, those 

we have known personally in our lives and those from times past 
whose witness continues to inspire and inform us. May Your Holy 
Spirit lead us each day to be those people who do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with You as we await the resurrection of 
the body and the life everlasting. 

C In mercy, Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
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For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
 

THEME SEQUENCE  

P In the Third Article we confess, “I believe in the resurrection of the 
body.” This simple statement affirms many important things. It serves 
as a reminder that our bodies are God’s gift to us and that we are a 
special part of creation. As humans, created in the image of God, we 
have a singular promise: after death, our bodies will be resurrected 
and restored. 

 
P To the Corinthians, Paul writes of the last times: “The trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 
changed.” To the Philippians he writes that our Lord Jesus Christ 
“will transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body, by the 
power that enables Him even to subject all things to Himself.” 

 
P Lutherans have confidently sung about the resurrection of the dead 

for generations. One hymn, written by a contemporary of Martin 
Luther, has been in Lutheran hymnals for centuries. Together we 
sing the first and last stanzas of “This Body in the Grave We Lay.” 

 

759 THIS BODY IN THE GRAVE WE LAY sts. 1, 3, 7 

Tune “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” 

1 This body in the grave we lay 
There to await that solemn day 
When God Himself shall bid it rise 
To mount triumphant to the skies. 

 
3 The soul forever lives with God, 

Who freely hath His grace bestowed 
And through His Son redeemed it here 
From ev’ry sin, from ev’ry fear. 

 
7 So help us, Jesus, ground of faith; 

Thou hast redeemed us by Thy death 
From endless death and set us free. 
We laud and praise and worship Thee. 

 
Public domain 



12 

 

OFFERING  
 

 (Please rise as you are able) 
 

BENEDICTION  

P God the Father bless your lives and your deeds with His peace. 
God the T Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, fill your hearts and your days 
with hope. 
God the Holy Spirit be with you to make your lives expressions of 
God’s gracious and abiding love, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

514 The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us  

 

 

 

 
 
© 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012767. 
Public domain 
 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 4. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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November 12th – November 18th 2017 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Tuesday  7:00 p.m.   LWML Mary Martha Meeting 

Wednesday:  9:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.   God’s Clothes Closet 

Wednesday  7:00 p.m.   Choir 

Thursday  7:00 p.m.   Bell Choir 

Friday  5:00 p.m.   49er’s Turkey Dinner 

Saturday:     Yard Crew 

Saturday:  4:30 p.m.   Worship Service 

Sunday:  9:00 a.m.            Bible Class / Sunday School    

10:00 a.m.           Worship w/communion  

Altar Color: Green 

Old Testament   Zephaniah 1:7-16 

Psalm 90:1-12 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

             Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14-30 

Coffee Social in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Birthdays this week: 

11/12 Elina Davis   11/17 Richard Wajda 

11/15 Kathy Henk   

Anniversaries this week: 

11/16 John & Sharon Kostner   43 years 

11/16  Ed & Janet Possin  54 years 

11/17  Art & Mickey Weyde  61 years 

11/18 Brad & Beth Landon  28 years 

Flowers: 

Given by Helen Hegner in honor of our military 

Memorial: 

Given by Allen & Velma Montag to the General fund in memory of 

Fred Jordan.  

49er’s are having their Turkey dinner this Friday, November 17th @ 

5pm.  Bring a dish to share and enjoy an evening of thankfulness 

and fellowship. 
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Thank you: 

Thank you to this congregation for all the cards and expressions of 

gratitude and wonderful pizza lunch given for myself and Lind and 

Grace. 

Truly we are blessed to be a part of this congregation. 

Thank you to the LWML Mary Martha woman’s group, the 49’ers, 

and the Dart Ball group for the pizza. It WAS a SPECIAL surprise. 

Special thanks to all the ladies who helped with the lunch and 

clean up. Thank you to Sharon Lowe for making the delicious cake 

and to Phil Huntwork as the pizza delivery man. 

As I said we have been blessed by all or you and I pray we may be 

a blessing to you all for years to come. 

Paul & Linda and Grace Meseke 

 

 Voters’ Assembly Meeting 

Next Sunday, November 19th in the Fellowship Hall at 8:45 AM.  The 

2018 Budget will be discussed and voted on.  The 2018 

Nominations of officers will be discussed and voted on.  Please 

plan to attend. 

Attention ushers and greeters!  

Mr Alan will be gone November 19. Therefore there will be no 

reminder phone calls. Please check the schedule and usher or 

greet as planned.  Thank you!    

 Altar Guild Meeting: 

Saturday, November 18th @ 9 am in the choir room.  All who are or 

want to serve on the altar guild please attend. 

RightNow Media 

Have you checked your email for the invitation to RightNow 

Media?  If you have not gotten an invite, please check with the 

church office to see if we have your correct email address. 

 

 



15 

 

Can you help out in the God’s Clothes Closet? 

Our current volunteer sorters are asking if any of you are available 

to help sort through the donated clothes given to God’s Clothes 

Closet.  They do the sorting on Wednesday’s when the God’s 

Clothes Closet is opened from 9:30 – 1pm.  Any amount of time 

within those hours would be appreciated.    

A Show Palace Christmas Spectacular 

The LWML/ Mary Martha group reserved 32 good seats at the 

December 10th 1 pm show at the Show Palace in Hudson FL. 

This year is A DOO WOP Christmas.  The group is selling the 

dinner/show tickets for $40.00 each.  Please sign the names of who 

will be going on the sheet in the Narthex.  Checks should be made 

to the Mary Martha Group 

Christmas in our Clothes Closet 

If you wish to donate Christmas gifts to children visiting the Clothes 

Closet during the coming Advent season, they would be most 

welcome. 

The Clothes Closet needs unwrapped toys valued at $10.00 or less 

so they can be handed out to the children.  We expect happy 

smiles and laughter from them, provided, as always, by our church 

family. 

Thank you so much for your generosity.   

Toys can be left in the Narthex in the Christmas paper wrapped 

boxes. 

The Mission Board and Clothes Closet Staff. 

Stewardship Corner 

It is true that God “sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous” 

without distinction (Matthew 5:45), but He tells us that blessings 

come to those who share with others (Acts20:35).  He asks us to 

share our material blessings, our time, and our gifts.  Most 

importantly, God asks us to share His Word.  “Feed my sheep” 

(John21:17), Jesus told Peter, and we, as His stewards, continue to 

carry out that command. 
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We pray for our members 

“Church that is a Family”:  
 

 

Leona (Lee) Janashek is in Atria Park 

Memory Care Baypoint Village.    We 

pray for her peace and comfort. 7927 

State Road 52 Room # LG234 
Hudson Fl 34667. 

 

Shirley Schuknecht is recovering at 

home from surgery she had done on 

her foot. We pray for healing and 

comfort.  12402 Maleo Road Weeki 

Wachee, FL 34614 

 

 

 

 

We pray for family and friends of 

the congregation: 

 

Amanda Florio (niece of Bert Florio) is 

recovering at home from having a 

tumor removed from her brain.  We 

pray for her recovery and strength. 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray for our relatives or 

friends serving our country: 

Breanna Crouse (Granddaughter of 

Henrietta Rice) is a nurse in the army 

and is waiting for her deployment 

orders.  We pray for her comfort. 

 

Please check our newsletter for all on 

our pray list. 
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