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OUR CHURCH WELCOMES 
 

We welcome each and every one of you and invite you to let this be a 

time for spiritual renewal.   

Reach out a friendly hand to those around you. 

As brothers and sisters in Christ, we gather as the people of God, 

          “The Church that is a Family”…………..Welcome!! 

 
Guests & members: Please remember to sign the attendance sheet form 

found in the Attendance book found in each pew.   

            

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
Communion in the pew: 

If you need to receive Holy Communion in the pew, please notify an usher 

before service.  We also request that you are seated in a aisle pew that is 

easily accessible from the aisle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christ Lutheran Church Holy Communion:   As I 

commune as a Child of God, I examine myself 

and understand that I am a sinner.  I tell God that 

I am sorry for the wrong that I have done and I 

believe that Jesus forgives me.  As I approach the 

Lord’s Table, I will receive, in this Holy Sacrament, 

the real presence of Christ’s Body in the bread 

and His Blood in the wine. If there are concerns or 

questions, please see Pastor Meseke before 

taking communion. 
 

 

 

If you have trouble reading 

this bulletin, we do have full 

size bulletins printed.  Ask one 

of the ushers if you need one.  

 

Do you have trouble hearing? 

If you have trouble hearing, 

please stop by the sound 

room.  We have hearing 

devices available. 

 

Parents of Children:  We have children’s 

bulletins and drawing boxes available.  

Please return the drawing boxes after the 

service.  
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Prelude 

Announcements 

 

OPENING SENTENCES   1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 
  
Pastor:             Rejoice always, 

People:            pray without ceasing, 

  

Pastor:             give thanks in all circumstances; 

People:            for this is the will of God 

  

All:                   in Christ Jesus for you.  

  
  

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE         
      John 8:12; John 1:5; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Corinthians 4:6 
  
Pastor:             Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

People:            the light no darkness can overcome.  

  

Pastor:             Let Your light scatter the darkness 

People:            and illumine Your Church.  

  

343 Prepare the Royal Highway  

 

 

 

 
 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012767. 
Public domain 
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338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 

 

 

(Please rise as you are able) 
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Confession and Absolution 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation   LSB 184 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5  LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

 

Confession of Sins   LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 

being. 

 

Absolution [John 20:19–23]  LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47  LSB 186 

 

 
 

The First Song  of Isaiah 

(The choir will first sing the Refrain, then the congregation should join in 

singing the refrain and also join the choir singing the refrain after each 

verse is sung) 

 

Refrain 

 

 

Verse 

 Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing 

                 from the springs of salvation. 

 And on that day you shall say, 

     Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Refrain 
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Verse 

 Make his deed known among the peoples; 

     see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

 Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, 

     and this is known in all the world. 

Refrain 

Verse 

 Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, 

     ring out your joy, 

 For the great one in the midst of you 

     is the Holy One of Israel. 

Refrain (sung twice) 
From The Draft Proposed book of Common Prayer. Copyright 1976 by Charles Mortimer Guilbert as Custodian of 

the Standard Book of Common Prayer.  All rights reserved.  Used by permission. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 
  

 

  

P Let us pray. 

      Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
Please be seated 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 

prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
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and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant 

to those who mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress instead of 

ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise 

instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 

the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.  They shall build up the 

ancient ruins;  they shall raise up the former devastations;  they shall repair 

the ruined cities,  the devastations of many generations.  For I the LORD love 

justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their 

recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their 

offspring shall be known among the nations, and their descendants in the 

midst of the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they 

are an offspring the LORD has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my 

soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of 

salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 

bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a 

bride adorns herself with her jewels.  For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will 

cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 126:1–6 

R  When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

C  we were like those who dream. 

R  Then our mouth was filled with  laughter, 

C  and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

R  then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great  things for 

them.” 

C  The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad. 

R  Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

C  like streams in the Negeb! 

R  Those who sow in tears 

C  shall reap with shouts of joy! 

R  He who goes out weeping,  bearing the seed for sowing, 

C  shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 

C   Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 

 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not 

despise prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain 

from every form of evil. 

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may 
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your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
(Please rise as you are able) 

 

Verse of the Day Matt. 11:10b 

P  Alleluia. Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare 

your way before you. Alleluia. 

 

Alleluia   LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:6–8, 19–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

  

 
  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 

He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and did not 

deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, “What 

then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 

answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 

answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I 

am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of 

the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) They asked him, “Then why 

are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 

John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you 

do not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am 

not worthy to untie.” These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 

where John was baptizing. 

  



December 17th, 2017                 Third Sunday in Advent                             pg. 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

 

Apostles' Creed   

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
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345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding  

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

 

Sermon: Greater Things 

 

Offering 

 

 

 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12  LSB 192 

 

 

Please sign & pass the Welcome Books in the pews during the Offering 
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Prayer of the Church 

 

(Please rise as you are able) 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13  LSB 196 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Benediction   

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 
At this time, those staying for the Service of the Sacrament please be seated.  Those not 

staying may leave at this time. 
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398 Hail to the Lord's Anointed  

 

 

 

 
 

5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 

    He on His throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, 

    All blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never 

    His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever— 

    That name to us is Love. 
 
Public domain 
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Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136  LSB 194 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 

proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 

they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes 

again in glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord  

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25  LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup 

is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.” 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19  LSB 197 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29  LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please be seated 

 

Distribution 

Distribution Hymns:    

563 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness  

636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness  

 

 
 

The Dismissal   LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 
(Please rise as you are able) 
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Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32  LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1  LSB 200 

 
  

 



December 17th, 2017                 Third Sunday in Advent                             pg. 18 

 

Post-Communion Collect   

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22  LSB 201 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1  LSB 202 

 
  

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26  LSB 202 

P  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

     The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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349 Hark the Glad Sound  

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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        Weighted 

       YTD Budget 

Actual Gen’l Fund 

YTD Giving 

Dedicated 

In YTD 

(Jan - Nov) (Jan - Nov) (Jan - Nov) 

$194,250.00 $190,802.06 $31,959.04 

 

 

THOSE WHO ARE SERVING YOU 
 

Pastor:                 Rev. Paul Meseke             pastor@clcfla.org   

Organist:             Robin Walter 

 This Week December 24th 

Elders: Rick Henry 

Rick Bruner 
Rick Henry 

Daryl Schaller 
Acolytes: Kaylyn Hady Melanie Knoll 

Ushers: David Benschneider 

Angela Benschneider 

Claudette Talvan 

Inge Malone 

Jeff Werner 

Bruce Timm 

Alan Halladay 

Terry Halladay 

Greeters: Gerry Smith 

Phyllis Smith 

Ernie Ohff 

Nell Ohff 

Reader: Daryl Schaller Rick Henry 

Sound: Phil Huntwork Brad Colvin 

Altar Guild: Rick Henry Rick Henry 
 

Attendance total Sunday December 10th:  122 
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December 17th – December 23
rd

, 2017 

 

THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Tuesday:  7:00 p.m.   Bible Study 

Wednesday:  9:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.   God’s Clothes Closet 

Wednesday:  5:30 p.m.   Soup Supper 

Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.   Advent Worship Service 

Wednesday:  after worship   Choir 

Thursday:  7:00 p.m.   Bell Choir 

Saturday:     Yard Crew 

Sunday:  9:00 a.m.            Bible Class / Sunday School    

10:00 a.m.           Worship w/communion  

Altar Color: White 

Old Testament   2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Psalm 89:1-5 

Romans 16:25-27 

             Holy Gospel Luke 1:26-38 

Coffee Social in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Birthdays this week: 

12/17   Janet Kinzer   12/21 Nicole Young 

12/18   Conor Knoll   12/22 Joan Murdick 

12/20 Brooke Hady   12/22 Jeanne Schaefer 

12/21 Gerald Wilcox 

 

Anniversary today: 

12/17   Len & JoAnn Smoody  23 years 

 

Flowers: 

Given by Ruth Hayden in memory of Charlie’s first year in Heaven. 

 

Advent Soup Supper, This Wednesday 5:30 pm 

Sign up sheet is in the Narthex.  This week, LWML Mary Martha group  will be 

serving Chicken Noodle Soup, Cold Cuts Sandwiches, salad and dessert.  

 

Advent Coin Folders 

Once again, we have advent coin folders in the Narthex.  The money 

collected in these folders support OiA missions. 

Thank you for your support in advance. 
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Order your poinsettia plants to adorn our sanctuary 

during the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.  

There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the 

narthex.  Please make sure you have your name on 

the sign up sheet, since we order what is on the sheet.   

Each plant will be an $8.00 donation. Place check or 

money in an envelope with your name and place in 

offering plate.  Flowers can be taken home Christmas 

day. 

 

 

 Scrip Cards! 

Today is the last order of this year. 

We will resume ordering SCRIP cards   

January 8th. 2018! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken Fischer was hospitalized with an abdominal issue.  We pray for his 

recovery.  11938 Valley Falls Loop Spring Hill FL 34609 

Brad Colvin recovering from surgery. We pray for a quick recovery. 13443 

Tyringham Street Spring Hill FL 34609 

Elina Davis recovering at home from surgery.  We pray for a quick recovery. 

429 Edgehill Ave Spring Hill FL 34606  

Carl Queen recovering from surgery he had done on his ear.  We pray for a 

quick recovery. 725 DeSoto Ave Apt 129 Brooksville FL 34601  

 

We pray for our members “Church that is a Family”:  

Stewardship Corner 

Isn’t it amazing to think that “The Word became flesh and made His 

dwelling among us” (John 1:14)?  Who are we that the Word 

Himself should come to this squalid world to live among us? 

We are those He loves – loves so much that He would leave 

Heaven, would abase Himself, would suffer for us, would die for 

our sin, would rise so that we, too, can rise.  We are those who. In 

response to this great love, serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 

innocence, and blessedness. 
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We pray for family and friends of 

the congregation: 

 

Teri Young (Sarah McGinnis’ sister) has 

bone density problems.  We pray for 

her health and strength. 

Jim Long (Sharon Lowe’s brother) had 

a cyst removed from his abdomen that 

test results came back cancerous.  We 

pray for his health and healing. 

Jesse Dunstan (Betty Dunstan’s son) is 

having out-patient  surgery on Tuesday 

at Bayonet Point Hospital.  We pray for 

a successful surgery and quick 

recovery. 

Ralph Croft (Friend of Alan & Tammy 

Young) has brain cancer.  We pray for 

his recovery after having surgery. 

Eloise Mitchell (Mother of Jaci  Dible) 

Has health issues.  We pray for her 

health. 

Larry Dible (Brother of Jim Dible)  Has 

circulation problems.  We pray for his 

health. 

Lisa, Ryan, & Austin Lankford (Niece 

and family of Alan & Lois Krasemann) 

suffered numerous injuries in an 

automobile accident.  We pray for 

their healing. 

John Digges (a former member and 

elder) has high blood pressure causing 

kidney failure.  He is prepared for home 

dialysis. 217 Opal Ct Martinsburg, WV 

25404 

Lonny Staylor (Nell Ohff’s cousin) was 

diagnosed with bone marrow 

problems.  We pray for a successful trial 

treatment. 

Amanda Florio (niece of Bert Florio) is 

recovering at home from having a 

tumor removed from her brain.  We 

pray for her recovery and strength. 

 

Please check our newsletter for all on 

our pray list. 
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The Mission Board of Christ Lutheran Church has named the 

Happy Sew N’ Sews as their December project.  This is the second year of 

having the Sew N’ Sews group work as a mission project for our church in 

the greater Brooksville/Spring Hill area.  Many adult cover ups, walker bags 

and lap quilts have been distributed with the church label on them and this 

year with a brochure about our church.  They have also made small quilts 

for the soft animals that have been donated for the children this Christmas 

season. 

 Mark the calendar! 

The Mission Board will be doing a fundraiser Pancake Breakfast at 

Applebee’s on Saturday February 3rd, 2018 from 9 am-11am.  The cost will 

be $7.  More info will follow. 
 

Life Line Screening event will be here at Christ Lutheran Church on Tuesday, 

February 6th, 2018. 

Christmas Tree in the Narthex! 

Add your Christmas card to the Congregation on the tree in the narthex for 

all to see! 

Digital Organ for sale! 

Alan Krasemann would like to sell his digital organ.  For information please 

give him a call.  352-799-5515 

Christmas Tree in the Narthex! 

Add your Christmas card to the Congregation on the tree in the narthex for 

all to see! 

Digital Organ for sale! 

Alan Krasemann would like to sell his digital organ.  For information please 

give him a call.  352-799-5515 
 
 


