
 

Merry Christmas 
 
 
 
 
 

All-Church Breakfast and “Hanging of the Greens” 
Saturday, December 2 
Breakfast – 8:00 a.m. 

“Hanging of the Greens” – 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

Advent Dinner 
Sunday, December 3 

6:00 p.m. 
Invite Family and Friends ~ Bring a Potluck Dish to Share 

Advent Litany and Lighting of Candles ~ Singing of Christmas Carols 
Jazz Band providing special Christmas music. 

(If you would like to come and need a ride, let Pastor Vonda know.) 
 
 

Christmas Eve ~ Sunday, December 24 
Worship Service  

10:00 a.m. (ONE Service Only) 
 

Sunday School Christmas Party for Children/Teens 
10:20 a.m. 

Sharing of Blessings ~ Crafts/Activities ~ Holiday Treats 
 

Lunch with Soup and Bread 
11:00 a.m. 

 

Candlelight Service 
7:00 p.m. 

We’ll enjoy a Jazzy Christmas with music and stories about Christmas. 
We will conclude with everyone singing “Silent Night” by candlelight. 
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Notes from the 

Pastor’s Pen . . . 
 
Christmas Greetings! 
 
Luke 2: 10-12 “And the angel said unto 
them, ‘Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy which shall be to 
all the people: for there is born to you this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.  And this is the sign unto 
you: Ye shall find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger.’” 
 
During our services here at Kelso UMPC, 
we often have announcements.  While 
these announcements are important 
enough to be shared, none of them can  
rise to the level of importance of the 
announcement you just read that was 
shared by the angels to the shepherds as 
the night was shattered by light filling the 
sky. 
 
Is this announcement of any less 
importance today?  No!  We need to 
continually announce to this world that 
indeed a Savior was born, and not only was 
He born, but He lived a sinless and perfect 
life, then died on a cross, but rose again 
from the dead after three days in the grave. 
 
His birth over 2,000 years ago brought 
many reactions such as fear, joy, hope,  
and yes, even disdain by those (like King 
Herod) who only had a desire to hold on to 
their own power and authority.  All of those 
feelings are still experienced today. 
 
Christmas is so much more than just a 
holiday.  It is a day that we can remember 
and celebrate the awesome gift of Jesus 
Christ and His salvation that He freely gives 
to all that call upon Him. 
 
John 3: 16 says, “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him will not perish, 
 
 

 
 
 

Notes from Pastor (Cont.) 
 
but have eternal life.”  God freely gave 
Jesus as the perfect sacrifice to remove our  
sins so that we can have a relationship with 
God.  How awesome is that! 
 
As we go about our celebrations and 
festivities this Christmas season, I ask that 
you remember those who are hurting and 
be a blessing to them.  There are plenty of 
people who have fallen into hard times, are 
depressed, without a job, and lonely.  Ask 
God to show you who these people are in 
your sphere of influence and love on them, 
bless them, and let them know that you 
care.  I know that in my past I’ve faced 
some difficult times, and without the help 
and encouragement of my church family, 
I’m not sure I would have made it through 
those times with such hope.  Be someone’s 
hope this month. 
 
I’ll look for you in church! 
--Pastor Vonda 
 

Lunch on Christmas Eve 
 
We are blessed to experience  
Christmas Eve this year on  
Sunday.  We know that many  
of you will have activities on  
Sunday between the worship services of 
morning and evening, but for those who are 
able, we’d like to share our blessings with 
the community. 
 
On Christmas Eve morning after worship, 
we will have soup, bread, and dessert for 
those wishing to stay.  We’ll invite those in 
our community who have little, to share with 
us. 
 
If you’d like to provide soup, bread, or 
dessert, please let Pastor Vonda know as 
soon as possible.  This is a wonderful time 
to be in fellowship together, and we hope 
you’ll join us for lunch on Christmas Eve! 
 
 



 
 
 

Community House News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to help prepare and serve 
this dinner, please contact Jayne Lafady at 
360-425-5787 or jlafady@outlook.com.  
If anyone has a food service card, you are 
especially encouraged to participate. 
 
Donations are also needed to purchase 
food for the dinner.  If you would like to help 
with expenses, please make your check 
payable to KUMPC and indicate Commu-
nity House Dinner on the memo line of your 
check.  You may place your check in the 
offering plate or mail it to the church.   
 

“Helping Hearts and 

Hands” Tree 
 
Please open your hearts and  
help decorate our “Helping  
Hearts and Hands” tree this  
Christmas season with  
winter-weight hats, gloves, scarves, and 
socks.  All sizes are needed for boys and 
girls AND for men and women.   
 
The items will be divided between the 
Community House, the Emergency Support 
Shelter, and the homeless in our 
community.   
 
The “Helping Hearts and Hands” tree is 
located in the Narthex (Church Foyer).  You 
may bring your items and place them in the 
baskets below the tree.   
 
Darylan Johnson is the coordinator of this 
ministry, and if you have questions, please 
talk to her.  
 
 

 
 
 

U.M.P.W. Winter Warm-

Up Drive 
 
The United Methodist Presbyterian  
Women (U.M.P.W.) are having   
a Winter Warmup Drive to help  
those in need.  Items needed  
are: 
 
 ● Coats/Jackets ● Sweatshirts 
 ● Socks ● Sweatpants 
 ● Stocking Caps ● Sleeping Bags 
 ● Scarves ● Blankets 
 ● Gloves/Mittens ● Boots 
 

Church to Become 

Warming Shelter 
 
Our plans to become a warming shelter are 
moving forward.  Love Inc. has provided 59 
mattresses for those families who will be 
joining us this winter.  They are currently 
being stored in the Bride’s Room but will be 
removed once the weather turns warmer 
again. 
 
The call has gone out for warm blankets 
and warm clothes to the community, but 
there will always be a need for those items.  
Please bring your items to the church if 
you’d like to contribute.  There is a large 
receptacle in the Narthex (Church Foyer). 
 
There are several other ways you can get 
involved.  If you’d like to volunteer for a few 
hours during the time families are here, 
please contact the Church Office to have a 
background check submitted.  We will keep 
a list of those wishing to volunteer and call 
you as needed.  Families will only be here 
on those nights that the temperature goes 
below freezing from 8:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.  
Also, we are hoping to provide a hot meal in 
the evenings and sack lunches for folks to 
take with them in the mornings.  If you’d like 
to help Pastor Vonda prepare a meal or 
make the lunches, please let her know. 
 
 

Next Dinner 
Saturday, December 30 

4:30 p.m. 
Meet at  

Community House 
1107 Broadway Street/Longview 

mailto:jlafady@outlook.com


 
 
 

Blessing Pantry 
 
We have set up a Blessing Pantry in our 
Library stocked with nonperishable food 
items.  If members of our congregation 
need food to get by for the month, they may 
stop by and take what they need.  If you 
have an extra food item you want to share, 
drop it off at the Blessing Pantry. 
 
We’ll use the dollars from worship that are 
designated for the Blessing Pantry for 
perishable items and give the funds directly 
to whoever is in need.  If you are in need, 
please talk to Pastor Vonda. 
 

FISH Food Ministry 
 
The next scheduled days to prepare and 
distribute food to people will be on: 
 
   Thursday, January 4 
     Friday, January 5 
 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
          Laurie Hall 
 
If you are interested in helping, please 
contact Bette Aanderud at 360-577-0095  
or Pat Faires at 360-423-7874.  
 
Food items you can donate are: 
Peanut Butter, Macaroni and Cheese, 
Cereal, Spaghetti, Canned Tomatoes, 
Hunts Pasta Sauce (traditional), Canned 
Fruit (Applesauce, Peaches, Pears), 
Canned Vegetables (Corn, Peas, Green 
Beans), and Top Ramen.  Put items in 
containers in Narthex (Church Foyer).  
 
On November 1 and 2, we served:   
Families–63, Adults–109, Children–52 for a 
total of 161.   
 
Thank you to the following volunteers:   
Bette Aanderud, Dale Bruton, Glenn and 
Pat Faires, Jake Kubin, Tim McCarmick, 
Deanna Thompson, Pete and Peggy Van 
Ortwick, and Colleen Walker. 
 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations 
 
 
Larry and Gwyn Gross will 
          celebrate their  
67th Wedding Anniversary 
       on December 14. 
 
 
 

Remember in Prayer 
 
Anna Acosta-Brougher (Bette  
Aanderud’s granddaughter),  
John Anderson, Jerrilyn French 
(Virginia French’s daughter-in-law),  
Virginia French, Tom Gates, Lolita Hare, 
Linda Harris, Jean Larsen, David Walker 
and our children we sponsor at Jamaa Letu 
Orphanage in the Congo:  Joseph, Leon, 
Ruth Kashala, Ruth Mukuna, Sumba, 
Suzane, Willy, and Yanick   
 

Our Sympathy 
 
Our sympathy is extended to: 
 
• Carlyne Black and family at  
the loss of Carlyne’s mother, Millie Rice, on 
November 29.  Millie’s service will be here 
at the church on Friday, December 8 at 
4:00 p.m. 
 
• The family of Bonnie MacDonald.  Bonnie 
passed away on November 10.  Her service  
was held here at the church on November 
25. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Remembrance like a candle, 
burns brightest at Christmas time. 

--Charles Dickens 



 
 
 

Backpack Ministry 
 
Our Backpack Ministry at Barnes Elemen-
tary is for children who are at risk for 
hunger over the weekend.  Items needed 
for this ministry are:  Canned Chicken or 
Tuna, Breakfast Bars, Individual Breakfast 
Cereals, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Soup, 
Canned Pasta Meals (i.e., SpaghettiOs ®, 
Chili, etc.), and Plastic Grocery Bags.   
 
There is a container in the Narthex (Church 
Foyer) where you may place items.  You 
may also give monetarily at any time to buy 
fresh fruit and bread.  Just note “Backpack” 
on your envelope or check. 
 

Turkey Thank You 
 
I want to express my deepest appreciation 
for your generosity in donating turkeys and 
funds for turkeys to Wallace Elementary 
School so that families would have a 
wonderful Thanksgiving meal.  In addition 
to the turkeys, the school was able to 
provide all the other items for a special 
Thanksgiving feast.  We were able to meet 
our goal of 49 turkeys.  Thank you so much! 
 
The recent disasters that took place in the 
south and Puerto Rico and the fires in our 
own local area were a reminder of how 
fragile “things” are and how valuable people 
are.  Churches, individuals and 
communities all over America responded 
greatly to the need, and rightfully so.  Even 
with all of that, it is good to know that 
people like you are still very mindful of the 
needs within our own area.  Americans are 
truly generous people, and I believe that 
generosity arises from the Word of God 
which says in 2 Corinthians 9:7: “Each man 
should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  
 
Thank you for your generosity and cheerful 
giving. 
--Pastor Vonda 
 

 
 
 

Assemble Care Packages 

for Homeless 
 
A group is being organized that will put 
together gallon size bags of non-perishable 
food items that can be given to folks living 
in the homeless camps.  Caseworkers will 
stop by the church each week and pick up 
our bags and distribute them.  If you would 
like to help in this endeavor, please let 
Pastor Vonda know. 
 

Stewardship Campaign 

Update 
 
Below is an update on the financial pledges 
that have been received for 2018 and how 
they compare to what was received for 
2017. 
 
General Fund Pledges 
2018 – $117,160 / 40 Pledges 
2017 – $131,713 / 52 Pledges 
 
Building Fund Pledges 
2018 – $14,500 / 24 Pledges 
2017 – $13,005 / 22 Pledges 
 
Apportionment Pledges 
2018 – $600 / 1 Pledge 
2017 – $300 / 1 Pledge 
 
Roof Fund 
$3,060 / 7 Pledges 
 
If you haven’t turned in a pledge for 2018 
and would like to do so, there are Financial 
Commitment Slips in the Narthex (Church 
Foyer).  Just fill in the information and put it 
in the offering plate or mail it to the church. 
 
Also, please remember to make checks 
payable to Kelso United Methodist 
Presbyterian Church or KUMPC.  Some 
checks are still coming through with First 
United Methodist or First United Methodist 
Presbyterian Church which causes 
confusion at the bank. 
 



 
 
 

December Birthdays 
 
 9 Helen Larson 
 10 Anne Hill 
 12 Darylan Johnson 
 13 Kathy Bartley 
 17 Kaiah Wilson 
 20 Giuliana Viscuso 
 21 Scott McRae 
 22 Piper Donnelly 
 

Attendance 
 
                             Sunday   
                   Sunday       1st           2nd 
  Date         School     Service   Service 
11/05/17 4 69 72 
11/12/17 7 69 70 
11/19/17 6 68 63 
11/26/17 7 63 66 
 
                         Wednesday   
  Youth  Adults 
11/01/17 11 5 
11/08/17 15 5 
11/15/17 11 3 
11/22/17 Thanksgiving Break 
11/29/17 16 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Financial Report 
 
October 2017 
 
Beginning Balance 2017 $10,386 
 
General Fund $169,256 
Transfer from Designated $1,760 
Miscellaneous      $1,017 
Interest         $25 
 $172,058 
Expenses ($182,689 ) 
Balance  ($245 ) 
 
Building Fund Balance $3,631 
 
Apportionments (Shared Ministry) 
 Paid October – 100% 
 Year-to-Date – 83% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kelso United Methodist Presbyterian Church 

206 Cowlitz Way 
Kelso, WA  98626-3411 

Phone:  360-423-7480 / Fax 360-425-1121 
Church Office Hours:  9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (M-F) 

Daycare Hours:  6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. (M-F) 
E-mail:  kelsoumc@cni.net 

Website:  www.kelsoumpc.org 
Facebook:  Kelso United 

Methodist Presbyterian Church 
Rev. Vonda McFadden, Pastor 

Parsonage:  360-423-3514 / Cell:  360-393-2843 
Pastor’s E-mail:  pastorvonda@gmail.com 

Rev. Greg and Rev. Laurel Moore, Music Directors 
503-556-8131 

 
 
Sunday Schedule: (Oct-May) 
 9:00 am Contemporary Service 
 9:20 am Youth Sunday School 
 11:00 am Traditional Service 
 10:00 am & 12:00 pm  Fellowship Time 
 
Wednesday Schedule: (Oct-May) 
 5:30 pm Children/Teen Ministry 
 6:15 pm Praise Team Practice 
 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

mailto:kelsoumc@cni.net
http://www.kelsoumpc.org/
mailto:pastorvonda@gmail.com


 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Kelso United 
Methodist Presbyterian 

Church 
 
 

November 2017 
 
 
 
Dear Church Members, 
 
The United Methodist Church requires that all churches have a Safe Church Policy in place to protect 
the children, youth, and vulnerable adults that they serve in their ministry outreach.  Each church’s 
policy is to be administered by a Safety Advocate approved by the local church. 
 
At our Church Conference in October, I was approved to fill the position of Safety Advocate for our 
church and to oversee our updated policy.  A copy of the policy is available in the office, online at our 
website, or one can be emailed to you. 
 
Our policy states that all people who work with children, youth, and vulnerable adults are to be screened 
and trained in matters of safety and sexual abuse.  The screening process includes:   
 

1. A National Background Check 
2. A Pastoral Reference 
3. A Covenant Agreement 
4. A Medical Waiver/History 
(The Medical Waiver History and Covenant Agreement are on one form requiring your signature.) 

 
My job as our church’s Safety Advocate is to see that national background clearances are made, to 
ensure that all are trained in matters of safety and sexual abuse policies, and to implement the policy’s 
procedures if any safety violation or sexual abuse is reported. 
 
The Pacific Northwest Conference of the United Methodist Church has contracted with a company by 
the name of MinistrySafe to provide online tools and trainings to PNW ministries.  After a person’s 
background check is completed, they will be sent a link by MinistrySafe to view an “Awareness” video.  
A big part of the training is done by having people watch the “Awareness” video by MinistrySafe and 
taking a short test to show they understand the material presented.  Watching this video has been a part 
of the system for some time now; however, our church has had less than 2% compliance. 
 
In addition to the MinistrySafe test that people take after watching the video, there is a short test 
pertaining to our church’s Safe Church Policy that has been developed to allow people to show they 
understand our updated policy. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me by phone at 360-577-2680 or 360-747-3457 or email me 
at 23steve@earthlink.net.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Steve Johnson 
Certified Safety Advocate 

mailto:23steve@earthlink.net


  

 

                           Congratulations and thank you to everyone who helped with our 78th Annual Joyous Holidays Bazaar on November 4, 2017.  
 
                           Not yet an “old hat” in my responsibilities as chairperson, I truly appreciate and value the help and input of several people 
                           who I’d like to acknowledge:  Betty Houten, Darlene Little, Iva Nurmi, Cheryl Risner, Marilyn Strange and Kathy Williamson.   
                           These women have unselfishly given of their time helping me, and I feel so blessed.  Two other people I truly appreciate and 
who always go the extra mile are our Church Secretary, Judy Early, and our Custodian, Dale Bruton. 
 
Though the bazaar is billed as being sponsored by the United Methodist Presbyterian Women, there are some men who made great 
contributions to the success of our big event.  Dick Graham and John Simpson both chaired booths.  Dick works in his shop all year on 
projects for the bazaar.  He told me that he has already ordered plans for next year.  John Simpson requested the Bride’s Room for the Book 
Booth location which spiraled into a whole location change for many booths.  The “Welcome Room” became a new spot to rest a bit.  Thank 
you to Kathy Williamson for all the pennants hanging in the Welcome Room that she made which represent recipients who receive financial 
support from the proceeds of our bazaar. 
 
Pastor Vonda and her helpers, Heather Donnelly (her daughter) and Darylan Johnson, prepared a wonderful new menu this year.  Janice 
Haupt, Helen Larson and Kimber Vitus were kitchen servers.  Thank you for all your efforts.  Pastor Vonda works so hard on so many fronts, 
and all one has to say is “make it so,” and she will do her best.  Thank you, Vonda, you are very appreciated. 
 
It goes without saying that there is no “I” in the word team, so I’d like to acknowledge the following people for their efforts as booth chairs:  
 
Bakery – Jan Heaton with Grace Johnson and Trudi Gross 
Bankers – Judy Ainslie and Kathy Williamson 
Boutique – Cheryl Risner with Jack Risner and Susan Schwartz.  Iva Nurmi and Shirley O’Hare (both who are retiring) were able to work on 
arrangements some of the time.  They are extremely creative women who deserve the highest appreciation for all their years of service. 
Candy – Shirley Simpson with Sue Coulombe.  A huge thank you to Judy Ainslie and Kathy Williamson who made nearly all the candy for this 
booth. 
Children – Pam Dickey 
Christmas – Beth Wills and Shirley Whyte with Dolores McDonald 
Collectibles – Betty Houten with Nancy Heaton, Anne DeFrancisco, and Sharon Gerry 
Jewelry – Darlene Little  
Door Prizes – Amy Nelson Evernden and Tanya Nelson 
etc. – Annette Nelson with Amy Nelson Evernden and Tanya Nelson 
Kitchen and Food Preparation – Pastor Vonda as kitchen “manager” 
Linens – Linda Redmond with Jacq Christensen 
Luncheon Set-up and Servers – Anne Hill and hubby, Jim, did the set-up and her Luncheon Hostess Team consisted of Mary Duhamel, 
Jeanne McDonald, Cherie Rapp, and Wanda Wines.  Mary Duhamel just started attending our church and just jumped right in and helped.  
Welcome and thank you, Mary. 
Cashier – Marilyn Strange 
Music /Sound System – Greg Moore expertly set-up the sound system and provided lovely Christmas music which added a nice touch to 
enhance our “Christmas ambiance.” 
UMPW Treasurer – Darlene Little 
Wood Crafts – Dick Graham with Scott McRae 
 
Additionally, it goes without saying that Dale Bruton was indispensable as far as setting up and taking down everything for the bazaar.  
 
Lynne Davis was not officially associated with any specific booth, but she too was indispensable.  She helped anywhere she was needed, 
always with her beautiful smile.  Thank you so much, Lynne!  
 
Jack Risner not only helped Cheryl in the Boutique Booth, but he wore a name badge that said “Security,” and Rod Nelson officially served in 
the same capacity.  Thank you so much guys. 
 
Obviously, this grand event wouldn’t happen if it weren’t for all the wonderful donations of items to sell.  Most of the items reflect many hours 
in lovingly creating them.  One of the really beautiful things about the bazaar is the fellowship among those involved.  Also, we appreciate the 
many people who came to the bazaar.  Thank you so much one and all for your efforts in making this wonderful event so successful.  Our 
unofficial earnings were just over $4,000. 
 
Lastly, and not forgotten, is my wonderful husband, Rod, who works behind the scenes helping with anything I need including preparing 
meals so I can continue working on a project, cleaning up my messes, doing housework, and giving me grace prn.  I am truly blessed. 
 
I truly apologize if I have omitted anyone.  God bless you all! 

Tanya Nelson 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas 2017 
 

 

Warm Christmas Greetings My Friends, 

 

What a wonderful time of the year it is when we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

 

As with any year, we enter this season with its own set of unique challenges and events, yet we know Christ is still 

the same “yesterday, today, and forever.” 

 

Many people have experienced challenges in the area of finances during this past year as we have seen our 

economy take hits that have affected many of our lives in a very direct way.  If we were to look at things on the 

surface, we could become discouraged, yet you and I as Christians know that we serve a God who is in control of 

the events and happenings of this world. 

 

Christmas is a season of giving.  God gave Jesus.  Mary gave Him life.  The Shepherds gave their worship.  The 

Wise Men gave their gifts.  And we know that ultimately Jesus gave His life on a cross so that you and I could have 

everlasting life. 

 

With all of the challenges people are facing, many continue to look to the church as a place to see their spiritual 

needs met.  We must continue to provide a loving atmosphere, as well as continue to be equipped with the tools it 

takes to make an impact in our community. 

 

For these reasons (and a host of others), we do not hesitate in asking that you make your local church a high 

priority during this Advent season, both in your attendance and giving. 

 

The needs that are being met here at Kelso United Methodist Presbyterian are numerous and important, and we are 

so thankful for those who have caught the vision in what we are doing here in this community. 

 

It is time once again for our annual Christmas Offering in which we are given the opportunity to bless the Lord’s 

house (the Church) with an extra special gift to go toward a special project.  Once again, this year our Christmas 

Offering will go to support our Emergency Fund.  We use this fund to help those in our community who are in need 

of food, or who need help with an electric or water bill, etc.   

 

Would you take a moment to prayerfully consider a gift towards this Christmas Offering?  An envelope for your 

Christmas Offering will be available on Sunday, December 24, or you may give on Christmas Eve Night.  You may 

also mail your check to the church.  Please put Christmas Offering on the memo line of your check.  We thank you 

in advance for your generous gift. 

 

We will have one service on Christmas Eve morning at 10:00 a.m.  After the service, we’ll share soup and bread 

together with others from our community.  Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be on Sunday, December 24 

at 7:00 p.m.   

 

We appreciate each and every one of you and your love for the local church!  What a privilege it is to be a part of 

the family of God! 

 

In Christ, 

 

  Vonda McFadden, Pastor    Anne Hill, Finance Chairperson 


