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April 3, 2019 – Lent Midweek 4 

 

LENT MIDWEEK - 4 

VESPERS 

A GOD WITH A MOTHER 

To say that God and man are one in Jesus is not to say that 

Jesus has always been a fully-grown man. We know that, of 

course, as we celebrate His nativity. But His incarnation didn’t 

begin at His birth. His taking on human flesh was a full nine 

months earlier, when the eternal Second Person of the Trinity, 

whom time and space cannot contain, united Himself to a single 

human zygote cell. At that moment, Mary became a mother and 

God became man. 

To confess that Mary is the “Mother of God” is to say nothing 

about Mary and to say everything about her child, which is why 

the Early Church Fathers and the Lutheran Confessions insisted on 

this proper designation of the blessed virgin. To call her the 

Mother of God is to say that the zygote who lived inside her is 

God—as was the blastocyst, the embryo, the fetus. And the infant, 

the toddler, the little boy. And the adolescent, the teenager, the 

young man. The man Jesus upon the cross is truly God. The Son of 

Mary is the Son of God. 

And now, as He hangs dying on the cross, the prophecy 

Simeon gave to Mary, that a sword would pierce her own soul as 

well, is being fulfilled. And in this hour of His suffering and her 

grief, He commends His mother into the care of His beloved 

disciple. He cares for her who has cared for Him. 

 

Please rise 
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P In the name of the Father, and of the Son T and of the  

     Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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CONFESSION 

P As we consider the true humanity of our Lord, let us confess 

our human failings. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

 

P In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “When you fast,”  

C but we have avoided physical discomfort and preferred 

less physical “spiritual” disciplines. 
 

P Jesus prayed, “I am praying for them,” 

C but we have spent more time praying for ourselves than 

interceding for others. 
 

P Jesus “was despised and rejected by men,” 

C but we have avoided opposition whenever possible. 
 

P Jesus’ garments were stripped from Him, 

C but we have tried to hide our shame from God and one 

another. 
 

P Jesus provided for His mother, who gave Him life, even while 

on the cross, 

C but we have neglected the Church, who gives us news of 

eternal life. 
 

P Jesus, while dying to save us, admitted His physical need, 

saying, “I thirst,” 

C but we often make decisions based on our creature 

comforts instead of our faith. 
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P Jesus loved His disciples to the end and washed their feet,  

C but too often we have served because it was expected, not 

out of love. 
 

P Jesus said of His life, “I lay it down of My own accord,” 

C but we have sought to save our own skins. 
 

P Jesus was buried and rested in the tomb, 

C but we have looked for ways to avoid even talking about 

death. 
 

P Jesus surprised everyone when He rose on Easter, 

C but we have failed to live as those who will also rise to live 

with Him forever. Have mercy and forgive us, O Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
 

FORGIVENESS 

P The man Jesus, the Word made flesh, endured hunger,  

rejection, shame, abuse, and death to pay for our sins and to open   

heaven to all who trust in His name. He physically rose and now  

gives us our daily bread, lets His kingdom come to us and through  

us, and moves us to do His will here on earth until we follow Him  

through death to eternity with Him. May He who began a good  

work in you bring it to completion in the day of Jesus Christ.  

                                                                              (Philippians 1:6) 

C Amen. 
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PSALMODY      Psalm 127:1–5; antiphon: Ephesians 2:19    Tone A 

All: (spoken) So then you are no longer strangers and 

aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 

members of the household of God. 

 
P   Unless the LORD builds the house, 

those who build it la- | bor in vain.* 

Unless the LORD watches over the city, 

the watchman stays a- | wake in vain. 

 
C   It is in vain that you rise up early 

and go late to rest, 

eating the bread of | anxious toil;* 

for He gives to his be- | loved sleep. 

 
P  Behold, children are a heritage | from the LORD,* 

the fruit of the womb | a reward. 

 
C  Like arrows in the hand of a | warrior* 

are the children | of one’s youth. 

 
P   Blessed is the man 

who fills his quiver | with them!* 

He shall not be put to shame 

when he speaks with his enemies | in the gate. 

C  Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
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OFFICE HYMN “Jesus in Your Dying Woes” (LSB) 447: 1-3, 7-9) 

 

1. 

Jesus, in Your dying woes, Even while Your life-blood flows, 

Craving pardon for Your foes: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

2. 

Savior, for our pardon sue When our sins Your pangs renew, 

For we know not what we do” Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

3.  

Oh, may we, who mercy need. Be like You in heart and deed, 

For we know not what we do: Hear us holy Jesus. 

 

4. 

Jesus, loving to the end Her whose heart Your sorrows rend, 

And Your dearest human friend: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

5. 

May we in Your sorrows share, For Your sake all peril dare, 

And enjoy Your tender care: Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

6.  

May we all You loved ones be, All one holy family, 

Loving, since Your love we see: Hear us, holy Jesus. Amen 

 

 

READING    Isaiah 62:1-5 

 

P A reading from the Sixty second chapter of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I 

will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

and her salvation as a burning torch. 



8 

April 3, 2019 – Lent Midweek 4 

 

The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your 

glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the 

LORD will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a 

royal diadem in the hand of your God.  

You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no 

more be termed Desolate, but you shall be called My Delight Is in 

Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your 

land shall be married. 

For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons 

marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall 

your God rejoice over you. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                                            Revelation 12:1–6 

And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed 

with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a 

crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was crying out in 

birth pains and the agony of giving birth. And another sign 

appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven 

heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. His tail 

swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the 

earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about 

to give birth, so that when she bore her Child he might devour 

it. She gave birth to a male Child, one who is to rule all the 

nations with a rod of iron, but her Child was caught up to God 

and to his throne, and the woman fled into the wilderness, 

where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be 

nourished for 1,260 days. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please rise for the Holy Gospel 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 2:1–5; 19:25–27 

On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, 

and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus also was invited to 

the wedding with His disciples. When the wine ran out, the 

mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus 

said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with Me? My 

hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do 

whatever He tells you.” . . . 

But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and 

His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene. When Jesus saw His mother and the disciple 

whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, 

“Woman, behold, your son!” Then He said to the disciple, 

“Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took 

her to his own home. 

P   O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORY     1 John 2:1; [Mark 10:33]; Psalm 32:1 

 

P We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous. 

C He was delivered up to death; 

     He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

 

P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose 

sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; 

     He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

 

P We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous. 

C He was delivered up to death; 

     He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
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Lent:  LSB 231 

 

 
 

 

SERMON     “A God with a Mother” 
 

CANTICLE  “Praise Be to Christ” (LSB 538) 

                             Tune St. Peter’s Norwalk (762) 

Praise be to Christ in whom we see  

The image of the Father shown,  

The firstborn Son revealed and known,  

The truth and grace of deity;  

Through whom creation came to birth,  

Whose fingers set the stars in place,  

The unseen pow’rs, and this small earth,  

The furthest bounds of time and space.  

 

 

Praise be to Him whose sov’reign sway  

And will upholds creation’s plan;  

Who is, before all worlds began  

And when our world has passed away: 

Lord of the Church, its life and head,  

Redemption’s price and source and theme,  

Alive, the firstborn from the dead,  

To reign as all-in-all supreme.  
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Praise be to Him who, Lord Most High,  

The fullness of the Godhead shares;  

And yet our human nature bears,  

Who came as man to bleed and die.  

And from His cross there flows our peace  

Who chose for us the path He trod,  

That so might sins and sorrows cease  

And all be reconciled to God. Amen 
 

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission. 

Tune: © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

C Lord, have mercy;   

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven,   

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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COLLECTS 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P  Almighty God, before Your Son’s death, which would crush 

the head of the serpent and redeem all mankind, He gave His 

mother into the care of John, His beloved disciple. Grant us grace 

to believe that You have not left us as orphans, but through Holy 

Baptism have entrusted us to the care of Your Church, our mother, 

where we daily and richly receive the forgiveness of sins; through 

Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 
 

P Holy God, by Your Son’s holy incarnation, You sanctified 

all stages of life. Grant us courage to defend the weakest among us, 

especially the unborn and aged, that we would with our lips and 

lives protect and honor the preciousness intrinsic to every human 

being; through Jesus Christ.  

C Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the 

world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 

our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. (410) 

C Amen. 
 

Please rise 
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BENEDICAMUS 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN   “Behold the Man before You”  
                                   Tune: LSB 453 “Upon the Cross Extended” 
1. 

Behold the man before you: 

The One who would restore you 

Stands silent in your stead. 

He waits for His conviction— 

Your rightful crucifixion.  He bows His holy, weary head.  

 

2. 

Hands, feet, and shoulders bleeding, 

To God the Father pleading 

For your own heart and soul. 

Come, sinner, watch in wonder: 

His body laden under 

The ransom of your sin in whole. 

 

3. 

Exposed and bare, He covers 

Your shame with grace that hovers 

Upon you night and day. 

His final breath expended— 

The reign of death upended.  

His verdict kills the devil’s sway. 
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4. 

Behold your God, here buried: 

Your sin and sorrows carried 

Into the earthen tomb. 

But wait with expectation: 

The Lord of your salvation 

Will rescue you from graven doom. 

 

 

 

5. 

Christ, God and man, is living! 

His risen body giving 

Proof that our Savior won. 

Your hands will raise to bless Him, 

Your lips will e’er confess Him: 

The born and dead and risen One! 

Amen 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Our Lenten Series “Behold the Man” continues through 

Lent and even to Easter Sunday, so please plan to 

attend and enjoy each portion of this Lenten 

preparation as “the church that is a family.” 

 

APRIL 10, 2019 A GOD WHO THIRSTS      1:15 AND 7PM 

 

MAUNDY-THURSDAY - APRIL 18, 2019  

W/COMMUNION - A GOD WHO LOVES         1:15 AND 7PM 

 

GOOD FRIDAY - APRIL19, 2019  

A GOD WHO BLEEDS, A GOD WHO DIES    1:15 AND 7PM 

 

EASTER SUNDAY – APRIL 21, 2019 

A GOD WHO RISES 

10:00 AM COMMUNION 

 


