
 

òConversations with Jesusó 
 

Lent begins March 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year we have purchased Lenten Devotionals similar to the Upper Room Devotionals.   
We will be sending the devotions out via email each day.   But if you prefer a paper copy, 

please pick one up at the Information Center in the Narthex. 
 

A new sermon series titled “Conversations with Jesus” begins on March 5.   
Each week we will examine conversations Jesus had with people in the Bible.   

We’ll examine how these conversations shaped the lives of  
Nicodemus, the Woman at the Well, Lazarus, and others.   

But we’re going to begin the conversations with our own conversation with Jesus. 
 

Lent is the time of year when we examine our relationship with Christ and, hopefully, 
move into a deeper relationship.  We hope to provide the tools you will need to do so. 

 
This year we are going to try something different with an online Lenten Study that  

Pastor Vonda will email each week for those wishing to participate. 
If you would like to receive this online Study Guide, please contact the Church Office.  

We can also mail the guide to you if you wish.  This online Study Guide is different than  
the Lenten Devotionals mentioned at the beginning of this article,  

so be sure to sign up if you wish to participate. 
 

Our prayer is you will find this to be a meaningful Lenten Season and  
you will grow in your relationship with Christ. 

 
--Worship Committee 
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Notes from the  

Pastorõs Pen . . . 
 
As you stroll through the local stores, you’ll 
see an abundance of bunnies, baskets, and 
candy for sale, and those may be the only 
signs of Easter you’ll find outside of church. 
Unlike its Christmas counterpart, Easter is 
largely uncommercialized, which is pretty 
wonderful – unless of course you’re a child 
and receive that wonderful Easter basket. 
 
However, just because we’re not receiving 
Easter ad upon Easter ad in our 
newspapers and inboxes doesn’t mean  
we should pigeonhole the holiday as a 
minor celebration.  On the contrary, Easter  
is perhaps the most crucial holiday on the 
Christian calendar – even the word crucial 
has its roots in Christianity, stemming from 
the term for crucify.  
 
And the Spirit immediately drove him out 
into the wilderness.  He was in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; 
and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels waited on him.  Now after John  
was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the Good News of God, and 
saying, ñThe time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the Good News.ò 
--Mark 1:12-15 
 
The season we call Lent, the forty days 
prior to Easter, represents the forty days 
Jesus spent in the wilderness, continually 
tempted by Satan.  When He emerged from 
the wilderness, He knew it was time for the 
prophesy of His death and resurrection to 
be fulfilled. 
 
As believers, we remember this.  We look 
to this time of Lent as a way to go into our 
own ‘wilderness’ of sorts; we pray, we fast, 
we meditate, we worship, we focus on God. 
We ready ourselves for the grief of Christ’s 
death, and we take joy in the gospel of His 
rising again.  We are granted eternal life 
through Christ, the Messiah lifted up. 

 
 
 

Notes from Pastor (Cont.)  
 
The Lenten Season differs in many ways 
from the Advent Season.  We don’t have a 
hanging of the greens, we don’t sing carols, 
and instead of anticipating the birth of the 
Christ child, we prepare ourselves for His 
death and resurrection.  Now, I admit that 
putting it that way, this all sounds rather 
gloomy in contrast – but we can rejoice 
because we know He has risen, He has 
risen indeed! 
 
ñI appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship.  Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.ò  
--Romans 12:1-2 
 
Paul writes to the Romans that we believers 
are called to study, worship, and renew our 
minds and in so doing, we may know the 
perfect will of God.  Just as we marvel over 
the circumstances of Christ’s entrance into 
our world during Advent, we can also find 
ourselves amazed at the ability, creativity, 
and love of God.  During Lent, we ponder 
how Jesus left this world only to rise from 
the grave to sit at God’s holy, heavenly 
hand. 
 
After spending forty days being tempted by 
Satan in the wilderness, Jesus stayed busy.  
During His last week on earth: he clears the 
temple, curses the fig tree, teaches the 
Sermon on the Mount – and that’s just the 
first two days.  In fact, the majority of the 
Gospels focus on this latter part of Christ’s 
life.  I invite you to join me as we take a 
closer look at the life of Christ these next 
few weeks as we recall what this season is 
all about. 
 
I’ll look for you in church! 
--Pastor Vonda 
 
 



 
 
 

Spring Plants for Sale  
 

Sunday, March 12, 19, 26 
Sunday, April 2 

 
Room 12 

Following 1st Service 
& 

Fellowship Hall 
Following 2nd Service 

 
What a wonderful time of year it is as we 
dedicate time to once again remember the 
wonderful Resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ!  Without the 
Resurrection, you and I would have no 
reason to rejoice or celebrate.  Without it, 
we would be no different than many other 
religions of the world who simply remember 
their leaders with devotion and dedication, 
yet who do not have the power to change 
the heart. 
 
Spring is in the air and flowers will soon be 
blooming, birds are singing, and the buds 
are opening to display the beauty of God’s 
wonderful creation. 
 
On Easter Sunday, one of the things we 
like to do here at FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
is to remember or honor those in our lives 
whom we hold dear.  We do this with 
beautiful flowers that are placed in memory 
or honor of a loved one, or loved ones, or 
even to the Glory of God.  So, if you would 
like to help beautify the Sanctuary on 
Easter Sunday, would you take a moment 
and consider purchasing blooming, spring 
flowers (ones without a strong smell)? 
 
Beginning Sunday, March 12, Pam Dickey 
will be available to receive your information 
and funds. 
 
We will have a bulletin insert on Easter 
morning listing the names of those you 
choose to honor or remember.  Following 
the service on Easter Sunday, you are 
invited to take the flower(s) home with you. 
 

 
 
 

FISH Food Ministry 
 
The next scheduled days to prepare and 
distribute food to people will be on: 
 
      Wednesday, March 1 
        Thursday, March 2 
     10:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. 
              Laurie Hall 
 
If you are interested in helping, please 
contact Bette Aanderud at 577-0095 or  
Pat Faires at 423-7874.  
 

Daylight Savings Time 

Begins 
 

Sunday, March 12 
 

Don’t forget to turn  
your clock FORWARD! 

 

Emergency Support 

Shelter  
 

ñItem of the Monthò 
~ Socks ~ 

 

Donation Baskets 
in Narthex (Church Foyer) 

 

U.M.P.W. News  
 

Next Meeting 
Tuesday, March 14 

10:00 a.m. 
Room 12 

 
All Ladies Invited! 

 
The U.M.P.W. meeting scheduled in 
January was cancelled due to snow.   
There will be a special meeting in March  
to discuss plans for a possible Mother-
Daughter Dinner later this spring. 
 
 



 
 
 

Student Scholarships 

Available 
 

March 31 
Application Deadline 

 
Applications for the Marion Shirer 
Scholarship are available outside the 
Church Office.  Applicants must be a 
high school senior or a student currently 
attending college, and be a member of this 
church or a relative of a member. 
 

Life Line Screening 

Coming in March  
 

Monday, March 20 
Fellowship Hall 

 
 
 
 
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of 
community-based preventive health 
screenings, will offer their affordable, non-
invasive and painless health screenings for 
potential health problems related to:  
 
 • Blocked arteries 
 • Abdominal aortic aneurysms 
 • Hardening of the arteries in the legs 
 • Atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat  
 • Osteoporosis. 
 
Register for a Wellness Package which 
includes four vascular tests and osteo-
porosis screening from $149 ($139 with our 
member discount).  All five screenings take 
60-90 minutes to complete. 
 

In order to register for this event and  
to receive a $10 discount off any 

package priced above $129, 
please call 

1-888-653-6450 
or visit  

www.lifelinescreening.com/ 
advantagemembers 

 

 
 
 

Emergency Support 

Shelter Breakfast 
 
      Wednesday, March 22 
                7:00 a.m. 
 

Cowlitz County Regional 
Expo Center 

(1900 – 7th Avenue in Longview) 
 
The United Methodist Presbyterian Women 
have a table reserved for this event and 
seats are available at no cost to you.  
 
If you would like to attend, please contact 
Darlene Little at 577-6718. 
 

Family Fun Night 
 

Wednesday, March 29 
5:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 

All Ages Invited! 
 

Easter Activities and Crafts 
 
Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. with 
activities to follow. 
 

Summer Camp Dates  
 

Elementary Camp 
(Entering 1st – 6th Grade) 

July 9-14 
 
 
 
 

Middle/High School Camp 
(Entering 7th – 13th Grade) 

August 13-18 
 
All camps are at Ocean Park Camp and  
Retreat Center in Ocean Park, Washington. 
 
Please contact our camp coordinator, 
Marline Czarnecki, for a registration form. 
 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/


 
 
 

Remember In Prayer  
 
Anna Acosta-Brougher (Bette Aanderud’s 
granddaughter), Marcia Altman, John  
Anderson, Phyllis Flato (Larry Whyte 
and Cherie Rapp’s grandmother),  
Jerrilyn French (Virginia French’s  
daughter-in-law), Sue Gilmore (Gene 
and Charlotte Balint’s daughter), Lolita 
Hare, Linda Harris, Jean Larsen, Christy 
(Cocas) O’Brien, Debbie Thompson, David 
Walker and our children we sponsor at 
Jamaa Letu Orphanage in the Congo:  
Joseph, Leon (new orphan), Ruth Kashala, 
Ruth Mukuna, Sumba, Suzane, Willy, and 
Yanick  (We received word that Ilunga, who 
was previously listed as Moise, is no longer 
at the orphanage.) 
 

Our Sympathy 
 
Our sympathy is extended to: 
 
• Jake Kubin and family at the loss 
of Jake’s grandfather, Carl Kubin, on 
February 22.   
• Bette Aanderud and family at the passing 
of Bette’s step-son, Mark Aanderud of 
Fargo, North Dakota, on January 18.  Mark 
was the son of the late Don Aanderud.  
• Beth and Bill Wills and family at the loss of 
Beth’s aunt, Edie Ingram (Thurman) 
Cochran, on January 26. 
 

Missionõs Brunch Update 
 
On Sunday, February 12, the Mission’s 
Team hosted the “Have a Heart Brunch.” 
Because of your generous donations, $672 
was raised which was divided between 
Community House and Salvation Army.   
 
Thank you to the following people for 
helping with this fundraiser: Dale and 
Marilyn Bruton, Anne DeFrancisco, Pat 
Eyer, Gary Jackson, Darylan Johnson, 
Jayne Lafady, Darlene Little, Dolores 
McDonald, Kathy Williamson (Brunch 
Coordinator), and Wanda Wines. 

 
 
 

òSoup Luauó Update 
 
The “Soup Luau” on Sunday, February 26 
raised $975.25 for our Mission and 
Campership Fund.  Thank you to everyone 
who attended and gave to this fundraiser. 
 
Thank you to the following people for 
helping:  Dale Bruton, Shelly Buller, Keith 
Corkrum, Glenda Czarnecki, Marline 
Czarnecki, Tirzah Gross, Ray and Jackie 
Harrison, Gary and Susan Jackson, Brian 
Johnson, Pastor Vonda McFadden, Greg 
Moore, Shirley Simpson, and Kimber Vitus.  
The following teens also helped:  Vincent 
Bunn, Dravyn Conover, Isaiah Holt, Caleb 
Koski, Ashley Roach, Courtney Sargent, 
Maclane Scherette, Kendra Sears, Madison 
Sears, Mariah Stoner-Hamm, and Olivia 
Wolf. 
 

Angel Tag Project  
 
Approximately one year ago,  
Betty Houten encouraged the  
United Methodist Presbyterian  
Women to take on a project to  
color angel tags for the Salvation  
Army Christmas trees.  These tags list  
the Christmas wishes of children in this 
community.   
 
Darlene Little and Betty Houten were 
recently invited to attend the annual 
Salvation Army Volunteer Dinner on 
February 21, 2017.  At the dinner, they 
were surprised to receive an award for 
coloring the most angel tags for the 
Salvation Army Christmas trees.  They 
colored and turned in 600 tags.  Special 
honors go to TANYA NELSON who colored 
200 tags and to BETTY HOUTEN for 
coloring 300 tags. 
 
The award?  A box of 120 Crayola crayons, 
a box of 10 colored pencils, a box of 10 
colored marker pens AND 200 ANGEL 
TAGS ready to be colored. 
 
 



 
 
 

March Birthdays 
 
 4 Mary Simonson 
 6 Dorothy Hanson 
 8 Deanna Thompson 
 11 Sue Jackson 
 13 Shelly Buller 
 14 Iva Nurmi 
 15 Robin Anderson 
 17 Gene Balint 
 18 Gwyn Gross 
 25 Jack Risner 
 26 Alta Morant 
 29 Kathy Arnesen 
  Virginia French 
 30 Bill McDonald 
 

Attendance  
 
                             Sunday   
                   Sunday       1st           2nd 
  Date         School     Service   
2/05/17  3 58 68 
2/12/17  NSS 72 72 
2/19/17  4 65 54 
2/26/17 No SS   126 
          (One Service – “Soup Luau”) 

 
                         Wednesday   
  Youth  Adults 
2/01/17  18 7 
2/08/17  22 6 
2/15/17  21 5 
2/22/17  16 12 
                                         (Family Fun Night) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Financial Repor t  
 
January 2017 
 
Beginning Balance 2017 $10,386 
 
General Fund $20,994 
Transfer from Designated $170 
Miscellaneous      $600 
Interest          $2 
 $21,766 
Expenses ($21,560 ) 
Balance  $10,592 
 
Building Fund Balance $13,843 
 
Apportionments (Shared Ministry) 
 Paid January – 9% 
 Year-to-Date – 9% 
 

Memorial Gifts 
 
Memorial gifts have been received in 
memory of Edie Ingram (Thurman) 
Cochran. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kelso United Methodist Presbyterian Church 

206 Cowlitz Way 
Kelso, WA  98626-3411 

Phone:  360-423-7480 / Fax 360-425-1121 
Church Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (M-F) 

Daycare Hours:  6:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. (M-F) 
E-mail:  kelsoumc@cni.net 

Website:  www.kelsoumpc.org 
Facebook:  Kelso United 

Methodist Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Vonda McFadden, Pastor 

Parsonage:  360-423-3514 / Cell:  360-393-2843 
Pastor’s E-mail:  pastorvonda@gmail.com 

Rev. Greg and Rev. Laurel Moore, Music Directors 
503-556-8131 

 
Sunday Schedule: (Sept-May) 
 9:00 am Contemporary Service 
 9:20 am Youth Sunday School 
 11:00 am Traditional Service 
 10:00 am & 12:00 pm  Fellowship Time 
 
Wednesday Schedule: (Sept-May) 
 5:30 pm Children/Teen Ministry 
 6:15 pm Praise Team Practice 
 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

mailto:kelsoumc@cni.net
http://www.kelsoumpc.org/
mailto:pastorvonda@gmail.com


 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Hint, Hint, Hint  

 

 

 
Remember that we are collecting 

clothing, household goods, games, small appliances, etc. 
for our spring clothing fundraiser. 

And, good news, we have a space to store the  
boxes and bags at our Presbyterian Campus. 
{ƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŦŦ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 

It will be fun. 
Think how good you will feel with clean closets. 

If you need help or a pick-up, call Sue Coulombe at 636-3617. 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Vancouver District Training Day 

òCompassionate Spiritualityó 
 

Saturday, March 25 
10:00 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m. 

 
Location: 

HERE at our Church in Fellowship Hall 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cost:   

Paid by Church 
 

Signup Sheet: 
In Narthex (Church Foyer) & Church Office 

 
Catered Lunch 

 
Childcare Available 

 
We are clearly living in anxious times.  Our communities are deeply divided and 
sometimes it’s hard to navigate how we are to move forward as individuals as well as faith 
communities.  Dr. Frank Rogers, author of “The Way of Jesus, Compassion in Practice,” 
has been invited to help us circumnavigate our way into the future, offering healing and 
hope in a broken world.  Following the way of Jesus, Dr. Rogers offers a way to live 
compassionately “when our world threatens to consume us, throbbing with boundless 
discrimination, violence, and greed.” 
 
The Vancouver District invites you to join us as we develop our personal spiritual lives and 
explore practical ways to be compassionate in a fractured world.  It is our belief that Jesus 
offers us a real solution to the challenges before us.  And that solution is to act as God’s 
heartbeat; pumping grace into whatever community we find ourselves a part.  Together we 
will explore how Jesus teaches us how to be at peace and how we can help heal our 
anxious world in the months and years to come. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


