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Worship God, Grow in Faith, and Be in Service with All. 
~ Our Mission Statement ~ 

Kelso United 

Methodist Presbyterian  
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December 2021 

 

Is There Room for Jesus This Advent Season? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northwest Groove Christmas Concert 
Saturday, December 18 
In-Person – 6:00 p.m. 

You are invited to an evening of entertainment celebrating the Advent Season. 
Northwest Groove will perform Christmas classics and much more. 

 
 

Longest Night/Blue Christmas Service 
Tuesday, December 21 

Online – 9:00 a.m. 
Acknowledge feelings of grief and pain and leave with hope. 

If you are unable to view at the scheduled time, you may watch later  
on the church website at www.kelsoumpc.org. 

 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Friday, December 24 
Online and In-Person 

3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
We will celebrate our Savior’s birth with music and scripture. 

 
 

Sunday, December 26 
ONE Service Only 

Online and In-Person 
9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Link for all Online Services  
https://kelsoumpc.org/worship_online 

http://www.kelsoumpc.org/


 
 
 

Notes from the 

Pastor’s Pen . . . 
 
Well, it’s finally here!  The most magical 
time of the year.  It’s my favorite time of 
year.  But, I also know there are many who 
find Christmas difficult.  My prayers go out 
to you if that person is you.   
 
I read an article the other day, “Why 
Christmas 2021 is already ruined.”  Really?  
Ruined?  What is ruining Christmas?  Take 
your pick – the virus, Dr. Fauci, President 
Biden, the supply chain, or climate change.   
 
I’m going to be honest and say, none of 
those things can ruin Christmas.  Only we 
can do that if we don’t realize what 
Christmas is all about.  It’s certainly not 
about the virus, the supply chain, or any 
one person, other than Christ.   
 
Christmas hasn’t always been as it is today.  
The Puritans of New England, for example, 
insisted that shops stay open on Christmas, 
ordered that work go on as usual, and 
banned holiday sweets.  The US Congress 
actually remained in session on December 
25th until 1851 … and Christmas was a 
school day in Boston until the 1880’s.  It 
was with the waves of Lutheran and 
Catholic immigrants in the 19th century that 
Christmas (as we know it) became “legal” 
again.  Some might suggest that Americans 
have gone from one extreme (banning 
Christmas) to the other (suffocating it with 
tinsel, fancy foods, and giving gifts to those 
who already have too much).  There is a 
happy median, of course.  The problem with 
achieving that happy median is we have to 
think about it and be intentional about how 
we celebrate this most special day of the 
year.   
 
It doesn’t matter if the store shelves are 
empty, or the online stores don’t have what  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Notes from Pastor (Cont.) 
 
we thought we wanted.  Christmas will  
never be ruined if we keep our focus on  
Christ.  Christmas will always be the 
celebration of the birthday of Jesus.  As we 
continue our journey through Advent, let’s 
remember that Jesus is why we celebrate.  
Jesus is why we worship together on 
Sunday mornings.  Remember that saying, 
“Jesus is the reason for the season.”  It 
might seem corny, but certainly true.  
 
I am privileged to be your pastor, and I feel 
incredibly blessed and honored to be with 
you.  My prayers are with you always. 
 
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, 
the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the 
angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the determination of the magi, and the 
peace of the Christ child. 
 
Keep your focus on Jesus and everything 
else will fall into place.  Blessings to you 
and yours this Advent season.  
 
Pastor Vonda 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Adopt a Christmas Family 
 
                    Once again, we have adopted  
                    a family from Family Promise.   
                    This is a recently graduated  
                    family of five.   
 
We will have a Giving Tree in the Narthex 
for you to pick a tag and purchase the item.  
Please wrap the gift and lightly attach the 
tag so that we know when all items are 
purchased. 
 
If you would prefer to give funds, we will 
purchase any items not picked from  
the tree.  Please note on your 
donation/check “Christmas Family.” 
 

Poinsettia Sale to Benefit 

Missions 
 

$15/Each 
 

Place Your Order By:  
 • Phone 360-423-7480 
 • Email kelsoumpc@gmail.com 

 
Available for Pick Up and Payment: 

 • Saturday, December 4 
  10:00-11:00 a.m. 
  Daycare Parking Lot 
 (Back of Methodist Church) 

 • Sunday, December 5 
  During Church Service Hours 
 
These flowers are from the same nursery 
as last year and will be in a 6-inch pot with 
5+ blooms.  These plants are for you to 
take home.  Sale proceeds will go towards 
a future mission trip.   
 
If you would like the poinsettia(s) to be in 
memory or honor of someone, please notify  
the Church Office.  There will be a bulletin 
insert on Sunday, December 19 listing the 
names.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Northwest Groove 

Christmas Concert 
 

Saturday, December 18 
6:00 p.m. 

In-Person in Church Sanctuary 
 

FREE 
 
Have you missed hearing Northwest 
Groove?  Pastor Vonda certainly has!  Well, 
wait no more.  On Saturday, December 18 
at 6:00 p.m., we will gather in the church 
sanctuary for an evening of entertainment 
celebrating the Advent Season.  Northwest 
Groove will perform Christmas classics and 
much more. 
 
We will also enjoy a newly formed Sign 
Language Choir.  Come and “hear” your 
favorite carols in a new way.   
 
This concert is free, and all are welcome. 
We all need a little music in our lives, and 
you won’t be disappointed experiencing the 
soulful sounds of Northwest Groove.  Don’t 
miss out on this wonderful Christmas event.   
 
Please speak with Pastor Vonda if you 
have any questions.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kelsoumpc@gmail.com


 
 
 

Longest Night/Blue 

Christmas Service 
 

Tuesday, December 21 
 

Online – 9:00 a.m. 
 

Link 
https://kelsoumpc.org/worship_online 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This will be a combined service with 
Longview United Methodist Church.  If you 
are unable to view at the scheduled time, 
you may watch later on our website at 
kelsoumpc.org. 
 
Christmas can be a painful time for some.  
It may be the first Christmas without a loved 
family member who has recently died; it 
may be a time that has always been 
difficult. 
 
The constant refrain on the radio and 
television, in shopping malls and churches, 
about the happiness of the season, about 
getting together with family and friends, 
reminds many people of what they have 
lost or have never had.  The anguish of 
broken relationships, the insecurity of 
unemployment, the weariness of ill health, 
the pain of isolation – all these can make us 
feel very alone in the midst of the 
celebrating and spending.  We feel the 
darkness growing deeper around us. 
 
This service will help you have feelings of 
hope as you have the opportunity to 
acknowledge your feelings of grief, pain, 
and sadness. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Year-End Finance Update 
 
The 2021 year is almost over, 
and we are certainly hopeful  
that 2022 will see things back to  
a more normal level of activities.   
Due to your faithful and generous giving, 
our church has been able to meet all of our 
obligations, in the church through salaries 
and limited activities, as well as our 
Apportionments and Presbytery Missions 
and Per Capita.   
 
We have also been able to continue and 
expand what we are doing in the 
community.  FISH and both Community 
House location ministries have taken place 
as scheduled.  Our commitment to Family 
Promise has helped them in aiding families 
in need.  Our Backpack Buddy program 
supporting Barnes Elementary students 
with food for the weekends has continued.  
This year we will be providing a full 
Thanksgiving meal to students and families 
at both Barnes and Wallace Elementaries in 
Kelso.  Our Emergency Fund has helped 
any number of people within our church and 
the greater community with electric, water, 
etc. bills.  We have also been able to assist 
some with help for overnight stays in a 
motel. 
 
Our biggest news is that our Roof and Bell 
Tower Loans have been paid in full so we 
will start 2022 without debt.  Any monies 
that come in designated for either of these 
paid off loans will be moved into the Capital 
Building Fund at the end of December. 
A pledge card is included with this 
newsletter if you would like to pledge a 
monthly amount to the church.  If your 
giving will change for 2022, please let 
Cherie Rapp, our Financial Secretary, know 
so she can credit your giving correctly. 
 
Wishing each of you a blessed Christmas 
season! 
Anne Hill 
Finance Committee Chairperson  
 
 



 
 
 

Community House News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The month of October had a fifth Saturday 
which means we would normally have a  
group from our church that would meet at 
Community House (our community’s 
homeless recovery shelter) to prepare and 
serve dinner to the residents.   
 
Because of the rise in pandemic cases, it 
was decided to take the dinner ingredients 
to Community House for their staff to 
prepare the dinner on Saturday, October 
30. 
 
Thank you to Ken and Jeanne McDonald 
who provided and delivered the ingredients 
for the meal.  Also, provided were 
Halloween cupcakes, cookies, and candy 
for dessert.  Staff at Community House on 
Broadway prepared one dinner on October 
30 and another meal was prepared at noon 
on October 31 for residents at CHESS 
(Core Health Extended Support Services) 
located in the former Park Royal Nursing 
Home on 14th Avenue across from St. John 
Medical Center.  CHESS is managed by 
Community House staff, and they provide 
transitional housing for the medically fragile 
and those with limited mobility.  Between 
the two dinners, 40 adults and 35 children 
were served. 
 
The next Community House Dinner is 
Saturday, January 29.  We hope to prepare 
and serve the dinner in-person.  We will be 
looking for volunteers. 
Jayne Lafady 
CH Dinner Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FISH Food Ministry 
 
Our next scheduled FISH days are: 
 

Thursday, February 17 
Friday, February 18 

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Laurie Hall 

 
If you are interested in helping prepare and 
distribute food to those in need, please 
contact Bette Aanderud at 360-577-0095  
or Pat Faires at 360-423-7874.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Needed: 
Bring to Church Office 

 
 • Peanut Butter 
 • Cereal 
 • Macaroni and Cheese 
 • Spaghetti 
 • Spaghetti Sauce 
 • Canned Fruit  
       (Applesauce, Peaches, Pears) 

 • Canned Vegetables 
       (Corn, Peas, Green Beans) 

 • Monetary Donations 
 
On November 4 and 5, we served:   
Families–34, Adults–61, Children–22 for a 
total of 83. 
 
Thank you to the following volunteers:  
Bette Aanderud, Jack Benson, Pat Faires, 
Gary Jackson, Steve Johnson, Sue 
McCool, Cheryl Risner, Todd Sadler,  
Peggy Skeahan, Colleen Walker, and 
Dennis Ellison from Longview Community 
Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Dinner 
Saturday, January 29 

4:30 p.m. 
Community House 

1107 Broadway Street/Longview 



 
 
 

Remember In Prayer 
 
                  Larry and Sue McCool and 
                  our children we sponsor at 
                  Jamaa Letu Orphanage in  
                  the Congo:  Betty, Joseph,  
                  Leon, Ruth Kashala, Ruth 
Mukuna, Suzane, Willy, and Yannick 
(see pictures to right) 
 

Our Sympathy 
 
Our sympathy is extended to  
the family of Myrt Robbins.   
Myrt passed away November 
28.  Her memorial service will  
be here at the church on  
Wednesday, December 8 
at 11:00 a.m. and is open for 
all to attend. 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 
 
 
                           Elton and Marilyn Strange 
                                 will celebrate their  
                          52nd Wedding Anniversary 
                                  on December 26. 
 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 
Les and Marline Czarnecki 
       will celebrate their 
63rd Wedding Anniversary  
            on January 1. 
 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 
 
                          Tom and Vonda McFadden 
                                  will celebrate their 
                           29th Wedding Anniversary 
                                     on January 2. 

 
 

 
 
 

Our Children We Sponsor 

at Jamaa Letu Orphanage 

in the Congo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             Betty                                    Joseph 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Ruth Kashala                              Leon 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Ruth Mukuna                              Willy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Suzane                                 Yannick 

 
You may visit Jamaa Letu’s website: 
www.hopeforthechildrenofafrica.com 
for monthly newsletters and more 
information about the orphanage. 
 
 
 

http://www.hopeforthechildrenofafrica.com/


 
 
 

Thank You 
 
On behalf of Kelso School District, I want to 
share my deepest appreciation for your 
continued partnership and generosity to our 
Hungry Kids Weekend Go Bags.  Kelso 
kids and families are in critical need of this 
support.  We are truly blessed by your 
service and donation.  Thank you. 
Mary Beth Jack 
Superintendent 
 

Backpack Buddies 
 
This ministry helps children at Barnes 
Elementary School who are at risk for 
hunger over the weekend during the school 
year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Needed: 
Bold Items Especially Needed 

Bring to Church Office 
 

 • Soup 
 • Chili 
 • Spaghetti 
 • Spaghetti Sauce (No Glass) 
 • Jelly (plastic containers at Dollar Tree) 

 • Cereal 
 • Canned SpaghettiOs 
 • Canned Ravioli 
 • Fruit Cups (Applesauce, Peaches, etc.) 
 • Peanut Butter 
 • Macaroni and Cheese 
 • Oatmeal (Individual Packets) 
 • Tuna 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Winner Guess Pumpkin’s 

Weight Contest 
 
Congratulations to Ray Harrison  
on being the winner of our  
“Guess the Weight of the  
Pumpkin” contest.  The  
weight of the pumpkin was  
495 lbs.  Ray carefully  
calculated using geometry,  
algebra, and calculus to arrive at 347 lbs. 
 
Pumpkin was provided courtesy of David 
and Colleen Walker. 
 

Joyous Bazaar Success 
 
Our 2021 Joyous Bazaar was  
a huge success, and we made  
over $3,000.  Wow!  Isn’t that a  
wonderful amount for our local  
charities! 
 
We were so happy to be back in the 
building in person, and so were a lot of 
other people.  We saw many faces from the 
community that we had never seen before.  
The door prize and the free shopping bags 
were very well received.   
 
The bazaar was a group effort, and we are 
blessed to have so many talented people  
in our church family.  A heartfelt thank you 
to all who offered their gifts of time, 
materials, and creativity:  Judy Ainslie, 
Jacq Christensen, Sue Coulombe, Lynne 
Davis, Anne DeFrancisco, Mary Duhamel, 
Pat Faires, Dick Graham, Tirzah Gross, 
Trudi Gross, Ann Hanson, Anne Hill, 
Darylan Johnson, Sally Jones, Jayne 
Lafady, Diane Manasco, Vonda McFadden, 
Laurel Moore, Tanya Nelson, Linda 
Redmond, Cheryl Risner, Jane Rosi-
Pattison, Sharon Shope, Shirley Simpson, 
Peggy Skeahan, Carol Sprouse, Maryanne 
Wainwright, and Kathy Williamson. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

A Little Humor 
 
A little girl came home from Sunday School 
as excited as her mother had ever seen 
her.  She said, "Mommy!  My teacher says I 
drew the most unusual Christmas picture 
she had ever seen!" 
 
Well, the mother took the picture from her 
daughter and looked at it for a moment, and 
was, to say the least, a bit puzzled.  She 
said, "Honey, this is a beautiful picture, but 
all you have here are people riding in an 
airplane."  She said, "What does it mean?" 
 
"Well," the little girl said, "It's the flight into 
Egypt."  She was obviously disappointed 
that the mother didn't immediately see this. 
 
The mother said, "Oh, well I am sorry."  She 
said, "Who is the mean looking man at the 
front of the airplane?" 
 
The little girl said, "Mother, that's Pontius 
the Pilot."  The girl by now was getting very 
impatient. 
 
The mother said, "Well, I'm sorry honey, I 
should have realized that."  She said, "By 
the way, I see Mary and Joseph and the 
baby; but may I ask who that big fat man is 
sitting at the back of the plane?" 
 
The little girl sighed, and said, "Mother, 
can't you tell?  That's round John virgin!" 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Flight into Egypt 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Attendance 
 
  Date                      Attendance 
11/07/21 117 
                          1st-38, 2nd-34, Online & Zoom-45 

11/14/21 112 
                          1st-32, 2nd-34, Online & Zoom-46 

11/21/21 98 
                          1st-38, 2nd-23, Online & Zoom-37 

11/28/21 112 
                          1st-47, 2nd-22, Online & Zoom-43 

 

December Birthdays 
 
 10 Anne Hill 
 12 Darylan Johnson 
 17 Kaiah Wilson 
 20 Giuliana Viscuso 
 21 Scott McRae 
 22 Piper Donnelly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kelso United Methodist Presbyterian Church 

206 Cowlitz Way 
Kelso, WA  98626-3411 
Phone:  360-423-7480 

E-mail: kelsoumpc@gmail.com  
Website:  www.kelsoumpc.org 

Facebook:  Kelso United 
Methodist Presbyterian Church 

Church Office Hours: 10:30 am – 4:30 pm (M-F) 
Daycare Hours: 6:30 am – 6:30 pm (M-F) 

Vonda McFadden, Pastor 
Parsonage:  360-423-3514 / Cell:  360-393-2843 

Pastor’s E-mail:  pastorvonda@gmail.com 
Greg and Laurel Moore, Music Directors 

503-556-8131 
 
Sunday Worship Schedule 
 9:00 am Online Service 
 9:00 am In-Person Contemporary Service 
 11:00 am In-Person Traditional Service 
 11:00 am Zoom Service 

mailto:kelsoumpc@gmail.com
http://www.kelsoumpc.org/
mailto:pastorvonda@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Christmas 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings in Christ! 

 

Once again, we are coming to that special day of the year that we celebrate the birth of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

I wanted to share a verse that we would not often associate with Christmas, but I believe it is relevant, 

especially in light of all we have faced over the past months. 

 

John 10:10 (NRSV) 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that they may have 

life, and have it abundantly. 

 

The Global Pandemic has impacted so many lives in a variety of ways.  Last year at this time, there 

was so much division about the various opinions of how things should or should not be.  It was hard to 

imagine things could be more divided at the time, but we continue to be as divided as ever.  The verse I 

just shared gives such a powerful thought that Jesus came not just so that we could have life, but that it 

would be abundant life! 

 

The message of Christmas is breath and life to all who believe!  It is up to us to share this good news 

with the world.  Jesus came to bring life to a lost and dying world, yet it's up to us as believers to share 

the message! 

 

During this Advent Season and on into the New Year, I would encourage you to let your words be 

healing words!  I pray all our words would be life-giving! 

 

Speaking of giving, if you are able, we will be receiving our annual Christmas Offering anytime during 

the month of December and on Christmas Eve.  This Special Offering always helps an organization or 

individuals in our community.  This year we will split our giving between Family Promise of Cowlitz 

County and our Church Emergency Fund.  Both Family Promise and our Emergency Fund assist 

families in Cowlitz County. 

 

I pray you and your loved ones have a wonderful Christmas as you remember and appreciate the 

Christ of Christmas! 

 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Vonda 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

During a recent Finance Meeting, it was decided we would not hold a formal giving campaign 
again this year.  But our Financial Secretary still needs to keep records.  Her program requires 
input to keep things running smoothly.  If you would like to keep your giving the same as last 
year, then do nothing.  Below is a pledge form for those who pledge, (we realize some of you 
do not).  If you would like to change your giving for 2022, please contact our Financial 
Secretary, Cherie Rapp, at rapps2002@comcast.net or call her at 360-423-3621.  This will 
allow her to make the necessary changes in the program for easier record keeping.  You may 
also cut off the form below and mail it to Cherie at 3997 Estate Dr., Longview, WA 98632.  If 
you don’t normally pledge and feel called to pledge, you may also use the form below or 
contact Cherie directly to pledge for 2022.  Thank you as always for your continued support of 
our church and its ministry.  We are blessed by your generosity. 
 
   ***************************************************************************************************** 

Kelso United 
Methodist Presbyterian Church 

Giving Our Gifts for 2022 
 
 
Name        
 
Address        
 
 
I/We intend, with God’s help, to give as follows during the 2022 giving year: 
 
 

GENERAL BUDGET FUND 
 
Weekly: Or Monthly:________________________ 
  Or 
Annual:  
 

BUILDING FUND 
 
Weekly: Or Monthly:________________________ 
  Or 
Annual:  
 
I/We acknowledge that this commitment may be raised or lowered at any time simply by 
calling the Financial Secretary. 
 
 
 
        
Signature 

mailto:rapps2002@comcast.net


 
 

 
Happy thanksgiving friends, 
 
Words cannot explain how appreciative and 
thankful I am to have you in my life.  I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart to have 
been there when I needed you the most.  
Thanks for all your support! 
 
Your financial contribution has made the 
farm where it is now and it has been a 
blessing to so many. 
 
I have to admit that at times it was too 
difficult and I felt like giving up, but I usually 
remember that God is still in control.  I also 
remember what I've been through, where 
I'm at now and all the support I got from 
family and people like you who care enough 
and able to donate funds to people like us 
to support the project, despite our many 
differences. 
 
Simply because we are all human and 
children of God.  You brothers and sisters 
know the meaning of true love and 
whenever I think about it, I’m even more 
encouraged to assist people in my 
community as much as I can and spread 
the gospel of love of Lord Jesus Christ 
everywhere. 
 
I may not ever be able to say/show this 
enough to you, but thank you so much for 
your kindness. 
 
With many thanks and prayer, 
Blessing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from Blessing’s Farm in the Congo 


