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OUR CHURCH WELCOMES
We welcome each and every one of you and invite you to let this be a
time for spiritual renewal.
Reach out a friendly hand to those around you.
As brothers and sisters in Christ, we gather as the people of God,
“The Church that is a Family”…………..Welcome!!
Guests & members: Please remember to sign the attendance sheet form
found in the Attendance book found in each pew.
Christ Lutheran Church Holy Communion: As I
commune as a Child of God, I examine myself
and understand that I am a sinner. I tell God that
I am sorry for the wrong that I have done, and I
believe that Jesus forgives me. As I approach the
Lord’s Table, I will receive, in this Holy Sacrament,
the real presence of Christ’s Body in the bread
and His Blood in the wine. Please see Pastor
Meseke before taking communion.

Communion in the pew:
If you need to receive Holy Communion in the pew, please notify an usher
before service. We also request that you are seated in a aisle pew that is
easily accessible from the aisle.

We are glad that you are
with us this morning. If
there is a reason you can’t
be with us any Sunday
Worship, you can be with
us via the internet.
We live stream our worship
service. Go to our website
www.clcfla.org for the link.
You may also view any
worship service you may
have missed.

Do you have trouble hearing?
If you have trouble hearing,
please stop by the sound
room. We have hearing
devices available.
Parents of Children: We have children’s
bulletins and drawing boxes available.
Please return the drawing boxes after the
service.

If you have trouble reading
this bulletin, we do have full
size bulletins printed. Ask one
of the ushers if you need one.
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343 Prepare the Royal Highway

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012767.
Public domain
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Confession and Absolution
(Please rise as you are able)
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation

LSB 184

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation

Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 LSB 184
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

LSB 184
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

Absolution

[John 20:19–23] LSB 185
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and
of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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Service of the Word
Kyrie

Mark 10:47 LSB 186

The First Song of Isaiah
(The choir will first sing the Refrain, then the congregation should join in
singing the refrain and also join the choir singing the refrain after each
verse is sung)

Refrain

Verse
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing
from the springs of salvation.
And on that day you shall say,
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Refrain
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Verse
Make his deed known among the peoples;
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things,
and this is known in all the world.

Refrain
Verse
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion,
ring out your joy,
For the great one in the midst of you
is the Holy One of Israel.

Refrain (sung twice)
From The Draft Proposed book of Common Prayer. Copyright 1976 by Charles Mortimer Guilbert as Custodian of
the Standard Book of Common Prayer. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Lt us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten
Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure
minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Please be seated
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Old Testament Reading

Malachi 3:1–7b
“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me.
And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming,
says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who
can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’
soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in
righteousness to the LORD. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against
the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely,
against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and
the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear
me, says the LORD of hosts.
“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are
not consumed. From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from
my statutes and have not kept them.
R This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 66:1–12

Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise!
Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you.
All the earth worships you and sings praises to you;
they sing praises to your name.”
Come and see what God has done:
he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.
He turned the sea into dry land;
they passed through the river on foot.
There did we rejoice in him, who rules by his might forever, whose eyes
keep watch on the nations—
C let not the rebellious exalt themselves.
R Bless our God, O peoples;
C let the sound of his praise be heard,
R who has kept our soul among the living
C and has not let our feet slip.
R For you, O God, have tested us;
C you have tried us as silver is tried.
R You brought us into the net;
C you laid a crushing burden on our backs;
R you let men ride over our heads;

R
C
R
C
R
C
R
C
R
C
R
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C we went through fire and through water; yet you have brought us out to
a place of abundance.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen

Epistle

Philippians 1:2–11
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of
mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in
the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that he who
began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus
Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in
my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is
my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is
my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge
and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be
pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
R This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Choir: Will We Know Him?
Director: Robin Walter
Are we ready for the Babe of Bethlehem to be born in a lowly stall?
Are we ready to greet the tiny little King who will come to save us all?
Are we ready for the star of Bethlehem to appear in the winter sky?
Are we ready to follow anywhere it leads, and let its light fill all our lives?
Prepare ye the way for the King of Glory, once again proclaim the wondrous story.
God will send His own true Son, but will we know Him when He comes?
Are we ready for the song of Bethlehem to declare our Savior’s birth?
Are we ready to join the angels as they sing, and spread the news to all on earth?
Prepare ye the way for the King of Glory, once again proclaim the wondrous story.
God will send His own true Son, but will we know Him when He comes?
Are we ready for the Babe of Bethlehem, God’s true and promised Son?
Are we ready to greet the tiny little King and will we know Him when He comes?
Will we know Him when He comes?

(Please rise as you are able)

Verse of the Day

Luke 3:4b, 6
P Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all flesh
shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia.
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Luke 3:1–14

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother
Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch
of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into
all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the
prophet,
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall become straight,
and the rough places shall become level ways,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”
He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him,
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to
the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire.”
And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered
them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and
whoever has food is to do likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be
baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to
them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked
him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with
your wages.”
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated
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349 Hark the Glad Sound

Public domain

Sermon: "Return to the Lord? How Far?
Offering
Please sign & pass the Welcome Books in the pews during the Offering

Offertory

Psalm 51:10–12 LSB 192
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Prayer of the Church
(Please rise as you are able)

Lord's Prayer

Matthew 6:9–13 LSB 196
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

At this time, those staying for the Service of the Sacrament please be seated.
Those not staying may leave at this time.
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Service of the Sacrament
Preface

2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 LSB 194

Proper Preface
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes
again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and singing:
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Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 LSB 195

The Words of Our Lord
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”
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John 20:19 LSB 197

John 1:29 LSB 198

Please be seated

Distribution
Distribution Hymn:
375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising
The Dismissal

LSB 199

LSB 199
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
C Amen.
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(Please rise as you are able)

Nunc Dimittis

Luke 2:29–32 LSB 199

Thanksgiving

Psalm 107:1 LSB 200
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Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation

Benedicamus

P

2 Timothy 4:22 LSB 201

Psalm 103:1 LSB 202

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
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936 Sing Praise to the God of Israel

© 1992 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012767.
Public domain

T THIS WORSHIP IS ENDED. LET OUR SERVICE BEGIN. T

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright ©
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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December 9th – December 15th, 2018
THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Free Family Turkey Dinner followed by
“The Not-So-Silent Night” Christmas Puppet Show!
Monday:
Tuesday
Wednesday:
Wednesday:
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday:
Saturday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7 pm
1 pm
9 am
9 – 11 am
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Walk by Faith
Bible Study
God’s Clothes Closet
Soup Supper
Mid-Week Advent Service
Choir after worship
Bell Choir
LWML Mary Martha
Poker Run Benefit
Yard Crew
Bible Class / Sunday School
Worship w/communion

Coffee Social in the Fellowship Hall after worship!
Altar Color: Blue
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Psalm 85:1-13
Philippians 4:4-7
Holy Gospel Luke 7:18-28

Birthdays today & this week:
12/09 Hayley Leschner
12/10 James Miller
12/10 James Wilson

12/11 Lois Jordan
12/13 Mickey Cook
12/15 Carol Buenning

Memorial Gift:
Given to the General Fund by Brad & Elizabeth Landon in memory of Karl
Kinzer

Scrip Cards Info:
Don’t forget to order SCRIP cards for Christmas Gifts. We will not be
ordering cards on Dec 23rd & Dec 30th. Order your cards today or
December 16th.

Thank You:
Our Clavinova is PAID IN FULL! Thank You. On behalf of our music director,
Robin & our choir and bell choir, thank you to our congregation for
donating to our Clavinova. Thanks to our church council for advancing the
funds allowing us to take advantage of the discounted price. It is done –
enjoy the music!
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Live Streaming
For those who don’t drive at night, our Mid-week Advent services are being
recorded. You can watch them live or at your convenience. For the link,
go to our website clcfla.org.

Thank You:
On behalf of all the people served by Bethesda
Lutheran Communities I want to thank you for
your prayers and generous support. Free will
offerings on Bethesda Sunday totaled $917.00.
Please continue to pray for Bethesda, all of its’ employees and clients. God
truly has been good to us.
Rev. Dr. Randall Mueller

FYI…..
You can view the videos that Rev. Dr. Randall Mueller wants to share with us
showing how Bethesda has and is helping people.
They can be found on Christ Lutheran’s church website under the Ministries
tab.

Advent Soup Supper, This Wednesday 5:30 pm
Signup sheet is in the Narthex. This week, Mission Board will be serving
Sloppy Joes and dessert.

Christmas Tree in the Narthex!
Add your Christmas card “to the Congregation” on the tree in the narthex
for all to see!

LWML Mary Martha Meeting
Our meeting for this month is this Friday, December 14th @ 1 pm. We will
have a pot luck lunch at our meeting.

New Address:
Sarah McGinnis
5925 Ward Rd
Sanborn NY 14132
Order your poinsettia plants to adorn our
sanctuary during the Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day services. There is a signup
sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex.
Please make sure you have your name on the
signup sheet, since we order what is on the
sheet. Each plant will be an $8.00 donation.
Place check or money in an envelope with
your name and place in offering plate.
Flowers can be taken home Christmas day.
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Christmas Cookies
The LWML Mary Martha Group will be sponsoring their annual “Cookie
Walk” on Sunday December 16th. The cookie walk is a great way to get
home baked cookies for Christmas parties or to give as gifts. But if you want
to bake some cookies yourself and try some other member’s cookies, you
can use it as a swap. If you would like to donate cookies to our walk, you
can drop them off in the fellowship hall. Cookies from the walk is also used
to give to our homebound members.

Advent Coin Folders
Praise God for the work our Lutheran Bible Translators are doing in Southeast
Asia. Tim and Michelle Miller came, gave us updates, thanked us and left
with dreams.
During their presentation following the Pot Luck, members asked them what
else we could do to help besides the “usual” support we give them to
further their work.
It’s a dream we have, said Tim, to supply more “projectors” to outlying
areas of the Khon people. (CLC graciously purchased the first ones and
they were met with overall success) This would allow the Khon to visually SEE
the Bible stories and to HEAR them in their language. Cost? We could
probably get them for under $100 each Tim told us and 15 or more would
be awesome. And then the dream grew as all dreams do…if we had
these, we could put the Sunday school curriculum (over 1 year of weekly
lessons for children and adults) and new Gospel films dubbed into Khon on
a USB.
We all shook our heads in wonder…could we do this? Yes, was the
response and we hope all of you will help this dream of Tim and Michelle
become a reality.
Just think, you could use your Advent Folder and fill it and we’d be one step
closer to reaching this goal. Or you could put a donation in the OIA
envelope in the pew marked Projectors or just put Projectors in the memo
line of your check.
We realize this is asking a lot…you generously gave gifts to them Sunday,
but this gift would be for the Khon people who long to hear and learn the
Word of God in their language. The message of God’s love for all. Tim and
Michelle and you would be the facilitators of this gift.
What better way to say Thanks you God for my many blessings.
Think about it. Pray about it. And may you desire to “go into all nations”.
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The Mission Board "Mission of the Month”
December- Christmas in our Clothes Closet
If you wish to donate Christmas gifts to children visiting the Clothes Closet
during this Advent season, they would be most welcome. Flyers are posted
for the people who are coming to the clothes closet, that they can pick up
donated toys on Wednesday, December 19th.
The Clothes Closet needs unwrapped toys valued at $10.00 or less so they
can be handed out to the children. We expect happy smiles and laughter
from them, provided, as always, by our church family.
Thank you so much for your generosity.
Toys can be left in the Narthex in the Christmas paper wrapped boxes.
The Mission Board and Clothes Closet Staff.

Thank you all for the overwhelming response for our
November Mission!
Please remember to return the Christmas presents and meal items for our
adopted Hernando school family by December 16th. Cold items go in
marked refrigerator in fellowship hall. Also, please thank everyone for the
overwhelming response.

Hurricane Michael Benefit Poker Run - Sat Dec 15th
This is a benefit poker run for motorcycles, trikes, slingshots, cars, pickups,
SUVs!
Preregister at: HurricaneMichaelbenefitpokerrun.com
$15/participant
$20/Participant day of run
Can’t make it, but want to help? Go to website preregistration page,
follow directions! All money collected will be matched!
Sign up 9am-10am
First vehicles out 10 am Last vehicles in 4 pm

Starting in January, we will be adding “Amen” to
end each hymn we sing as was done in prior
years.

December 9th, 2018

Second Sunday of Advent

pg. 24

We pray for our members
“Church that is a Family”

Grace Meseke was in an auto accident. We thank God for sparing
Grace’s life and having no major injuries from the collision. 10021 Weeks
Drive Brooksville FL 34601
Sharon Lowe is home recovering from a successful knee surgery . We pray
for a quick recovery. 3238 Windjammer Dr. Spring Hill FL 34607
George Rice is recovering from pneumonia. We pray for his strength and
healing.
8069 Dellrose Ave Brooksville FL 34613
Scott Baddeley has health issues. We pray for his health and peace of
mind.
428 Hamlin Way Brooksville FL 34601

We Pray for our members & Family in the Military
Breanna Crouse (Granddaughter of Henrietta Rice) is in the army stationed
in North Carolina. We pray for God’s comfort in her life.
Stephen & Alexandra Crist are stationed in
England. We pray for God’s care while away from family and friends.
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We pray for family and friends
of the Congregation :

Rev. Steven Naylor hurt his shoulder. We pray for a quick recovery.
Barbara Gray(friend of Brian & Jackie Sherman) has medical issues. We
pray for God’s comfort and peace of mind.
Laurie Driscoll (Daughter-in-law of Pearl Stippich) was in a car accident last
year. She will be having surgery now for some of her injuries. We pray for a
successful surgery and a quick recovery.
Amanda Florio (Bert Florio’s niece) has a rare cancer . Please pray for her
comfort and that she can get the treatment to help her.
Barbara Reedy (Wayne Reedy’s wife) is suffering from neuropathy. We pray
for her health and comfort.
Marie Fulgham (Kathy Colvin’s sister) has female issues. We pray for her
health.
Colleen Porter (Kathy Colvin’s daughter) has female issues. We pray for her
health.
Randy Francisco (Friend of Alan & Tammy Young)
Has throat cancer. We pray for his comfort while going through chemo
and radiation.
Scott Fuller (son of Fred and Susan Fuller) is recovering from left hip
surgery. His right hip will be scheduled after he has rehabilitated the first
one. He is feeling better after surgery. We pray for a quick recovery.
Kathy Jasso (sister-in-law of Deb Shepard) has stage 4 lung cancer. We
pray for her health.
Mary Goodyke (Friend of Jackie Sherman) is at home recovering from
surgery We pray for her recovery.
Patricia Christianson (Daughter-in-law of Garry & Shirley Welder) is having
more tests since her cancer has spread throughout her body. We pray for
her health and strength.
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Weighted
YTD Budget
2018 (Jan - Oct)

Actual Gen’l Fund
YTD Giving
2018 (Jan-Oct)

181,650.00

Dedicated
In YTD
2018 (Jan-Oct)

175,458.46

32,782.57

THOSE WHO ARE SERVING YOU
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Rev. Paul Meseke
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Sound:
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