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MY COUNTRY ‘TIS OF THEE 
As we enter another July, this one is different that any July in any of our histories. Fear has taken over 
much of how we live. Now I am not saying all of it is unwarranted. But you must recognize that an 
amount is to simply scare people.  
You and I live in a world that has changed overnight. Face masks were for Halloween, now  for everyday 
life. We used to hate to stay in unless it was raining, now we stay in to be “safe.” Much is from fear of the 
unknown and I’ll agree it seems that there is a love we do not know. Jesus say’s “fear not” for I am with 
you. After His resurrection Jesus appeared to His disciples and began with “peace be with you” “don’t be 
afraid.” 
Be smart, be cautious, but do not be afraid. Jesus is still with us and He still brings peace to us each day. If 
you have felt farther from God, snuggle up with one of His 66 books (the Bible). The message is still the 
same. Go online and listen to the Bible being read. 100’s of sites with any version of the Bible you can    
imagine. Walk with the Lord and still see Him in the wonder of nature around you. 
Are you tuned in for worship on Sunday mornings? Going to Bible class on Tuesday nights? My extra time 
has been absorbed with reading Scripture and Christian writings. I find I am closer in how I feel toward 
God and I understand better God’s purpose for me in this life til’ He brings me home.  
I am asking each of you to pray for the Christian church on earth. Really pray as the world-wide church has 
taken a big hit in worshipers around the world (this country in particular). Pray for Christ Lutheran Church 
that we would fulfill the mission that God has for us and our outreach continues to grow and where He 
(God) can use you and me in this outreach. Pray for the safety of all in our country against this pandemic, 
wildfires, earth quakes and natural disasters that are striking. Pray knowing God hears and answers. Pray 
for the government of our communities, states and country, without prayer they become helpless, let 
God’s Will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Pray for your return to worship with your church family and 
all in the Christian faith to return to worship and strengthen their congregations. Pray for forgiveness for 
ourselves and forgive those who we need to forgive.  
I grew up in a “God fearing” country and I pray every day for that again to be true. I love the                     
Lee Greenwood song “I’m proud to be an American.” I thank every individual who has served in the 
armed forces to preserve my and our freedoms and truly pray for a country God would be proud of too.  
Life has been different and now we the church, Christians have the opportunity to make our                   
communities, states and country better than it has ever been before. So let’s all pray for the future and 
work so future generations say, WoW! Those were God fearing people and they too will be proud to be  
an American…One nation under God. 
Happy Birthday America 1776 – 2020 and still going. 

Pastor Meseke 
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Happy Birthday to: 

07/02  Richard Henry 

07/03  Cody Gray 

07/04  Mary Kamin 

07/07  Marilyn Ainslie 

07/07  Angela Benshneider 

07/09  Shirley Schuknecht 

07/10  Alida Janson 

07/10  Delaney Longoria 

07/11  Harold Gebhardt 

07/15  Janice Beamer 

07/17  Patricia Werner 

07/24  Diane Gebhardt 

07/26  Connie Dunn 

07/26  Debra Shepard 

Happy Anniversary   to: 

07/05  John & Ann (Mielke)Eicher              17 years 

07/14  Greg & Linda Brandt                        25 years 

07/15  Harold & Diane Gebhardt                59 years 

07/17  Gerald & Phyllis Smith                    21 years 

07/20  Alan & Tammy Young                      40 years 

Jesus Christ is the Light of the World and 

these candles remind us of that. 

Thank you to all who helped in the        

purchase our new candles that were  

consecrated on June 21st. 
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Page 3 THE CHRIST CONNECTION 

Weighted YTD Budget Actual General Fund 
YTD Giving 

Actual YTD Expenses Dedicated In YTD 

2020 (Jan—May) 2020 (Jan—May) 2020 (Jan—May) 2020 (Jan—May) 

101,370 90,722 89,166 11,807 

Christ Lutheran Church 
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CONNECTING TO CHRIST 
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Much thanks to all who donated their time and talents during the time that we were deal-

ing with the virus.  We were able to donate 75 masks to the Atlantic District LCMS in 
Bayside, N.Y. 
 
And it took lots of us to sew 500 masks for the Hernando County Health Dept. for use in 
their shelters.  Our donation will help lots of folks and donation of $5 per mask will 
be given to  Christ Lutheran Church. 
 
We had all sorts of items ready to take to Baldomero Lopez State Veterans Nursing Home in 
Land O’Lakes.  However because of the quarantine they couldn’t accept them and we could-
n’t take them.  So we are waiting for them to tell us when we can come. 
 
We couldn’t have done this without lots of volunteers and donated fabric! 
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SAFETY FIRST 
What is the world? 
The world is the venue where we can live as servants to bring God’s saving mercy to lost souls. Its dangers do not require us 
to seek safety first, but the kingdom of God and His righteousness. Its perversity does not require of us isolation, but          
engagement. 
As I re-read the note with the Covid-19 pandemic dominating the world, “safety first” and “isolation” stood out. “Safety first!” 
We hear it a lot. Did we learn it from the Word of God? Indeed, there are warnings aplenty in the Bible. 

There is the practical wisdom of Proverbs teaching us to face this world’s dangers with good sense: “The prudent sees    
danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it” (Prov. 22:3). 

And indeed, we should not be reckless: “Do not put the Lord your God to the test” (Matt. 4:7). 
There are constant warnings in the Old Testament to do all that the Lord commands, as disobeying incurs His judgment and 

wrath. 
Jesus two cautions: “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed” (Luke 12:15) or “Beware of false prophets, who 

come to you in sheep’s clothing” (Matt. 7:15) 
What in fact are the real dangers? 
Since we “wrestle not against flesh and blood”, the real dangers of this world call for a different kind of PPE. (personal             

protection equipment): 
“Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). 
 
Dear family in faith, the safety we seek is not one that saves the body: “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill 

the body and after that can do no more.” Instead, “Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into 
hell” (Luke 12:4-5). 

 
Following Christ—serving Christ—IS in fact dangerous: “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise 

as serpents and innocent as doves” (Matt.10:16). But as he sends us out, he goes with us! In the end, the safest place to be is 
in the middle of the Lord’s will. 

 
What is the world? 
It is a dangerous place to live. 
  Virus and disease are good examples. 
  Violent oppression and retribution (as seen in recent radial tensions is another. 
But the greater danger—the REAL pandemic—too often goes undiagnosed: SIN. It has symptoms we see all to often: greed, 

arrogance, adultery, cruelty, prejudice, addiction. But where is the global response to counter this far greater threat?   
People see the symptoms but mis-diagnose the illness. “Sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you:” (Gen. 4:7). 

Watch out!     Safety first!     Hunker down!     Avoid!     Isolate!   If only it were so easy to preserve ourselves from infection. But 
unfortunately, this virus is congenital.  

Confirmed cases = EVERYONE. – Fatality rate =100%.  Without a treatment all die. Ignorance dose not give immunity, nor do     
palliatives (religions or philosophies) avert the final outcome. But thanks be to God through Jesus, the antidote is            
universally available and free! 

 

This is the reality that drives the church. 
Recovered survivors of sin are needed to go as frontline workers to administer the medicine and care under dangerous          

conditions. 
Is a health care worker able to shrink back into their homes when the sick are in need of medicine and care?  Isolate?               

Safety first? 
 
What is the world? 
It is the venue where we can live as front-line workers bringing God’s healing mercyt o sin-stricken souls. 
Its dangers do not require us to seek safety first—we are already saved and safe! —but to put ‘saving’ first! 
Its perversity does not require of us isolation, but outreach! 
 

 



 7 

7 
 

  
 
What is the world? 
The place God provided for us to live and praise Him. 
Please remain safe, but also use your isolation to be in the Word more. 
Talk to your family about faith and living for Christ, (yeah now they may listen). 
Be faithful ambassadors for Christ from where you are.  
Yes use a mask but don’t hide your faith (think about that) 
You sanitize your hands to not get or spread germs, ask God for forgiveness for Jesus sake and clean our hearts and minds 

through faith in Christ Jesus.  
Let us all use this horrible time to become even better witnesses to our faith.  
And know Christ is with us always to the very end of the age. (The great commission).  
 
You are all in my prayers, 
Stay safe, tune-in or attend services, join our Bible class on Tuesday night in person or online through our web-site or via zoom. 

May God grant that we always remain the church that is a family. 
 

Pastor Meseke 
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