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THE LIFE IN THE LIGHT 
 

AS WE GATHER  

Christ is born in Bethlehem! O come, let us adore Him! Christmas 

has come. The waiting and preparations are over—today we join 

the whole Christian Church on earth in celebrating the birth of 

Jesus, born in a stable, in the little town of Bethlehem of Judea, the 

city of David. Even though His birth was over two thousand years 

ago, we continue to proclaim and rejoice, for He is the Savior of 

the nations. He is the light, the light that pierces the darkness of our 

lives and gives us life. 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

380 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING  

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                     Amen 
 
Public domain 
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INVOCATION  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES  

P Joy to the world! 
C The Lord is come! 
 
P Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
C O come, let us adore Him. 
 
P The light of the world has come. 
C He shines in our darkness. 
 
P In the light is life, 
C the life of all people. 
 
P Joy to the world! 
C The Lord is come! 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

P As we gather together to worship Jesus and remember His 
wondrous incarnation, we remember that we were once lost in 
darkness and do not deserve the wondrous gift of the Savior 
God has sent us. 

C We have often chosen darkness over light. We have often 
failed to adore our Lord and Savior. We have often 
refused to reflect His light to those around us. 

 
P We turn to God in repentance and implore Him for mercy. 
 
Silence for reflection 
 

P Lord, You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. 
C Let Your light shine in our darkness. 
 



4 

 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by 

the prophets. But now in these last days, He has spoken to us 

by His Son. Jesus Christ has brought the good news of peace, 

joy, and salvation into our world. That good news is the 

forgiveness of sins, salvation, and everlasting life in the light of 

Christ. These are yours because of Christ’s death and 

resurrection for you. Hear that good news: As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the X 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 

not overcome it. 
 

+ WORD + 
 

387 JOY TO THE WORLD  

 

 

 

                                                                                                   Amen 
 
Public domain 
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KYRIE 
 

368 ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH  

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                         Amen 
Public domain 
 

SALUTATION  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Let us pray. 
  
Almighty God, You are the giver of every good and perfect 

gift. By the incarnation of Your Son, You have given Your 

creation the perfect gifts of light and life. May the light of Christ 

continually pierce the darkness of our lives; through the same, 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our light, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading                          Isaiah 7:10–14 
 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your 

God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I 

will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” And he said, 

“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, 

that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give 

you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

shall call his name Immanuel.” 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
365 AWAY IN A MANGER  

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                       Amen 
 
Public domain 
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EPISTLE                                             1 John 4:7–16 
 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 

whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone 

who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In 

this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent 

his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this 

is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved 

us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; 

if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected 

in us. 

 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 

because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify 

that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in 

him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the 

love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love 

abides in God, and God abides in him. 

P  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Solo:  Adore 

Director: Robin Walter        Sung by Linda Meseke 
 

You stepped down from heaven Humbly you came 

God of all creation Here with us 

In a starlet manger Emmanuel 

Light of the world Here to save 

Refrain 

Adore Come let us adore Oh come let us adore him 

The Lord, worship Christ, the Lord 

Let all that is within us Adore 

Wise men bring their treasures Shepherds bow low 

Angel voices sing of peace on earth What have I to offer 

To heaven's King I'll bring my life, my love, my all 

Refrain 

Angels sing, praises ring to the newborn King 

Peace on earth, here with us, joy awakening 

At your feet we fall 

Refrain 
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VERSE                                                    Matthew 1:21 
P  She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.” 

 
HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 1:18-25 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 

together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And 

her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 

shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these 

things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 

saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 

wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She 

will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save 

his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord 

had spoken by the prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he 

did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but 

knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his 

name Jesus. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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NICENE CREED  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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358 FROM HEAVEN ABOVE TO EARTH I COME  

 

 

 
 

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 

And see what in the manger lies. 

Who is this child, so young and fair? 

It is the Christ Child lying there.   Amen 
 
Public domain 
 

SERMON  Love Came Down at Christmas        1 John 4:9 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and all 
people according to their needs. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, You are the light of the world. Yet this world 
is still contaminated with darkness, sin, and evil. Deliver us 
from darkness by shining the light of Your love to every corner 
of the world. Light of the world, 

C shine in our darkness. 
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P Lord, You are life for all people, both in this world and the next. 
Comfort those nearing the end of life with the hope of the 
resurrection from the dead, that they may face the enemy of 
death knowing that death has been defeated and will not have 
the final word. Light of the world, 

C shine in our darkness. 
 
P Lord, death has temporarily claimed many of our friends and 

family members. During this Christmas season, it can be 
difficult to celebrate while there is an empty seat around our 
tables. Send hope to those who mourn the death of loved 
ones. Light of the world, 

C shine in our darkness. 
 
P Lord, You have given us grace upon grace, but we still 

struggle with disappointments in this world. Sing Your grace 
into the lives of those who are struggling with stress and 
anxiety, unemployment and homelessness, infertility and 
miscarriage. Light of the world, 

C shine in our darkness. 
 
P Lord, Your Word declares the feet of those who bring good 

news to be beautiful. Raise up missionaries, pastors, teachers, 
and other ministers and leaders in Your Church, so that the 
good news of salvation may be spread to all nations. Light of 
the world, 

C shine in our darkness. 
 
P Lord, You came to us as the ultimate gift of love at Your 

incarnation. We rejoice today at Your lavish love. We also join 
in rejoicing with those celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, and 
other special occasions. Light of the world, 

C shine in our darkness. 
 
P Finally, Lord, as You are full of grace and truth, fill Your 

Church with grace and truth so we may live according to Your 
will and share Your Gospel of forgiveness, life, and salvation 
with the world. Light of the world, 

C shine in our darkness. Amen. 
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+ SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE  

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
PROPER PREFACE  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the 

mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 

revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your 

Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen.  

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 
 
 

SANCTUS  LSB 178 
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LORD'S PRAYER  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI  LSB 180 

 

 

 

 

 
 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMN + 
 

379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL  

 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  LSB 199 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING  

P O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, 
who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the 
flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us 
pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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388 GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN  

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
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