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February2021 Newsletter 
 

The Church that Is A Family             

 

Rev. Paul Meseke – Pastor 
  pastor@clcfla.org 
Sharon Kostner – Church Secretary 

Phone: 352-796-8331 
e-mail: office@clcfla.org 
Web site: www.clcfla.org 

 

February in Florida! So, I guess winter is over and yes, I am becoming ac-
customed to warm, some might say hot. But I enjoy mid to upper 70’s for 

temperature. And soon, the church year will be bringing Ash Wednesday 
(Feb 17). The season of Lent. 

Correct me if I am wrong but did, we not just finish Christmas. Each year it comes 

and goes faster and faster. And yes Lent is just around the corner. We will look at 

Four Significant Days in the first “Holy Week” as told by the writers of the New Tes-

tament under inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

February 17—Ash Wednesday:  

Significant Problem—Last Day in the Garden—Genesis 3:19 

February 24—Lenten Midweek 2: 

Significant Action—Monday of Holy Week—Mark 11:25-19 

March 3—Lenten Midweek 3: 

Significant Questions—Tuesday of Holy Week—Mark 12:28-37 

March 10—Lenten Midweek 4: 

Significant Teaching—Tuesday of Holy Week—Matthew 23:1-12 

March 17—Lenten Midweek 5: 

Significant Final Appearance—Tuesday of Holy week—John 12:23-36 

March 24—Lenten Midweek 6: 

Significant Deal—Wednesday of Holy Week—Luke 22:1-6 

 

All our services will be offered online as are our Sunday morning services. As of this 

printing Ash Wednesday service will be live with Holy Communion and we will not 

have the imposition of ashes this year.  

 

Please remember our motto often: 

It is  

 

We are in the reality of being a Hybrid church, in person, online, and video re-play. Both 
worship services and Bible class. Let’s embrace where God has placed Christ Lutheran 

Church to branch out and effectively use the technology to the glory of God and the fur-
ther proclamation of the Gospel of Salvation through Christ. With everything changing 

around us let’s still remember that God is the same, yesterday, today and forever. That 
should comfort us all through faith.  
May God bless us all, 

Pastor Meseke 
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  Elder Ushers Sound Room Altar Guild 

Feb 

7th 

10 am 

Alan  

Halladay 

 

Janet Kinzer 

Kathy Colvin 

 

Phil  

Huntwork 

John Eicher 

Lynn Postel 

Alan & Terry  

Halladay 

Feb 

14th 
10 am 

Alan  

Halladay 

David Benschneider 

Angela Benschneider 

Phil  

Huntwork 

John Eicher 

Lynn Postel 

Alan & Terry  

Halladay 

Feb 

17th 
7 pm 

Alan  

Halladay 

Deb Kuzmann 

Terry Halladay 

Phil  

Huntwork 

John Eicher 

Lynn Postel 

Alan & Terry  

Halladay 

Feb 

21st 

10 am 

Alan  

Halladay 

Charles Lamberti 

Brigitte Lamberti 

 

Phil  

Huntwork 

John Eicher 

Lynn Postel 

Alan & Terry  

Halladay 

Feb 

28th 

10 am 

Alan  

Halladay 

Josh Hady 

Tim Coil 

Phil  

Huntwork 

John Eicher 

Lynn Postel 

Alan & Terry  

Halladay 

   At HIS Service for February 
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Happy Birthday to: 

02/02  Shirley Welder 

02/05  Terry Halladay 

02/07  Tim Coil 

02/08  Margaret Eustice 

02/08  Asa Young 

02/15  Arthur Hass 

02/19  Lois Erickson 

02/20  Bonnie Yungmann 

02/22  Christion Colvin 

02/24  Meredith Tannhauser 

02/25  Nedra Guyette 

02/26  Nell Ohff 

02/26  Laney Stalcup 

02/26  Laurie Timm 

Happy Anniversary   to: 

02/09  Dave & Linda Duff                       13 years 

02/09  Jack & Evelyn Finnegan                64 years 

02/12  Dennis & Kim Edwards  38 years 

02/12  Ken & Margaret Eustice   4 years 

02/12  John &  Sandy Kaliscak  50 years 
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The Happy Sew ‘N Sews needs a “reboot” due to time away with 
the pandemic.  Do YOU like to sew?  Or maybe  just be a helper?  
Whether  you sew or not, I think you would like to join together to 
help others.  If you answered yes to either of these questions, we 
NEED you!! 
 
We have the fabric and many supplies and the sewing machines.  
But we need many hands to put together the items that we make for 
others.  Please contact Kathy Henk if interested or for more  
information.  niftsew333@gmail.com 
 
Bring a friend!  Not all of our members need to belong to Christ 
Lutheran. 
 
We meet the first & third Tuesday of each month in the Fellowship 
Hall.  9:30—11:30 am.  However, this month, February we’ll only 
meet on the 16th.  Lifeline will be doing their testing on February 
2nd in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
See you then on the 16th! 
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Just a note to thank you for your contributions last 
year.  With them the Wasmunds in South Korea and 
the Millers in Thailand are able to continue to spread 
the Gospel.  There are over 100 people at Christ Lu-
theran who contribute.  It’s wonderful to see people 
caring for others in this tough time we all are going 
through. 
 

Outreach in Action received a request for help from the Millers just before     
Christmas and OiA was able to send them $4,000 dollars to help out.  It took a 
while to get the funds to them because of bank holidays and new rules for funds 
transfers.  But it’s there!  
 
They will use the funds to do several things.  The first is Sunday School supplies.  
There are now over 100 Khon churches that teach Sunday school and the 
schools need some basic supplies:  paper, crayons, pencils, scissors, paste.  The 
teachers are all from the churches and are often from difficult circumstances.  
They purchase what they can afford to be able to teach, but often it’s not much.  
The LBT group also will use the funds to purchase two scooters to enable the two 
Sunday School teacher trainers to get around to the churches to help train more 
teachers.  The churches are small and often held in people’s homes.   
 
So, the Gospel spreads.  They are all dealing with the virus as we are and doing 
the mask and distance thing to help protect each other.  So, they, like us, face the 
inconvenience and uncertainty. 
 
Again, thank you for your help, support and prayers. 
 
I’ll end with a quote from the Millers: 
 
“Please give our love and greetings to the folks at OiA. THANK YOU for your 
generosity and love that has impacted lives here in Southeast Asia for many 
years!” 
 
 
Take care, 
 
Daryl Schaller 
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Hello February!  I can not believe it is al-
ready here!  The Christ Lutheran Mission 
Team has been busy busy busy!  Let's take 
a look at our January happenings... 
 

Several of our group visited Zion Lutheran in Tampa on January 17th.  We attended their  
worship service and were given an awesome tour of their church building.  Our group       
presented them with the $2,895 that was raised for them at our Nov 7th Craft Fair.            
They will use these funds to continue to repair and preserve their  
beautiful historic building.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Looking for something silly!  You found it!  Undies Sundays!  
Yup – God's Clothes Closet is in need of under-roos for some of 
its visitors.  If you are able, please  bring in a new pack of    
cotton underware on Sunday February14th.  Adult sizes are 
needed.  Men and Women.  Please give them to  
Terry Halladay or Deb Shepard.  Thank you!  
 
 

The Mission Board is planning our Spring Craft Fair.  This will be held April 24th.  If you 
would like info about becoming a vendor, please call Jessica Longoria at 352-215-9054.  
There is NO fee for CLC members and CLC groups!  Crafty??  Baker??  You are encouraged 
to come set up a table. Vendors will be between $35 and $55 if non-member.  ALL of the 
money brought in by this Craft Fair will be used to help meet the operating needs of CLC.  
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We hosted our FREE Community Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall in conjunction with God's 
Clothes Closet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of January, and will do the same in February.  Did 
you know – this activity does not cost CLC anything!  ALL food is donated.   
ALL cleaning supplies are donated.  ALL preparation and advertising is donated.   
Our breakfast has really grown.  We get a variety of faces.  Some new, some repeats.   
All thankful.   
 
We hosted our FREE Community Dinner outside in the parking lot on the 3rd Wednesday of 
January.  This event really brings people together.  In the 6ish months we have done this at 
CLC – we have seen the community really come together.  The pull-behind smoker rolls in 
about noon.  Meat that was set to thaw several hours prior begins to cook.  More volunteers 
show up from noon on. Volunteers set up several tables that will hold FREE books, FREE 
toys, FREE home goods, and LOTS of FREE non-perishable foods and drinks.  During this 
time, we always notice people showing up with non-perishable food – and they add it to our 
tables – THEY WANT TO HELP OTHERS.  About an hour before our scheduled start our 
parking lot begins to fill with vehicles and bicycles, and about 30mins before go-time a line 
begins to form outside.  At 10mins till go, volunteers walk out the MANY side dishes that 
have been prepared and God's Clothes Closet is stocked with cheerful volunteers.  We are 
ready!  We will serve plentiful to-go dinners, including dessert and drinks, to about 220       
people.  People from our community, our neighbors.  We do not know them, though we try to 
connect with everyone in some way.  Some ask for prayer.  Some ask for info on our church 
services.  They leave knowing they are welcome and loved.  Again, did you know – this       
activity does not cost CLC anything!  ALL food is donated.  ALL cleaning supplies are        
donated.  ALL preparation and advertising is donated.   When the gas meter for the kitchen 
reaches 20%, it will be filled.   
 
If you have not attended one of our meals.  You are invited.  Grab food, help serve, whatever 
calls to you!  It is a sight to see.  If you have attended, please come back.  Not only do we have 
CLC members helping – we have people participating from other local churches, bc they feel 
drawn to do so.  Our February breakfasts are the 10th and 24th from 9am till 10am.  Our       
February dinner is Ash Wednesday, the 17th from 430pm till 6pm.  (Grab a meal before church 
service!)   
 
The Mission Board will have many CLC adorned masks available soon.  Keep your eyes 
peeled, we will announce as soon as they arrive.  We care about our church family!  We want 
everyone to feel comfortable as individuals.  These masks will be available to CLC members 
at no cost.  If you are so inclined to make a donation to the Mission Board and the Mask Fund 
- they will be accepted – but NOT necessary!  More info to come soon!   
 
Another way to help?  Did you know that Thrivent Members can requests funds to help with a 
church  community project!?!?  God's Clothes Closet, any of our meals, feeding at the Vine-
yard, etc.  This does NOT cost the Thrivent member anything.  If you are a Thrivent member – 
and might want to learn more about Thrivent Gift Cards for CLC functions – please reach out 
to Allan Halladay.   
 
The Mission Team wishes everyone a safe and happy February!   
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 Let’s Support the church more through our Scrip program! 
    
    Often when the scrip program at church is thought of, we think only of someone’s birthday 
or Christmas or some other significant life event. That is great and helpful, however, have 
you ever thought how scrip can go where you want and help the church even more? 
    The Scrip program has literally hundreds of cards available with significant giving back to 
the church. Maybe you shop at Publix and get $50.00 of groceries a week (I believe that is 
two bags), so you purchase through scrip a $100.00 card and the church benefits and you get 
a card for money you would have spent anyways. You went to Publix so you must like to eat, 
right? Maybe a Panera Bread gift card for lunch out and you’ll need gas along the way so 
maybe a Walmart card or Shell, or Mobil, maybe Speedway.  

    The Publix card gives the church 3% or $3.00 per $100.00. You enjoyed your   

wonderful sandwich and soup at Panera bread and the $25.00 card for you, United 
Scrip pays 8% to the church and the church receives $2.00. Your stop at the gas station before 

heading home was at Walmart your card worth 25.00 as you paid gives back to the 
church 1.5% or 37 cents but every bit helps. So maybe you went home a different way and 

Speedway was nearest, and that $25.00 Speedway card pays back to the church 4% 
or that $25.00 gas card (your cost and value) gives back to the church $1.00. So your trip to 
the store, lunch and gas could have given the church an additional $6.00 possibly. Imagine 
now if we all participated in the scrip program? If 10 families got card a week that might be 
$60.00 per week times say 50 weeks that would amount to $3,000.00 per year and it cost you 
nothing really as you get the amount you spent in the face value of the cards. 
    Now think if we purchased gift cards for grandchildren’s birthday’s the kids’ anniversaries, 
Christmas gifts. Maybe between all of us another $1,000.00 per year of more.  
   Please consider using and ordering Scrip Cards for your daily spending where you shop   
anyways. These little gestures can make a big difference in church support. For a complete 
list of retailers, restaurants, gas and other vendors go to unitedscrip.com .  
    You get the full benefit of what you spend and United Scrip discounts these cards to the 
church. We can all make a big difference if we all help a little. THANK YOU! 
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What Part of  A-PART are you a-part? 

 

A member brought to my attention that there are three a-part’s in our church all are 
important, but we need to recognize that we are all being a-part. 
In worship we may seem apart but, we worship together by faith and can worship in 
the same service as a-part of  the congregation assembled in the church building or as 
a-part of  the congregation assembled via the internet. And you can see we are        
together a-part of  each worship service. Some may see this as being apart but, we are 
all a-part of  those assembled to worship as the church that is a family. 
Some in worship sit with social distancing sitting apart from others in the pew and 
others practice social distancing by sitting in their living rooms and viewing the      
service. Some see this as being apart when we are all being a-part of  the worship     
service. You might call us a hybrid church. A church that is live and live online. We 
worship with many people from around the country each Sunday and they too feel    
a-part of  the worship service. The live stream has been enhanced so the worship    
experience apart from the church building is keeping us together as a-part of  the  
worship service.  
We also send out the Bible Class on Tuesday night. We have zoom participants as      
a-part of  the Bible class. Our online participants are also a-part of  the Tuesday night 
Bible Class. We are also doing in-person participation with the Bible class. And all are 
a-part of  the Bible class. So again, even though we are apart by geography we are all   
a-part of  the Bible class and learning and growing in our Christian faith together. 
I hope and pray through this small example you can appreciate that every member is 
still an important and viable person in Christ and a-part of  the church that is a family. 
As we move forward as a congregation, embrace your part in Christ Lutheran 
Church. In faith we are all a-part of  the family of  Christ and call our selves Christian. 
There are no small parts, only important parts, and all of  you are a-part of  this      
congregation. 
So, let us go forward seeing how we are all a-part of  Christ Lutheran Congregation. 

That way we stay together as a-part of  the church and resist the temptations to be 

apart. In the end as we study the book of  Revelation, we realize God Wins, let us all 

be a-part of  that reality. 
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