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Gifts from God
As We Gather
We face so many arguments about food these days. Go organic. Go
gluten free. Go low carb. Go vegan. Go GMO free. Our culture is deeply
concerned about what sort of food we put in our bodies, because the old
saying “you are what you eat” is fairly accurate. While what sort of food
we put into our bodies is an important concern, Jesus compels us to make
another kind of food an even higher priority than the food we chew and
digest. Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God. Jesus feeds five thousand people, thereby
revealing that He is the Word of God Incarnate, the food that feeds more
than our stomachs. Jesus feeds our souls. This was foreseen by the
prophet Isaiah who wrote, “Come, everyone who thirsts . . . incline your
ear, and come to Me; hear, that your soul may live.” The food we put
into our bodies is important. Even more important is to gather in church
for food that feeds the soul!

PREPARATION
633 At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing

Public domain
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(Please rise as you are able)

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Opening Sentences
P Through Christ we are heirs of the gifts given long ago to the
Israelites.
For the gift of our adoption into the household of God,
C we thank You, O Lord!
P
C

For the gift of God’s glorious presence with us in Jesus,
we adore You, O Lord!

P
C

For the covenants God made with us, especially the covenant of
forgiveness in Christ,
we praise You, O Lord!

P
C

For the Law of God, which guides us and points us to Christ,
we worship You, O Lord!

P
C

For freedom to praise and adore our giving God in worship,
we praise You, O Lord!

P
C

For the gracious promises of God, fulfilled in Jesus,
we adore You, O Lord!

P

For the patriarchs, whose struggles with faith teach us the way of
following God,
we thank You, O Lord!

C

Confession and Absolution
Isaiah 55:2b
P Mighty and merciful Lord, with heavy hearts we confess our sin to
You.
A time of silence is observed.
P
C

Together we confess:
We have sinned against You, mighty God, in thought, word, and
deed.

P

When we have been more concerned with the food that feeds our
stomachs than we are with the food that nurtures our souls,
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C

we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.

P

When we live as if the gifts God provides are less important than
some of the trivialities with which we use up our time,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.

C
P
C

P

C

When we fill our ears with all sorts of things that cannot give us the
life You give,
we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Bring
us to repentance, Lord. Forgive our sins, those of which we are
aware and those we do unwittingly. Have mercy on us. Seek us,
for You alone can find us and restore us.
“Listen diligently to Me, and eat what is good,” says the Lord, “and
delight yourselves in rich food.” Almighty God in His mercy has
given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

WORD
Introit

Psalm 105:39–43; antiphon: Psalm 105:1

P
C
P
C
P
C

P

Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon His name;
make known His deeds among the peoples!
He spread a cloud for a covering,
and fire to give light by night.
They asked, and He brought quail,
and gave them bread from heaven in abundance.
He opened the rock, and water gushed out;
it flowed through the desert like a river.
For He remembered His holy promise,
and Abraham, His servant.
So He brought His people out with joy,
His chosen ones with singing.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon His name;
make known His deeds among the peoples!
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Hymn of Praise
833 Listen, God Is Calling

© Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012767.
Public domain

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray.

C
P
C
P
C

Lord of creation, You open wide Your hand and satisfy the needs of
every living creature.
You feed our souls with the true bread from heaven, Jesus, our
Savior.
Help us to receive the Bread of Life with joy,
so that we may participate in Your providing bread for the
world, both body and soul;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Please be seated)
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Isaiah 55:1–5

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no
money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money
and without price. Why do you spend your money for that which is
not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen
diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich
food. Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live;
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure
love for David. Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader
and commander for the peoples. Behold, you shall call a nation that
you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he
has glorified you.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalm

Psalm 136:1–9 (23–26)

P
C

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,
for His steadfast love endures forever.

P
C

Give thanks to the God of gods,
for His steadfast love endures forever.

P
C

Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for His steadfast love endures forever;

P
C

to Him who alone does great wonders,
for His steadfast love endures forever;

P
C

to Him who by understanding made the heavens,
for His steadfast love endures forever;

P
C

to Him who spread out the earth above the waters,
for His steadfast love endures forever;

P
C

to Him who made the great lights,
for His steadfast love endures forever;

P
C

the sun to rule over the day,
for His steadfast love endures forever;

P
C

the moon and stars to rule over the night,
for His steadfast love endures forever.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle

Romans 9:1–5

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears
me witness in the Holy Spirit— that I have great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut
off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the
flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. To them
belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the
Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
(Please rise as you are able)

Verse

Psalm 78:25

P Alleluia. Man ate of the bread of the angels; He sent them food in
abundance. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel
Matthew 14:13–21
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], he withdrew from
there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard
it, they followed him on foot from the towns.
When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on
them and healed their sick. Now when it was evening, the disciples came
to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send
the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them something to
eat.” They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.”
And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to sit
down on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked
up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And
they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of
the broken pieces left over. And those who ate were about five thousand
men, besides women and children.
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

642 O Living Bread from Heaven

Public domain
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Sermon: What’s the miracle? You can do the same miracle!
(Please rise as you are able)

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
(Please remain standing if you are able)

Prayer of the Church
P Relying on Your mercy, which tirelessly seeks the lost and the least
and transforms the lives of sinners, we bring our prayers before
You, our merciful and almighty Lord.
P

C
P

You give the gift of adopting us into the family of the faithful of this
and every generation. Enable the Church in this and every place to
be a blessing to the communities in which we live. Empower pastors
to preach the Word with power, teachers to teach the Word with
wisdom, and all believers to serve our neighbors in love. Bless The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod that walking together our voices
give a clear, spirited, and compassionate witness to the gifts of God
in Christ to this hungry world. We give thanks for adopting us as
Your sons and daughters as we cry,
O Lord, hear our prayer.
You give abundant promises to calm us in the midst of anxiety and
trouble. Guide all who govern to do so with reverence, impartiality,
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and compassion. Watch over our military personnel in harm’s way,
and make Your comforting presence known to their families.
Protect innocent people in war-torn nations. Preserve us from acts of
terrorism. Reconcile us with our enemies. We give thanks for Your
hope-sustaining promises as we cry,
O Lord, hear our prayer.
You give the gift of Your presence when our faith wanes and our
hope is nearly lost. Comfort all who are experiencing anxiety, all
who are sick, all who are dying, and all who are mourning,
[including . . .]. Help them to see that even in the midst of suffering,
You are there, and You will never leave nor forsake those in trouble.
We give thanks for Your glorious presence among us as we cry,
O Lord, hear our prayer.
You give the gift of Your Word to guide us—the Word that brings
us down a notch when we are prideful and lifts us up when we are
faltering. We pray today for those in need who have requested our
prayer.

Additional petitions may follow.
P
C

We give thanks for Your life-giving Word as we cry,
O Lord, hear our prayer.

P

You give the food that sustains both our bodies and souls. Bless the
labor of all who set their hands to useful tasks—farmers and
business owners, construction workers and accountants,
homemakers and retail workers, factory workers and executives.
Calm the hearts of the unemployed and underemployed. Grant that
our land will produce an abundant harvest of goods and services that
will bless many. Guide our stewardship of the gifts You entrust to
us. We give thanks for Your gracious provision as we cry,
O Lord, hear our prayer.

C
P

C
P

You gather us for worship by Your Spirit, and You fill our hungry
hearts with good things at the Lord’s Table. Fill us with the Bread
of Life that our lives may be bread for the hungry and water for
those who thirst. We give thanks for the gifts we receive in worship
as we cry,
O Lord, hear our prayer.
You give the example of ancestors in the faith, all those who have
gone before us in the faith and have now died and abide in Your
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tender arms, [remembering especially . . .]. We thank You for their
life and witness, and how Your grace was shown in some way
through them as we cry,
O Lord, hear our prayer.
You give the invitation to bring everything to You in prayer. We
entrust these prayers to You, relying on the promise and trusting in
Your gracious and merciful disposition toward us through Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.
(Please be seated)

Offering

Please sign & pass the Welcome Books in the pews during
the Offering
781 We Give Thee But Thine Own

Public domain
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(Please rise as you are able)

Benediction
P Nourished by the Word of Christ and fed by Christ’s body and
blood, you are sent out into the world in the name of Jesus to fill the
hungry with good things.

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Numbers 6:24–26
Amen.

895 Now Thank We All Our God

Public domain

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 3. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright ©
2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
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August 6th – 12th , 2017
THIS WEEK AT CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Thursday:
Saturday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

9:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

God’s Clothes Closet
Elders’ & Trustees’meetings
Council Meeting
Yard Crew
4:30 P.M.
Worship
9:00 a.m.
Bible Class / Sunday School
10:00 a.m.
Worship w/communion
Altar Color: Green
Deuteronomy 7:6-9
Psalm: 125
Romans 8:28-39
Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52

Coffee Social in the Fellowship Hall

Birthdays this week:
08/06 Alex Halladay
08/06 Brad Landon
08/07 Elmer Feeland

08/08 Marsha Vanlandingham
08/09 Diane Bomberger

Scrip News:
Then the next order will be on Monday August 21st. Thank you all for
your Scrip support!

Memorials:
Given by Helen Hegner to God’s Clothes Closet in memory of Fred
Jordan.
Given by the 49er’s, Ken & Gerry Fischer, and Pat Shosh to the General
Fund in memory of Fred Jordan.

Stewardship Corner
Jesus said, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (Luke
12:15). In contrast to Jesus’ warning, the world tells us that greed
is good. Our society makes every effort to entice us to live a
materialistic lifestyle. Costly and manipulative advertising
bombards us daily for the purpose of creating a desire for more
and more things. We are told that we need one luxury after
another. Only with the help of the Holy Spirit, will we not fall prey
to the pulls of the world. God calls us to be in the world but not
of the world. As John wrote, “Do not love the world or anything in the
world” (1 John 2:15). Through faith, we know that “the world and its
desires pass away,” but those who follow the Lord will live forever.
(1 John 2:17)
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Christ Lutheran will be hosting a REFORMATION
WALK this year on Friday, October 27th. This Outreach event is being done
this year in place of Trunk or Treat, in celebration of the 500th Anniversary of
the Lutheran Reformation. Please prayerfully consider volunteering to help
with this celebration event. If you are willing and able, please put your name
on the sign up sheet in the Narthex. If you want other information on this
event, please see the flyers in the newsletter.
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We pray for family and friends
of the congregation:
Franz Walter (Robin’s husband) is still
waiting to have shoulder surgery after
more test. We pray for comfort in this
time of waiting.
Joshua Busick(nephew of Beth
Landon) is in the Air Force National
Guard and has just been deployed to
Aleppo. We pray that God will keep
him and his family safe while he is
deployed.
Joan Bien (Mother of Maureen
Cavallaro) is now recovering at home
from her illness. We pray for her health
and recovery.
Sara Simsom(niece of Henrietta Rice),
John Hamm(Grandson of Henrietta
Rice), and Bev Hallott (friend on
Henrietta Rice) are all facing difficult
issues. We pray that God will guide
and keep these families in His care.
Please check our newsletter for all on
our pray list.

Name: ______________________________Contact me at: ______________________

Marlene Gottsman is recovering at
home after being hospitalized with
blood clots in her legs. We pray for
her comfort and healing. 498 North
Ave W Brooksville FL 34601
Sarah Amos has problems with her
liver. We pray for her health and
healing.460 Hale Ave Apt 24
Brooksville FL 34601

Prayer Requests – If you would like to include someone on our prayer list
please write prayer requests to Pastor Meseke. You may also call 352-796-8331 also.

We pray for our members
“Church that is a Family”:

