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As We Gather

As we journey through this Lenten season and the days of
Holy Week, we hear the voice of God the Father thundering
down from heaven, and we see Jesus disappear from the
public until He stands before them on trial before His
crucifixion. In today’s Reading from John 12, Jesus
encourages us to walk in His light, lest darkness overtake us.
Consider how blessed we are that Jesus allowed Himself to
be overtaken by darkness so that we might walk forever in
His marvelous light.

420 Christ, the Life of All the Living

sts. 1–3, 7

Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation

Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
Opening Sentences
P O Lord, open my lips,
C and my mouth will declare Your praise.
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P Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
C make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation.

PSALMODY
Psalm

Psalm 104:1–9

Bless the LORD, O my soul!
O LORD my God, you are very great!
You are clothed with splendor and majesty,
covering yourself with light as with a garment,
stretching out the heavens like a tent.
He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters;
he makes the clouds his chariot;
he rides on the wings of the wind;
he makes his messengers winds,
his ministers a flaming fire.
He set the earth on its foundations,
so that it should never be moved.
You covered it with the deep as with a garment;
the waters stood above the mountains.
At your rebuke they fled;
at the sound of your thunder they took to flight.
The mountains rose, the valleys sank down
to the place that you appointed for them.
You set a boundary that they may not pass,
so that they might not again cover the earth.
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878 Abide with Me

sts. 1–3, 5

Text and tune: Public domain

READINGS
Reading

Numbers 21:4–9

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to
go around the land of Edom. And the people became
impatient on the way. And the people spoke against God and
against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to
die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and
we loathe this worthless food.” Then the LORD sent fiery serpents
among the people, and they bit the people, so that many
people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and said,
“We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and
against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD said to
Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and
everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So Moses
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made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit
anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Reading

1 Peter 2:1–10

So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and
envy and all slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure
spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation— if indeed
you have tasted that the Lord is good.
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the
sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture:
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not
believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”
and
“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were
destined to do.
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
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Reading

John 12:23–36

And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of
Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it
dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and
whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If
anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there
will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will
honor him.
“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save
me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this
hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from
heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd
that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others
said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice
has come for your sake, not mine. Now is the judgment of this
world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when I
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He
said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. So
the crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that
the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of
Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” So Jesus said
to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. Walk
while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one
who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going.
While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may
become sons of light.”
When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid
himself from them.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Responsory

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my
salvation.
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who
rise against me.
P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my
God.
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who
rise against me.
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P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my
salvation.
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who
rise against me.
Sermon:
Significant Final Appearance: Tuesday of Holy Week

933 My Soul Rejoices

CANTICLE

Tune: Public domain
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Luke 1:46-55 {1}

Offering
PRAYER
Kyrie

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Lord's Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collects

P O Lord, hear my prayer.
C And let my cry come to You.
P Almighty and everlasting God, grant us by Your grace so to
pass through this holy time of our Lord’s passion that we
may obtain the forgiveness of our sins; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
P Lord Jesus Christ, You are the light of the world that has
shined in our darkness. Guide our footsteps to walk in Your
light and be freed from the darkness of the evil one, so that
we might reflect Your light to others who still sit in darkness;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that
peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set
to obey Your commandments and also that we, being
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus

P Let us bless the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.
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849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000801

P Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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