Kelso United
Methodist Presbyterian
Church
October 2018

“Trunk ~ or ~ Treat”

Mission’s Brunch

Wednesday, October 31
5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, October 21

Fellowship Hall
&
Church Parking Lot

Serving Times
10:00 a.m.
&
Noon
Fellowship Hall
Fundraiser for:
• Missionary, Paul Jeffrey
• Kenya Methodist University
• Victims of Hurricanes

Pass out candy from
your car or pickup.
Decorate your
vehicle and yourself!
(Optional)
Guess the weight of the
pumpkin and win a
$25 Gift Card to Target!
Pumpkins courtesy of
David and Colleen Walker.

Our Mission’s Team will be hosting this
brunch and providing the delicious food.

Table Talks: Making Disciples
Sunday, October 21
1:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Candy donations are needed.
Leave in Church Office.
Sponsored by
Welcome & Fellowship Team

Following our Mission’s Brunch, you are invited to
stay and continue our conversation about
how we can develop an “intentional”
disciple making process.

Worship God, Grow in Faith, and Be in Service with All.
~ Our Mission Statement ~

Notes from the
Pastor’s Pen . . .
Two things happened this month that have
caused me to rethink my busy days. I don’t
know if it’s because I am leaving on
vacation on October 1 or because this is
just a busy time of year, but this month has
been busier than most.
The first thing that happened was my clergy
friend called and asked me to visit a young
woman in the hospital who had just had her
second child. She was a friend of the
family, and my clergy friend was far away.
This woman is homeless and has lived in
a hotel since May. Her significant other
has a good job, but he makes just slightly
too much money to receive assistance but
not enough money to come up with first and
last months rent for a home. Of course, it’s
a vicious cycle when you are forced to
spend money on a hotel that could go
towards housing.
As I was visiting her, I realized Family
Promise would be the solution for them.
They would have a place to stay in the
evenings and during the day. They would
have help in receiving services, and they
would have the ability to save toward a
place to live. I knew in that moment we
were doing the right thing to help families
in Cowlitz County. There is more about
Family Promise elsewhere in this
newsletter.

Pastor’s Notes (Cont.)
You live the day as it unfolds and then go
back and live it again, recognizing all the
joy and good, even if it’s a particularly bad
day. I know we can’t live our days twice,
but we can enjoy the moments of each day
the first time.
Since I saw that movie, I have started
looking for the good even on the bad days,
long days, never ending days. There are
the days I can help my granddaughter,
Haylee, with her homework. Something
that wasn’t possible not so long ago. There
are the days I can shop with Piper and see
the joy she has in getting a new pair of
shoes. The days when after a long day my
family sits at the dinner table and has
dinner together. Even the days when I am
cranky from being so tired, and I spend a
few quiet moments with Tom, just relaxing.
This isn’t to say there won’t be days when
I’m tired or even cranky. But I am reminded
that even on those days when I am tired
and cranky, there is a God who is also with
me. A God that loves me even when I am
cranky. A God I have finally discovered will
help me say NO to more business and that
the world won’t end when I do. I did that
just today.
Life isn’t about the stuff we have. Life is
about the experiences we share together. I
am thrilled to experience life with all of you.
I’ll look for you in church!

The second thing that happened was I
watched a movie. I know, I know, I am
always watching movies. This was a movie
from 2013 I had never seen. It is called
“About Time.” It’s about a man who
discovers the men in his family can travel
back in time during their lifetime. What
makes this so significant for me was that
the man’s father tells him the secret about
life and time travel is to live each day twice.

Pastor Vonda

Enjoy the little things, for one day
you may look back and realize
they were the big things.
--Robert Brault

Greeters/Coffee Hosts
Needed
With our fall schedule resuming, we need
greeters and coffee hosts for both services.
There are sign-up sheets for both services
in the Narthex (Lobby).

Welcoming Visitors
As we welcome visitors (there are some
just about every week!), I invite you to be
challenged by these observations by Scott
Dannemiller who posted these thoughts in
Huffington Post, May 6, 2015:
"When I work with congregations, I often
ask the members what they love most
about their church. And 9 times out of 10,
the response is, ‘It's like a big family.' And
every time I hear this, I cringe a little.
Please don't misunderstand me. Families
are beautiful. My own family is incredibly
welcoming. At the same time, we're also
loud and boisterous and overwhelming. We
have inside jokes and tired old stories. If
you're spending Thanksgiving with us for
the first time, it can be downright
exhausting. And exclusive. As an outsider,
you are left to try and quickly understand
decades of history and assimilate quickly.
"And we ask our church guests to do the
exact same thing. We treat them like
guests. Like guests in our home. It's a
wonderful analogy, isn't it? We roll out the
red carpet for houseguests. We offer them
our best food and drink. We break out the
fine china. Heck, we even let them use the
special towels that normally stay locked
behind some sort of invisible force field in
our bathrooms, never to be touched by an
actual family member.
“If welcoming were an Olympic sport,
churches would be Michael Phelps, only
with coffee stations and tuna hot dish. But

Welcoming Visitors (Cont.)
here's the problem: I'm afraid the mindset
behind our welcoming spirit might slowly,
subtly be killing our church. Don't get me
wrong. I am not saying our churches
should stop welcoming visitors. And I'm not
saying church shouldn't feel like a place
where you belong. What I am saying is that
we need to stop viewing our churches as
our homes. And here's the reason. While I
am very welcoming to my guests, I also see
my home as mine. A possession. But the
church is not our home. We do not
possess it. We are caretakers of our
church, not owners.
“So today I pray that this will be our call.
That we may tirelessly look for ways to be
caretakers of the church. To look for ways
to use our buildings and our gifts not for
ourselves, but for others. And in so doing,
may the light of Christ show through our
generosity. Our openness. And our
unselfishness. Reaching out to the family
of God."
I'd value hearing your responses to this
article. I hope it challenged you, as it did
me.
--Vonda

Women’s Fall Retreat
October 17-21
Ocean Park Retreat Center
Ocean Park, Washington
Cost:
Different Prices Available
See Informational Flyer in Narthex
Registration Deadline:
Monday, October 8
This is a weekend of rest, relaxation, and
renewal for women ages 18 and over. You
will enjoy great food and a program that is
designed to be stress free. You may join in
wherever you choose.

U.M.P.W. News
Next Meeting
Tuesday, October 16
10:00 a.m.
Room 12

Veteran’s Day Sunday
Sunday, November 11
Both Services

All Ladies Invited!
The United Methodist Presbyterian Women
will work on plans for the annual Holiday
Bazaar to be held in November (see article
at end of newsletter).

Adult Sunday School
Sundays
October 7, 14, 21, and 28
November 11 and 18
10:10 – 11:00 a.m.
Fellowship Hall

“The Prayers of Jesus”
Rob Rice, Guide
October 7
Praying Over Children and Food
October 14
Prayers of Thanksgiving
October 21
Prayers for Assistance
October 28
The Lord’s Prayer
November 11
A Final Prayer
November 18
Prayers on Jesus’ Death
Bring Your Bible!

We would like to honor our veterans at both
worship services with a video showing you
in your military uniform. If you have already
turned a military picture of you or a loved
one into the Church Office in prior years,
you don’t need to do anything. We still
have the picture saved. If you didn’t turn a
picture in, or you would like to turn a
different one in, please email the picture to
the church at: kelsoumc@cni.net. You
may also bring the picture into the office to
be scanned. Along with the picture, please
include the branch of service you served in
and your dates of service.
If you have any questions, please call the
Church Office at 360-423-7480. Please
submit your picture by November 1, so we
will have time to prepare everything.

Annual Church Meeting
Monday, November 12
6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Bring a Dessert to Share
Our new Crest to Coast Missional District
Superintendent, Rev. Kathleen Weber, will
be here to preside over our Annual Church
Meeting.

FISH Food Ministry
The next scheduled days to prepare and
distribute food to people will be on:
Tuesday, November 13
Wednesday, November 14
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Laurie Hall
If you are interested in helping, please
contact Bette Aanderud at 360-577-0095
or Pat Faires at 360-423-7874.

FISH Food Needed
• Peanut Butter
• Cereal
• Macaroni and Cheese
• Spaghetti
• Canned Tomatoes
• Hunts Pasta Sauce (traditional)
• Canned Fruit
(Applesauce, Peaches, Pears)
• Canned Vegetables
(Corn, Peas, Green Beans)
• Top Ramen
Donation Baskets in Narthex (Lobby)
On September 4 and 5, we served:
Families–62, Adults–117, Children–79 for a
total of 196.
Thank you to the following volunteers:
Bette Aanderud, Dale Bruton, Don
Corkrum, Glenn Faires, Pat Faires, Richard
Hallett, Larry McCool, Sue McCool, John
Orr, Harvey Redmond, Linda Redmond,
Peggy Skeahan, Colleen Walker, and
Shirley Whyte

Emergency Support
Shelter News
“Item of the Month”
~ Toilet Paper ~
Donation Baskets in Narthex (Lobby)

Backpack Buddies Resumes
This program provides food for children at
Barnes Elementary who are at risk for
hunger over the weekend.
Volunteers are needed to purchase food,
pack bags, and deliver bags on Fridays
during the school year. If you would be
interested in helping with any of these
duties, please talk to Pastor Vonda.

If you would like to contribute monetarily
towards this ministry, please make checks
payable to KUMPC and note “Backpacks”
on memo line of your check.
Items you may donate to this ministry are:
• Plastic Grocery Bags
• Canned Chicken or Tuna
• Canned Pasta Meals
(i.e., Spaghettios, Chili, etc.)
• Soup
• Individual Breakfast Cereals
There is a container in the Narthex (Lobby)
where you may place items.

Remember In Prayer

Thank You

John Anderson, Glenn Faires,
Jerrilyn French (Virginia French’s
daughter-in-law), Virginia French,
Tom Gates, Lolita Hare, Jean Larsen,
and our children we sponsor at Jamaa Letu
Orphanage in the Congo: Betty, Joseph,
Leon, Ruth Kashala, Ruth Mukuna,
Souzanne, Willy, and Yanick

Dear Fellow Parishioners,
I just wanted to thank everyone that prayed
for me and sent me healing thoughts during
my recent illness and surgery. I really
appreciate all of you for the support. I am
glad to be back at church and am becoming
more active again. Thanks again.
--Fiina Fowler

Our Sympathy

****************************

Our sympathy is extended to:
• The family of Jodi Stoddard.
Jodi passed away on September 21, and
her service was held here at the church on
September 29.
• Harvey and Linda Redmond and family at
the loss of Harvey’s mother, Nora Jean
“Nonie” Redmond, on September 15.
• Gwyn and Larry Gross and family
at the passing of Gwyn’s sister,
Marilyn Tolsma-Joyce, on August 27.

Rest Stop Update
On August 25-26, our church served
refreshments to weary travelers at the I-5
Southbound Toutle Rest Stop and gave
them a break from driving.
Many of the travelers gave monetary
donations in appreciation, and as a result,
we raised $812.52 which will be divided
between the Scholarship Fund that helps
students further their college education and
the Mission Trip Fund.

You don’t get harmony when
everyone sings the same note.
--Doug Floyd

Thank you to Tanya Nelson for preparing
first aid kits for various areas in the church.
Kits were prepared for the office, the
downstairs kitchen, and the van.

Kirkin’ Thank You
A big thank you to all who helped with the
Kirkin of the Tartan to make it a big
success! I appreciate especially Pastor
Vonda, Gary Jackson, Judy, Greg and
Laurel (and the wonderful choir!), Dale, and
the committees and heads of them that did
so much work to make it a success!
Thank you to Tanya Nelson and Shirley
Simpson for decorating the church, Beth
Wills for heading up the Fellowship Hall
decorating, Sue Jackson and her Reception
Committee for the wonderful scones and
other food items, and Cherie Rapp and the
Clean-up Committee. What a team!
Thanks also to everyone that brought
decorations or food items to share with us.
You all are much appreciated.
This is my favorite service of the year.
Thanks for everyone working together to
make it great!
--Fiina Fowler

October Birthdays
2

Kaj Arnesen
Laura Jackson
Shirlee Whyte
Lisa Wolf
Odhinn Arnesen
Scott Thompson
Ann Hanson
Brynja Arnesen
Kenneth Brockway
Emily Gates
Shirley Heitzmann
Mike Fowler
John Gross
Bruce Eyer
Maryka Anderson-Simonson

6
7
16
17
21
24
25
26
29
30

Attendance
Date
9/02/18
9/09/18

Sunday
Sunday
One Worship
School
Service
5
99
6
186
(Kirkin’ Service Park 49+Church 137)

Two Services Resume
9/16/18
5
1st-63 / 2nd-68
9/23/18
13
1st-68 / 2nd-61
9/30/18
15
1st-62 / 2nd-58
Jazz Fellowship
33

9/05/18
9/12/18
9/19/18
9/26/18

Wednesday
Youth
Adults
No Activities
10
14
9
14
10
10

I can live for two months on
a good compliment.
--Mark Twain

13th Month of Giving
The year-to-date (January-August) balance
for the General Fund is a negative
(-$9,967.16). The Finance Committee
would like to end 2018 with a zero balance,
or a very small carry-over. To achieve this,
we are asking that you give prayerful
thought to increasing your giving through
the end of the year, if you are able. A
couple of suggestions include, but are
certainly not limited to: increasing each
month’s giving by 10%; divide your monthly
giving/‘pledge’ amount by three to give an
extra month (that is spread over three
months); or any amount extra you may be
able to give.
As we work on our 2019 Budget, we are
looking closely at all line items to make sure
that they are needed and not budgeting
more than is truly needed for each item.
The Finance Committee continues to be
thankful for your financial support as we go
about the work of Jesus in our community.
-- Finance Committee
Kelso United Methodist Presbyterian Church
206 Cowlitz Way
Kelso, WA 98626-3411
Phone: 360-423-7480 / Fax 360-425-1121
Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (M-F)
Daycare Hours: 6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. (M-F)
E-mail: kelsoumc@cni.net
Website: www.kelsoumpc.org
Facebook: Kelso United
Methodist Presbyterian Church
Rev. Vonda McFadden, Pastor
Parsonage: 360-423-3514 / Cell: 360-393-2843
Pastor’s E-mail: pastorvonda@gmail.com
Rev. Greg and Rev. Laurel Moore, Music Directors
503-556-8131
Sunday Schedule (Sept-May)
9:00 am Contemporary Service
9:20 am Kid’s Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional Service
10:00 am & 12:00 pm Fellowship Time
Wednesday Schedule (Sept-May)
5:30 pm Children/Teen Ministry
6:15 pm Praise Team Practice
7:00 pm Choir Practice

79th Annual Joyous Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, November 3, 2018
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Luncheon Served: 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
Thanks to all who have so graciously agreed to serve in the various booths. The generous giving of your time
and talents is appreciated. For questions about any booth, contact the booth chairs. There is a sign-up sheet
in the Narthex.
Please feel free to share any craft, hobby, embroidery or woodworking for the bazaar. You bring it – we will
find a booth for it. All contributions in any area are always welcome, and you may deliver them to the Church
Office.
BOOTHS:
COLLECTIBLES: Chair: Maryanne Wainwright (360) 636-4563 – Bring selective collectibles (no yard sale
items, please) such as jewelry, vases, mirrors, cups/saucers, miniatures, depression glass, vintage linens,
vintage handkerchiefs, vintage postcards.
LINENS: Chair: Linda Redmond (360) 636-0295 – Aprons, handmade crafts, embroidered dish towels,
quilted items, knitted and crocheted items, placemats, napkins, and napkin rings.
BAKERY: Chair: Trudi Gross (360) 425-0083 – Baked goods may be brought from home. Please price your
own items. Price list will be provided. Requirements will be posted at the church.
The following rules need to be followed:
1. Only low risk foods will be allowed – breads, rolls, cookies, cakes, bars, fruit pies.
2. All baked items must be wrapped or covered to protect from contamination.
3. Baked items must be sold whole (not served or sold individually).
4. Please tag the item with a 3x5 card that lists your name and the list of ingredients. We must keep a
log of all items.
CANDY: Chair: Shirley Simpson (360) 636-0804 – Cooked candy only – must be made in the church kitchen.
BOUTIQUE: Co-Chairs: Tanya Nelson (360) 577-1257, Cheryl Risner (360) 423-2539 – Work parties are
scheduled each Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Laurie Hall (Presbyterian Campus). Bring a sack lunch.
Coffee, tea, and goodies will be provided. More workers needed and other projects can and will be done. Talk
to Tanya Nelson about coming at a later time on Thursday. She will stay later or come back.
WOODCRAFT: Chair: Dick Graham (360) 425-5876 with Scott McRae
GIFT BASKETS: Chair: Beth Wills (360) 577-1757 – Set-up by Shirlee Whyte. This booth will have empty
gift baskets, decorated, which are for our guests to purchase and fill with holiday gifts. There will be some
sample baskets.
BOOKS: Chair: John Simpson (360) 636-0804 – Selective gift books, new or gently used.
etc.: Co-Chairs: Tanya Nelson and Annette Nelson (360) 430-1270 – Unique Items (some one of a kind),
Tartan, pet items, handmade soaps, stocking stuffers, new jewelry
KIDS: Chair: Pamela Dickey (360) 846-8592 – Kid’s handmade toys, clothing, dressed dolls.
DINING ROOM: Chair: Anne Hill (360) 425-6400 – This is a good way to share our church’s hospitality. Call
Anne to volunteer to help serve lunch.
KITCHEN: Chair: Pastor Vonda (360) 423-7480 – You are welcome to make monetary donations toward
purchase of foods to be used in the lunch preparations. Help is needed Friday, November 2 for preparations
and Saturday, November 3 for serving and clean-up. Call Pastor Vonda to volunteer.
ADVERTISING: Tanya Nelson
BANKERS: Judy Ainslie and Kathy Williamson
Setup will be Thursday, November 1 from 9 a.m. until finished.
Bring a sack lunch ~ Coffee provided
Unsold items will be left out until after Sunday, November 4 services.
On Monday, November 5 items will be put away.

