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Easter’s Promise
“I am the resurrection and the life.
He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”
John 11: 25-26 (NIV)

Palm Sunday – March 25
“Finding Your Purpose – Listening to Your Heart”
A Palm Branch for All in Attendance
9:00 a.m. – Contemporary Service
11:00 am. – Traditional Service
Maundy Thursday – March 29
Soup Supper and Maundy Thursday Drama
6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
EASTER Sunday – April 1
Worship Services
9:00 a.m. – Contemporary Service
11:00 a.m. – Traditional Service
Children’s Easter Activities
9:20 a.m.
Easter Brunch
10:00 – 11:00 a.m.
(between services)

Childcare Provided on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday
Handicapped Accessible

Worship God, Grow in Faith, and Be in Service with All.
~ Our Mission Statement ~

Notes from the
Pastor’s Pen . . .
As I write this, we are almost half way
through Lent. I must admit that I was sad to
have missed the Ash Wednesday Service.
I did not realize there was a service aboard
ship as I was on a tour in Belize. (I would
have much rather been at the service.) But
when I returned, I noticed people onboard
with ashes on their foreheads.
These ashes remind me that Lent is a
journey that leads to the cross … and just
as surely to the resurrection. Lent begins
with repentance from sin. Repentance
means literally turning. Turning from sin –
turning to God. Sin means anything that
hurts our relationship with God or people
made in the image of God.
In the opening chapters of the Bible, we’re
told we are dust – and to dust we shall
return. All of us are mortal. Our bodies are
made up of earthy material that will return
to earth.
The first chapters of the Bible also tell us
we are all made in the image of God.
Called and equipped to live as beloved
children of God. And God invites the whole
world to be reconciled to God through
Christ – and through us, frail creatures of
dust – whom God nonetheless calls to be
ambassadors for Christ, offering Christ’s
reconciliation to the world
In Lent we are invited to recognize
ourselves as both frail human creatures of
dust and ashes – and as beloved children
of God, made in the image of God, renewed
in God’s image through Jesus Christ. We
are dust and ashes. And we bear the
image and likeness of God. And given this
double-identity, we’re called to repent not
only of obvious wrong-doing – but also to
repent of ways in which we don’t live up to
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our full potential as Christ-followers –
people called by Jesus to bring the good
news of his reconciling grace and peace to
all this world which God so loves.
Together we are the body of Christ, called
to embody the life of Christ in the world.
Thus, we’re called to repent not only of our
personal sins, but also the sins of the world
we live in, the sins of the wider church of
which we’re an integral part. In Lent we
recall ways in which our relationship with
God and neighbor needs repair.
Together we make time for prayer, for study
of God’s word, for worship – time for
abstaining from all that distracts us from
God. Time for listening for God. Time,
above all, for remembering and
rediscovering the breadth and depth of
God’s love – love divine, all loves excelling.
May the love of God in Jesus Christ fill your
Lent with the promise of Easter. May God’s
grace, peace, joy, and love bless and keep
you always.
I’ll look for you in church!
Pastor Vonda

Daylight Savings Time
Begins
Sunday, March 11

Don’t forget to turn
your clock FORWARD!

Sign-Up for Sunday
Greeters/Coffee Hosts
for April, May, June
If you would like to be a greeter and/or
coffee host for 1st or 2nd Service in April,
May, and/or June, there is a sign-up board
for both services in the Narthex (Church
Foyer).

FISH Food Ministry
The next scheduled days to prepare and
distribute food to people will be on:
Thursday, March 1
Friday, March 2
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Laurie Hall
If you are interested in helping, please
contact Bette Aanderud at 360-577-0095
or Pat Faires at 360-423-7874.

Talent Show
Sunday, March 4
3:00 p.m.

“Showtime at KUMPC”
Reception Following in Room 12
Our always popular, annual Talent Show
will feature the many talents of our
congregation.
There will be a freewill offering to benefit
our Campership Ministry.

“School’s Out” Party for
Pastor Vonda
Sunday, March 11
12:00 p.m.
(following 2nd Service)
Fellowship Hall
Congratulations to Pastor Vonda on
finishing her Course of Study which she has
been working on for the past four years.

FISH Food Needed:
• Peanut Butter
• Cereal
• Macaroni and Cheese
• Spaghetti
• Canned Tomatoes
• Hunts Pasta Sauce (traditional)
• Canned Fruit
(Applesauce, Peaches, Pears)
• Canned Vegetables
(Corn, Peas, Green Beans)
• Top Ramen
Put items in containers in
Narthex (Church Foyer).

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee will
host this celebration. Please bring a
potluck dish to share, and we will PARTY!

Family Fun Night
Wednesday, March 14
5:30 p.m. – Dinner
6:00 p.m. – Activity
Fellowship Hall
Peggy Porter will be using simple book
binding techniques to guide us through the
process of making a blank book. They are
quite sturdy and adorable. This event was
originally scheduled in February but was
cancelled due to snow.

Spring Plants for Sale
Sunday, March 4, 11, 18, 25
Following Both Services
Blooming, spring plants (except for
lilies since their smell bothers
many people) may be purchased in
memory and/or honor of someone.
They will decorate the sanctuary on
Easter Sunday, April 1, and there will
be a bulletin insert listing the person(s)
you are remembering and/or honoring.

Emergency Support
Shelter News
Annual Breakfast
Wednesday, March 21
7:00 a.m.
Cowlitz County Regional
Expo Center
(1900 – 7th Avenue in Longview)

Plants will be available for you to take home
following Easter services.

The church has a table reserved for this
event and seats are available at no cost to
you. There is a short program, and the
event is usually finished by 8:00 a.m.

Fall Camping Trip

Please let Pastor Vonda know if you would
like to attend the breakfast.

Informational Meeting
Thursday, March 8
5:30 p.m.
Room 12
Most of you know how much I love to camp.
We purchased a 5th wheel last year that will
one day be my retirement home. I love to
go most anywhere but especially to our
National Parks. One of the states I’ve
wanted to explore is Utah. So, we are
planning on a 10-14 day adventure in Utah
this fall.
Everyone is welcome to come join us. If
you don’t own a trailer, motorhome or tent,
don’t let that discourage you. We generally
stay in places that have cabins, or hotels
will be close by. You can still enjoy the trips
to the parks.
At the meeting, we’ll be setting our dates
and looking at possible itineraries as well as
possible places to stay. Everyone will be
responsible for making their own reservations. If you have any questions, please
call or email me: pastorvonda@gmail.com.

***********************************
Emergency Support Shelter
“Item of the Month”
~ Socks ~
Donation Baskets
in Narthex (Church Foyer)

Community House News
Next Dinner
Saturday, March 31
4:30 p.m.
Meet at
Community House
1107 Broadway Street/Longview

If you would like to help prepare and serve
this dinner, please contact Jayne Lafady at
360-425-5787 or jlafady@outlook.com.
If anyone has a food service card, you are
especially encouraged to participate.
Donations are also needed to purchase
food for the dinner. If you would like to help
with expenses, please make your check
payable to KUMPC and indicate Community House Dinner on the memo line of your
check.

Student Scholarships
Available
April 13
Application Deadline
In 1985, Marion Shirer, a long-time member
of the Kelso United Methodist Presbyterian
Church, willed to the church a substantial
amount of money to be used for granting
Student Scholarships.

U.M.P.W. Dinner and
Silent Auction
Saturday, May 19
Dinner – 6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
The United Methodist Presbyterian Women
are planning a Fundraiser Dinner and Silent
Auction in May.
More details will be coming soon, but right
now they would like everyone to be thinking
of something they could donate for the
Silent Auction. Put your thinking cap on
and try to think of something creative and
original that you can donate that others can
bid on.

Applications for the Marion Shirer
Scholarship for this year may be obtained
at the Church Office after March 1 and must
be returned for consideration no later than
April 13. Recipients will be notified after
May 6. Scholarships will be formerly
presented on Senior Sunday in June (date
yet to be determined).
Applicants must be a high school senior or
a student currently attending college and be
a member of this church or a relative of a
member. Members of the Scholarship
Committee may conduct personal
interviews with applicants.
The amount of the scholarships will depend
on the number of applicants and the
amount available in the fund in any given
year but will generally be in the range of
$100 to $500 and will be paid directly to the
school in which the applicant enrolls.

Items need to be at the church before 5:00
p.m. on May 19. If you have questions
about what to donate or need help in
getting your item to the church, please
contact:
Tanya Nelson
360-577-1257
nelsonz@comcast.net
or
Linda Redmond
360-636-0295
lredmond725@aol.com

Please put this date on your calendar and
plan to attend this fun event.

Bulletin Bloopers
The church will host an evening of
fine dining, super entertainment and
gracious hostility.
*****************************************
Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Prayer and medication to follow.

Summer Camp Dates
Elementary Camp
(Entering 1st – 6th Grade)
July 15-20

Middle/High School Camp
(Entering 7th – 13th Grade)
July 22-July 27
All camps are at Ocean Park Camp and
Retreat Center in Ocean Park, Washington.
Registration materials will be available soon

Kid’s Backpack Ministry

Remember In Prayer
Anna Acosta Brougher (Bette
Aanderud’s granddaughter), John
Anderson, Jerrilyn French (Virginia
French’s daughter-in-law), Virginia
French, Tom Gates, Lolita Hare, Linda
Harris, Richard Howell, Jean Larsen, David
Walker, and our children we sponsor at
Jamaa Letu Orphanage in the Congo:
Betty, Joseph, Leon, Ruth Kashala, Ruth
Mukuna, Souzanne, Willy, and Yanick

Our Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to:
• Jake Kubin and family at the loss
of Jake’s father, Patrick Kubin, on February
22.

Pack Backpacks
Every Friday – 10:00 am
Fellowship Hall
All our welcome to help pack bags for
children at Barnes Elementary who are at
risk for hunger over the weekend. Items
you may donate to this ministry are:
• Peanut Butter and Jelly (16 or 18-oz.)
• Canned Chicken or Tuna
• Canned Pasta Meals
(i.e., Spaghettios, Chili, etc.)
• Soup
• Individual Breakfast Cereals
• Breakfast Bars
• Boxed Milk (non-refrigerated type)
• Plastic Grocery Bags
There is a container in the Narthex (Church
Foyer) where you may place items. You
may also give monetarily at any time to buy
fresh fruit and bread. Just note “Backpack”
on your envelope or check.
--Jacq Christensen, Coordinator

• Anne DeFrancisco and the family of
Dr. James Reisner. Jim passed away on
February 23.

Mission’s Brunch Update
On Sunday, February 18,
the Mission’s Team hosted
the “Have a Heart Brunch.”
Because of your generous donations, $528
was raised which will be divided between
Community House and Salvation Army.
Thank you to the following people for
helping with this fundraiser: Judy Ainslie,
Dale and Marilyn Bruton, Anne
DeFrancisco, Pat Eyer, Betty Houten,
Darylan Johnson, Jayne Lafady, Darlene
Little, Dolores McDonald, Laurel Moore,
Kathy Williamson (Brunch Coordinator),
and Wanda Wines.

New District
Superintendent Named
Bishop Elaine J.W. Stanovsky
intends to appoint the
Rev. Kathleen Weber to serve
on the Pacific Northwest and
greater Northwest Area cabinets
as District Superintendent for the
Crest to Coast Missional District beginning
July 1, 2018. She will be the first
superintendent of this newly formed district
comprising all of the churches in the current
Vancouver District and fifteen churches
from the southern end of the Tacoma
District.
“Kathleen Weber has demonstrated her
deep faith and life-giving discipleship as a
local church pastor. She is a person of high
integrity and deep care for people and
communities on the margins,” wrote Bishop
Stanovsky. “As district superintendent, she
will help guide The United Methodist
Church as it learns new ways to create
God’s beloved community through our
churches and ministries in a season of
generational change and growing
secularism.”
A second generation United Methodist
pastor, Rev. Weber received her Master of
Divinity from Candler School of Theology in
2003 and her first appointment in 2005 as
associate pastor to Blaine Memorial United
Methodist Church. In 2011, she accepted
her current appointment as pastor to Trinity
United Methodist Church in Seattle’s
Ballard neighborhood. In that missional
context, Weber also serves on the Ballard
Food Bank’s Board and on the Community
Advisory Committee for Nickelsville Ballard,
a city sanctioned tent encampment. She is
married to Dr. Danae Dotolo.
During her years in the Pacific Northwest
Conference, Weber has also supported the
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camping ministries of the Japanese
American United Methodist Caucus, offered
guidance and coaching for churches
exploring engagement in the reconciling
movement and completed the Two-Year
Academy of Spiritual Formation. In
addition, she helped design and now
coordinates the Residence In Ministry
Program for the PNW Board of Ordained
Ministry.
In anticipation of this new appointment,
Weber writes, “I am looking forward to
getting to know the faithful and vibrant
ministries of the new Crest to Coast
Missional District and to working alongside
the people and churches in the district to
build God’s beloved community in our
midst.”

Lift/Elevator Update

Coming Soon – A New Lift!
Yes, we are getting a new lift! Bruce Eyer
and Wally Dietel worked diligently to
receive bids, and one has been accepted
from Elite Lift and Elevator. A down
payment has been made, and they are
expected to begin work within a few weeks.
Pastor Vonda hopes it will be completed by
Easter Sunday but realizes that may not
occur. But all things are possible with God!

Clothing and Household
Items Fundraiser Update
On Saturday, February 3,
more clothing and household
items, donated by members
of the congregation, were
delivered to the Savers Donation Network.
A check for $532.61 was presented to the
church which will be divided between the
Camperships Ministry and the Backpack
Ministry.
Since the spring of 2016, we have made
$1,400 for our church programs just
cleaning out our closets, garages, and
storage rooms. It is such an easy
fundraiser, and we want to continue. So as
you do your spring cleaning, box and bag
up the items you don’t need any more.
Clean out those closets, cupboards,
garages and sheds.
We are happy to accept all items on the list,
but we would like to concentrate our efforts
on what are considered “soft goods” as they
net us 4-times more per pound than
household items. Soft goods are all
clothing items, shoes, belts, purses/tote
bags, hats, towels, bedroom linens,
curtains, and tablecloths. Acceptable
household items are toys, games, small
kitchen appliances and dishes, but NO
furniture or books.
And don’t be shy. If you have a relative,
friend, or neighbor who is doing some
cleaning or having a garage sale, please
ask if we can have leftover soft goods for
our fundraiser. We have storage room at
our Presbyterian Campus, and wouldn’t it
be nice to get those unused items out of
your way? Call ahead to the Church Office
before dropping items off to be sure
someone is there to let you in. Call Sue
Coulombe at 360-636-3617 if you need a
pick-up. Thank you again for your
continued help in making this fundraiser
such a success!

March Birthdays
4
6
8
11
13
14
15
17
18
25
29
30

Mary Simonson
Dorothy Hanson
Deanna Thompson
Sue Jackson
Shelly Buller
Iva Nurmi
Robin Anderson
Gene Balint
Gwyn Gross
Jack Risner
Kathy Arnesen, Virginia French
Bill McDonald

Attendance
Sunday
1st
2nd
Date
School Service Service
2/04/18
8
70
70
2/11/18
4
50
55
2/14/18
Ash Wednesday
14
2/18/18 (Snow) 6
39
37
2/25/18
8
67
61
Jazz Service
58
Wednesday
2/07/18
2/14/18
2/21/18
2/25/18

Youth
Adults
9
9
9
8
No Activities - Snow
No Activities

Kelso United Methodist Presbyterian Church
206 Cowlitz Way – Kelso, WA 98626-3411
Phone: 360-423-7480 / Fax 360-425-1121
Church Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (M-F)
Daycare Hours: 6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. (M-F)
E-mail: kelsoumc@cni.net
Website: www.kelsoumpc.org
Facebook: Kelso United
Methodist Presbyterian Church
Rev. Vonda McFadden, Pastor
Parsonage: 360-423-3514 / Cell: 360-393-2843
Pastor’s E-mail: pastorvonda@gmail.com
Rev. Greg and Rev. Laurel Moore, Music Directors
503-556-8131
Sunday Schedule: (Sept-May)
9:00 am Contemporary Service
9:20 am Youth Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional Service
10:00 am & 12:00 pm Fellowship Time
Wednesday Schedule: (Sept-May)
5:30 pm Children/Teen Ministry
6:15 pm Praise Team Practice
7:00 pm Choir Practice

Greetings in Christ!
He is Risen!
In a world of challenges such as we are facing today, isn’t it wonderful to know that we serve a risen
Savior?
When Jesus arrived on the scene over 2,000 years ago, things were much different than they are now in
so many ways, yet the human heart is still very much the same now as it was then.
People were divided then as now as to “what” the answer is. Those of us who know Christ know that
it’s less of a “what” question than a “who” question. There’s a song written by Andrae Crouch that
simply makes the statement that “Jesus is the answer for the world today.” Even though that song was
written a few years ago, Jesus is STILL the answer for this world!
We know that something happened…
At least that is what we are caused to believe when we look at the Biblical and historical account of the
life, death and resurrection of Jesus over two-thousand years ago. We learn for example of the friends
and followers of Jesus who “stood at a distance watching these things” in Luke 23:49 as they wanted to
stay away from the violence and controversy that marked Jesus’ final days on earth. But, we also know
from history that most of these early followers were tortured and even killed for their unwavering faith
in the resurrection of their friend. What swayed them from cowards to martyrs in such a short time?
Indeed, something miraculous must have happened.
With Easter fast approaching, I want to invite you to examine the meaning of the resurrection of Jesus
with your church family on Sunday, April 1. Our services on Easter Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
will be a celebration of the greatest gift ever given and a time for refreshed commitment. I sincerely
hope that you will plan on joining us then. Between the services, we will share brunch together as well.
I am sure that your life is full with busyness, and there are many priorities calling for your time on any
given weekend. My prayer is that you will set aside this special weekend in April to put all else on hold
for a moment and to contemplate the meaning of a risen savior for your life. If, in fact, something
happened as history compels us to believe… then we must respond.
We’ll also receive our annual Easter offering. This year we will split the funds between FISH and our
Emergency Fund. Thank you in advance for your generous gifts. Your giving helps those in our
community who are in need. You are bringing hope to the world.
Come and join us on April 1 and find hope in the One who came to save and heal!
In Christ,
Vonda McFadden
Pastor

Anne Hill
Finance Chair

