Now in our 500th year of the Lutheran Reformation it seems almost as needed now as it was when it all
began 500 years ago. Well 600 if we go all the way back to John Huss who was burned at the stake almost 100
years before Luther.
But why all the fuss over Luther? Well, in the Bible, Martin Luther (re)discovered that a person is saved
by grace, through faith in God’s son, Jesus the Messiah (Christ). “By grace you have been saved through faith;
and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God – not because of works, lest any man should boast. Ephesians
2:8-9. Much of what had occurred from the time of the writings of the New Testament Scriptures until the time of
Luther had slowly changed over time. Even a split in the Eastern (Greek Orthodox) and Western (Roman
Catholic) churches in 1054. Smaller splinter groups had formed off of these two faith denominations. One
particularly sad development was that Jesus was an angry judge and only through his mother Mary could there be
any mercy or forgiveness. Penance along with acts of contrition were necessary for Mary to go between Jesus
and You for the forgiveness of those sins.
Luther grew up in a very strict home. His father Hans and mother Margaret were very strict, punishing
with corporal punishment for even the most minor of infractions. (“ For taking a nut with out asking, his mother
once whipped him until he bled”) *Luther servant of God. V ictor Paulos CPH 1966 Still the house was one more
of laughing and singing than tears and crying. Martin Luther’s parents did the best they could and Martin did love
his parents.
Martin’s school years went quickly and after much hard work and studying Luther was to become a
lawyer at the University of Erfurt, the 5th largest city in Germany in 1501. Starting at University at 17 years of
age, Martin was welcomed by the many festivals and religious events in Erfurt and he participated in a boys choir
and began to play the lute.
Against his father’s wishes Martin left the University of Erfurt at 19, after earning his Master’s degree, but
still needing more time to become a lawyer. After much prayer and consideration Luther felt drawn to become a
Monk. In July of 1505 He entered the Augustinian monastery in Erfurt. Much of Luther’s inner fighting’s were
his dire fear of hell and purgatory and he wanted to earn his salvation. In joining the Augustinian order he
(Martin) believed he would be closer to God. He participated in the sacraments, pilgrimages and prayers to the
saints to erase time in purgatory. The more Martin Luther did for “his salvation”, the more he seemed to need to
do.
We today are the recipients of the years of searching that took brother Martin Luther to who we know as
the Great Reformer. Although many churches have splintered off of the church that bears Martin Luther’s name
“Lutheran”, we at Christ Lutheran Church continue to believe teach and confess that we are saved by grace
alone, through faith alone and our source for all teaching is from Scripture alone.
May this year not simply be a remembrance of the reformation, but a time of reforming our church to
better equip our members and to reach out better and teach Scripture as it is written. May we be humbled to be a
part of the Reformed Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.
Happy 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.
Pastor Meseke
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At HIS Service for February 2017
Altar Guild Carol Huntwork & Barbara Reign
Sunday Elders

Acolytes

Ushers

Greeters

Readers

Feb
5th

Josh Hady
Rick Henry

Conor Knoll

Phil Huntwork
Carol Huntwork
Pat Colson
Kathy Colvin

Brad Colvin
Arlene Denner

Jeanne Schaefer Phil Huntwork

Feb
12th

Josh Hady
Rick Bruner

Kaylyn Hady

Richard Wajda
Marilyn Wajda
Fred Fuller
Karl Kinzer

Carol Buenning
Mary Kamin

Wayne Reedy

Phil Huntwork

Feb
19th

Josh Hady
Rick Henry

Melanie Knoll

Inge Malone
Claudette Talvan
Janice Beamer
Betty Dunstan

Gerry Smith
Phyllis Smith

Betty Dunstan

Phil Huntwork

Feb
26th

Josh Hady
Rick Bruner

Grace Meseke

Jeff Werner
Bruce Timm
Skip Erickson
Alan Halladay

Ernie Ohff
Nell Ohff

Rick Henry

Brad Colvin

Coffee
Schedule

Sound Room

February—Mission Board
March—49er’s
April—LWML Mary Martha
We thank these members & organizations for coordinating our
coffee hour on Sunday mornings!
Come for fellowship, join us for a
cup of coffee & stay for Bible

Being Available for Service

In every church there are people who continually rise to the occasion to get the work done. Although God
calls each of us to follow and serve Him, many of us are much more concerned about our lives and goals
than assisting in the Lord’s work. If we focus on “I, me, mine, and myself,” we take care of “number one”
to the exclusion of helping and serving. In our prayers, we should be asking Him, “What do You want to
achieve through me today?”
Prayer: Lor d, with the same str ength that You used to r aise J esus fr om the dead, par ted the Red Sea,
and restored sight to the blind, transform me into a person who is eager and willing to do Your will. Change
me, Lord, into a person who depends on Your strength and wisdom. I pray in the precious name of Jesus.
Amen

Group
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If you want to view this newsletter in
color, please access it on our website:
www.clcfla.org

Phone Prayer Chain
The phone prayer chain has regrouped and are taking prayer request for prayers from members, their families
or friends. If you would like this group to pray for you please call Gerry Fischer at 352-754-8786 or Betty
Dunstan at 352-596-9166.

Game Night
Game Night is here at Christ Lutheran Church February 3rd, 2017 and is on the 1st Friday night of each month
@ 7 pm. Domino’s, Pinochle, or what would you like to play with others here at church? Come and enjoy a fun
evening of fellowship.
Dartball Group
Dartball will be here on Saturday February 11th, 2017 @ 9 am. No experience required. You will be shown
how to throw a dart, and learn that “experience” players still have trouble getting on bases. Come and enjoy a
fun morning in the Fellowship Hall and join the group afterwards for lunch.
LWML / Mary Martha
Our meeting will be this month on Tuesday February 14th at 7 PM.
Last minute planning for the fashion show being held on Saturday February 18th at 12 noon.
49er’s
They are holding their Bake sale on Sunday, February 5th this month!
The 49er’s are meeting @ 5 pm on Friday February 24th.
Miriam Walka will be the guest of the 49er’s group. She will be doing a soliloquy portraying Katie Luther. All
are invited to attend her presentation. The 49er’s will be having their dinner at 5 pm. Bring a dish to share if
you want to eat with the 49er’s or come at 6 pm to see their guest speaker.
The 49er’s is also having a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on Tuesday, February 28th from 5—6 pm.
Tickets will be sold in the Narthex on Sunday mornings.
The Happy Sew N’ Sews
Can you believe it is February already? Our group is still working along finishing adult cover ups & walker
bags. As we approach our next get together, Feb 3rd and 17th, we should be ready to deliver a bunch more
items. It’s not too late for you to join us. We’ve found something for everyone who has come—9 am to 12 in
the Fellowship Hall. You can help make a difference to folks in our area! And we sure do appreciate those of
you who can’t come, donating your items, etc. Thanks!
If any of the folk who have been making cancer caps need more yarn, we have some.
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Happy Birthday to:
02/02 Shirley Welder
02/05 Terry Halladay
02/06 Joan Ferris
02/08 Larry Day
02/15 Arthur Hass
02/19 Lois Erickson
02/20 Bonnie Yungmann
02/22 Christian Colvin
02/24 Meredith Tannhauser
02/25 Nedra Guyette
02/26 Nell Ohff
02/26 Laurie Timm

Happy Anniversary to:
02/09 Jack & Evelyn Finnegan

60 years

02/12 Dennis & Kim Edwards

34 years

02/12 John & Sandy Kaliscak

46 years

We praise God for another
year of blessings!
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We pray for our “Church that is a Family”:
Janet Kinzer is scheduled to have surgery on February 6th. We pray for a successful surgery.
9633 Scepter Ave Brooksville FL 34613
Susan Fuller will be starting radiation treatments for first-stage cancer. Please pray for successful eradication
of the cancer and minimal side effects. 2 Cleome Court Homosassa, FL 34446
Cody Gray has started chemo treatments. We pray for her comfort and strength.
19474 Petunia Brooksville, FL 34601
Lois Jordan has skin cancer on her leg and is having radiation treatments. We pray for her comfort and healing. 9059 Dupont Ave. Spring Hill, FL 34608
Joann Smoody is recovering from a fall in addition to having shingles. We pray for comfort and recovery.
4303 Andrew Lane Brooksville FL 34601

We pray for family and friends of the congregation:
John Kostner(Sharon Kostner’s husband) Has blurry eye vision in one eye from interruption of blood flow to his
eye because he has a fully blocked carotid artery. We pray for his health and comfort.
Ed Hazlinsky(Joan Murdick’s son) Is having back surgery Jan 30 th in Orlando. We pray for a successful surgery.
Danny McGlin (brother of Eslene Florio) had a heart attack. He had one stent placed and waiting for his
strength to have another one placed. We pray for strength and healing.
Amanda Florio (Neice of Bert Florio) her health is holding. We pray for her strength and comfort.
Ryan Monaghan (Son-in-law of friend of Nell & Ernie Ohff) had a double heart valve surgery. We pray for a
quick recovery and health.
Janet Hancock (Daughter of Betty Dunstan) has breast, bone and liver cancer. She is currently receiving
treatments in Arizona. We pray for successful treatments and comfort.
Gail Ring (Henrietta Rice’s sister) has nodules on her lungs and thyroid problems. We pray for her healing and
comfort.
Gene Ring (Henrietta Rice’s brother-in-law) is requiring back surgery. We pray for healing and comfort.
Scott Fuller (Son of Fred & Susan Fuller) has stomach disorder. We pray for his health and comfort.
Sharon Myers (friend of Janice Beamer) has lung cancer and is being treated with chemo. We pray for
peace and comfort.
Jeanette Lowanse (Sister-in-law of Joan Murdick) is progressing worse and is on hospice. We pray for peace
and comfort.
Donna Ross (friend of the Kinzer family) is undergoing the 4th of 6 chemo treatment for chronic leukemia.
Some days are difficult but she is most grateful for the prayers and support. We pray for her strength and comfort.
Stacy Kendell (Wife of Pastor Chad Kendell in Trinity Lutheran church in Lowell IN (Rick and Jeanie Bruner’s
former church)) had a mass removed May 27th, We pray for a quick healing.
Lissy Martinez-Monfort (friend of Bonnie Yungmann) has reoccurance of colon cancer. We pray for her
health along with comfort and peace.
Betty McMutchan (friend of Henrietta Rice) has Dermatomyositis and is in a lot of pain. We pray for God’s help
and strength for her and her family to see them through this medical emergency in their life.
Ryan Monaghan (Friend of Nell & Ernie Ohff) will be having a heart value replacement surgery. We pray for a
successful surgery.
Bob Karre (Brother-in-law of Ernie and Nell Ohff) has kidney cancer. We pray for healing, comfort and peace.
George Wiegand (friend of Moe Freeland) fell breaking several fingers and needing many stitches. We pray
for healing and comfort.
Ronald Ungs (Brother-in-law of Garry & Shirley Welder) was diagnosis with cancer. We pray for comfort and
healing.
Sonya Mueller (Friend of Inge Malone) Had colon cancer operation at Moffitt. We pray for healing and
recovery.
Laura Hoff (friend of Kathleen Barnes) has recurring cancer and needs prayers. We pray for comfort and
health.
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