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AS WE GATHER
Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you
will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3). It is of great
comfort that almighty God treats us as His dear children. As the hymn says,
although “He knows how frail our powers,” still “His grace remains forever”
and “His rule is over all” (LSB 820:3–4). Yet while we rejoice in God’s tender
mercy for us, today’s Readings remind us that God intends that same
mercy for those around us, our family, our own children, and our brothers
and sisters of the household of God. As John said, “Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:11). In other words, we
who have received mercy are the very channels and messengers of that
same mercy to others. We renounce disgraceful ways that allow sin to drag
either ourselves or others down, and we bring God’s merciful forgiveness of
sins to everyone.

+ PREPARATION +
512 AT THE NAME OF JESUS

LSB 512 sts. 1, 3, 5
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(Please rise as you are able)

INVOCATION
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P
C

Psalm 32:1, 5; Matthew 18:3–4, adapt.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

P
C

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P

Brothers and sisters, we gather together as the baptized children of
God. Let us come to Him confessing our need of Him and begging His
forgiveness.

C

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we, Your children, confess to You
our waywardness. We have sinned against You in our thoughts, in our
words, and in our deeds. We are sinful from birth. We do not deserve
Your love. Yet by Your own Gospel promise we dare to come before
You imploring Your grace. Forgive us our sins, gather us as Your own
children, and give us Your love and life. Amen.

P

“Unless you turn and become like children, you will not enter the
kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like a child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Upon this your confession and
prayer, I, as a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His
authority, forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
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+ WORD +
INTROIT
P How great are your works, O LORD! Your thoughts are very deep!
C It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O
Most High;
P to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by
night,
C to the music of the lute and the harp, to the melody of the lyre.
P For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; at the works of
your hands I sing for joy.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P How great are your works, O LORD!
C Your thoughts are very deep!

KYRIE
833 LISTEN, GOD IS CALLING

LSB 833 sts. ref, 3

© Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
.NET, no. 100012767.
Public domain
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SALUTATION
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
C

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, You have made us Your children by our Baptism
into Christ and given us the hope of eternal life in the forgiveness of our
sins. Help us to share that life and forgiveness with all people, for all with
us are in need of Your mercy and deliverance; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Ezekiel 33:7–9
“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel.
Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning
from me. If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you
do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person
shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. But if you
warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way,
that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 32:1–7 (antiphon: v. 1)

P Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
C Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose
spirit there is no deceit.
P For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day
long.
C For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up
as by the heat of summer.

5

P I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will
confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.
C
Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when
you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.
P
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround
me with shouts of deliverance.

EPISTLE

Romans 13:1–10
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by
God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval,
for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger
who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in
subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of
conscience. For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to all what is owed to
them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed,
respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and
any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is
the fulfilling of the law.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

VERSE

Matthew 5:3
P Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL
P
C

Matthew 18:1–20

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
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At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst
of them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles
himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever
causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better
for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be
drowned in the depth of the sea.
“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that
temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes!
And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away.
It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two
feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear
it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than
with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.
“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in
heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.
What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has
gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in
search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it
is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones
should perish.
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he
does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge
may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses
to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to
you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if two of
you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there
am I among them.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
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820 MY SOUL, NOW PRAISE YOUR MAKER

LSB 820

Public domain

8

SERMON:

FAMILY CHORES

(Please rise as you are able)

APOSTLES' CREED
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P

C
P

C

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.
Gracious Father, we believe that without Your Son, we are dead in our
trespasses and overcome by our own sinful desires. Be merciful to us,
and grant us a repentant faith, believing that in Jesus Christ You have
raised us from death to life and given us heaven instead of hell. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Fill us with a hatred for our sinfulness and the desire to please You. Grant
us true humility as little children even as Your Son humbled Himself for
our salvation. Deliver us from temptation and keep us in faith. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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P

C
P

C
P

C
P

C
P
C

We pray for all the little ones who believe in You, the youngest
members of our congregation as well as those of every generation who
are called Your children. Bless parents, pastors, and teachers to teach
Your truth and Your ways, that we may grow in Christ’s forgiveness and
live as Your children. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give to us such love that cares for one another that we call those in sin
to repentance in order to joyfully speak Your forgiveness. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
As the governing authorities receive their authority from You, so teach
us to obey all God-pleasing directives. Provide us with wise rulers to
make, administer, and judge our laws for the benefit and peace of all.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious Father, fill us with care for the members of our earthly families
and especially those of the family of faith. By Your Son’s body and
blood, sustain us in forgiveness and strength to live in love for one
another. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Please be seated
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OFFERING
Please sign & pass the Welcome Books in the pews during
the Offering
781 WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN

LSB 781 sts. 1–2

Public domain

(Please rise as you are able)

LUTHER’S EVENING

PRAYER

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would
forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me
this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power
over me. Amen.

BENEDICTION
C

For the prophets, the watchmen, who show us the way, and for those
who follow it,
we thank You, Lord.

P
C

For the forgiveness that by Your grace we also give to our neighbor,
we thank You, Lord.

P

Because You are here among us, and for the joy that You have given
us of gathering together in Your presence,
we thank You, Lord.

P

C
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P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Numbers 6:24–26
Amen.

698 MAY WE THY PRECEPTS, LORD, FULFILL

LSB 698

Public domain
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All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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If you have trouble reading
this bulletin, we do have full
size bulletins printed. Ask
one of the ushers if you need
one.

Keep informed when out of town.
Recent bulletins and
newsletters are now available for
viewing
www.clcfla.org
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Announcements
September 10th – September 16th 2017
THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Tuesday
meeting
Wednesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday
Thursday:
Friday
Saturday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

7:00 p.m.

LWML/ Mary Martha

9:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m. God’s Clothes Closet
7:00 p.m.
Choir
6:30 p.m.
Trustees’ and Elders’ meetings
7:30 p.m.
Council Meeting
5:00 p.m.
49er’s
Yard Crew
4:30 p.m.
Worship
9:00 a.m.
Bible Class / Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Worship w/communion
Altar Color: Green
Readings: Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 103:1-12
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

Coffee Social in the Fellowship Hall

Birthdays this week:
09/14 Charles Lamberti
09/15 George Rice
09/16 Inge Malone

Anniversaries this week:
09/15 Richard & Pam Gant
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Memorials:
Given to the Music Fund in memory of Fred Jordan by Alan & Lois
Krasemann
Given to the Music Fund in memory of Elsie Gramzow by Helen Hegner
Given to the General Fund in memory of Elsie Gramzow by Flora Hite and
Lois Jordan.
Given to the Debt Retirement Fund in memory of Janet Hancock(Betty
Dunstan’s daughter) by Flora Hite
We appreciate these gifts. If for some reason we have neglected to
acknowledge a gift or memorial you have given, please contact the
church office.

REFORMATION WHO’S WHO PARTY – Saturday, Sept 23rd 6-8 p.m.!
Tickets are available in the Narthex TODAY. Make plans to come to this
Reformation Celebration Event! $10 per ticket. Great food menu – Pulled
Pork, Potato Salad, Applesauce and more. Get your tickets early!!
Lots of plans are being made for events to help us CELEBRATE the 500 th
Anniversary of the Reformation together as a Family of Faith. Please plan
to be a part of these events, and help as you are able. Information is
available on the bulletin board, in the newsletters and in the Sunday
bulletins.

Stewardship Corner
In Luke 12:21, Jesus predicted disappointment for those who are
not “rich toward God”? Certainly, we are rich toward God when
we see everything as a gift from Him. Those who are rich toward
God are givers rather than takers. By grace, we freely receive,
and we freely give. Through faith, we are empowered to
express God’s love and are being rich toward Him as we love our
neighbors. Those who are rich toward God will seek first His
righteousness and do His will.
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Kathie Schmidt has complications
from surgery. She is in the ICU and
recuperating. We pray for a quick
recovery.
Joyce Thives is in Oak Hill Hospital in
ICU. We pray for her recovery and
comfort. 925 Ponce DeLeon Blvd Lot
36 Brooksville FL 34601

We pray for family and friends
of the congregation:
La Ray Nagele (Friend of Fran Folsom)
Has cancer in both of her breasts and
is spreading. We pray for her health
and comfort.
Robert Hilton (son of Theresa Hilton)
had a stroke. We pray for his health
and a full recovery.
Keith Vanlandingham (Son of Gary &
Marsha Vanlandingham) Is going to
have kidney stone surgery and they
found a spot on his liver. We pray for
a successful surgery and his health.
Drema Gottsman (Daughter-in-law of
Marlene Gottsman) had successful
pacemaker surgery. She had a
culture done on her heart value. We
pray for her recovery and health.
Please check our newsletter for all on
our pray list.

Name: ______________________________Contact me at: ______________________

Cody Gray had a procedure
removing skin cancer this week. We
pray for her healing. 1974 Petunia
Brooksville FL 34601
Nell Ohff is recovering at home. We
pray for her healing and quick
recovery. 22252 Garmisch Way
Brooksville FL 34601

Prayer Requests – If you would like to include someone on our prayer list
please write prayer requests to Pastor Meseke. You may also call 352-796-8331 also.

We pray for our members
“Church that is a Family”:
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What Luther Says
Luther called attention TO THE NEARNESS of the devil,
especially to the believer in a sermon for St. Michael’s
Day (1530), on Matt. 18:1-12. Many, he says here,
who do not believe in the existence of the devil
imagine him to be far away. Such folk cannot
appreciate the need and the aid of the good angels,
who help to defend us against the powers of darkness.
The Devil Is Closer Than Our Shirt
A Christian should
know that he is sitting among devils and that the devil
is closer to him than his coat or shirt, nay, closer than
his own skin. He should know that the devil is about us
everywhere; he and we are constantly in one
another’s hair, and we must fight with him, testifies the
proverb: It is not necessary to draw a picture of the
devil over the door. – The first thing, then, is to hold
firmly that the devil exists and that he is much closer to
us than the shirt on our body.

49 Days till Reformation
Sunday
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