
Beauty for Ashes

“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10

Finding beauty in the rough is sometimes an impossible task, but the question comes down to 
this, “Surrendering your hurt and heaviness to the One who can make you pure and beautiful 
inside.”

In high school everyone plays the game of “Whose the best?” Whose the best dressed, the most 
liked, the most attractive and so on. And in the contest people hurt others for their own personal 
comfort. The game goes on into adult life and continues today in society. In the final stages 
people are hardened and become callous to love and inner beauty, their hearts become as stone.

The devil is about destruction. His plan will always be to shut down, humiliate, then annihilate 
us. Interesting enough he utilizes people in their own personal hurts to hurt others; bringing 
them temporary joy. It’s like a starving dog, it will eat anything, even if it’s bad, to attempt to 
survive. That instinct of desperation begs us to answer. 

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of 
stone and give you a heart of flesh.” Ezekiel 36:26

Until I found the table of my Savior, I ate from the plates of mockery and criticism. I remember 
getting sick and tired of the games and then I realized God was there, standing beside me. It was 
then, thanks to God’s amazing grace, that I took time to humble myself, ask and surrender to 
Him. He took His beauty for my ashes and gave me a garment of praise for my heaviness. He 
took the heart of stone I had and gave me a heart of flesh; a living and moldable heart. His 
beauty became my beauty and His flesh became my flesh. 

Nowadays, as I look in the mirror I see a reflection of Him in my life and the power from on high 
gives me assurance that I’m His. In essence, God says to me, “You are so beautiful to me!” 
That’s enough to cripple the enemy’s minions and the worldly views. It’s also enough to 
transform us all if we would surrender our ashes for His beauty.
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