CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Christmas Eve. Candlelight Service
As the Church that is a family, we ARE
glad you are here!

THE BRIGHTEST LIGHT!
Christmas is here! We have waited for the greatest light, the light
of the world, Jesus Christ to come and shine in our darkness. We
have focused on the importance of putting on the armor of light.
We have recalled how numerous lights shine brighter together
than alone. We have remembered our purpose as God’s people
who reflect His light into the darkness of the world. Our waiting is
over. The Savior is born! We celebrate His coming. O come, let us
adore Him, Christ the Lord.

+ PREPARATION +
379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

Public domain
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INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES
P Christ is born in Bethlehem. Alleluia!
C O come, let us adore Him.
P We sing with the angels.
C We rejoice with the shepherds.
P We marvel with Mary.
C We glorify and praise God with the whole Christian
Church.
P Christ has shined His wondrous light into our darkness.
C We gather to worship the Word Incarnate.
P Christ is born in Bethlehem. Alleluia!
C O come, let us adore Him.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness
of the true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of
that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in
heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
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Choir: Were You There on That Christmas Night?
Director: Robin Walter
Where you there, were you there on that Christmas night
When the world was filled with a holy light?
Were you there to behold, when the wonder foretold
Came to earth?
Did you see, did you see how they hailed Him King
With the gifts so rare that they chose to bring?
Did you see how they bowed as they praised Him aloud
At His birth?
Did you hear how the choirs of Angels sang
At the glory of the sight?
Did you hear how the bells of Heaven rang
All-through-the night?
Did you know, did you know it was God’s own Son,
The salvation of the world begun?
Did you know it was love, that was sent from above
To the earth?
Were you There?

PSALM

Psalm 96:1–13

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth!
C Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from
day to day.
P Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works
among all the peoples!
C For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be
feared above all gods.
P For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the
LORD made the heavens.
C Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty
are in his sanctuary.
P Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the
LORD glory and strength!
C Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an
offering, and come into his courts!
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P Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before
him, all the earth!
C Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!
P Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; he will
judge the peoples with equity.”
C Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the
sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and everything
in it!
P Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
C before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to judge the
earth.
P He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in his
faithfulness.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now and will be forever.
Amen.

361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

Public domain
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OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 9:2–7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined.
You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad
when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the
staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as
on the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in
battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as
fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will do this.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

Titus 2:11–14

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all
people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions,
and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present
age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people
for his own possession who are zealous for good works.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
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HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 1:18–25

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And
her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what
the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but
knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his
name Jesus.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by
the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His
Son.

Bell Choir: What Child is This
Director: Robin Walter
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370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS

Public domain

SERMON: And the Light SHINES BRIGHTLY
OFFERING
At this time please also fill out the attendance folder in the pew.

“In the Bleak Midwinter”
Violin: Christian Colvin

Piano: Robin Walter
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LITANY
P Our Lord Jesus Christ is born in Bethlehem. O come, let us
adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
P His light shines in the darkness of this world. O come, let us
adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
P He brings peace, unity, and salvation to all the earth. O come,
let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
P He brings good news to those who are far off. O come, let us
adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
P He comes to sacrifice His life for His people. O come, let us
adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
P He comes to restore all creation. O come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
P He comes to comfort the oppressed, persecuted, and grieving.
O come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
P He comes to heal those who are sick, injured, and recovering.
O come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord!
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COLLECT FOR PEACE
P O God, You have not forgotten Your people, but sent them
Your only Son in the humble form of an infant. Keep our eyes
fixed on Him throughout the year, that we may be filled with
Christmas wonder and joy; through the same Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

CANDLE LIGHT CELEBRATION OF CHRIST’S BIRTH
Please rise as the Ushers come with the light for your candle.
Place your candle sideways to receive the light and hold upright to
pass the light. We do ask that you be careful as the wax is difficult
to get out of carpet and upholstery.

Christmas Eve Worship
Page 10

CHRISTMAS EVE HYMN CELEBRATION

Luke 2

P We hear again the Good News from the Gospel according to
St. Luke, chapter 2. Following each section of the reading, we
sing songs of Christmas joy, echoing the sounds of the angels
on that first Christmas night.
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be registered. This was the first registration
when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be
registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed, who was with child.
A Christmas visit to the little town of Bethlehem by Rev.
Phillips Brooks of Pennsylvania in 1865 led to his writing one
of the most beloved of all Christmas hymns. We reflect on the
importance of that special place.

361 O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM

Public domain
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P And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in
swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.
Although “Away in a Manger” has been called “Luther’s Cradle
Hymn” by some people, its actual Lutheran connection comes
from the fact that it was first published in a Lutheran Sunday
School hymnal in Philadelphia in 1885. It was not translated
into German until 1934, but since then has become as wellloved by Christian people in the “Old World” as it is here in the
“New World.”

364 AWAY IN A MANGER

Public domain

P And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
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and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear
not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for
all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a
manger.”
There are many Christmas songs and carols that include
references to angels and the angelic hosts. Now more than two
centuries old, “Angels from the Realms of Glory” was written by
English poet James Montgomery, who is the author of a number
of hymns we sing throughout the year. We invite the angels to
join our worship of the Christ Child as we sing.

367 ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY

Public domain
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P And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is
pleased!”
Some of the Christmas songs we cherish have deep historical
roots. “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” dates back to the thirteenth
century so would have been known by Martin Luther and his
family in Wittenberg. Originally, the lines of the song alternated
between Latin and German. Together we raise our voices to
heaven as we join the “multitude of the heavenly host” in holy
song.

386 NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE

Public domain

P When the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known
to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby lying in a manger.
Almost a century old now, the text of “Gentle Mary Laid Her
Child” was written by Joseph S. Cook for a carol-writing
competition in 1919. It won the competition and was printed in the
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Christian Guardian magazine the following year and then, about
ten years later, it appeared in a Canadian hymnal. The words,
which have been set to a melody from the sixteenth century,
create for us a vision of that marvelous birth, complete with the
shepherds and the angels.

374 GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD

Public domain

P And when they [the shepherds] saw it, they made known the
saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who
heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Each generation adds to the list of favorite Christmas songs as
different nations and cultures enrich the repertoire. The spiritual
“Go Tell It on the Mountain,” for many years limited to African
American songbooks, has become a treasured addition to
hymnals not only in the United States but worldwide. The
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shepherds glorified and praised God as they returned to their
fields and their lives. We shape our worship and our lives with
praise to God for the gift of the Savior, the baby Jesus born in
Bethlehem.
P Luke writes that Mary “treasured up all these things in her
heart.” That phrase “all these things” includes her personal
experience of that first Christmas night with the angels and the
shepherds and the promise of God coming true. God has kept His
covenant with His people, and we are blessed by it. With renewing
faith, growing hope, and expanding love on this most holy night,
we sing the first verse in the historic language of the Lutheran
Church and sing.

363 SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT
1g

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Alles schläft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh.
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(At the conclusion of the singing please gently blow out your
candle and hold it upright a few minutes to allow the wax to
harden and no longer drip. Thank you.

CLOSING PRAYER
P Let us pray.
O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness
of the true light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that
light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in
heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C Amen.

Please remain standing as we sing the final hymn
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387 JOY TO THE WORLD

Public domain

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 1. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001
by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Christmas Eve Worship
Page 18

Poinsettias purchased by:
Kathleen Barnes
David & Angela Benschneider
Ann Bjorklund
Brad & Kathy Colvin
Mickey Denner
Darlene Dominik
Lauretta Dorn
Betty Dunstan
Betty Ellinghuysen
Pam Gant
Nedra Guyette
Cody Gray
Ruth Hayden
Flora Hite
Phil & Carol Huntwork
Lois Jordan
Kari Lindner
Robert Love
Tom & Ann Reutenauer
Gerry & Phyllis Smith
Janet Sowinski
Jim Wilson
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