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We Worship our God 
in a Free Country. 

 

Pre-Service Music 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

P We gather this morning to celebrate our eternal freedom 

through the Blood of Jesus Christ, that sets us truly free. We 

gather also to celebrate the United States of America, where the 

freedom to come together to worship and praise the Trinity, our 

God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. As we come together, let us first 

begin with prayer in thanks for our freedoms and prayer to keep 

safe those who preserve those freedoms. 

 

P Lord God, we pray in the name of our blessed Redeemer, Jesus, 

The Christ. Thank You for the gift of forgiveness through the death 

and resurrection of Your only begotten Son, Jesus. Thank You for 

the freedom that His death has secured for us and all believers. Let 

us live as responsible Christian citizens forgiven and free and 

brothers and sisters in Christ, “The Church that is a Family”. Return 

our. Country, the United States of America to be “one nation 

under God,” in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

P Let us pray for those who this day, still serve the United States 

of America to preserve our freedoms. Almighty God, You alone are 

our strong defender, and ever-present help in time of trouble. 

Watch over, guide and defend our military personnel, and all 

others who defend our life and liberty, that they may serve justly 

and honorably in their pursuit of true peace. Grant them courage 

and strength in their time of service, and bring them safely home 

to their families and communities; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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We Thank our God for our Freedoms 

965 God Bless Our Native Land   

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Please rise 

 

Please face the Christian flag 

C I pledge allegiance to the cross  

     of my Lord, Jesus Christ 

     and to the faith  

     for which it stands  

     one Savior,  

     King eternal 

     with grace and mercy for all. 

 

 
Lift High the Cross 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim,  

Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come Christians follow where our Savior trod, 

 Our King victorious, Christ the Son of God. 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim, 

 Till all the world adore His sacred name. 
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Please face the flag of The United States of America 

 

C I pledge allegiance to the flag  

    of the United States of America  

    and  to the Republic for which it stands,  

    one nation, under God  

    with  liberty and justice for all. 

 
The Star Spangled Banner 

O say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,  

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming, 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,  

O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 

O say does that star spangled banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

 

 

We pray in Freedom 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, ruler of all nations: We pray for our nation her  

people, and our leaders. May we be mindful of your favor and be  

obedient to Your will. Forgive our shortcomings as a nation, and  

purify our hearts to know the truth that alone can make us free.  

Save us from injustice and oppression, from pride and  

arrogance, and from greed and self-centeredness. Increase our  

concern for people beyond our own boundaries and for the  

poor and afflicted in our land, that we may be a blessing and an  

example to all nations. Bring us at last to that day when the  

whole world shall know peace and blessedness, through Jesus  



 

Page -5- 
July 4, 2021 God and Country Service 

 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the  

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

  C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

 

The Word of God that sets us Free  

P In the Old Testament lesson for today we hear 

        “The LORD is good to those who wait for Him.” Lamentations 3:22–33 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never 

come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your 

faithfulness. “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore 

I will hope in him.” The LORD is good to those who wait for 

him, to the soul who seeks him. It is good that one should wait 

quietly for the salvation of the LORD. It is good for a man that 

he bear the yoke in his youth. Let him sit alone in silence when 

it is laid on him; let him put his mouth in the dust—there may 

yet be hope; let him give his cheek to the one who strikes, and 

let him be filled with insults. For the Lord will not cast off 

forever, but, though he cause grief, he will have compassion 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does 

not willingly afflict or grieve the children of men. 

 P This is the Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm  

P Let us thankfully pray together Psalm 30. 

C I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up 

and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 

O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 

and you have healed me. 

O LORD, you have brought up my soul from hell; 
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you restored me to life from among those who go down 

to the pit. 

Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 

and give thanks to his holy name. 

For his anger is but for a moment, 

and his favor is for a  lifetime, 

Weeping may tarry for the night, 

but joy comes with the morning. 

As for me, I said in my prosperity, 

“I shall never be moved.” 

By your favor, O LORD, 

you made my mountain stand strong; 

you hid your face; 

I was dismayed. 

To you, O  LORD, I cry, 

and to the Lord I plead for mercy: 

“What profit is there in my death, 

if I go down to the pit, 

Will the dust praise you? 

Will it tell of your faithfulness? 

Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me! 

O LORD, be my helper!” 

You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; 

you have loosed my sackcloth 

and clothed me with gladness, 

that my glory may sing your praise and not be silent. 

O LORD my God, I will give thanks to you forever! 
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P Our Epistle lesson is from St. Paul’s letter to the church at   

    Corinth telling them and us, “See that you also excel in the  

    grace of giving.” 
2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 13-15 

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has 

been given among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe 

test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme 

poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 

For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and 

beyond their means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly 

for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— and this, 

not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord 

and then by the will of God to us. Accordingly, we urged Titus 

that as he had started, so he should complete among you this 

act of grace. But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, 

in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you—see 

that you excel in this act of grace also. 

I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness 

of others that your love also is genuine.  

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 

he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his 

poverty might become rich…I do not mean that others should be 

eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness your 

abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that 

their abundance may supply your need, that there may be 

fairness. As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing 

left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please rise 
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Verse of the Day  

P Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

C You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 

Words of Freedom and Eternal Life   

Mark 6:1-13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

[Jesus] went away from there and came to his hometown, and 

his disciples followed him. And on the Sabbath he began to 

teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were 

astonished, saying, “Where did this man get these things? What 

is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done 

by his hands? Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and 

brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not 

his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. And 

Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in 

his hometown and among his relatives and in his own 

household.” And he could do no mighty work there, except that 

he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. And he 

marveled because of their unbelief. 

 And he went about among the villages teaching. 

 And he called the twelve and began to send them out two 

by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He 

charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—

no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— but to wear sandals 

and not put on two tunics. And he said to them, “Whenever you 

enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. And if any 

place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when 

you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony 

against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that people 

should repent. And they cast out many demons and anointed 

with oil many who were sick and healed them. 
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P    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
Please be seated 

Hymn of Freedom 
“My Country ‘Tis of Thee” 

 

1. My country, ‘tis of thee 

Sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing: 

Land where my father’s died, 

            Land of the pilgrims’ pride, 

From every mountain-side let freedom ring! 

 

2. My native country, thee, 

Land of the noble free, thy name I love: 

I love the rocks and rills,  

thy woods and templed hills; 

My heart that rapture thrills, like that above. 

 

3. Let music swell the breeze 

and ring from all the trees, sweet freedom’s song: 

Let mortal tongues awake,  

let all that breathe partake; 

Let rocks their silence break, thy sound prolong. 

 

4.  Our fathers’ God, to Thee, 

Author of liberty, to Thee we sing: 

Long may our land be bright 

               with freedom’s holy light; 

Protect us by Thy might, Great God, our King! 
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Sermon 
True Freedom and Forgiveness in Christ Jesus. 

Christian Citizenship 

 

P Please rise as we boldly state our Christian faith and it’s 

freedom in the words of the Nicene Creed. 

 
Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 

God,      begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of 

God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom 

all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 

the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He 

will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 

life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 

one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to 

come. Amen. 
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Please be seated 

 

 

Offering (offering plates are place by the entrance doors) 

 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 
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Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  LSB 160 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by 

His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 



 

Page -13- 
July 4, 2021 God and Country Service 

 

 

Sanctus  LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had  

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten  

Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With  

repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by  

the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 

You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 

Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His 

blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 



 

Page -14- 
July 4, 2021 God and Country Service 

 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and  

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body,  

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and  

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of 

it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your  

body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember  

and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,  

Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your  

ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  

So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 162 

C Our Father who art in heaven,  

             hallowed be Thy name, 

               Thy kingdom come,  

               Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

               give us this day our daily bread;  

               and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those                       

               who trespass against us;  

               and lead us not into temptation,  

               but deliver us from evil.  

        For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory       

               forever and ever. Amen. 
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Pax Domini  LSB 163 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei  LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 

Distribution 
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637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  LSB 637 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 

576 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  LSB 576 
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Public domain 

 

 

 

Upon communion ending please rise 

 

Post-Communion Canticle 

 

Thank the Lord  LSB 164 
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Post-Communion Collect  

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You 

that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Benediction  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you 

     and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Concluding Hymn 
America the Beautiful 

1. O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of 

grain, 

For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 

And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to 

shinning sea. 

 

2. O beautiful for pilgim feet, whose stern impassioned 

stress 

A thorough fare for freedom beat across the 

wilderness! 

America! America! God mend thine ev’ry flaw, 

Confirm thy soul in self-control, Thy liberty in law.  
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3. O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 

Who more than self their country loved and mercy 

more than life! 

America! America! May God thy gold refine, 

Till all success be nobleness, and ev’ry gain divine. 

 

4. O beautiful for patriot dream that sees, beyond the 

years, 

Thine alabaster cities gleam Un-dimmed by human 

tears! 

America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 

And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to 

shining seas. 
 

 

 

P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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