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MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 2 

EVENING PRAYER 
 
 

TO SET YOU FREE FROM ALL YOUR SORROW 

 
AS WE GATHER 

 
The good news of Christ’s birth is both universal and personal. The angel 

proclaims that Christ’s birth is “good news of great joy . . . for all the people” 

(Luke 2:10). The heavenly host builds upon that by declaring that Christ’s 

advent brings “peace among men” to make it known that Christ comes to 

save all. 

Even as the news is universally good for all people, it is also news delivered 

personally to the shepherds—“for unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). What is for all people is 

most certainly “for you” because you are part of all people. 

What do you find in Christ? Peace! He brings peace between you and the 

Father. You who are alienated from the Father by sin are now brought near 

to the Father in His Son. You have peace with Him. And so you sing with the 

heavenly host: 

Joy, great joy and tidings glad we bring from heav’n resounding, 

For you, for you and all the world abounding. 

 

 

THE QUEMPAS CAROL  LW 54 

Quem pastores 

He whom sages, westward faring, 

Myrrh and gold and incense bearing, 

Humbly worshiped, off’rings sharing, 

Judah’s lion reigns this morn 

 
Please rise 
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+ WORD + 

P The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P All those who await His appearance pray: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P The whole creation pleads: 

C Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

PHOS HILARON LSB, p. 244 
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THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT 
  

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led 

Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire 

by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may 

His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You 

are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your 

creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

+ PSALMODY + 

PSALM 141 LSB, p. 245 
C Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
P O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly; 

hear my voice when I cry to You. 

C Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
P Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, 

and guard the door of my lips. 

 Let not my heart incline to any evil thing; 

let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers. 

C But my eyes are turned to You, O God; 

in You I take refuge. 

Strip me not of my life. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 

P Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O 

Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with 
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purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on 

earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFICE HYMN                                     397 As with Gladness Men of Old  LSB 397 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

+ READINGS + 

FIRST READING Micah 5:2–5a 

P A reading from Micah, the fifth chapter. 

 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for Me 

one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose coming forth is from of old, 

from ancient days. 
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3 Therefore He shall give them up until the time 

when she who is in labor has given birth; 

then the rest of His brothers shall return 

to the people of Israel. 
4 And He shall stand and shepherd His flock in the strength 

of the LORD, 

in the majesty of the name of the LORD His God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now He shall be great 

to the ends of the earth. 
5 And He shall be their peace. 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:3–9 

P A reading from First Peter, the first chapter. 

 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to His great mercy, He has caused us to be born 

again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, 

undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by 

God’s power are being guarded through faith for a 

salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you 

rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have 

been grieved by various trials, 7 So that the tested 

genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 

perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in 

praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 

Though you have not seen Him, you love Him. Though you 

do not now see Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with joy 

that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the 

outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise 
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THIRD READING Matthew 2:1–12 

P A reading from Matthew, the second chapter. 

 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 

days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 

came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is He who has been 

born king of the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose and 

have come to worship Him.” 3 When Herod the king heard 

this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and 

assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 

inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told 

him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the 

prophet: 
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

who will shepherd My people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and 

ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 

And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child, and when you have found Him, bring 

me word, that I too may come and worship Him.” 9 After 

listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the 

star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it 

came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When 

they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
11 And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary His 

mother, and they fell down and worshiped Him. Then, 

opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold and 

frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country 

by another way. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
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SERMON          To Set You Free from All Your Sorrow 
 

+ CANTICLE + 
Please rise 

 

933 MY SOUL REJOICES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1991 Stephen P. Starke 

Public domain 

admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012767. 

 

Please be seated 

 

OFFERING: Our gifts to God will be collected in the back of the church following  

                        the service. 
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+ PRAYER + 

LITANY LSB, p. 249 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For Rev. Matthew Harrison our synod President and for Rev. 

Greg Walton our district President and for all pastors in Christ, 

for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our President and for all public servants, for the 

government and those who protect us, that they may be 

upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and 

protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the 

people here present who await from the Lord great and 

abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the 

earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and 

need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, 

let us give thanks to the Lord: 

C Alleluia. 
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P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 

ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 

C To You, O Lord. 
 

COLLECT FOR PEACE LSB, p. 251 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which 

the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the 

fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Please rise 

 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB, p. 251 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to 

pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB, p. 252 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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BENEDICTION LSB, p. 252 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN                         333 Once He Came in Blessing  LSB 333 
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