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MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 3 

 

FOR YOU, TO BEAR YOUR FLESH IN WEAKNESS 

 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

The grass is always greener on the other side. So we lie to ourselves. 

Blinded to how blessed we are, we covet what God has given to 

another. We long to switch places with another whom we deem to 

be living the good life. 

While such desires on our part reveal our sinful myopia, God does 

ordain a grand switch. First, He promises that the proud will be 

humbled and the humble will be exalted. Mary sings of this upon her 

pregnancy. It is a theme that is woven throughout Scripture. 

There is a far grander swapping of places that occurs. Jesus humbles 

Himself so that you are filled with good things, even the greatest 

things. This is the great exchange. Jesus humbles Himself, taking on 

your sin along with the punishment and death it incurs. You receive 

His righteousness and the eternal life that it merits. 

The prophets had promised it of old. Mary sees it fulfilled in her Son, 

so she sings: 

The Savior came in meekness 

For you, for you, to bear your flesh in weakness. 
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332 Savior of the Nations, Come   
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+ PREPARATION + 

PSALM Psalm 113 

P Praise the LORD! 

Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD! 
 

C Blessed be the name of the LORD  from this time forth and 

forevermore! From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name 

of the LORD is to be praised! 
 

P The LORD is high above all nations, and His glory above the 

heavens! Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, 

who looks far down on the heavens and the earth? 

 

C He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the 

ash heap, to make them sit with princes, with the princes of His 

people. He gives the barren woman a home, making her the 

joyous mother of children. Praise the LORD! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P God’s Son came in meekness to bear your flesh in weakness. 

Confident in our Savior, let us confess our sins to God and 

receive His forgiveness. 
 
Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition. 

 
P Gracious heavenly Father, 

C forgive us for our lack of charity toward others. Instead of 

goodwill, we have borne malice toward others. By the merit of 

Your Son, who came with goodwill toward us, forgive our sin. 
 

P Peace on earth shall reign for your Savior came in meekness to 

bear your flesh in weakness. Therefore, in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

THE QUEMPAS CAROL  LW 54 

Quem pastores 

 

Sing with Mary, virgin mother; 

Praise her Son, our newborn brother; 

Angel ranks, lead one another, 

Hailing Him in holy joy! 

 
Please rise 
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+ WORD + 

FIRST READING Isaiah 66:1–2 

P A reading from the sixty-sixth chapter of Isaiah. 

 Thus says the LORD: 

“Heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool; 

what is the house that you would build for Me, and what is the 

place of My rest? 

 

C All these things My hand has made, and so all these things 

came to be, declares the LORD. 

But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and 

contrite in spirit and trembles at My word.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING James 4:6–12 
P A reading from the fourth chapter of James. 

 

P But He gives more grace. Therefore, it says, “God opposes the 

proud but gives grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves 

therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
 

C Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your 

hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
 

P Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 

turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves 

before the Lord, and He will exalt you. 
 

C Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who 

speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil 

against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, 

you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 
 

P There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save 

and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor? 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

THIRD READING Luke 1:46–55 
P A reading from the first chapter of Luke. 

 

P And Mary said, 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior, for He has looked on the humble estate of His servant. 
 

C For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 for He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is 

His name. 
 

P And His mercy is for those who fear Him from generation to 

generation. 
 

C He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the 

proud in the thoughts of their hearts; He has brought down the 

mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has 

sent away empty. 
 

P He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy, 

as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring 

forever.” 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

RESPONSORY 
P God gives more grace. 

C The Savior came in meekness to bear your flesh in weakness. 
 

P Humble yourselves before the Lord and He will exalt you. 

C The Savior came in meekness to bear your flesh in weakness. 
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P There is one lawgiver, who is able to save. 

C The Savior came in meekness to bear your flesh in weakness. 
 

 

 

 

332 Savior of the Nations, Come  LSB 332 sts. 5–8 

 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 
 

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012767. 
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SERMON          For You, to Bear Your Flesh in Weakness 
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Please rise 

933 MY SOUL REJOICES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1991 Stephen P. Starke 

Public domain 

admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012767. 

 

Please be seated 

 

OFFERING: Our gifts to God will be collected in the back of the church following  

                        the service. 
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SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Lord Jesus, of whom His mother sang, 

C fill our mouths with faithful songs that teach us Your truth and 

that proclaim You to others. 
 

P Lord Jesus, whom ranks of angels’ hail in holy joy, 

C fill our hearts with joy as we near the celebration of Your birth 

that we might rejoice in You all our days. 
 

P Lord Jesus, to whom is due all praise and glory, 

C fill Your Church with humility that we seek not our own praise 

but Your glory. 
 

P Lord Jesus, whom all on earth heed with gladness, 

C fill the world with the faithful that they would proclaim You and 

that the Spirit through that message would bring all the earth 

gladness. 
 

P Lord Jesus, in whose goodwill we rejoice, 

C fill us with goodwill to all so that we would forgive one another. 
 

P Lord Jesus, who bore our flesh in weakness, 

C fill us with confidence even in the midst of sickness for You 

dwell with us. 
 

P Hear us as we pray in Your name and as You have taught us: 
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LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER FROM SUNDAY 
P Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our 

prayers 

C and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious 

visitation; 
 

P for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR TODAY 
P Let us pray. Heavenly Father, Your Son humbled Himself to be 

born of the Virgin and take upon Himself our sin. 

C Grant us faith by the Spirit that we trust in Your Son’s 

righteousness that He has poured out upon us; 
 

P for You live and reign, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 
P Let us pray. O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, 

C give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot 

give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments 

and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 

enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 
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P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P God the Father on high, to whom we give praise and glory, 

 the Son, our Savior, who came in meekness, and 

 the Holy Spirit, who today delivers Christ amid your weakness, 

 grant you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord  LSB 352 sts. 1–4 
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