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MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 1 

FOR YOU AND ALL THE WORLD 

AS WE GATHER 

The good news of Christ’s birth is both universal and personal. The angel 

proclaims that Christ’s birth is “good news of great joy . . . for all the people” 

(Luke 2:10). The heavenly host builds upon that by declaring that Christ’s 

advent brings “peace among men” to make it known that Christ comes to 

save all. 

Even as the news is universally good for all people, it is also news delivered 

personally to the shepherds—“for unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). What is for all people is 

most certainly “for you” because you are part of all people. 

What do you find in Christ? Peace! He brings peace between you and the 

Father. You who are alienated from the Father by sin are now brought near 

to the Father in His Son. You have peace with Him. And so you sing with the 

heavenly host: 

Joy, great joy and tidings glad we bring from heav’n resounding, 

For you, for you and all the world abounding. 

 

 

+ PREPARATION + 

PSALM Psalm 24 

P The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 

the world and those who dwell therein, 

for He has founded it upon the seas 

and established it upon the rivers. 
 

C Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

And who shall stand in His holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

who does not lift up his soul to what is false 

and does not swear deceitfully. 
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P He will receive blessing from the LORD 

and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

Such is the generation of those who seek Him, 

who seek the face of the God of Jacob. 
 

C Lift up your heads, O gates! 

And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 
 

P Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD, strong and mighty, 

the LORD, mighty in battle! 
 

C Lift up your heads, O gates! 

And lift them up, O ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 
 

P Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD of hosts, 

He is the King of glory! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P God’s Son is born a child so that He reconciles us to the Father. 

Confident in the reconciliation that Christ has won for us, let us 

confess our sins to God and receive His forgiveness. 
 

A brief silence to examine our hearts and minds to confess the sins we know. 

  

P Gracious heavenly Father, 

C we have alienated ourselves from You and from one another. In 

our sin, we have neglected You and our neighbor. By the merit of 

Your Son, draw near to us and forgive us. Through Him, 

reconcile us to Yourself and to one another. 
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P The angels came to announce great joy and glad tidings to the 

shepherds. Their message is for the whole world and for you. God’s 

own Son is born a child; God the Father is reconciled. Therefore, in 

the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

THE QUEMPAS CAROL   LW 54 

Quem pastores 

He whom shepherds once came praising, 

Awed by heav’nly light ablazing, 

Cheered by angel news amazing: 

“King of glory, Christ is born!” 
 

 

+ WORD + 

FIRST READING Genesis 12:1–3 

L A reading from the twelfth chapter of Genesis. 
 

L Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 

kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 

C And I will make of you a great nation, 
 

L and I will bless you 

C and make your name great, 
 

L so that you will be a blessing. 

C I will bless those who bless you, 
 

L and him who dishonors you I will curse, 

C and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING 1 John 4:9–14 

L A reading from the fourth chapter of First John. 
 

L In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent 

His only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him. 

C In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us 

and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
 

L Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No 

one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and 

His love is perfected in us. 

C By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He 

has given us of His Spirit. 
 

L And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent His Son to be 

the Savior of the world. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

THIRD READING Luke 2:8–20 

P A reading from the second chapter of Luke. 
 

P And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, 

C “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 

be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for 

you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying 

in a manger.” 
 

P And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host praising God and saying, 

C “Glory to God in the highest, 

     and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!” 
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P When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, 

C “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
 

P And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 

lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the 

saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who 

heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary 

treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 

and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORY 

L In this is love, that God loved us. 

C God’s own Son is born a child; God the Father is reconciled. 
 

L Beloved, let us love one another. 

C God’s own Son is born a child; God the Father is reconciled. 
 

L God sent His Son as the propitiation for our sins. 

C God’s own Son is born a child; God the Father is reconciled. 
 

341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  LSB 341 
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5 Redeemer, come and open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

O enter with Thy grace divine; 

Thy face of mercy on me shine. 

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 

Until our glorious goal is won. 

Eternal praise and fame 

We offer to Thy name.                                               Amen 

 

 

Sermon: For You and All the World 

 
(Please rise as you are able) 
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933 My Soul Rejoices  LSB 933 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                             Amen 
 

© 1991 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012767. 

Public domain 
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OFFERING 

 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Lord Jesus, whom shepherds once came praising, 

C grant us mouths that join the shepherds in praising You by word 

and deed that all might know You. 
 

P Lord Jesus, whose angels awed the shepherds, 

C grant us awe not only in the breadth and depth of Your provision 

for our needs, but all the more in Your forgiveness of our sin. 
 

P Lord Jesus, whose angel news cheered the shepherds, 

C grant us great joy in this season and always by virtue of Your 

work on our behalf. 
 

P Lord Jesus, King of Glory, 

C grant us faith to trust in You amid all the troubles of this life in 

full confidence that You reign forever. 
 

P Lord Jesus, whose birth brings great joy for all the world, 

C grant Your blessing to all missionaries that they proclaim You 

and Your salvation to all. 
 

P Lord Jesus, born so that the Father is reconciled, 

C grant us peace not only with the Father but with all people as 

well. 
 

P Hear us as we pray in Your name and as You have taught us: 
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LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER FROM SUNDAY 

P Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, 

C that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening 

perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; 
 

P for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER FOR TODAY 

P Let us pray. Heavenly Father, Your Son comes in human flesh that by 

His cross He might create peace between us and You. 

C Cause that peace to manifest in our lives that we would live in 

peace toward all people; 
 

P for You live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR PEACE 

P Let us pray. O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, 

C give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, 

that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 

that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in 

peace and quietness; 
 

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P God the Father, to whom we are reconciled, 

 the Son, whose birth was praised by the shepherds, and 

 the Holy Spirit, who today proclaims the glad tidings of Christ, 

 grant you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

349 Hark the Glad Sound  LSB 349 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                   Amen 


