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AS WE GATHER
The Readings for today focus on living together under the kingship
of God. Joseph forgave his brothers, even though they had sold
him into slavery. Paul urges us not to quarrel over opinions about
earthly matters, but to honor the Lord in all we do. Jesus tells a
parable about God’s overwhelming forgiveness and how such
forgiveness leads us to forgive others. We can live under the
kingship of God only because He has forgiven our sins. In Jesus,
God has removed our sins as far as the east is from the west. We
practice such forgiveness with one another, living together as the
family of Christ.

+ PREPARATION +
845 WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE PREVAIL

5

Let us recall that in our midst
Dwells Christ, His only Son;
As members of His body joined
We are in Him made one.
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For love excludes no race or clan
That names the Savior’s name;
His family embraces all
Whose Father is the same.

© 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012767.
Public domain
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(Please rise as you are able)

INVOCATION
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

Psalm 103:1–5

P
C

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless His holy name!

P
C

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all His benefits,

P
C

who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,

P
C

who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

P
C

who satisfies you with good
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P

C

P

The Lord works righteousness and justice for all who are
oppressed. Joseph’s brothers cast him into a pit, sold him into
slavery, and then lied to their father about what had
happened.
We, too, are guilty of sinning against our own families. We
have harmed our brothers and sisters. We have lied to our
parents. We have covered up our sins, hoping to get away
with evil.
We turn to our heavenly Father, who is merciful and gracious,
and repent of our sins.

Silence for reflection
P

As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord
shows compassion to those who fear Him. He showed
compassion to us by sending His Son, Jesus Christ, who died for
our forgiveness and rose again to bring us new life. Because of
Jesus, God does not deal with us according to our sins, nor
repay us according to our iniquities. Therefore, as a called and
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C

ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen. As far as the east is from the west, so far does God
remove our transgressions from us.

+ WORD +
INTROIT

Ps. 143:1–2; antiphon: Ps. 143:9
Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD!
I have fled to you for refuge!
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy!
In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness!
Enter not into judgment with your servant,
for no one living is righteous before you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD!
C I have fled to you for refuge!

P
C
P
C
P
C
C

833 LISTEN, GOD IS CALLING

© Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License .NET, no. 100012767.
Public domain
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SALUTATION
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P

C

Let us pray.
C O God, our righteousness, restore the broken relationships
in Your Church, especially between family members. Provide
reconciliation and peace where Satan has sown division and
discord, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Genesis 50:15–21
When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they
said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all
the evil that we did to him.” So they sent a message to Joseph,
saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, ‘Say to
Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their
sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the
transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph
wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell
down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” But
Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As
for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to
bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are
today. So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.”
Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

Psalm 103:1–12 (antiphon: v. 13)

Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits,
who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
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P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

who satisfies you with good
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
The LORD works righteousness
and justice for all who are oppressed.
He made known his ways to Moses,
his acts to the people of Israel.
The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always chide,
nor will he keep his anger forever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far does he remove our transgressions from us.

EPISTLE

Romans 14:1–12
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to
quarrel over opinions. One person believes he may eat anything,
while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not the one who
eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who
abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has
welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of
another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he
will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand.
One person esteems one day as better than another, while
another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully
convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day,
observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of
the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who
abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. For
none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then,
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this
end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the
dead and of the living.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you
despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment
seat of God; for it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.”
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So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Please rise as you are able)

VERSE

Matthew 6:14
P Alleluia. If you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL
P
C

Matthew 18:21–35

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth
chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven
times?”
Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy
times seven.
“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began to
settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand
talents. And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment
to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity
for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him
the debt. But when that same servant went out, he found one of
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing
him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his
fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience
with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in
prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw
what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they
went and reported to their master all that had taken place. Then
his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And
should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had
mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father
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will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from
your heart.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Please be seated

843 "FORGIVE OUR SINS AS WE FORGIVE"

© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012767.
Public domain

SERMON: FORGIVENESS IN THE FAMILY OF CHRIST
(Please rise as you are able)

NICENE CREED
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
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begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

C

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for
all people according to their needs.
Dear heavenly Father, look with favor upon the nations of the
world, especially those suffering from war, conflict, disease,
and famine. Be their peace and healer. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C

Lord, You have made us the light of the world. Help us bring
Your light and love to our workplaces. Direct us to treat our
employers, employees, and co-workers with fairness and
grace, forgiving wrongs as we have been forgiven in Christ.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P

Lord, You have given us the wonderful gifts of families and

P
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C
P

C
P

C
P

C
P

C

friends. Look with favor upon our relationships. Bring
reconciliation where there is division. Bring love where there is
anger. Bring hope where there is despair. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord, send Your forgiveness to all those who are weighed
down by guilt. Bring Your resurrection hope to all those who
hide their sins in shame. Remind them of the baptismal waters,
which give them a new identity: child of God. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord, we pray for all those who are sick, [especially . . .]. Heal
their diseases, and redeem their lives from the pit. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord, we rejoice today with those who celebrate. Thank You
for all the benefits You have shown to [names of those
celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, or other joyful events]. We
bless Your holy name for Your continued compassion and
steadfast love. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord, be with all those who are grieving the loss of loved ones.
Today we remember the families of [names of those who have
died recently]. Comfort them with the power of Your
resurrection hope. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C

Finally, Lord, bless Your Church here and scattered throughout
the world. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. Keep us mindful of Your gracious
forgiveness shown to us, the family of Christ. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

P
C

All these things we bring before You, O Lord.
Amen.

P

LORD'S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
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Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
Please be seated

OFFERING
Please sign & pass the Welcome Books in the pews during the Offering

781 WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN

Public domain

(Please rise as you are able)

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray
that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong,
and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
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BENEDICTION
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

816 FROM ALL THAT DWELL BELOW THE SKIES

Public domain
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 4. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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Announcements
September 17th – September 23rd 2017
THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Wednesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday
Thursday
Saturday:
Saturday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

9:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

God’s Clothes Closet
Choir
Happy Sew N’ Sews
Bell Choir
Yard Crew
4:30 p.m.
Worship
6-8 pm
Reformation Who’s Who
9:00 a.m.
Bible Class / Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Worship w/communion
Altar Color: Green
Readings: Isaiah 55:6-9
Psalm 27:1-9
Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30
Matthew 20:1-16

Coffee Social in the Fellowship Hall

Birthdays this week:
09/18 Janet Sowinski
09/21 Deborah Knoll

09/21 Alan Krasemann
09/21 Robin Walter

Anniversary this week:
09/20 Fred & Susan Fuller

37 years

Thank You:
I am overwhelmed by the cards and good wishes sent my way
from my church family – I am so blessed. Thanks to all of you. Nell

New Phone Number:
Janice Beamer – (352) 442-1502
(Please let the church office know of any changes in your addresess or
phone numbers.)
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REFORMATION WHO’S WHO PARTY – THIS Saturday, Sept
23rd 6-8 p.m.! Tickets are available in the Narthex TODAY. Make
plans to come to this Reformation Celebration Event! $10 per
ticket. Great food menu – Pulled Pork, Potato Salad, Applesauce
and more. Get your tickets early!!
Lots of plans are being made for events to help us CELEBRATE the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation together as a Family of Faith.
Please plan to be a part of these events, and help as you are
able. Information is available on the bulletin board, in the
newsletters and in the Sunday bulletins.

Stewardship Corner
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Each man should give what he has decided in
his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). This verse does not have to be
taken literally to mean that we must smile when we give.
However, it does say that we are to give our gifts from hearts
filled with joy and gratitude for all the blessings from God. Gifts
from the heart are given joyfully rather than as an obligation. We
give cheerfully and willingly because, through faith, we
acknowledge that all we have God has given to us, and we
want to return to Him a portion of those gifts.

Who could or should consider being a
candidate for the Church Council?
Church members who have a genuine love for Jesus Christ and his
church, who are concerned about God's will - the mission and
direction of their church, who are willing to speak up and work for
the betterment of this community, the family of faith called Christ
Lutheran Church. Prospective council members need not have
experience in church leadership. (Here is where you get that
experience.)

Should I consider being a candidate for the church
council?
The honest answer is - yes, if you are reading this and the above
terms seem to fit you. Talk with a pastor or a member of the
Church Council. We are looking for candidates for next year.
And.... bless you!
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Cody Gray had a procedure
removing skin cancer this week. We
pray for her healing. 1974 Petunia
Brooksville FL 34601
Nell Ohff is recovering at home. We
pray for her healing and quick
recovery. 22252 Garmisch Way
Brooksville FL 34601
Kathie Schmidt is recovering from
surgery at home. We pray for a quick
recovery. 6465 Pine Meadows Dr.
Spring Hill FL 34606
Joyce Thives is in now in SpringHill
Health & Rehab. We pray for her
recovery and comfort. 925 Ponce
DeLeon Blvd Lot 36 Brooksville FL 34601

Name: ______________________________Contact me at: ______________________

Meredith Tannhauser is hospitalized
after falling and breaking three ribs.
She was bleeding internally. We pray
for her healing and recovery. 210 Bell
Ave Brooksville FL 34601

Prayer Requests – If you would like to include someone on our prayer list
please write prayer requests to Pastor Meseke. You may also call 352-796-8331 also.

We pray for our members
“Church that is a Family”:
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We pray for family and friends of the congregation:
Cody Gornto (Grandson of Ernie & Nell Ohff) recovering from foot
surgery. We pray for a full recovery.
La Ray Nagele (Friend of Fran Folsom) Has cancer in both of her
breasts and is spreading. We pray for her health and comfort.
Robert Hilton (son of Theresa Hilton) had a stroke. We pray for his
health and a full recovery.
Keith Vanlandingham (Son of Gary & Marsha Vanlandingham) is
doing well after having surgery. We thank God for his recovery.
Drema Gottsman (Daughter-in-law of Marlene Gottsman) had
successful pacemaker surgery. She had a culture done on her
heart value. We pray for her recovery and health.
Please check our newsletter for all on our pray list.
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