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LENT MIDWEEK - 2 

VESPERS 

A GOD BEATEN 

 
“Behold the man!” was Pontius Pilate’s short, yet most 

profound, sermon. Our endeavor this Lententide and Easter Sunday 

is to behold the man, God in human flesh, Jesus. Each time 

together, we are meditating on and proclaiming His real, bodily 

suffering and death as well as His physical resurrection. He knew 

all that real bodies experience; He suffered, wept, bled, ate, and 

hoped.  

Today, we recall that the man Jesus was struck in the home of 

the high priest, although He was our great High Priest. He was 

struck according to God’s will; He was beaten for us! 

As we move through this season of Lent, it will become 

increasingly clear why God became man: He lived this physical 

life in order to be nailed to a cross. Thereby, we are truly preparing 

for the celebration of His real, bodily, flesh-and-blood resurrection. 

Without that, our faith and our preaching are all in vain. God the 

Son became the embodied, incarnate Son of Mary. In Jesus, God 

has human flesh, a body, just like us. What could be more 

profound? Behold the man, who has led the way for us through 

death to our own physical resurrection! 
 

 

 

 

 

Please rise as we begin our worship service 
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P In the name of the Father, and of the Son T and of the  

     Holy Spirit. 
 
C Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES 

P    In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  

C and the Word was God.  John 1:1 
 

P The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  

C and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from 

the Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:14 
 

P Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood,  

C He Himself likewise partook of the same things.  
                                                             Hebrews 2:14 

 

P Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:  

C He was manifested in the flesh,  
 

P vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the 

nations,  

C believed on in the world, taken up in glory.    
 

P For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

C and at the last He will stand upon the earth. 
 

P And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 

C yet in my flesh I shall see God.  Job 19:25–26 
 

CONFESSION 

 
P As we consider the true humanity of our Lord, let us confess 

our human failings. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

 



5 

March 20, 2019 – Lent Midweek 2 

 

P In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “When you fast,”  

C but we have avoided physical discomfort and preferred 

less physical “spiritual” disciplines. 
 

P Jesus prayed, “I am praying for them,” 

C but we have spent more time praying for ourselves than 

interceding for others. 
 

P Jesus “was despised and rejected by men,” 

C but we have avoided opposition whenever possible. 
 

P Jesus’ garments were stripped from Him, 

C but we have tried to hide our shame from God and one 

another. 
 

P Jesus provided for His mother, who gave Him life, even while 

on the cross, 

C but we have neglected the Church, who gives us news of 

eternal life. 
 

P Jesus, while dying to save us, admitted His physical need, 

saying, “I thirst,” 

C but we often make decisions based on our creature 

comforts instead of our faith. 
 

P Jesus loved His disciples to the end and washed their feet,  

C but too often we have served because it was expected, not 

out of love. 
 

P Jesus said of His life, “I lay it down of My own accord,” 

C but we have sought to save our own skins. 
 

P Jesus was buried and rested in the tomb, 
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C but we have looked for ways to avoid even talking about 

death. 
 

P Jesus surprised everyone when He rose on Easter, 

C but we have failed to live as those who will also rise to live 

with Him forever. Have mercy and forgive us, O Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
 

 

FORGIVENESS 

 
P The man Jesus, the Word made flesh, endured hunger,  

rejection, shame, abuse, and death to pay for our sins and to open   

heaven to all who trust in His name. He physically rose and now  

gives us our daily bread, lets His kingdom come to us and through  

us, and moves us to do His will here on earth until we follow Him  

through death to eternity with Him. May He who began a good  

work in you bring it to completion in the day of Jesus Christ.  

                                                                              (Philippians 1:6) 

C Amen. 

 

 

PSALMODY (spoken)       Psalm 31:1–8, 19–24; antiphon: v. 1 

 

All: In You, O LORD, do I take refuge; 

let me never be put to shame; 

in Your righteousness deliver me! 
 

P Incline Your ear to me; rescue me speedily! 

C Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me! 
 

P For You are my rock and my fortress; 

     and for Your name’s sake You lead me and guide me; 
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C You take me out of the net they have hidden for me, 

     for You are my refuge. 
 

P Into Your hand I commit my spirit; 

C You have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 
 

P I hate those who pay regard to worthless idols, 

C but I trust in the LORD. 
 

P I will rejoice and be glad in Your steadfast love, 

     because You have seen my affliction; 

C You have known the distress of my soul, 
 

P and You have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; 

C You have set my feet in a broad place. 
 

All: In You, O LORD, do I take refuge; 

let me never be put to shame; 

in Your righteousness deliver me! 
 

P Oh, how abundant is Your goodness, 

     which You have stored up for those who fear You 

C and worked for those who take refuge in You, 

     in the sight of the children of mankind! 
 

P In the cover of Your presence You hide them from the plots of 

men; 

C You store them in Your shelter from the strife of tongues. 
 

P Blessed be the LORD, 

C for He has wondrously shown His steadfast love to me 

     when I was in a besieged city. 
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P I had said in my alarm, “I am cut off from Your sight.” 

C But You heard the voice of my pleas for mercy 

     when I cried to You for help. 
 

P Love the LORD, all you His saints! 

C The LORD preserves the faithful 

 but abundantly repays the one who acts in pride. 
 

P Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 

C all you who wait for the LORD! 
 

All: In You, O LORD, do I take refuge; 

let me never be put to shame; 

in Your righteousness deliver me! 
 

Please be seated 

 

 

READING Isaiah 53:1–6, 10  

                   (A prophecy of Jesus’ being struck and beaten.) 

 

P This prophecy of Jesus’ beating is in poetic form. Let us 

read it responsively. A reading from the third chapter of 

Isaiah. 

 

P Who has believed what he has heard from us? 

C And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

 

P For He grew up before Him like a young plant, 

C and like a root out of dry ground; 

 

P He had no form or majesty that we should look at Him, 

C and no beauty that we should desire Him. 

 

P He was despised and rejected by men, 

C a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 



9 

March 20, 2019 – Lent Midweek 2 

 

P and as one from whom men hide their faces He was 

despised,  

C and we esteemed Him not. 

 

P Surely, He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 

C yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and 

afflicted. 

 

P But He was pierced for our transgressions; 

C He was crushed for our iniquities; 

 

P upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

C and with His wounds we are healed. 

 

P All we like sheep have gone astray; 

 we have turned—everyone—to his own way 

C and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

 

P Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush Him; 

C He has put Him to grief; 

 

P when His soul makes an offering for guilt, 

 He shall see His offspring; He shall prolong His days; 

C the will of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 

 

P   O Lord have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
READING John 18:19–24  

                   (Jesus is struck in the high priest’s home.) 

 
19 The high priest then questioned Jesus about His disciples 

and His teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, “I have spoken 

openly to the world. I have always taught in synagogues and 

in the temple, where all Jews come together. I have said 

nothing in secret. 21 Why do you ask Me? Ask those who have 

heard Me what I said to them; they know what I said.” 22 

When He had said these things, one of the officers standing by 
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struck Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that how You answer 

the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If what I said is 

wrong, bear witness about the wrong; but if what I said is 

right, why do you strike Me?” 24 Annas then sent him bound to 

Caiaphas the high priest. 

 
P O Lord have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

RESPONSORY     1 John 2:1; [Mark 10:33]; Psalm 32:1 

 

P We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous. 

C He was delivered up to death; 

     He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

 

 

P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose 

sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; 

     He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

 
 
P We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous. 

C He was delivered up to death; 

     He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
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Lent:  LSB 231 

 

 

 

HYMN     “O Love, How Deep” (LSB 544:1–4) 

1.  O love, how deep, how broad how high, 

     Beyond all thought and fantasy, 

     That God, the Son of God, should take 

     Our mortal form for mortals’ sake. 

 

      2. He sent no angel to our race, 

          Of higher or of lower place, 

          But wore the robe or human frame, 

          And to the world Himself he came. 

 

           3. For us baptized, for us He bore 

               His holy fast and hungered sore; 

               For us temptation sharp He knew; 

               For us the tempter over threw. 

 

                4. For us He prayed; for us He taught; 

                    For us His daily works He wrought, 

                    By words and signs and actions thus 

                    Still seeking not Himself but us. Amen 
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SERMON     “A God Beaten” 

 

CANTICLE “Praise Be to Christ” (LSB 538) 

                             Tune St. Peter’s Norwalk (762) 

Praise be to Christ in whom we see  

The image of the Father shown,  

The firstborn Son revealed and known,  

The truth and grace of deity;  

Through whom creation came to birth,  

Whose fingers set the stars in place,  

The unseen pow’rs, and this small earth,  

The furthest bounds of time and space.  

 

 

Praise be to Him whose sov’reign sway  

And will upholds creation’s plan;  

Who is, before all worlds began  

And when our world has passed away: 

Lord of the Church, its life and head,  

Redemption’s price and source and theme,  

Alive, the firstborn from the dead,  

To reign as all-in-all supreme.  

 

Praise be to Him who, Lord Most High,  

The fullness of the Godhead shares;  

And yet our human nature bears,  

Who came as man to bleed and die.  

And from His cross there flows our peace  

Who chose for us the path He trod,  

That so might sins and sorrows cease  

And all be reconciled to God. Amen 
 

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission. 

Tune: © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson 
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SALUTATION 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us use the experiences of the man Jesus as we pray for 

ourselves, the Church around the world, and all people in their 

various circumstances. 
 

 The man Jesus experienced severe hunger. 

P For all who are denied basic food, clothing, or shelter, that 

God would provide whatever they need to support this body 

and life, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 The man Jesus prayed for His circle of friends and those who 

believed in Him. 

P For the Body of Christ around the world, that God would 

protect and guide clergy and lay leaders so that the Gospel 

may be proclaimed freely and many may come to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 The man Jesus was beaten, abused, and ridiculed. 

P For all who are unjustly imprisoned, persecuted, and denied 

human rights, that God would strengthen them to remain 

strong under their circumstances until they find freedom, 

justice, and dignity, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 The man Jesus was physically exposed on the cross. 

P For all who try to hide their sins and failings, fearing God’s 

wrath and people’s scorn, that the Holy Spirit would grant 
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them faith to know and trust the forgiveness Christ won for 

them, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 The man Jesus cared for His human mother. 

P For all parents and children, especially those in fractured 

families and those dealing with daily turmoil, that our 

heavenly Father would surround them with caring friends and 

counselors to renew the love that they have lost, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 The man Jesus experienced thirst. 

P For all whose lives are focused on relief from pain and 

suffering, from illness or addiction, [including  . . .], that 

according to His gracious plans God would bring about 

healing, relief, and health to body and mind, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 The man Jesus loved His followers to the end by serving even 

as their physical servant. 

P For all who serve in homes and hospitals; all in armed forces 

deployed and in police, emergency, and fire departments at 

home; and all public servants in government, that God would 

protect, strengthen, and guide them for the good of the whole 

society, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 The man Jesus bled and died. 

P For all who understand Jesus only as a moral teacher or 

example of pious living, that the Holy Spirit would open their 

hearts to see that Jesus’ death is the reason He became man 

and to trust that in dying He did everything necessary for our 

salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
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C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 The man Jesus was buried. 

P For all who fear death and all who are in mourning, that the 

Holy Spirit grant them faith to see the death of all who trust in 

Christ as a sleep from which they shall awaken, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

 The man Jesus physically rose triumphant over death. 

P For all artists and musicians, poets and writers who express 

Christian hope and encourage our joyful celebrating, 

anticipating the day when faith gives way to sight, let us pray 

to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and 

all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of 

Your Son and our Brother, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER 

 

P Let us pray. O God, You see that of ourselves we have no 

strength. 

C By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that 

may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts that 

may assault and hurt the soul; 
 

P through Jesus Christ.   

C Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR PEACE 

 

P Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, 

be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways 

C and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast 

faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of 

Your Word; 
 

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. (L24) 

  

C Amen. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER                                          Matthew 6:9–13 

 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS     Luke 2:29–32; antiphon: liturgical text 

 

P Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping 

 That awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we may rest 

in peace. 
 

C  Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word 

has been fulfilled.  

 My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have 

prepared in the sight of every people, a light to reveal You 

to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit;  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 
 

C Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping 

 That awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we may 

rest in peace. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The blessing of almighty God—the Father, who sent His Son 

into the flesh, the T Son, who lived a truly human life in our 

stead, and the Holy Spirit, who has given us faith to trust our 

Savior—be upon you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



18 

March 20, 2019 – Lent Midweek 2 

 

HYMN     “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven” (LSB 877) 

1. 

God, who made the earth and heaven, Darkness and light: 

You the day for work have given, For rest the night. May You  

angel guards defend us, Slumber sweet Your mercy send us, 

Holy dreams and hopes attend us All through the night. 

 

2. 

And when morn again shall call us To run life’s way, 

May we still, what e’er befall us, Your will obey. From the  

Pow’r of evil hid us, In the narrow pathway guide us, 

Never be Your smile denied us all through the day. 

 

3. 

Guard us waking, guard us sleeping, And when we die, 

May we in Your mighty keeping All peaceful lie. When the 

Last dread call shall wake us, The, O Lord, do not forsake us, 

But to reign in glory take us With You on high. 

 

4. 

Holy Father, throned in heaven, All holy Son 

Holy Spirit, freely given, Blest Three in One: Grant us 

Grace, we now implore You, till we lay our crowns before You 

And in worthier strains adore You While ages run. Amen 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Our Lenten Series “Behold the Man” continues through 

Lent and even to Easter Sunday, so please plan to 

attend and enjoy each portion of this Lenten 

preparation as “the church that is a family.” 

 

MARCH 27, 2019 A GOD EXPOSED 1:15 AND 7:00 PM 

APRIL 3, 2019 A GOD WITH A MOTHER 1:15 AND 7PM 

APRIL 10, 2019 A GOD WHO THIRSTS      1:15 AND 7PM 

 

MAUNDY-THURSDAY - APRIL 18, 2019  

W/COMMUNION - A GOD WHO LOVES         1:15 AND 7PM 

 

GOOD FRIDAY - APRIL 19, 2019  

A GOD WHO BLEEDS, A GOD WHO DIES    1:15 AND 7PM 

 

EASTER SUNDAY – APRIL 21, 2019 

A GOD WHO RISES 

10:00 AM COMMUNION 


