Kelso United
Methodist Presbyterian
Church
November 2017

Count Your Blessings
FISH Food Ministry
Wednesday and Thursday, November 1 and 2
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Laurie Hall
78th Joyous Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, November 4
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
(Luncheon 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.)
Fellowship Hall

All Saints Sunday
November 5
Both services will honor loved ones no longer with us.
Daylight Saving Time Ends ~ Turn Your Clock BACK!
Veteran’s Day Service
Sunday, November 12
Both services will honor those who have served/are serving in our military.
“Count Your Blessings” Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 19
Both Services
Take time to express thanks to God for the bountiful blessings in your life.
All-Church Breakfast and “Hanging the Greens”
Saturday, December 2
8:00 a.m.
Following breakfast, you are invited to stay and
help decorate the church for Christmas.

Worship God, Grow in Faith, and Be in Service with All.
~ Our Mission Statement ~

Notes from the
Pastor’s Pen . . .

Notes from Pastor (Cont.)
We must do our best not to lose the wonder
of the Lord’s provision for us.

Greetings in Christ!
I am looking forward to the month of
November and also to wonderful worship
services, especially the Sunday before
Thanksgiving as we take time to appreciate
and express our thanks to God for the
bountiful blessings in our lives.
I’m reminded about a tremendous story in
the Bible found in Luke 17:11-19 where
Jesus healed 10 lepers. Yet, while 9 of the
lepers went their way rejoicing in their
healing, only 1 of them in fact turned
around to go back to express his thanks to
the Lord for the miracle that had taken
place in his life.
Imagine that! 1 out of 10 said thank you!
We are often so quick to correct and
instruct our children when it comes to the
importance of saying “thank you,” but you
and I are challenged on a weekly basis,
and yes, even daily to express our love
and appreciation to the Lord.
I would like to encourage you to set aside
the Sunday before Thanksgiving to come
together to worship with me, and express
your appreciation to God. We will do this
in numerous ways as we often do on a
Sunday, but one of the things I would like
to do is have a time where we “Count Our
Blessings.” There is an old song that talks
about the importance of doing this, and we
will provide the opportunity to stand and
openly express your love for God in this
way.
Perhaps this isn’t your “style,” and you’d
like to submit a brief testimony in another
way. You can just send your thoughts to
me via email or drop a note to me in the
mail.

The Israelites in the wilderness got
accustomed to their blessings, and God
had to chasten the people (see Numbers
Chapter 11). God had fed the nation with
heavenly manna each morning, and yet the
people were getting tired of it. “But now our
whole being is dried up,” they said, “there is
nothing at all except this manna before our
eyes!” (v. 6).
Nothing but manna! They were
experiencing a miracle of God’s provision
every morning; yet they were no longer
excited about it. Nothing but manna!
I hope you experience the many blessings
of our Lord this November, and I hope you
take some time to be thankful. I also hope
you will join me all the Sundays of
November as we remember the saints,
celebrate our veterans and give thanks.
This year we will once again receive a
special Thanksgiving Offering. The
Finance Committee has decided these
funds will go to our Emergency Fund which
helps people in need. Please mark your
envelope or check with Thanksgiving.
I am so very thankful for all of you and all
that you do in our community to help those
in need. You are a blessing to me and to
our community.
I’ll look for you in church!
Pastor Vonda
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, November 5
Don’t Forget to
Turn Your Clocks BACK!

Turkeys! Turkeys!
Turkeys!
Every year Wallace School
provides Thanksgiving dinner
to families from the school.
This year they will help 45
families. Each family gets a turkey and
all the “fixin’s.” These meals will help
families who would otherwise not enjoy
a Thanksgiving meal as we do.
Our mission (should you choose to accept
it) is to provide 45 turkeys towards this goal.
You may do this by either bringing a turkey
to the church November 20 (please no
earlier if possible as we don’t have much
room in the freezer) or you may contribute
funds towards the purchase of a turkey.

FISH Food Ministry
The next scheduled days to prepare and
distribute food to people will be on:
Wednesday, November 1
Thursday, November 2
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Laurie Hall

Joyous Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, November 4
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Booths
Bakery ~ Books ~ Boutique
Christmas Decorations ~ Collectibles ~ etc.
Kids ~ Linens ~ Sweetshop ~ Woodcrafts
Luncheon Served
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Menu
Turkey Dressing Casserole
Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans
Cranberry Sauce
Rolls
Apple Crisp
Beverages
Luncheon Cost
Adults – $8
Children Ages 5 & Up – $4
(Under 5 – Free)

Veteran’s Day Sunday

If you are interested in helping, please
contact Bette Aanderud at 360-577-0095
or Pat Faires at 360-423-7874.

Sunday, November 12
Both Services

FISH Food Needed:
● Peanut Butter
● Cereal
● Macaroni and Cheese
● Spaghetti
● Canned Tomatoes
● Hunts Pasta Sauce (traditional)
● Canned Fruit
(Applesauce, Peaches, Pears)
● Canned Vegetables
(Corn, Peas, Green Beans)
● Top Ramen

Honoring All Who
Have Served or Are Serving

Put items in containers in
Narthex (Church Foyer).

Remember, if you would like to have a
picture (in your military uniform) on the
screen for Veteran’s Day Sunday on
November 12 and haven’t already done so,
please email or bring a picture to the
Church Office as soon as possible.

U.M.P.W. Winter WarmUp Drive
The United Methodist Presbyterian Women
(U.M.P.W.) are having a Winter Warmup
Drive to help those in need.
Please start bringing warm items (new or
slightly used) such as:
● Coats/Jackets
● Socks
● Stocking Caps
● Scarves
● Gloves/Mittens
● Sweatshirts/Sweatpants
● Sleeping Bags
● Blankets
● Boots

Brown Bag Lunch Day to
Help Homeless
Saturday, November 18
Kelso barber, Bill Ammons, is
asking for donations for the
annual Brown Bag Lunch Day
on Saturday November 18.
During the one-day event, volunteers pass
out free lunches to homeless people
throughout the county. Ammons said he
hopes to surpass last year’s number of
10,000 brown bag lunches distributed.
Ammons is encouraging people to make
lunches with non-perishable food items,
such as peanut butter and jelly sandwiches,
fruit, cookies, chips and other snacks. He
also is accepting donations of coats and
warm winter clothing.
Please drop off the brown bag lunches
Saturday morning, November 18, at Pacific
Barber Shop at 308 South Pacific Avenue
in Kelso. Volunteers will begin passing out
lunches at 10 a.m.

Emergency Support
Shelter News
“Item of the Month”
~ Paper Towels ~
Donation Baskets in
Narthex (Church Foyer)

All–Church Breakfast and
“Hanging the Greens”
Church Christmas
Decoration
Saturday, December 2
9:30 a.m.

Everyone Invited to Help
This year we have an extra Sunday
between Thanksgiving and the beginning of
Advent. Because this is the first Saturday
of the month, we will have an All-Church
Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. and decorate the
church immediately after. We’ll begin
sometime between 9:15 and 9:30 a.m.
There is much to do with decorating the
tree, hanging banners, decorating the
balcony, nativities, and wreaths. Bring the
whole family and let’s prepare our church
for Advent.
We’d love to see many people come and
share breakfast together and share in
fellowship together.

Mission’s Brunch Update
The Mission’s Team hosted a
fundraiser brunch on Sunday,
October 8. Donations totaled
$751 which will be divided between Kenya
Methodist University; Missionary, Paul
Jeffrey; and victims of Hurricane Maria in
Puerto Rico.
Thank you to the following people for
helping: Dale and Marilyn Bruton, Anne
DeFrancisco, Pat Eyer, Gary Jackson,
Darylan Johnson, Darlene Little, Dolores
McDonald, Kathy Williamson (Brunch
Coordinator), and Wanda Wines.

Backpack Ministry for
Children
Pack Backpacks
Every Friday 10:00 a.m.
Laurie Hall
Our Backpack Ministry at Barnes
Elementary is for children who are at risk
for hunger over the weekend. Jacq
Christensen is our coordinator, and if you
have questions, you may contact her at
360-431-7134. Items needed are:
● Plastic Grocery Bags
● Canned Chicken or Tuna
● Canned Pasta Meals
(i.e., SpaghettiOs ®, Chili, etc.)
● Soup
● Individual Breakfast Cereals
● Breakfast Bars
● Peanut Butter
● Jelly
There is a container in the Narthex (Church
Foyer) where you may place items. You
may also give towards our Backpack
Ministry to buy fresh fruit and bread. The
first Sunday of each month we will take a
special offering for our Backpack Ministry.
You may of course give at any time.

Poinsettias Benefit
Church’s Blessing Pantry
We have a large collection of
beautiful, artificial poinsettias
that will be used to decorate the
sanctuary this Christmas season.
If you would like one of these poinsettias to
be in memory and/or honor of someone, a
signup sheet will be available on each
Sunday in November. Please write down
the first and last name of the person(s) you
are remembering or honoring. As these are
received, we will place a card pick in a
poinsettia that will display a placard
showing who you are honoring and/or
remembering.
The poinsettias will not be available for you
to take home as they will stay here at the
church to be used again next year.
The $10 that you normally give for the
purchase of a live plant will go to our
church’s Blessing Pantry. This fund helps
those in our church family that are in need
throughout the year.

Community House News
On Saturday, September 30, we
prepared and served dinner to
approximately 35-40 residents of
Community House.
Thank you to the following people for
preparing and serving the meal:
Dick Graham, Nancy Heaton,
Grace Johnson, Dolores McDonald,
and Carole Sprouse.
Also, thank you to Dolores McDonald for
being the dinner coordinator and to Ken
and Jeanne McDonald who did the
shopping for the meal

Remember in Prayer
Anna Acosta-Brougher (Bette
Aanderud’s granddaughter),
John Anderson, Jerrilyn
French (Virginia French’s
daughter-in-law), Virginia French, Tom
Gates, Lolita Hare, Linda Harris, Jean
Larsen, Millie Rice, Myrt Robbins, David
Walker and our children we sponsor at
Jamaa Letu Orphanage in the Congo:
Joseph, Leon, Ruth Kashala, Ruth Mukuna,
Sumba, Suzane, Willy, and Yanick

Blessing Pantry
This is a generous congregation, and we
are blessed to be the family of God. While
we are always eager to help those we don’t
know, we also have need to help those who
are a part of our family.
To that end, we are starting a new tradition
(an old tradition in Hawaii). Each week
during worship, we’ll ask for blessings at
the beginning of worship (during our
announcement time). We invite you to
share a blessing and put a dollar or two in
our Blessing Box. These funds will be used
to help our church family.
We have set up a Blessing Pantry in our
library stocked with nonperishable items. If
you need food to get you by for the month,
stop by and take some with you. If you
have an extra item you want to share, drop
it off at the Blessing Pantry. We’ll use the
dollars from worship for perishable items
and give the funds directly to whoever is in
need.
Don’t be embarrassed if you are in need.
I’ve been in your shoes more times than I
can count. Families help one another, and
we’re all one big, happy family!
If you have any questions speak with me.
--Pastor Vonda.

Clothing and Household
Items Fundraiser
Clean On!

We are still collecting items for the next
fundraiser. So, keep collecting, boxing and
bagging those items you don’t use. As
before, we have space on our Presbyterian
Campus to store these donations.
--Sue Coulombe, Fundraiser Coordinator

Thank You
Dear Church Family,
I wish to thank each and everyone for all
the prayers and cards you sent me.
Prayers absolutely work, and the cards
lighten up my day. I am in remission now,
but still have some issues to work on.
There is a two year follow up program that I
must follow, but this is minor to all of the
tumors that I had which are now gone.
Once again, thank you so very much for the
prayers and cards.
Yours in Christ,
Elton Strange
*****************************
The entire Morant family would like to
express their appreciation to the
congregation, especially Pastor Vonda,
Judy, Bruce Eyer, Rob Rice and Sue
Coulombe, for their assistance in helping to
clear and transport Alta Morant’s home
contents to the church. We really
appreciate all your help.
--Peggy and Loyd Coleman, Marcia and
Jerry Hamm, Mike and Gloria Morant,
Marie and Ken Kimble, and Tony Morant

Roof Update
Our loan for the roof from the Methodist
Pacific Northwest (Conference) Foundation
was approved. We have borrowed $50,699
for 6 years at 4.75%.
You have all been very generous in your
extra giving to support the roof
replacement. The Designated Fund has
$18,895 as of the end of September 2017.
Our monthly payments are $811 and will be
paid from this Designated Fund, with the
first payment November 1.

We saved $9,000 since the roof was
re-sheeted with plywood when it was last
replaced. This allowed us to repair the
chimney that serves the Fireside Room.
The bell tower is an on-going challenge that
will be revisited some time in 2018.
Possible ways to help pay for the loan
include, but are not limited to:
Buy a section or square of the roof:
•
•
•

$1,000 for 100-square feet
$500 for 50-square feet
$10 for 1-square foot

or any combination of the mentioned
suggestions; or something that wasn’t
suggested.
If you can give above and beyond your
normal giving towards the roof, please be
sure to indicate “Roof” on your envelope or
check.
-- Finance Committee

Year after year, Stumpy and Martha
attended the fair in their home state,
and every summer it was the same
story: Stumpy was tantalized by the
old-fashioned bi-plane in which
anybody could take a ride for ten
dollars, and Martha was disgusted by
such an obvious waste of money.
“Ten dollars is ten dollars,” she would
always say. And Stumpy would go
home without his airplane ride.
One year Stumpy said, “Martha,
there’s that bi-plane again. I am 81
years old, and this year I want to go for
a ride.” Martha bristled, “There you go
again. Don’t you realize that ten
dollars is ten dollars?”
At this point the man who owned the
bi-plane, and who had heard this
conversation as far back as he could
remember, intervened. “Listen, you
two, I’ll make you a deal. I’ll give you
both a ride for free if you promise not
to say anything during the flight. If you
speak even one word, I’ll charge you
the ten dollars.” Stumpy and Martha
thought that sounded fair, and off they
went.
The pilot put on quite a show. He took
his plane through banks and spins and
loop-the-loops, and then did the whole
thing over again. Amazingly, he never
heard a single word.
When the plane landed he looked over
at Stumpy and said, “I’ll have to admit
I’m impressed. You never spoke
once.” “Well,” said Stumpy, “I was
going to say something when Martha
fell out of the plane, but ten dollars is
ten dollars.”
Excerpt from Pastor Vonda’s Sermon October 30,
2016 “Give Till It Feels Good!”

November Birthdays
1
3
4
9
13
15
17
18
19
21
22
26
27
28

Financial Report

Shirley O’Hare
Ken McDonald
Jeanne McDonald
Elton Strange
Violet Sauers
George Strange
Les Czarnecki
Tom McFadden
Millie Rice
Steve Lafady
Sylvia Amos
Sheila Bopp
Pat Faires
Joyce Andrew
Marinda Thayer
Larry Gross
Larry Riedesel
Rob Rice
Dorothy York

September 2017
Beginning Balance 2017

$10,386

General Fund
Transfer from Designated
Miscellaneous
Interest

$148,926
$1,590
$1,017
$22
$151,555
($164,152 )
($2,211 )

Expenses
Balance
Building Fund Balance

$2,612

Apportionments (Shared Ministry)
Paid September – 100%
Year-to-Date – 75%

Attendance
Date
10/01/17
10/08/17
10/15/17
10/22/17
10/29/17

10/04/17
10/11/17
10/18/17
10/25/17

Sunday
Sunday
1st
School Service
11
63
8
83
6
55
6
59
6
69
Wednesday
Youth
20
14
11
20

2nd
87
85
56
67
74

Adults
6
6
6
6

Kelso United Methodist Presbyterian Church
206 Cowlitz Way
Kelso, WA 98626-3411
Phone: 360-423-7480 / Fax 360-425-1121
Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (M-F)
Daycare Hours: 6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. (M-F)
E-mail: kelsoumc@cni.net
Website: www.kelsoumpc.org
Facebook: Kelso United
Methodist Presbyterian Church
Rev. Vonda McFadden, Pastor
Parsonage: 360-423-3514 / Cell: 360-393-2843
Pastor’s E-mail: pastorvonda@gmail.com
Rev. Greg and Rev. Laurel Moore, Music Directors
503-556-8131

Sunday Schedule: (Oct-May)
9:00 am Contemporary Service
9:20 am Youth Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional Service
10:00 am & 12:00 pm Fellowship Time
Wednesday Schedule: (Oct-May)
5:30 pm Children/Teen Ministry
6:15 pm Praise Team Practice
7:00 pm Choir Practice

78th Annual Joyous Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, November 4, 2017
9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Luncheon Served: 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
Thanks to all who have so graciously agreed to serve in the various booths. The generous giving of your time
and talents is appreciated. For questions about any booth, contact the booth chairs.
Please feel free to share any craft, hobby, embroidery or woodworking for the bazaar. You bring it – we will
find a booth for it. All contributions in any area are always welcome and you may deliver them to the Church
Office.
BOOTHS
COLLECTIBLES: Chairs: Betty Houten (360)425-5136 and Darlene Little (360)577-6718 – Bring selective
collectibles (no yard sale items, please) such as jewelry, vases, pictures, mirrors, cups/saucers, miniatures,
depression glass, vintage linens, vintage handkerchiefs. Also, clean, new or gently used holiday sweaters and
vests. All sizes – adult and/or children.
LINENS: Chair: Linda Redmond (360)636-0295 – Aprons, handmade crafts, embroidered dish towels, quilted
items, knitted and crocheted items, placemats, napkins, and napkin rings.
BAKERY: Chair: Jan Heaton (360)425-8725 – Baked goods may be brought from home. Please price your
own items. Price list will be provided. Requirements will be posted at the church.
The following rules need to be followed:
1. Only low risk foods will be allowed – breads, rolls, cookies, cakes, bars, fruit pies.
2. All baked items must be wrapped or covered to protect from contamination.
3. Baked items must be sold whole (not served or sold individually).
4. Please tag the item with a 3x5 card that lists your name and the list of ingredients. We must keep a
log of all items.
CANDY: Chair: Shirley Simpson (360)636-0804 – Cooked candy only – must be made in the church kitchen.
BOUTIQUE: Co-Chairs: Tanya Nelson (360)577-1257, Cheryl Risner (360)423-2539 – Work parties are
scheduled each Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Laurie Hall (Presbyterian Campus). Bring a sack lunch.
Coffee, tea, and goodies will be provided. More workers needed and other projects can and will be done. Talk
to Tanya Nelson about coming at a later time on Thursday. She will stay later or come back.
WOODCRAFT: Chair: Dick Graham (360)425-5876 with Scott McRae
CHRISTMAS ITEMS: Chair: Beth Wills (360)577-1757 – Set up by Shirlee Whyte. This booth is for new or
gently used Christmas decorations.
BOOKS: Chair: John Simpson (360)636-0804 – Selective gift books, new or gently used.
etc.: Co-Chairs: Tanya Nelson and Annette Nelson (360)430-1270 – Unique Items (some one of a kind),
Tartan, pet items, handmade soaps, stocking stuffers, new jewelry
KIDS: Chair: Pamela Dickey (360)578-0953 – Kid’s handmade toys, clothing, dressed dolls.
DINING ROOM: Chair: Anne Hill (360)425-6400 – This is a good way to share our church’s hospitality. Call
Anne to volunteer to help serve lunch.
KITCHEN: Chair: Pastor Vonda (360)423-7480 – You are welcome to make monetary donations toward
purchase of foods to be used in the lunch preparations. Help is needed Friday, November 3 for preparations
and Saturday, November 4 for serving and clean up. Call Pastor Vonda to volunteer.
ADVERTISING: Tanya Nelson
BANKERS: Judy Ainslie and Kathy Williamson
Setup will be Thursday, November 2 from 9 a.m. until finished.
Bring a sack lunch ~ Coffee provided
Unsold items will be left out until after Sunday, November 5 services.
On Monday, November 6 items will be put away.

