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I am in awe of the fact that this is the March Newsletter. On the 27th of March
the last Sunday in the month is Easter this year. Going into April the fourth
month of the year and Holy Week, and Easter are past for this church year. It
truly seems like we “just” had Christmas. Oh, well, time marches on.
48 times I find the words “crucified”, “crucify”, and “crucifying” in the
New Testament of Scriptures. If I also include the word cross we add 19 more
references. The cross and what it does must be important for the New Testament
to include these terms 67 times in the New Testament. Granted many are part of
the retelling of the crucifixion of Jesus on that hill called Golgotha. In Matthew
10:38, 16:24 and Mark 8:34 as well as Luke 9:23 and 14:11 refer to those
believers taking up their “cross” and following Jesus. Check your purse or pocket; do you still have “your
cross?” We have a faith that uses the cross as our time piece in history, the Scripture is written pre-cross and
post-cross a significant place in Christian history.
Without the cross, the Old Testament followers have nothing to look forward to, as this is where the
sins previously covered over are now forgiven and no longer existing. For us this is where our sins were
forgiven and by faith in Christ and allow us to know that the full payment for past sins and future sins are
paid for in full.
St. Paul uses the cross and crucifying within his writing’s to the churches that he was helping to lead.
We use the very words of Scripture concerning the cross in our funeral services when the pastor says, “Do
you not know that all of us who have been baptized in Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” We see the
cross as the symbol that makes Easter meaningful. We are forgiven and we are free from sin, death and the
devil, now that’s something to celebrate.
I am always humming (to myself) a favorite hymn “Abide with Me”, which is sung at internment’s in
our church. The very last stanza in our hymnal points to the importance of the cross in the blessed passing of
saints from life to life everlasting.
Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.
I have used this phrase in Christmas Eve sermons though I am sure I heard it from someone else, that
“through the cradle we see the cross.” How true the almost unimaginable importance of this wooden tool of
shameful death, the cross. As the guards around the cross exclaimed in fear at the foot of the cross; “Surely
he was the Son of God!” (from Matthew 27:54).
My prayer for each of us is that again we may renew our faithful cry that Jesus is the Son of God and
my Savior.
As I began how time flies, it only seems to go faster, but, we also know that time is of the essence and
we need to continue to speak of Christ, Him crucified for the sins of the whole world and the faith that He is
our savior that credits His payment for sins. Use the little crosses you were given, witness to people.
Honestly, I cannot believe how many conversations my little wooden cross has started.
Be bold, worship with us on Maundy Thursday (communion) and Good Friday and of course worship
on Easter. Be a blessings even as you are blessed.
Pastor Meseke
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At HIS Service for March 2016
Altar Guild Sharon Kostner and Robin Walter

Sunday

Elders

Acolytes

Mar 2nd—
Wed

Ushers

Greeters

Readers

Sound Room

Arlene Denner
Janice Beamer

Marge Pritchard

Phil Huntwork

Inge Malone

March 6th Daryl Schaller Len Pflughaupt

Phil Huntwork
Carol Huntwork
Pat Colson
Flora Hite

Mar 9thWed.

Inge Malone

Rick Henry

Mar 13th

Daryl Schaller Kaylyn Hady
Josh Hady

Ondrea VanHorn
Inge Malone

Carol Buenning
Mary Kamin

Jeanne Schaefer Milt Pritchard

Mar 20th

Daryl Schaller Melanie Pack
Rick Bruner

Inge Malone
Claudette Talvan
Bill Schaefer

Gerry Smith
Phyllis Smith

Betty Dunstan

Kenn Perkins

Art Weyde
Mickey Weyde

Daryl Schaller

Brad Colvin

Mar 25th
Thursday

Inge Malone
Bill Schaefer

Mar 26th
Friday

Inge Malone

Mar 27th

Daryl Schaller Grace Meseke
Rick Henry

Schedule

Jeff Werner
Bruce Timm
Alan Halladay
Inge Malone

Mar—Bible Study Groups
Apr—LWML Mary Martha
May—49er’s
June—Mission Board
July—Dartball
We thank these members & organizations for
coordinating our coffee hour on Sunday
mornings! Come for fellowship, join us for a
cup of coffee & stay for Bible class!

Order your Tulips
plants to adorn our
sanctuary
for Easter service.
Each plant will be
an $8.00 donation.
A sign-up sheet will
be in the Narthex

CONNECTING TO CHRIST

Page 3

If you want to view this newsletter in
color, please access it on our website:
www.clcfla.org

Game Night
Game Night is here at Christ Lutheran Church February 5th and on the 1st Friday night of
each month @ 7 pm. Domino’s, Pinochle, or what would you like to play with others here at
church? Come and enjoy a fun evening of fellowship.
Dartball Group
Dartball will be here on Saturday March 19th @ 9 am. No experience required. You will be
shown how to throw a dart, and learn that “experience” players still have trouble getting on
bases. Come and enjoy a fun morning in the Fellowship Hall and join the group afterwards
for lunch.
LWML Mary Martha
LWML/Mary Martha’s regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday March 8th @ 7pm. Are
we ready LWML Suncoast and Tampa Zone Spring Rally being held at Christ Lutheran
Church on March 12? Let’s start planning the for the many volunteers of Christ Lutheran
church a recognition luncheon being held on April 10th after the worship service.
49er’s
The 49er’s will meet March 18th @ 6 pm. Ernie Williams and his music group will be
entertaining with blue grass music. It will be a fun evening. Bring a dish to share. Come &
enjoy an evening of fellowship.
The Sewing Group

We will sewing, quilting, or whatever you would like to do, on March 3rd and 17th, from 9
a.m. – 12 noon. Any questions, ask Nell Ohff or Carol Huntwork.
God’s Hands Puppet Ministry
We will be the guests at the LWML Suncoast and Tampa Zone Spring Rally on March 12th!
We will be performing 5 skits for the ladies of the LWML. In April we plan to perform at the
volunteer recognition luncheon on April 10th. We look forward to perfroming to all of you as
we love spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ through puppetry.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries for March 2016
Happy Birthday to:

Happy Anniversary to:

03/01 Beth Landon

03/01 Franz & Robin Walter

41 years

03/03 Kaylyn Hady

03/05 Jim & Jaci Dible

16 years

03/08 Betty Ellinghuysen

03/05 Tom & Cody Gray

5 years

03/24 Bill & Janet Yungmann Barkalow 20 years

03/08 Marcia Pridgen

03/25 Philip & Carol Huntwork

03/12 Ron Fairman

55 years

03/13 Skip Erickson
03/14 Alan Young
03/17 Chris Erickson
03/19 Ethel Kehrbaum
03/20 Francis Stewart
3/22

Theresa Hilton

3/28

Alan Halladay

We praise God for another
year of blessings!
The LWML SUNCOAST and TAMPA zones Spring Rally will
be held here at Christ Lutheran Church on Saturday March
12th.. Pastor Meseke will be doing a worship service with
communion for us and after a short meeting, the God’s Hand
Puppet Ministry will be doing 5 Puppet skits for the Rally.
After that will will
have a lunch here in
the fellowship hall.
All ladies of our
congregation are
invited . Registration forms will be in
the Narthex by the
Mite box.

The Elders will
be sponsoring
this year our
Easter Breakfast
which is served
before the
Easter Worship
Service.
A sign-up sheet
for the breakfast
will be in the
Narthex
More details
will be published in future bulletins.
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We continue to pray for our “Church that is a Family”:
Marilyn Wajda fell and broke her pelvis. We pray for healing.
2 Hemlock Court East Homosassa, FL 34446
Cody Gray had foot surgery. We pray for quick healing. 19474
Petunia Brooksville, FL 34601
Charles Hayden Has health issues. We pray for God’s continual care.
14645 Spellman Court Spring Hill, FL 34610
Dale Folsom We pray for comfort and peace. 11203 Blythville Rd Brooksville FL 34613
We pray for family and friends of the congregation:
Lissy Martinez-Monfort (friend of Bonnie Yungmann) has reoccurance of colon cancer. We pray for her
health along with comfort and peace.
Fred Darling (friend of Robin Walter) We pray for peace and comfort for him and his wife in their period of
waiting.
Carol Heveron (daughter of Joan Ferris) We pray for the peace and comfort through faith while we wait for
her passing from life to life everlasting.
Betty McMutchan (friend of Henrietta Rice) has Dermatomyositis and is in a lot of pain. We pray for God’s
help and strength for her and her family to see them through this medical emergency in their life.
Brian Driscoll (Pearl Stippich’s son) will be had surgery relating to his cancer on Wednesay, February 24 th. We
pray for comfort and healing.
Trent Williams ( relation of Pastor & Linda Meseke)is in ICU. Sepsis emergency, in coma, continual seizures,
pneumonia. Unable to determine what is causing health issues. We pray for healing.
Eric Ohff (Son of Nell & Ernie Ohff) is had neck surgery. We pray for quick healing.
Ryan Monaghan (Friend of Nell & Ernie Ohff) will be having a heart value replacement surgery. We pray for a
successful surgery.
Kathy Love (sister of Bob Love) Is in the hospital with pneumonia. She also has gout. We pray for healing.
Deborah Hady (mother of Josh Hady) is now recuperating at home. We thank God for her home coming and
pray for health and strengthening of her body.
Amanda Florio (niece of Bert Florio) has had cancer that was in her eye back in her in five places. She is r
ecovering from one surgery removing a tumor off her spine and needs more surgery with radiation and chemo
treatments. We pray for healing and comfort.
Jeanette Lowanse (sister-in-law of Joan Murdick) Has emphysema and is going into respiratory failure. She is
being placed on a lung transplant list. We pray for peace and comfort.
Randy Bowser (Roy Murdick’s nephew) has aggressive cancer. Is going to have a leg and part of his thigh removed. We pray for peace and comfort.
Callie Anderson (3 year old step great granddaughter of Marge and Milt Pritchard) has very aggressive cancer. We pray for comfort and peace for her and her family.
Sonia Blake (Sister-in-law of Marge and Milt Pritchard) has cancer. We pray for comfort and peace.
Glenda Colvin (mother or Brad Colvin) is going for chemo therapy for uterine cancer. We pray for peace and
comfort.
Susan Colvin (Kathy Colvin’s sister who married Brad’s brother) is going through cancer treatment. We pray for
comfort and peace.
The Beasly family (relatives of Bill and Marcia Pridgen) Having issues with their adopted family that came from
an abusive home. We pray for their joys and their trials.
Brian Driscoll (Pearl Stippich’s son) Recovering from his cancer surgery. We pray for healing, comfort and
peace.
Jim McNally (55 year old brother of Marilyn Wajda) has recurring cancer on his tongue. We pray for peace and
comfort while waiting to hear what his treatments will be.
Bob Karre (Brother-in-law of Ernie and Nell Ohff) has kidney cancer. We pray for healing, comfort and peace.
George Wiegand (friend of Moe Freeland) fell breaking several fingers and needing many stitches. We pray for
healing and comfort.
Barbara Woodward (Betty Dunstan’s daughter) has seroma in the breast cavity where a tumor was removed
last November. We pray for comfort and healing.
Kris Botterman (Betty Dunstan’s (sister-in-law) had shoulder surgery. We pray for healing and a quick recovery.
Richard Dominik (husband of Darlene Dominik) Keep in ypur prayers.
Whitney Burkhart who suffers from stomach cancer. We pray for peace as she undergoes chemo therapy,
and peace to Barry and Joann as they help their daughter.

Ronald Ungs (Brother-in-law of Garry & Shirley Welder) was diagnosis with cancer. We pray for comfort and healing.
Sonya Mueller (Friend of Inge Malone) Had colon cancer operation at Moffitt. We pray for healing
and
recovery.
Laura Hoff (friend of Kathleen Barnes) has recurring cancer and needs prayers. We pray for comfort
and health.
Miranda (Granddaughter of Sarah McGinnis)We pray for a miracle in her life. Miranda is diagnosed
with a
solid mass. We pray for God’s divine Will in His miraculous way.
Kelly Thomas (19 year old friend of Kathy Bloomer) who suffered a spinal injury from an auto accident, is now at home. Unable to walk, using a wheelchair, but still fighting to try to walk again. We
praise the Lord that she survived!
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