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As We Gather  

An old song expresses the yearning well: “I’ll be home for Christmas, if only 

in my dreams.” This time of year, we long to be home, to be surrounded by 

family, to remember simpler times. Home is more than a place. It’s more 

than family. It’s a sense of belonging. Today, we celebrate the God who 

left His home to join us here, so heaven could be our home. We’ll celebrate 

with many old songs; you’ll recognize some if not all of them, as we praise 

this Jesus who opened up heaven to be our home. The Lord Himself bless 

you as He welcomes you home today! 

 

Invocation  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our opening song invites all to come home and worship Jesus, 

who was born on Christmas morning. 

 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful  LSB 379 sts. 1, ref, 2–4 
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Confession and Absolution Romans 7:15, 18–19, 21, 24 

P There’s something about Christmas that makes us want to be 

home, wherever that is. We’re not content to be elsewhere. We 

want to be surrounded by comforting things. There’s a reason for 

that. 

 

There’s this nagging thought at the back of our minds. We know 

that we’re not comfortable. That there’s something else going 

on. That our homes, as wonderful as they are, are broken. 

 

We live in a broken world. And the problem of living in a broken 

world is that we’re broken, too. Paul outlined the struggle we 

have in Romans:  

 

 

For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I 

want, but I do the very thing I hate. 

C For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. 

 

P For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to 

carry it out. 

C For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what 

I keep on doing. 

 

P So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close 

at hand. 

C Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 

death? 
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P It’s hard to enjoy the peace of Christmas when we struggle so 

much within ourselves. And we can’t fix ourselves when we’re 

broken. If we could, the struggle would already be over. 

Do you confess this reality? 

C I confess that I am by nature sinful. I cannot please God in my 

thoughts, words, or actions. I cannot come home to Him. 
 
P The next verse in Romans gives us an answer: “Thanks be to God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord!” Jesus left His home in heaven to 

come to us. He was born for us. He lived for us. He died for us. 

And now He lives again for us. Jesus is the one who brings us 

home. He is the one who takes our brokenness, who takes our 

sin, and makes us His. And so, as a called and ordained minister 

of Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen! 

 

 

P It’s like we were sitting in darkness. It’s like we were living in the 

land of the shadow of death. In a way, it’s like we were in a war 

we could not win. We were weary, and we just wanted to go 

home. 

 

About 2000 years ago, God spoke through the prophet Isaiah: 

 

Reading Isaiah 9:2–7 

P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

C those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light 

shined. 

 

P You have multiplied the nation; You have increased its joy; 

C they rejoice before You as with joy at the harvest, as they are 

glad when they divide the spoil. 

 

P For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod 

of his oppressor, You have broken as on the day of Midian. 

C For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every 

garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 

shall be upon His shoulder, 

C and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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P Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no 

end, on the throne of David and over His kingdom, to establish it 

and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 

forth and forevermore. 

C The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

 

Devotion  

 

P Jesus chose to make His home here, on this dusty, dirty earth, in 

a little town named Bethlehem. 

 

 

 

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem  LSB 361 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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Reading  Luke 2:1–7 
1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 
4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 

Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 

who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to 

give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Devotion  

 

P God didn’t hide what He had done; He told shepherds that He 

came for them! 

 

 

368 Angels We Have Heard on High  LSB 368 
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P When something good happens, we want to respond with 

happiness. We speak responsively: 

 

Psalm Psalm 96 

P Oh sing to the Lord a new song; 

C sing to the Lord, all the earth! 

 

P Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day to 

day. 

C Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works 

among all the peoples! 

 

P For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; He is to be 

feared above all gods. 

C For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord 

made the heavens. 

 

P Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and beauty are 

in His sanctuary. 

C Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord 

glory and strength! 

 

P Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; bring an offering, 

and come into His courts! 

C Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; tremble before Him, 

all the earth! 

 

P Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns! Yes, the world is 

established; it shall never be moved; He will judge the peoples 

with equity.” 

C Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea 

roar, and all that fills it; 

 

P let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of 

the forest sing for joy before the Lord, for He comes, for He 

comes to judge the earth. 

C He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in His 

faithfulness. 

 

 

P The King has chosen to make His home here. He was not silent 

about it either, but sent His angels to tell others. And like all the 

rest of creation, the angels praised. 
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Solo:  "Welcome to Our World" by Chris Rice 

Director: Robin Walter        Sung by Linda Meseke 
 

[Verse 1] 
Tears are falling, hearts are breaking 

How we need to hear God 

You’ve been promised, we’ve been waiting 

Welcome Holy Child, welcome Holy Child 

 

[Verse 2] 

Hope that you don't mind our manger 

How I wish we would have known 

But long-awaited, Holy Stranger 

Make yourself at home, please, make yourself at home 

 

[Verse 3] 

Bring your peace into our violence 

Bid our hungry souls be filled 

Word now breaking heaven's silence 

Welcome to our world, welcome to our world 

 

[Verse 4] 

Fragile finger sent to heal us 

Tender brow prepared for thorn 

Tiny heart whose blood will save us 

Unto us is born, unto us is born 

 

[Verse 5] 

So wrap our injured flesh around you 

Breathe our air and walk our sod 

Rob our sin and make us holy 

Perfect Son of God, perfect Son of God 

Welcome to our world 
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Reading  Luke 2:8–20 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 

with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 

good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this 

will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 

lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 

the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And 

when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 

concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the 

shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 

them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Devotion  

 

P The King chose to make His first home a barn. He did that for us! 

 

365 Away in a Manger  LSB 365 
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Offering 
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Reading  Titus 2:11–14 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 

12training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13waiting for our 

blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 

purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good 

works. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  LSB 380 
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Christmas Prayer  

P Lord Jesus, You left Your home in heaven to join us here on this 

broken earth. You left the warmth of Your Father’s embrace to 

join us in the cold world. You fill us with awe. 

C Lord Jesus, accept our offering of praise. 

 

 

 

 

 

386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice  LSB 386 sts. 1–2 
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P Lord Jesus, we are sinful from birth, but You were born pure and 

holy. Born of a virgin, You chose to rest in a bed of hay. We 

praise You for your perfection, and we thank You for choosing to 

rescue us. 

C Lord Jesus, accept our offering of praise. 

 

 

370 What Child Is This  LSB 370 
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P You came to die for us, to take our guilt, so we can find a home 

in heaven. Infant King, we confess our sin and rejoice that 

You’ve taken it from us. O Jesus, it is good that You have made 

a home for us in heaven with You. 

C Lord Jesus, accept our offering of praise. 

 

 

 

 

383 A Great and Mighty Wonder  LSB 383 sts. 1, ref, 4–5 
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P So many don’t know what You’ve done for us. They think their 

homes are here. Open our mouths to share the wonder of what 

You did on Christmas. Open our eyes to opportunities, and give 

us wisdom and courage to speak of Your grace. 

C Lord Jesus, accept our offering of praise. 

 

 

 

 

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain  LSB 388 
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 + SACRAMENT + 

 

PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 

You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 

person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not 

seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS  LSB 195 
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P O Jesus, take all these offerings of praise and use them to Your 

glory. Help us look forward to home, and we pray the words You 

taught us: 

 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 + DISTRIBUTION HYMN + 

 

363 Silent Night, Holy Night  LSB 363 sts. 1–3 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  

 
P O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 

loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You 

that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this 

Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to 

rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 

constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

P We respond to Jesus who made a home for us in heaven! Merry 

Christmas! 
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387 Joy to the World  LSB 387 
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P Go in peace and serve the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
T THIS WORSHIP IS ENDED. LET OUR SERVICE BEGIN. T 

 

The flowers on the altar were placed there by Debra Shepard in memory of 

her husband Dennis who is with the Lord now twelve years. 
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