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READY OR NOT . . .
AS WE GATHER
There are many different opinions in our world about who the Lord
is, and many of those opinions are based on who people want the
Lord to be. What a privilege and joy it is that as we gather we
don’t need to try to seek and find the Lord and His attributes on
our own. Instead, He reveals Himself as who He was, is, and ever
shall be, in and throughout Scripture. We hear this today in our Old
Testament Reading as God, through Isaiah, calls His people to look
and listen to Him as He seeks and makes us His redeemed children
(Isaiah 51:1–6). As His children, we are part of His Body and
blessed to complement one other in faith and fellowship (Romans
11:33–12:8) and in the confession of who our Savior Jesus Christ
truly is (Matthew 16:13–20). As He continues to seek and to find,
and by the calling, gathering, and enlightening by His Holy Spirit
through His Word, we worship in that promised grace giving
certain hope now and in the future.

+ PREPARATION +
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(Please rise as you are able)

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES
Psalm 138:2, 6; Romans 12:2
P I bow down toward Your holy temple
C and give thanks to Your name for Your steadfast love and
Your faithfulness, for You have exalted above all things
Your name and Your Word.
P For though the Lord is high,
C He regards the lowly, but the haughty He knows from afar.
P Do not be conformed to this world,
C but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Isaiah 51:1–2, 4, 6, adapted
P The Lord, who is the rock of our salvation, invites His people
to listen. “Listen to Me, you who pursue righteousness, you
who seek the Lord.”
C We confess that we have not listened to the Lord. We have
instead listened to what our itching ears want to hear and
have shut our ears to the truth of Your Word.
P The Lord invites His people to look. “Look to the rock from
which you were hewn . . . to Abraham and Sarah.”
C We confess that we have not always looked to the Lord for
our provision, hope, and guidance. We have looked for and
to other things of this world that have led us astray,
through which our worship and prayers have faltered.
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P The Lord invites His people to “Give attention to Me, My
people, and give ear to Me, My nation.”
C We confess that we have become distracted in our earthly
pilgrimage. We have not loved You with our whole heart,
and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.
P “Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth
beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear
out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like
manner; but My salvation will be forever, and My
righteousness will never be dismayed.”
Upon this, your confession, I by virtue of my office as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
to all of you. And in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ, the rock on whom our confession is made, our
hope is built, and our eternal victory won, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
+ WORD +
INTROIT
Ps. 2:6–7; Ps. 117; antiphon: Ps. 115:18
P But we will bless the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD!
C As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.
P I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten
you.”
C Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples!
P For great is his steadfast love toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the
LORD!
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C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P But we will bless the LORD
C from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD!
KYRIE
833 LISTEN, GOD IS CALLING
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SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
C Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us
to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the
life, that we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ and
steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Please be seated
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OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 51:1–6

P “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD: look to the rock from which you were
hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
C Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him
and multiply him.
P For the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places
and makes her wilderness like Eden,her desert like the garden of
the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving
and the voice of song.
C “Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my
nation; for a law will go out from me, and I will set my justice
for a light to the peoples.
P My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, and
my arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for me, and
for my arm they wait.
C Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth
beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth will wear
out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like
manner;
P but my salvation will be forever,
C and my righteousness will never be dismayed.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
PSALM

Psalm 138 (antiphon: v. 8a)

P I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the
gods I sing your praise;
C I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to
your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, for
you have exalted above all things your name and your word.
P On the day I called, you answered me; my strength of soul
you increased.
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C All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD,
for they have heard the words of your mouth,
P and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the
glory of the LORD.
C For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly, but the
haughty he knows from afar.
P Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life;
you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies ,and
your right hand delivers me.
C The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast
love, O LORD, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of
your hands.
GRADUAL
Psalm 34:9, 19, alt.
P Fear the Lord, you His saints, for those who fear Him lack
nothing!
C Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord
delivers him out of them all.
EPISTLE
Romans 11:33—12:8
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his
ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been
his counselor?” “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be
repaid?” For from him and through him and to him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen. I appeal to you therefore, brothers,
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of
God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace
given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the
members do not all have the same function, so we, though many,
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are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us
use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our
serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts,
in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one
who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with
cheerfulness.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORY
Romans 11:33
C Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are His judgments and how
inscrutable His ways!
(Please rise as you are able)

VERSE
Ephesians 2:19b–20
P Alleluia. You are fellow citizens with the saints and members of
the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone. Alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 16:13–20
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth
chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
P Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi,
He asked His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of
Man is?” And they said,
C “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
P He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter
replied,
C “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
P And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah!
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father
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who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build My church, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” Then He strictly charged the disciples to tell no one
that He was the Christ.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Please be seated

645 BUILT ON THE ROCK
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Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,
That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come
Where Christ His message is bringing:
“I know My own; My own know Me.
You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace I leave with you. Amen.”

Public domain

SERMON: Ready or Not
(Please rise as you are able)

APOSTLES' CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and
for all people according to their needs. Almighty God, from
You and through You and to You are all things. You have built
Your Church on the confession of the Gospel and have
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promised that the gates of hell will not overcome it. To Your
Church throughout the world, together and united as one body,
grant the faith and courage to confess that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of the living God. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Wherever the Church is under attack, O Lord,
C protect and defend her against the assaults of the evil one
even to the gates of hell.
P Wherever people are oppressed or denied their dignity, O
Lord,
C raise up leaders to order society in peace and justice. May
all the rulers of the earth acknowledge Your authority in
gratitude and praise.
P Wherever Your people are straying from Your Word and will,
O Lord,
C arm Your servants with Your mighty Gospel, and cause
them again to confess You as the Christ, the Son of the
living God.
P Whenever we fail to use the gifts You have placed within us,
O Lord,
C turn our hearts toward repentance and open our eyes to
see the gracious opportunities for service that You provide
within the Body of Christ.
P Whenever we allow the distractions of this world to blind us to
Your power and glory, O Lord,
C remind us again of the depth of Your riches, wisdom, and
knowledge. Call us again to listen, and look, and pay
attention that we may seek You where You and salvation
will be found.
P Wherever people are in mourning or ill health, without food or
shelter, or in any other distress, O Lord,
C visit, relieve, support, and uplift them in Your mercy.
Fulfill Your purpose for them.
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P We remember before You especially those near and dear to us,
[including . . .]. O Lord,
C hear our prayer, Rock of our salvation.
P O Lord, we come to this Table at Your gracious invitation to
eat and drink the very body and blood of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of faith. Grant us
repentance and faith to receive these gifts to Your glory and
for our salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Into Your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Please be seated

OFFERING
Please sign & pass the Welcome Books in the pews during
the Offering
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OFFERTORY
781 WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN

LSB 781 sts. 1–2
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LUTHER'S EVENING PRAYER
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ,
Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day;
and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I
have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and
all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe
may have no power over me. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Isaiah 51:6, adapted
P May our Lord who shows and reveals Himself as the God of
comfort bless you and keep you. May the Lord who has sought
us out and adopted us as His redeemed children make His face
shine upon you and be gracious to you. May the Lord who has
promised, “My salvation will be forever, and My righteousness
will never be dismayed,” look upon you with favor and T give
you peace.
C Amen.
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August 27th – September 2nd 2017
THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Wednesday:
Wednesday;
Thursday:
Friday
Saturday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

9:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
1:pm & 7pm
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

God’s Clothes Closet
Book Discussion
Bell Choir
Game Night
Yard Crew
4:30 p.m.
Worship
9:00 a.m.
Bible Class / Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Worship w/communion
Altar Color: Red
Readings: Jeremiah 15:15-21
Psalm 26
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

Coffee Social in the Fellowship Hall

Birthdays this week:
08/28 Art Weyde
08/30 Lloyd Schmidt

Anniversary this week:
08/29 Garry & Shirley Welder

60 years

Flowers:
Flowers on the altar were given by Deb Shepard and Terry
Halladay in memory of their aunt Mildred Porter and from the
memorial service held here Thursday for Elaine Wilcox.

Thank You
Thank you for all the prayers, hugs, calls and cards in the recent
loss of my daughter Janet Hancock. It is truly a blessing to be a
part of the family at Christ Lutheran Church. Betty Dunstan

Memorials:
Given to the General fund by Elsie Gramzow, Mickey Denner, and
Betty Ellinghuysen in memory of Fred Jordan
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REFORMATION WHO’S WHO PARTY – Saturday, Sept 23rd
6-8 p.m.! Tickets are available in the Narthex TODAY. Make plans
to come to this Reformation Celebration Event! $10 per ticket.
Great food menu – Pulled Pork, Potato Salad, Applesauce and
more. Get your tickets early!!
Lots of plans are being made for events to help us CELEBRATE the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation together as a Family of Faith.
Please plan to be a part of these events, and help as you are
able. Information is available on the bulletin board, in the
newsletters and in the Sunday bulletins.

Stewardship Corner
Scripture tells us that we cannot be free to be God’s servants or
stewards until death to ourselves takes place in each of us. This
death is not a physical death, but a spiritual death. It is the death
of the old nature in us so the new nature or new life in Christ can
be raised. Paul wrote, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). All
things in Christ are created anew. It is thus new life in Christ that
people see as we give generously and serve freely. “For we are
God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10)
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We pray for our members
“Church that is a Family”:

Nell Ohff is scheduled for surgery this
Wednesday. We pray for God’s
guidance to her doctors and for Nell
a successful surgery and quick
recovery. 22252 Garmisch Way
Brooksville FL 34601
Kathie Schmidt has complications
from surgery. She is in the ICU and
recuperating. We pray for a quick
recovery.
Joyce Thives is in Oak Hill Hospital in
the ICU. We pray for her recovery
and comfort. 925 Ponce DeLeon Blvd
Lot 36 Brooksville FL 34601
Lloyd Schmidt is recovering from
having gout. We pray for his comfort
and healing. 4258 Tipperary Lane
Brooksville FL 34601
Marlene Gottsman is recovering at
home after being hospitalized with
blood clots in her legs. We pray for
her comfort and healing.
498 North Ave W Brooksville FL 34601
Sarah Amos has problems with her
liver. We pray for her health and
healing.
17
460 Hale Ave Apt 24 Brooksville FL
34601

Name: ______________________________Contact me at: ______________________

Elsie Gramzow is on hospice at home
in Michigan. We pray for her comfort
and peace.

Prayer Requests – If you would like to include someone on our prayer list
please write prayer requests to Pastor Meseke. You may also call 352-796-8331 also.

For the family of Elaine Wilcox who
passed from Life to Life Everlasting on
Monday, August 21st. We pray for
Gerry and family peace and comfort.

We pray for family and friends of the congregation:
John Kostner (husband of Sharon Kostner) is scheduled for surgery
on Friday, September 1st. We pray for a successful surgery and a
quick recovery.
Robert Hilton (son of Theresa Hilton) had a stroke. We pray for his
health and a full recovery.
Keith Vanlandingham (Son of Gary & Marsha Vanlandingham) Is
going to have kidney stone surgery and they found a spot on his
liver. We pray for a successful surgery and his health.
Drema Gottsman (Daughter-in-law of Marlene Gottsman) heart is
weak and now requires a pace maker. We pray for her health.
Jim Polsenberg (Kathy Colvin’s brother)Please pray for his strength,
blessings and answers he needs regarding his son’s death.
Nancy Adkins (Jerry Adkins’ mother) has shingles, congestive heart
and osteoporosis. We pray for her health and comfort.
Franz Walter (Robin’s husband) is still waiting to have shoulder
surgery after more test. We pray for comfort in this time of waiting.
Sara Simsom(niece of Henrietta Rice), John Hamm(Grandson of
Henrietta Rice), and Bev Hallott (friend on Henrietta Rice) are all
facing difficult issues. We pray that God will guide and keep these
families in His care.

We pray for our family members who are in the
Service:
Joshua Busick(nephew of Beth Landon) is in the Air Force National
Guard and has just been deployed to Aleppo. We pray that God
will keep him and his family safe while he is deployed.
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Please check our newsletter for all on our pray list.
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What Luther Says
THIS EMPHASIS on a spiritual, inner holiness created by the Word,
had characterized Luther’s message from the first, as appears
also from a sermon which he delivered while at Leipzsig n 1519
for the debate with John Eck. His text was Matt. 16:13-19, the
Gospel for the Day of Peter and Paul, June 29.
Despair of Yourself and Trust in God If you want to know how to
become holy and do good – which is a common question – I
have said in answer that the first and foremost thing to know is
that a man cannot become holy or do good of himself but that he
must despair of himself, forget about hisown actions, deplore his
own worthlessnessin the eyes of God, and call upon divine
grace, in which he should firmly trust. And he who teaches and
seeks andothe beginning than this, errs and misleads himself as
well as others, as they do who say: Why, you have a free will.
Do the best you can. God will do His part. They think we
should not drive people to despair. Of course, we shouldnot
drive people to despair; but depair must be properly understood.
Oh God’s grace no one should despair; rather we should firmly
rely on God’s help despite all the world, despite all sin.
However, we should completely despair of ourselves and in no
way depend on our own free will to do even the smallest work.

63 Days till Reformation
Sunday
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OUR CHURCH WELCOMES
We welcome each and every one of you and invite you to let this
be a time for spiritual renewal.
Reach out a friendly hand to those around you.
As brothers and sisters in Christ, we gather as the people of God,
“The Church that is a Family”…………..Welcome!!
Guests & members: Please remember to sign the attendance sheet
form found in the Attendance book found in each pew.
If you have trouble reading
this bulletin, we do have full
size bulletins printed. Ask one
of the ushers if you need one.
Keep informed when out of town.
Recent bulletins and
newsletters are now available for viewing
www.clcfla.org
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